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Julius C«^8AR, First Empbror* 



V^ iE S A R l^as been rmicli celebrated for U. C, 
his fortune, and yet hfs abilities ieem equal 706. 
to his higheft fucccfs. He enjoyed many 
(kining t^tsalttics, withoat th« intermixture of any 
defc^i bat that of ambition. His talents were fueh 
as would have rendered 4)im vi^orious at the head a£ 
any army he commanded, and he would hiive go- 
r^trned in any repuMic that had given him birth, 
Havtnj^ now gained a mol\ complete vidory, his fiic- 
Ctfs only (eemed to increafe his activity, aivd \tiCyw* 
him whh frc/b rcfohtion to face ntw danaex^. W^ 
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Tefolved, therefore, to purfue his laft advantage, and 
follow Pompey to whatever country he ihould retire-; 
convinced that during his life he might gain new tri- 
vimphs, but could never enjoy fecurity. Hearing, 
therefore, of hisi>eing at Amphipolis, he-fent off his 
troops before him, and then embarked on board a 
little frigate, in order to crofs the Hellefpont ; but, ia 
the middle of the ftreight, he fell in with one of Pom- 
pey's commanders, at the head of ten (hips of war. 
Casfar, no way terrified at the fuperiority of his force, 
bore up to him, and commanded him to fubmit. 
7'he other inftantly obeyed, awed by the terror of 
Csefar's name, and furrendered himfelf and his fleet 
at difcretion. 

From thence he continued his voyagt to Ephefus, 
then to Rhodes; and being informed that Pompey 
had been there before him, he made no doubt but that 
he was fled to Egypt ; wherefore, lofing no time, he 
fet fail for that kingdom, and arrived at Alexandria 
with about four thoufand men ; a very inconfiderable 
force to. keep fuch a powerful kingdom under fubjec- 
tion. But he was now grown fo fecaie in his good 
fortune, that he expe<5Ved to find obedience wherever 
He found n^en. Upon his landing, the firfl accounts he 
received were of Pompey's miferable end; and foon 
after one of the murderers came with his head and ring 
as a moft grateful prefent to the conqueror. But Caefar 
had too roisch humanity to be pleafed with fuch an 
horrid fpe^acle ; he turned away from it with horror, 
ancf, after a (hort paufe, gave vent to his pity in a flood 
of tears. He (hortly after ordered a magnificent tomb 
to be built to his memory, on the fpot where he was 
murdered ; and a temple near the place to Neraefis, 
who was the goddefs that punifhed thofe that were 
- cruel to men in adverfity. 

It ihould feem that the Egyptians by this time had 
fome hopes of breaking off all alliance with' the Ro- 
dmans ; which they confidercd, as in fadl it was, but 
a fpecious fubje^ion. They firfl began to take of- 
>/«f)ce at Ca^ar's carrying the epfigns of Roman power 
1^ before 
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before hiro as he entered the city. Photinus, the 
euoochy alfo treated him with difrefpe^, and even 
attempted his life. Caefar, -howevery who knew how 
to diflemble, concealed his refentnnent till he had a 
force fufficient to punifti his treachery, and fending 
privately for the legions which had been formerly en- 
rolled for Pompey's fervicc, as being the neareft to 
Egypt, he, in the mean time, pretended to repofe an 
entire confidence in the king's minifler, making great 
entertainments, and afSfling at the conferences of the 
philofophcrs'who were in greattJumbers at Alexandria. 
However he foon changed his manner when he found 
himfelf in no danger from the minifter's attempts, and 
declared, that, as being a Roman conful, it was his 
duty to fettle the fucceffion to the Egyptian crown. 

There were at il^at time two pretenders to the crown 
of Egypt ; Ptolemy the acknowledged king ; and the 
celebrated Cleopatra, his (ifter ; who, by the cuftom 
of the country, was alfo his wife, and by their fa- 
ther's will, iharcd jointly in the fucceflion. Horvvcver, 
not being contented with a bare participation of power, 
(he aimed at governing alone ; but being oppofed in 
her views by the Roman fenate, who confirmed her 
brother's title to the crown, (he was banifhed into 
Syria with Arfiuoc her younger fifter. 

Caefar, however, gave her new hopes of afplring to 
the kingdom, and fent both to her and her brother to 
plead their caufe before him. Photinus, the young 
king's guardian, who had long borne the moft inve- 
terate haired, as well to Caefar as to Cleopatra, dif- 
dained accepting this propofal, and backed his refu- 
fal by fending an army of twenty thoufand men to 
befiegehimin Alexandria. Caefar bravely repulfed 
the enemy for fome time, but fiading the city of too 
great extent to be defended by fo fmali an army as he 
then commanded, he retired to the palace, which 
commanded the harbour, where he propofcd to mako 
his (land. Achillas, who commanded the Egyptians, 
attacked him there with great vigour, and ftill aimed 
at making himfelf mafter of the fleet thai lay bdovt 
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Jihe palace. Cxfar, however, too well knew the im- 
portance of thofe (hips in the hands of an enenoy ; 
and therefore burnt them all in fptte of every effort 
to prevent him. He next pofleft himfelf of the ifli 
of Fharosy which was the key of the Alexandrian 
port; by which he was enabled to receive ihe fup- 
plies fent him from all fides ; aid, in this fiiuation, 
•be determined to withftand the united force of all the 
£gy|jtians« 

In the mean time» Cleopatra, having heard of the 
prefent turn in her favour, refolved to depend rather 
^n Cfffar's favour for gaining the governmrnt, than her 
own forces. She had, io fad, afTembled an army in 
Syria to fupport her claims ; but now judged it the 
wife ft way to rely intirely on the decifion of her felf- 
eie<5ted judge. But no arts, as (he juflly conceived, 
were fo likely to influence Caefar, as the charms of her 
pcrfbn, which, though not fauldefs, were yet extreme- 
ly feducing. She was now in the bloom of youth, and 
^very feature borrowed grace from the lively turn of 
her temper. To the molt enchanting addrefs fhe join- 
ed the mofl harmonious voice, which the hifforians of 
her time compare to the befl tuned inflrument : Vf'uh 
all thefe accompltfhments fhe pofTefTed a great fhare 
of the learning of the times, and could give audience 
to the ambaffadors of feven different nations without 
an interpreter. The difHculty was how to get at 
Cxfar, as her enemies were in pofftfEon of all the 
avenues that led to the palace. For this purpofe (he 
went on board a fmall veffel, and, in the evening, 
landed near the palace, where, being wrapt up in a 
<:overlet, the was carried by one Apollodorus into the 
very chamber of Caefar. Her addrefs, at firft, pleafed 
him ; her wit and ynderflanding (lill fanned the 
flame ; but her careAes, which were carried beyond 
the bounds of innocence, intirely brought him over to 
fecond her claims. 

While Cleopatra was thus employed in forwarding 

her own views, her filler Arfiooe was alfo (Irendoufly 

enoz^cd io the camp, in purfuing a feparare iotereft. 

M^ bid fouad acsLOS, by the afl^aoce of one Gany- 
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mcdf, her conBJant, to make a large diviHon in the 
Egyptian army in her favour ; and Toon aftcfj by one 
of thofe fodden revolutions which are common in b«r- 
harian camps to this day, (he caufed Achillas to be 
murdered, and Ganymede to take the command in 
his (lead, and to carry on the fitge with greater vi- 
gour than before. Ganymede's principal effort was 
by letting in the fea upon thofe canals which fuppliid 
the palace with frefh water ; but this inconvenience 
Cxfar remedied by digging a great number of wells. 
His next endeavonr was, to prerent the juadion of 
Caefar's twenty foarth lesion, which he twice attempt- 
ed in fain. He (bon after made himfcif mailer ot a 
bridge which joined the ifle of Pharos to the continent, 
from which pod C«far was refolved to diflodge him. 
In the heat of the a^ion, fome mariners, partly 
through curiofity, and partly ambition, came and join- 
ed the- combatants, but, being feized with a panic, in<- 
fiantly fled, and fpread a general terror through the 
army. All Cvfar's endeaTours to rally his forces were- 
in vain, the confbfion was pad remedy, and numbers 
were drowoed or pat to the fwdrd in attempting tO' 
elcape. Now, therefore, feeing the irremediable difor- 
der of his troops, he retired to a (hip, in order to get to 
rhe paliice that was juft oppofite. However, he was 
no foooer on board than great crowds entered at tlie 
fame time with him : upon which, apprchenfive of the 
(hip*s finking, he jumped into the fca, and fwam two 
hundred paces to the fleet that lay before the palace, 
all the time holding his own Commentaries in his left 
hand above water, and his coat of mail in his teeth. 

The Alexandrians, finding their efforts to take the 
palace ineffeAoal, endeavoured, at iea(^ to get their 
king out of Caefar*8 power, as he had feized upon his 
perion in the beginning of their difputes. For this 
porpofe they made ufe of their cuftomary arts of 
dimmulation, profefling the utmod defire for peace, 
and only wanting the prefence of their lawful prince 
to give a fao^ion to the treaty. Qacfar, who was 
fcrrtiUe of their perfidy, neverihelefs concealed his fuf- 

^icions 
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picions, and gave them their king, as he was under 
no apprehehfions from the abilities of a boy. Ptolemy, 
however, the inilant he was fet at liberty, inflead of 
promoting peace, made every effort to give vigour to 
hoililicies. 

In this manner Caefar was hemmed in for fome time 
by this artful and infidijus enemy, with all manner of 
difficulties againd him ; but he was at lafl relieved 
from this mortifying (jtuation by Mithridates Ferga« 
menus, one of his moi\ faithful partizans, who came 
with an at-my to his alHftance. This general colle^- 
ing a numerous army in Syria, marched into Egyptf 
took the city of Pelufium, repulfed the Egyptian army 
with lofs, and at la/i, joining with Caciar, attacked 
their camp, and made a great flaughter of the Egyp- 
tians : Ptolemy himfelf, attempting to efcape on 
board a veffel that was failing down the river, wai 
drowned by the Hiip's (inking, and Csefar thus be- 
came mafler of all l^gypt without any further oppo* 
fition. He therefore appointed, that Cleopatra, with 
her younger brother, who was then but an infant, 
Ihould jointly govern, according to the intent of their 
father's will, and drove out Ariinoe with Ganymede 
into banifhment. 

Having thus given away kingdoms, he now, for a 
while, fecmed to relax from the ufual adivity of his 
conduct, captivated with the charms of Cleopatra. In- 
ilead of quitting Egypt to go and quell the remains of 
Pompey's party, he abandoned himfelf to his pieafures, 
parting whole nights in feafls, and all the excefTes of 
high wrought luxury with the young queen. He even 
relblvcd to attend her up the Nile into Ethiopia ; but 
the brave veterans who had long followed his f )rtune, 
boldly reprehended his condu^, and refufed to be part- 
ners in (o infamous an expedition. Thus, at length, 
roufed from his lethargy, he refolved to prefer the call 
of -ambition to that of love, and to leave Cleopatra, by 
whom he had a fon who was afterwards named C ariario, 
in order to oppofe Pharnaces the k*ng of Bofphorus, 
who had now ftiadc fome inroadi upon the dominiont 
of Kome. 

Thi« 
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This prince, who was the fon of the great Mithri- 
dates, being ambitious of recovering his father's do- 
minions, feized upon Armenia and Colchis, and over- 
came Domitius, who had been fent againii him. Upon ' 
CaBfar*s march to oppofe him, Pharnaces, who was as 
much terriiied at the name of the general as at the 
ftrength of his army, laboured, by all the arts of ne- 
gotiation, to avert the impending danger. . Caefar, ex- 
afperated at his crimes and his ingratitude, at firfl dif- 
ferobled with the ambafladors, and, ufing all expedi- 
tioo, fell upon the enemy unexpectedly, and, in a few 
hoars obtained a fpeedy and a complete TJAory* 
Pharoaces, attempting to take. refuge in his capital, was 
fiain by one of his own commanders — A juft punlfli- 
mcnt for his former parricide. This vidlory was gained 
with fo much cafe, that Cxfar could not avoid obferv- 
ing, that Pompey was very happy in gaining fo much 
^ory agaioft this enemy at fo eafy a rate. In writing 
to a friend at Rome, he exprefl the rapidity of his 
yi<Story in three words, ^ehif <vldly vtci: a man fo ac- 
coftomed to conquefl thought a flight battle fcarce 
\iorth a longer letter: 

Caefar having fettled affairs in this part of the em- 
pire, as well as lime would permit ; having beflowed 
the government of Armenia UDon Ariobarzanes, that 
of fudea upon Hyrcanus and Antipater, and that of 
Bofphorus upon Mithridates, embarked for Italy, 
where he arrived fooner than his enemies could ex- 
pe<5^, but not before his affairs there abfolutely re- 
auired his prefence He had been, during his ab- 
fence, created conful for five years, dictator for one 
year, and tribune of the people for life. But An- 
tony, who in the mean time governed in Rome for 
him, had filled the city with riot and debauchery, and 
many commotions enlued, which nothing but the ar- 
rival of Caefar fo opportunely could appeafe. How- 
ever, by his moderation and humanity, he foon reflor- 
ed tranquillity to the city, fcarce making any difliflc- 
tion between thofe of his own and the oppofite party. 
Thus-having, by gentle means, ledored his authority 
at home, he prepa/ed lo march into Afi\c^, vjVvu^ 
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Pompey's party had found time to rally under Scrpio 
ktid Cato, a(£(ied by Juba, king of Mauritania. Jbut 
tbe vigour of hie proceedings had like to have beco 
ferarfied by a mutiny in hit owo army. Thofe vete- 
ran legions who had hitherto conqueied all that came 
before them, began to murmur for not having received 
the rewards which they had expecfled for their ua(t 
fervices, and now infjiUd upon their difcharge. The 
fedition iirft broke out in the tenth legion, which till 
then had fignalized themftlves for their valour and au 
tachment to their general. Csefar, at firft, ftrove to 
appcafe them by promiles o( future rewards ; but thefe 
infiead of appeafing the fedition, only ferved to increafe 
it. The whole armv matched forward from Campania 
towards Rome, pillaging and plundering all the way. 
CacGir immediately caukd the gates of the city to be 
(hut, and ordcl-ed fuch troops as were in readmcfs to 
Jitfeod the walls ; he then boldly went out atone to 
meet tbe mutineers, notwithdanding the rcprefenta- 
tiofit of hfs friends who were concerned for his faffty, 
Upofl coming into the Campus Martius, where the 
moft tumultuous were alTembled, he bo.'dly mounted 
his trtbuflal, ancl with a ftern air demanded of the fol- 
diers what they wanted, or who bad conduced them 
there ? A condod fo refolute feemed to difconcert the 
- whole band : they began by conu>]aining, that being 
•worn out with fatigue, and exhau(ted by their nu.nbci* 
kfs wounds, they were In hopes to obtain a difcharge. 
•♦ I hen take your difcharge,*' cried Csefar, ** and 
*• wiien 1 {hall have gained new conquefls with other 
** troops, I promife that you (hall be partakers in the 
*' fpoil.'* So much generofity quite confounded the 
fcditiuus, who were agitated between the contending 
pHfTions of gratitude and jtaloufy ; they were grateful 
for his intended bounty,andjeaJous led any other army 
ihould (hare the honours of completing the conqucll 
of the world. l*hcy unanimoufly entreated his pardon, 
and even offered to be decimated to obtain it. CseC^r 
for a whik feemed to continue inflexible, and at lull 
2^rar.tcd as a favour what it was his interefl carn«;lly to 

dciirc I 
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de£re; but the tenth legion continued erer after under 
his fevere difpleafure. 

Cxfar, according to his ufual diligence, landed with 
a fmall party in Africa* but the rel^ of his army fol- 
lowed ibon after. Afrer many movements, and fever al 
(kirmifhes between both armies* which only ferved to 
deftroy mankind, without determining the caufe of 
quarrel, he refolved at lafl to come to a dccifive bat* 
tie. For this purpofc he invefted the city of Tapfust 
fuppoOng that Scipio would attempt its relief, which 
turned out according to his expe^ations- Scipio* 
joining with the young king of Mauritania, advanced 
with his army, and encamping near Caefar, they icon 
came to a general battle. Csefar's fuccefs was as nfual, 
the enemy received a complete and final overthrovr 
with little or no lols on hit Gde. Juba and Petreius 
his general killed each other in defpait ; Scipio, at* 
tempting to efcape byiea into Spain, fell in among the 
enemy and was flain ( fo that, of all the generals of 
that undone party, Cato was now alone remaining. 

This extraordinary man, whom no profperity could 
c)ate, nor any misfortune deprefs, having ret red into ■ 
Africa after the battle of Pharfalia, had led the 
wretched remains of that defeat through burning de- 
faNs and traAs infefled with ierpents of various ma«^ 
lignity, and was now in the city of Utica, which he 
had been left to defend. Still « however, in love with 
even the (hew of Roman government, he had (ormed the 
principal citizens into a (enate, and cqnceiveda refo« 
lution of holding out the town. He accordingly af-' 
fembled his (enators upon this occafion, and demand- 
ed their advice upon what meafures were beft to be 
taken, and whether they (hould defend this lad city 
that owned the caufe of freedom. ** If/* faid he, 
** you are willin| to fubmir,to Catfar, I muft ac- 
" quiefcc ; but if you are willing to hazard the dan- 
•« gcrs of defending the lafl remains of liberty, let 
*« me be your guide and companion in fo great an en* 
•* terprize. Rome has often recovered from greater 
" caUmities than thcfe, and there are many motifes 
*' to encourage our attempt. Sp^ hu &t^Wtj\ \tv 

JB 5 ^^ ^N» 
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<* our caufc, and Rome itfelf bears the yoke with io- 
<• dignation. With rcfpcft to the hazards we muft 
*♦ encoiiixer, why (hould they terrify > Obfcrf c oar 
** enemy : he brates every dangeri and encounters 
*< every fatigue, to undo mankind and make his 
** country wretched ; and (hall we fcruple to fuffer a 
*< (hort interTa] of pain in a caufe fo glorious T' This 
fpeech had at fird a furprifing eflPeft ; but the enthufl- 
afmof liberty foon fubfidingi he was refoUed no longer 
to force men to be free who feemed naturally prone to 
ilavery. He now therefore defired fome of his friends 
to fave themfelfcs by fea, and bade others to relv upon 
Caefar's clemency ; obferving, that, as to himfelf» he 
was at h(\ viAorious. After thisi fupping chearfully 
among his friends, he retired to his apartment, where 
he behaTcd with unufual tenderi^efs to his fon, and to 
all his friends. When be came into his bed-chamber^ 
he laid himfelf down, and took up PIato*8 dialogue on 
the immortality of the foul ; and, having read for 
fome time, happening to cad his eyes to the head of 
his bed, he was much furprized not to find his fword 
, there, which had been taken away by his fun's order 
while they were at fupper. Upon this» calling one 
of his domedics to know what was become of his 
fword, and receiving no anfwer, he refumed his (la- 
dies ; but fome time after called for his fword again. 
When he had done reading, and perceived nobody 
obeyed him in bringing his fword, he called all his 
domeilics one after the other, and with a peremptoty 
air demanded his fword once more His (on came in 
foon after, and with tears befo'igTlt him, in the mod 
humble manner, to change his refol.ution ; but receiv- 
ing a l^ern reprimand, he defideJ from his perfuafions. 
His fword being at length brought him, he feemed 
iatisfied^ and critd our, ** Now again 1 am mader of 
** myfclf." He then took up the book again, which 
he read twice over, and fell into a found deep. Upon 
awaking, he called to one of his frttdnien to know if 
his friends were embarked, or if any thing yet re- 
ffliiiiied that could be done to ferve them. The 

frecdioaa 
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freedtnan aflu*ing him that all was qoiet» was then 
ordered again to leave the room. He was no fooner 
alone than he (iabbed himfelf wirh his fword through 
the brealU hue not with that force he intended; for 
the wound not dispatching hiro^ he fell upon his bed, 
and at the Ume time o\enmned a table on which he 
bad been drawing fome geometrical figures. At the 
nolfe he madt in his fall his fer^ anrs ^ave a (briek» and 
his Con and friends immediately entered the room* 
They found him weltering in his blood» and his bowels 
gufhcd out through the wound The phyiician who 
attended his family perceiving diat his inteRines were 
yet untouched » was for replacing them ; but when 
Cato had recovered his fcnfes, and onderftood their 
intention to preferve his life, he puihed the phydcian 
from him, and with a Herce relolution tore out his 
bowels ftnd expired.' 

In this manner t ato died, who was one of the niofl 
fatiltlefs chara^ers we 6nJ in tlie Koman hiflory. He 
was feverc but not cruel, he was ready to pardon 
much greater fault? in others than he could forgive in 
hinifcif His haughiin.:(s and auileriiy fcemed rather 
the efFe^ of principle than natural conilitution ; for 
no man was more huoiane to his dependents, or better 
loved by thofe about him. I'he con(Uncy of his op- 
pofjtion to Cselar proceeded fium a thorough convic- 
tion of the injuUice of his aims. And the lad a6l of 
his life was but conformable to the tenets of his fedi ' 
as the Stoics maintained, that life was a gift which all 
men might return to the donor when the prefent was 
00 longer plcafing 

C^far, upon hearing of Cato's end, could hot help 
obfciving, that as Cato hud envitd him the glory oC 
faving his hfe, fo he had re Ton ir> envy him the glo- 
ry of fo bravely dylrg. Upon his death, the war in 
Africa being complef^d, Caspar cfturntd in triumph 
to Rome ; a>u1, as u he had a()n :g<^d all his former 
triumphs only to cnrri?afi the fplendour of thts, the 
citizens were alt^nlihed at the m-gnihccncc « f the 
piuctffiony and uie nuipber of the couatius l\c l^d. . 
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fubdaed. It laded four days : the firft was fur Gaul, 
the fccond for E^ypt, the third for hit victories in Afia, 
and the fourth for that over Juba in Africa. His ve- 
teran foldiers, all fcarred widb wounds, and now laid 
up for his life, followed tneir triumphant genertt 
crowned with laurels, and condudled hirn to the ca- 
uitol. To every one of thefc be gave a fum equiva- 
lent to about an hundred and fifty pounds of our 
money, double that fum to the centurions, and four 
times as much to the fuperior officeri . 1 he citizens 
alfo fliared his bounty ; to every one of whom he dif- 
tributed ten bufhels of corn, ten pounds of oil, and 
a fum of money equal to about two pounds (lerliog of 
ouri . He, after this, entertained the people at al»ut 
twenty thoufand tables, treated them with the combat 
of gladiators, and filled Rome with a concourfe of 
fpe^ators from every part of Italy. 

The people, intoxicated with the allurements of 
pleafure, thought their freedom too fmall a rettam for 
luch benefits. They Teemed eager only to find out 
new modes of homage, and unufual methods of adu- 
lation for their great enflaver. He was created by a 
jaew title Magtfter Morum^ or ma Her of the morals 
of the people ; he received the title of emperor, father 
of his country ; his perfon was declared lacred ; and, 
in fhort, upon him atone were devolved for life all 
the great dignities of the Hate. It mufl be owned, 
however, that fo much power could not have been 
entrufled to better keeping. He immediately began 
his empire by repreiling vice and encouraging virtue. 
He committed the power of judicature to the feoators, 
and the knights alone, and by many fumptuary laws 
retrained the fcandalous luxuries of the rich. He 
propofed rewards to all fuch as had many children, 
and took the mod prudent methods of repeopling the 
city, that had been exhauftcd in the late commo- 
tions. 

Having thus redored profperity once more to 

Rome, he again found himfelf under a neccfHty of 

goirg into Spain, to oppofe an army which bad beeo 

rai/idibcre uAder-ibetwb foas oi Pompey, and La- 
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bienus his former geoeral. He proceeded in this ex- 
pedition with his ufual celerity, and arrived in Spain 
before the enemy thought him yet departed from Rome, 
Cneius and Sextus, Pompey's fons, profiting by their 
unhappy father's example, refolved as much as pofli- 
ble to protra^ the war ; fo that the firit operations of 
the two armies were fpent in fieges and fruitlefs at- 
tempts to furprizc each other. At Jength Cacfar, af- 
ter taking many cities from the enemy, and purfuing 
Pompey with unwearied pcrfeverance, at laft compel- 
led him to come to a battle upon the plains of Munda» 
Pompey drew up his- men by break of day upon the 
decitvity of an hill with great exaflnefs and order. 
Csfar drew up his men likewife in the plain below ; 
and, after adiancing a little way from his trenches, 
he ordered his men to make an halt, expelling the 
enemy to confie down from the hill. This delay 
made Cafar's foldiers hegin to murmur, while Pom- 
pey*s with full vigour poured down upon them, and a 
dreadful conflict began. Hitherto Caefar had fought 
for glory, but here he fought for life. His foldiers 
behaved with intrepidity, incited by the hopes of 
making this a final period to their labour. Pompey's 
men were not lefs (Irenuous, expelling no pardon, as 
having their lives formerly given them when over- 
thrown in Africa. The fird (hock was fo dreadful, 
that Caefar's men, who had hitherto been ufed to 
conquer, now began to waver ; Casfar was never in fo 
much danger as now ; he threw himfelf feveral times 
into the very throng of the batde. " What/' cried 
he, " are you going to give up your general, who is 
** grown grey in fighting at your head, to a parcel of 
*• boys V* Upon this his tenth legion, willing to re- 
cover their general's loft efteem, exerted themfelves 
with more than former bravery ; and a party of horfe 
being difpatched bv Labienus from the camp jn pur- 
fuit of a body of Numidian cavaliy, Casfar cried 
aloud, that they were flying. This cry inftantly 
fpread itfelf through both armies, exciting the one as 
msch as it deprelTed the other. Now therefore the 
vnih legion prcffcd forward, and a total to^t Cootk 
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enfue'^. Thirty thoufand men were killed on Pom- 
pty's (ide, amongfl whom was Labienus, whom QxUit 
ordertd xo be but led with the funeral honours of 3 
general officer. Cnerus Pompey efcaped with a few 
Eoifemen ro the Tea fide, but finding his pafTage inter" 
cepted by Caefar's lieutenant, he was ob.iged to feelc 
for a letreat in an obfcu'e cavern. Here» wounded 
and deditute of all kinds of fuccour, he patiently 
v^aited the approach of the enemy. He was quickly 
difcovered by fonie of the enemies troops, who pre- 
fently cut off his head and brought it to Caefar. Hit 
brother Sextos, however, concealed himfelf fo well 
that he efcaped all purfu<t ; fo that Czfar was. obliged 
to return without him, after having feverely fined the - 
cities of Spain for their late imputed rcbelhon. 

Cxfar by this la(l blow fubdt»ed all his avowed ene« 
mies, and had now conquered the bed part of the 
world in almo(t as (hurt a time as others would travel 
through the fame extent of country He therefore 
returned to Rome for the lall time to receive new 
'dlgoities and honouis, and to enjoy in hi", own per- 
fon an accumulation of aU the great offires of the . 
flate. Still, however, he pretended to a mocfera'ion 
in the enjoyment of his power ; he left the confuls to 
be named bv the people ; but, as he pofTefTed all the 
authority ot the office, it from this time began to fink 
into contempt. He enlarged the number of fenators 
alfo ; but as he had prcvioudy deflroyed their power, 
their new honours were but empty titles. He took 
care to par<lon all who had been in arms againil him, 
•but not till he had deprived thorn of the power of re- 
fiftance. He even let up once more the fUtues of 
Pompey, which, however, as Cicero ob'erved, he 
only did to.fecure his own. Infhort, if his clemen- 
cy, his jufiice and moderation did not proceed from 
\irtue, yet thev had all the efTcft of virtues in the lUw, 
which anfwctcd the purpoleof thr public as well. 

The reft of this exvraor.^inary man s life was em- 
ployed for the advantage of the (lare. He adorned 
ihcciiN with magnihcent buildings; he rebuilt C^ar- 
likt£c and Cortatb, /ending colonics 10 boiVv c^\'\«^; he 
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undertook to level fe? cral moantains in Italy, to drain 
the Pomptine marfhes near Rome, and defigned to cue 
through the Ifthraus of Peloponnefus. Thus with a 
mind that could irever remain ina^life, he pondered 
mighty proje^s and defigns beyond the limits of the 
longed life ; but the greateii of all was hts intended 
expedition againd the Parthians, by which be de- 
figned to revenge the death of CrafTus ; then to pafs 
through Hyrcania, and enter Scythia along the banks 
of the Cafpian Tea ; from thence to open himfelf a ' 
way through the immeafurable foreds- of Germany 
into Gaul, and fo return to Rome. Thefc were the.' 
aims of ambition : the jealoufy of a few individuals 
put an end to them all. 

The fenate with an adulation which marked the 
degeneracy of the times, contrived to load him with 
frelh honours, and he contrived vnth equal vanity to 
receive them. They called one of the months of the 
year after his name ; they flampt money with his 
image : they ordered his ftatuc to be fet up in all the 
cities of the empire ; they ioftiiuted public facrifices 
on his birth day ; and talked, even in his life time, 
of enrolling him in the number of their gods. Anto- 
ny, at one of their public ftftivals, fooiifhiy ventured 
to offer him a diadem; but he put it back again, re- 
fufing it feveral times, and receiving at every refufal 
joud acclamations from the people. One day, when 
the fenate ordered him fome particular honours, he 
negledled to rife from his feat ;.and from that nion^nt 
envy began to mark him for deftru(fhon. Mankind 
are ever moft offended at any trefpals on ccren ony, 
fince a violation of decorum is ufually an initance if 
contempt. Jt began therefore to b" iumoured that he 
intended to make himfelF king, which, though in fad 
he was, the people, who had an utter averfion to the 
name, could not bear his affuming the title, VVhc- 
ther he really defigned to afTunie that empty honour 
muft now for* ever remain a fecret ; but certain it is 
that the unTufpeding opennefs of his condud marked 
fome»hing like a confidence in the innocence of his m- 
temions, Whca iqform^i by ihofe aboul Vi\ra o'^ vV^ 
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jealoufies of many perfont who envied his power, he 
was heard to fay, That he had rather die Once by 
treafon, than to iive continually io the apprehenfioD 
of it : when advifcd by fome to beware of Hrutus, in 
whom he' had for fome time repofed the created con- 
fidence, he opened his breaf^ all icarred with 
wounds, faying, ** Can you think Brutus c&res foe 
** fuch poor pniige as this V* and being one night at 
fupper, as his friends difpuied among themfelves what 
death was cafiefl, he replied, I hat which was moft 
fudden and lead forefeen. But to convince the world 
how little he had to apprehend from his enemies, he 
difbanded his company of Spani(h guards, which fa- 
cilitated the enterprize a^nind his life ; for he diould 
hare confidered that confidence in an ufurper is bur 
raftintfs. 

A deep la d confpiracy was abfolutely i(V agitation 
Againd him, compoitd ot no lefs than tixty Senators. . 
1 hey were ftW the more formidable, as the generali- 
ty ot them were of his own party ; and being raifed 
above other citizens, felt more drongly the weight of - 
a fingle fuperior At the head of this coofpiracy was 
Brmus, whole life Csfar had fpared after the battle 
of Pharfalia ; and C'adius, who was pardoned foon 
after, both proctors for the preftnt year. Brutus 
made it hit chief glory to have been defcendcd from 
that Brutus who fird gave liberty to Rome. Tht paf- 
fon for freedom feemed to have been tranfmitted 
with the b!o9d of his ancedors down to him. But 
though he detcded tvranny, yet he could not forbear 
loving the tyrant, from whom he had received the 
mod fi^nal benefits. However, the love of his coun- 
try broke all the ties of privnte friend (hip, and he en- 
tered into a confpiracy which ^as to dcdroy his bene- 
fa^or. Caffius, on the other hand, was impetuous 
and proud^ and hated Caefar's perfon dill more than 
his caufe He had often fought an opportunity of 
gratifying his revenge by adafHnation, which took rife 
father from private than from public motives. 
The confpirators, to give a colour o^ \u^\ct xo xWw 
^fvccediogs, remitted the extcuuon o( x.Vk\% d^^vi \o 
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the ides of March, the day on which Czfar was to be 
offered the crown. The augurs had foretold that this 
day would be fatal to hia) ; and the night preceding 
he heard his wife Calphurnia lamenting in her deep, 
and being awakened, (he conftifed to him, that fhe 
dreamt of his being aifaiCoattd in her arms. Thefe 
omens in fome meafure began to change his intentions 
of going to the feoate, as he had relolved, that day ; 
but one of the confpiratorsy coming in, prevailed upon 
him to keep his rcfolution, telling him of the re- 
proach which would attend bis (laying at home till 
his wife had lucky dreams, and of the preparations 
that were made lor bis appearance. As he went 
along to the ienate, a ilave, who haftened to him with 
ioformatioo of the confpiracy, attempted to come 
sear him, but could not for the crowd. Artemido- 
rusy a Greek philofopher, who had difcoveted the 
whole plot, delivered biro a memorial containing the 
heads of his information ; but Caefar gave it, with 
other papersy to one of his fecretaries without read- 
ingy as was ufual in things of this nature. Being at 
length entered the fenate houfe, where the confpira- 
tors were prepared to receive him, he met oile Spu- , 
rina, an augur, who had foretold his danger, to 
whom he (aid, fmiling, ** Wtik, Spurina, the ides 
** of March are come, ' *' Yes," replied the augur, 
«* but they are not yet over." As (oon as lie had 
taken his place, the confpirators came near him» un- 
dtr pretence of faluting him ; and (Jiraber, who was 
^oc of them, approached in a (uppliant poQure, pte- 
icnding to fue for his brother's pardon, who was ba- 
ni(hed by his order. All the confpirators fecondtd 
him with great earneQnefs ; and Cimber feeming to 
fue with liill greater fubmiffion, took hold of tlie 
button of his robe, holding him fo as to prevent his 
riling. This was the (ignal agreed on^ Cafca, wiio 
was beLind, (tabbed . him, thcmgh (lightly, in the 
(lioulder. Casfar inftantly turned round, and, with 
the ftyle of his tablet wounded him in the arm. 
However all the c^infpirators were now alarmed, and 
ificlo(ing him round, he received a fecoad flab from 
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an unknown .hand in ihc brcaf!, while Caflius wound- 
ed him in the face. He ftill defended himfclf with 
great vigour, rufhing among them, and throwing 
down fuch as oppofed him, till he faw Brutus among 
the confpirators, who, coming up, (truck his dagger 
in his thigh. From that moment Csfar thought no 
more of defending himfclf, but looking upon this 
confpirator, cried out, "And you too, my Ton!'' 
Then covering hit head, and fpreading his robe before 
him, in order to fall with greater decency, he funk 
iovfn at the bafe of Pompey's (latue, after reteivins 
three and twenty wounds from hands which he haa 
▼Ainly fuppofed he had difarmed by his benefits, 

Casfar was killed in the fifty- fixth year of his age. 
and about fourteen years after he began the cooqueft 
of the world. If we examine his hiftorv^ we fhall 
be equally at a lofs whether mod to admfre his great- 
abilities or his wonderful fortune. To pretend to fay 
that from the beginning he planned the fubje^ion of 
his native country, is doing no great credit to his 
well-known penetration, as a thoufand obflacles laty 
in his way, which fortune, rather than condu^, wal 
to furmount. No man, therefore, of his fagacity,- 
would have begun a fcheme in which the chances of 
fucceeding were fo many againfl him : it is rtiofl pro- 
bable, that, like all very fuccefiiful men, he only 
made the beft of every occurrence ; and his ambition 
rifing with his good fortune, from at firf! being con- 
tented with humbler aims, he at la(( began to think 
of governing the world, when he found fcarce any 
obfUcIc to oppofe h's defigns. Such is the difpofi- 
tion of man, whofe cravings after power are always-j 
moil infatiable when he enjoys the greated (hare. 
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CHAP. II. 



Ftom the death of Casfar to the battle of AAium and 
the death of ADtony, which fettled the conftitutioa 
10 Augaftut. 



u. 



_ I PON the death of Ccfar a conjunAore 
bappeoed which was never koowo befdre $ U. C« 
. there was no looger any tyrantf and yet It- 710* 
berry was extinguifhed ; for the caufes which 
bad coDtributed to its defiraflion ftill fubfifted to 
prevent its reTival. The feoate had made an ill ufe 
of their power in the times of 8yllay and the people 
ihaddered at the thought of truding them with it 
once more. 

As foon as the co'nfpirators had difpatched Caefar, 
they began to addrefs themfelves to the fenate, in or* 
der to vindicate the motives of their enterprife» and 
to excite them to join in procuring their country's 
freedom : but the univerfal coldnefs with which their 
cxpodulations were received, foon taught them to 
fear their condu^ would not meet with many advo- 
cates. All the fenators who were not accomplices 
fled with fuch precipitation, that the lives of fo ne of 
them were endangered in the throng. 7 he people 
alfo being now alarmed, left their ufual occu|)aiions, 
and ran tumuituoufly through tfte city ; fome a(51uatcd 
by their fears, and llill more by a defire of plunder. 
In this (Utt of confufion, the canfpirators all retired 
to the Capitol, and guarded its accefl'es by a body of 
gladiators which Biutus had in pay. It was in vain 
liity alleged ihcy only (Iruck for freec^om, and that 
they killed a tyrant who ufurped the rights of man* 
kind : the people, accudomed to luxury and cafe, lit- 
tle regarded their proftflions, dreadir.g more the dan- 
gers of povcriy than of fubjf<51ion. 
The friends of the late dilator now began to find 
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that this was the time (or coming into greater power 
than before, and for fatisfying their ambition under 
the veil of promoting juftice. Of this number was 
Antony, whoA we ha^e already fcen a^ing as lieu- 
tenant under OeGtr, and governing Rome in his ab* 
fence with foch little judice or decency. He was a 
man of moderate abil ties^aod exceflive vices, ambiti- 
ous of power, only becaufe it gave his pieafures a 
wider range to riot in ; but (killed in war, to which 
he had been trained from his youth. He was coofut 
for this year, and refolved, with Lepidus, who was 
fond of commotions like himfelf, to leize thi« oppor* 
tunity of gaioiog that power which Csefar had died 
for ufurping. Lepidus, therefore, took pofTefGon of 
the Forum with a band of foldi^rs at his devotion ; 
and Antony, being conful, was permitted to command 
them. Their firft (lep was to pofTefs themfelres of 
all Caefar't papers and money^ and the next to con- 
vene the fenate. Never had this auguft afTemblybeen 
convened npon Co delicate an occafion, as it was to 
determine whether Cxfar had been a legal magidrate 
or a tyrannical ufurper ; and whether thofe who kill- 
cd him merited rewards or ponifhments. There were 
many of thefe who had received their promotions 
from Csefar, and had acquired large fortunes in con* 
fequencc of his appointments : to vote him an ufur* 
per, therefore, would be to endanger their property, 
and yet to vote him innocent might endanger the (late* 
In this dilemma they feemed willing to reconcile ex« 
tremes ; wherefore they x,/')roved all the a^s of Cxfar, 
and yet granted a general pardon to all the confpirators* 
1 his decree was very far from giving Antony fatis* 
fa^ion, as it granted fccurity to a number of men 
who were the avowed enemies of tyranny, and who 
would be foremod in oppofjng his fchemes of reftor* 
ing abfolu'te power. As therefore the fenatc had ra* 
tilied all Cselar's a^s without dtfHntflion, he formed 
a/cheme upon this of making, him rule when dead as 
imperioufly as he had dune when living. Being, at 
^as fiiid, ponk(rcd of Csefar's books o^ atcounte, he 
fo far gained upon hia fecretgry as to mAe him infert 

whatever 
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^liatever he thought proper. By thefe means great 
fumi of money, which Cseiar never would have be- 
ffowed» were here diflributed among the people ; and 
every man who had any feditious defigns againfl the 
goveroment was here fure of findmg a gratuity. 
Things being in this forwardnefs, he demanded that 
Caefar*s faneral obfequies (hould be performed, which 
the ienate now could not decently forbid, as they had 
aever declared him a tyrant : accordingly the body 
was brought forth into the Forum with the utmo/c 
felemnity ; and Antony who charged himfelf with 
thcfe la(l duties of friendfhip, began his operations 
upon the paffions of the people by the pre\ ailing mo- 
tives of private intereA. He iirft read them Czfar's 
will, in which he had left 06avius, h'S fil^er*s grand* 
fon« his heir, permitting him to take the name of 
Cxiar; and three parts of his private fortune Brutus 
was to inherit in cafe of his death. 7 he Roman peo- 
ple were left the gardens which he had on the other 
lidc the Tyber , and every citizen, inpariiculac, was 
to receive three hundred feflerces. This lad bequeft 
not a little contributed to encreafe the people's affec- 
tion for their late dilator ; they now began to conii- 
der Cxfar as a father, who not fatisfied with doing 
*them the greatefl good while living, thought of bene- 
fiting them even after death. As Antony continued 
reading, the multitude began to be moved, and (ighs 
and lamentations were heard from every quarter. 
Antony feeing the audience favourable to his defigns, 
DOW began to addrefs the affembly in a more pathetic 
ilrain ; he prefented before them Caefar's bloody robe» 
and, as he unfolded it, took care they (hould obferve 
the number of (labs in it : then difpiaying ao image 
which to them appeared the body of Caefar all cover- 
ed with wounds; ••This," cried he, •• this is all 
•* that is left of him who was befriended by the godf, 
** and loved by mankind even to adoration. This is he 
** to whom we vowed eternal fidelity, and whofe 
** perCbo both the fenate and the people concurred to ' 
** declare was facred. Behold now the execution of 
'' thofe vows ; behold here the proof of oar ^mtaadc \ 
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•* The braved of men deftroyed by the moft ungrate- 
** ful of mankind ( he who (howered down his bene- 
** (its upon the betrayers, found his death as the only 
** return ! Is there none to revenge his caufe i Ii 
** there none that, mindful of former benefits* will 
** fhew hirofelf now deferring of them ? Yes, there 
** is one : Behold me, O Jupiter, thou avenger of 
** the brave, ready to ofier up my life upon this glo- 
'< rious occafion. And you, ye deities, proted^n 
^< of the Roman empire, accept my folemn vows, and 
** favour the re^itude of my intentions." The people 
could now no longer contain their indignation ; they 
unanimoufly cried out for revenge ; all the old foldiert 
who had fought under him burnt, with his body, 
their coronets, and other marks of conqueft with 
which he had honoured them. A great number of 
the firfl mations in the city threw in their ornaments 
alfo ; till at length rage fucceeding to (brrow, the 
multitude ran, with 6aming brands, from the pile, 
to f€t fire to the confpirators houfe's. In this rage of 
refentment, meeting with one Cinna, whom they 
miflook for another of the fame name who was in the 
confpiracy, they tore him in pieccf. The confpira- 
tors themfclves, however, being well guarded, re- 
puifcd the multitude with no great trouble; but per- 
ceiving the rage of the people, they thought it, loon 
after, fi^feft to retire from the city. The populace 
being thus left to themfclves, fet no bounds to their - 
forrow and gratitude. Divine honours were grahted 
him, an altar was ereded on the place where his body 
was burnt, where, afterwards, was erected a columa 
infcribcd to the father of his country. 

In the mean time Antony, who had excited this 

flame, refolved to make the beft of the occafion. 

Having gained the people By his zeal in Czfar's caufe, 

he next endeavoured to bring over the fenate by a 

feeming concern for the freedom of the ftaie. He 

therefore propofcd to recall Sextus, Pompey's only 

remaining font who had concealed himfelf in Spain 

/jncethc death of his father : and lo ^T?iivx\\\m \\ift 

command of sdl the fleets of ihc cmpuc. >Aa^ ^«J«- 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 23 

Dep to their confidence, was the quelling a fedition of 
tbe people who rofe to revenge the death of Caefar, 
and potting their leader Amathus to death, who pre- 
tended to be the Too of Marius. He after this, pre- 
tended to dread the refentment of the multitude, and 
demanded a guard for the fecurlty of his perfonb 
The fenate granted bis requefl, and, under this pre- 
textt he drew round him a body of fix thoufand re« 
folate men, attached to his ioterefl, and ready to ex- 
ecute his commands. Thus he continued every day 
making rapid flrides to abfolute power ; all the au- 
thority of government was lodged in his hands, and 
thoTe of his two brothers alone, who fliared among 
them the confular, tribunltian, and praetorian power. 
His vows to revenpe Caeiar's death feeraed cither 
pot\poned, or totally foi gotten ; and his only aims 
feemed to be to confirm himfelf in that power, which 
he had tiius artfully acquired But an obflacle to his 
ambition feemed to ariie from a quarter un which he 
UaH txpefted it. I his was from Udavius Caefar, 
afterwards called Auguftu?, as we (hall henceforth 
take leave to call him, though he dul not receive the 
title till long after. Augulfus, who was the grand 
nephew, and adopted ion of Caefar, was at Apoilo- 
nia when his kmiman was (lain. He was then but 
eighteen years old, and had been fent to that city to 
improve himfelf in the ftudy of Grecian literature. 
Upon the news of Caslar's death, notwithflitnding ihe 
earnell diffuafions of all his friends, "he refolved to 
return to Rome, to claim the inheritance, and re« 
venge the death of his uncle. From the former pro- 
feffions of Antony, he expe<fled to find him a warm 
afliAant to his aims ; and he doubted not, by his con- 
currence, to take fignal vengeance on all who had a 
hand in the confpiracy. However he v/as greatly dif- 
appointed. Antony, whole prcjedls weie all to ag- 
grandize himfelf, gave him but a very cold reception, 
and, indead of granting him the fortune left him by 
the will, delayed the payment of it upon various pre- 
tences, hoping to check his ambition by limiting his 
circumftances. Bur Ay^uftus feems 10 hav^iuVvtux^d^ 
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not only the wealth, but the inclinations of his uncle ; 
inftead, therefore, of abating his claim?, he even (old 
his own patrimonial eftate, to pay fuch legacies as 
Cxfar had left, and particularly that to the people. 
By thefe nieans he gained a degree of popularii j« 
which his enemies vainly laboured ro dinrini(h» and 
which, in faft, he had many other methods to procure. 
His converfatioD was elegant and infinuating, his 
fa-'C comely and graceful, and bis affedion to the late 
didlator fo fincere, that every perfon was charmed, 
either with his piety or his addrefs. But what added 
Aill more to his intered was the name of Caefar» 
which he had afTumed, and, in confequence of which, 
the former followers ol his unde now Hocked in great 
numbers to him. AH thefe he managed with fuch 
art, that while he gained their aiFeftions, he never lo(l 
their efleera ; fo that Antony now began to conceive 
a violent jealoufy for the talents of his youiig oppo- 
nent, and fecretly laboured to counteract all his de- 
figns. In faft, he did not want reafon ; for the array ' 
near Rome, that had long wifhed to fee the confpira- 
tors punifhcd, began to turn from him to his rival, 
whom ihcy faw more (incerely bent on gratifying their 
defires. Antony halving procured alfo tUe government 
of Hither Gaul from the people, two of his legions^ 
that he had brought home rrom his former govern- 
ment of Macedonia, went over to Augudua^ notwith- 
ftanding ail his remondrances to detain them. This 
produced, as ufual, interviews, complaints, recrimi- 
nations, and pretended reconciliations, which only 
tended to widen the difference; fo that, at length, 
both fides prepared for war. Thus the (iate wa-s di- 
vided into three di(lin<a fadions ; that of Auguftus, 
who aimed at procuring Cacfar's inheritance, and re- ^ 
venging his death ; that of Antony, whofe folc vie# 
was to obtain abfolute power ; and that of the con- 
fpirators, who endeavoured toreftore the fcnate to its 
former authority. 

Antony being raifed by the people to his new go- 
vernment of Cifalpine Gaul, contrary to thelnclinati- 
Tb of the fenatc, i cfoVvcd \o ^taw vx^otv VvU ^roviucc 
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immeHiately, and oppofe Brutus, who commanded a 
fmall body of troops there, while his army was yet 
entire. He accordingly left Rome, and marching 
thither« commanded Bmtus to depart. Brutus being 
unable to oppofe bim, retired with his forces; but be- 
ing pnrfued by Antony, he was at Jafl befieged in the 
city of Mutina, of which he fent word to the fenate* 

In the mean while, Augoftus, who, by this time, 
had raifed a body oi ten thoufand men, returned to 
Rome ; and being refolfed, before he attempted to 
take Tengeance on the confpirators, if poffible, to di- 
minifh the power of Antony, began, by bringing over 
the fenate to fecond bis dehgns. In this he fucceed- 
ed, by the credit of Cicero, who long had hated An- 
tony, becaufe he thought him the enemy of the flate. 
Accordingly, by means of his great eloquence, a de- 
cree was paiSed, ordering Antony to raife the fiege of 
Mutina, to evacuate Cifalpine Gaul, and to await 
the further orders of the fenate upon the banks of the 
JRabfcon. It may eafily be fuppofed, that, in the 
prefent ftate of government in Rome, a commander, 
at the liead of a vi^orious army, would pay little at- 
tention to an ineffedive decree. Antony treated the 
order with contempt, and inflead of obeying, began 
to profefs his difpleafure at being hitherto fo fubmif- 
five. Nothing now therefore remained for the fenate, 
but to declare him an enemy to the {late, and to fend 
• Augnftus, wKh the army he had raifed, to curb his 
infoience. Auguftus was very ready to offer his 
army for this expedition, in order to punifh his own 
private injuries, before he undertook thofe of the 
public. The two confuls, Hirtius and Panfa, joined 
all their forces, and thus combined, they marched, 
at the head of a numerous army, againfl Antony, 
into Cifalpine Gaul. He, on his part, was not flow 
in oppofing them. After one or two inefFe(5lual con. 
Aids, both armies came to a general engagement ; 
in which Antony was defeated, and compelled to fly 
to Lepidos, who commanded a bod^ oC ^otcc^ \Ti 
farther GauL This vidory, howc^et, viVAcVi ^xo- 

Vol. IL C xk&^ 
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mifed the fenate fo much faccefs, produced cflFeAs 
Tery different from their expedtatidns. The two 
-coofuls were mortally wounded ; but Panfa^ pre?ions 
to his death, called Aoguflus to his bedfide, advifed 
him to join with Antonv, telling him that the fenate 
only wanted to depreis both, by oppofing them to 
each other. The advice of the dying conful funk 
deep 00 ibe fpirils of Auguftus ; fo that, from that 
time, he only fought a pretext to break with thenu 
-—They giving the command of a part of bis «rmy to 
Decinnis Brutus, and their denying him a triumph 
foon after, ierved to alienate his miod entirely from 
them, and made htm refoJve to join Antony and Le«^ 
pidus. He was willing, however, to try the feoate 
thoroughly, before he came to an open rupture ; 
wherefore, he fent to demand the conuiKhip, whicB 
was refufed him. He then thought himfelf obliged 
to keep no meafures with that aifembly, but privately 
fent to found the inclinations of Antony and Lepidus* 
concerning a junction o( forces, and found them at 
eager to aiTiil, as the fenate was to oppofe himJ 
Antony was, in fa^, the general of both armies, 
and Lepidus was only nominally fof bis foldiers re- 
fufing to obey him upon the approach of the former. 
Wherefore, upon being aflured of the afEftance of 
Augudus, upon their arrival in Italy, they foon 
crofTed the Alps, with an army of feventeen legtonif 
breathing revenge againd all who had oppo&d their 
defigns. 

The fenate now began, too late, to perceive their 
error, in offering to difoblige Augudus ; they there- 
fore gave him the confulfhip which they had lo lately 
refufed, and to prevent his joining with Antony, flat- 
tered him with new honours, and gave him a power 
fuperior to ail law. The firik ufe Auguftus made of 
his new authority was, to procure a law for the con- 
demnation of Brutus and Caflius, and, in ihort, to 
join his forces with tho(e of Antony and Lepidus. 

The meeting of thefe three ufurpers of their coun- 
try's freedom was oear Mutinai upon a little ifland 

of 
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■of the river Paraous. Their mutual fuTpicioi^ were 
the caufe of their meeting in a place where they could 
not fear aoy treachery ; for even in their union they 
Coold not dived themfelves of mutual diffidence. — 
Lepidus firft entered, and finding all things fafe» 
made the fi^oal for the other two to approach. They 
embraced each t>ther qpon their firft meeting, and Au- 
guftus began the conference by thanking Antony for 
his zealy in putting Decimus Drutus to death, who, 
being abandoned by his army, was taken, as he was 
defigning to efcape into Macedonia, and beheaded by 
Antony's command. They then entered upon the 
bufinefs that lay before them without any retrofpec- 
tion of the paft. I'heir conference lafled for three 
days, and, io this period, they fixed a dividon of 
government, and determined upon the fate of thou< 
Kinds. One can fcarce avoid wondering, how that 
qity, wh^ph gave birth to fuch men as Fabricius and 
Cato, could now be a tame fpedator of a conference, 
which bartered away the lives and liberties of the 
people at their pleafure. To fee thefe three men, 
ieated, withoist attendants, on the highefl part of a 
defolate iHand, marking out whole citie's and nations 
for deflrudtion, and yet none to oppofe their defigns, 
(hews what changes may quickly be wrought in the 
bravefl people in a very fhort time. — The refult of 
the conference j/as, that the fupreme authority fhould 
be lodged in their hands, under the title of the 1 ri- 
umvirate, for the fpace of five years ; that Antony 
(hould have Gaul ; Lepidus, Spain ; and Auguflusy 
Africa, and the Mediterranean iflands. As for Italy, 
and the eaflern provinces, they were to remain ia 
common, until their general enemy was entirely fub- 
dued. Uut the lafl article of their union was a dread- 
ful one : It was agreed, that ail their enemies ihould 
be deftroyed, of which each ptefenicd a lift — In 
thefe were comprifed, not only the enemies, but the 
friends of the Triumvirate, fince the partifans of the 
one were often found among. the oppofers of the 
other. Thus Lepidus gave up his brother Paulus to 
L 2 \\i^ 
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the Tengeance of his collegue; Antony permitted 
the profcription of his uncle Lucius ; and AucuRus 
delivered up the great Cicero. The moft facred 
rights of nature were violated ; three hundred fena* 
torst and above two thoufand knights, were included 
in this terrible profcription ; their fortunes were con* 
fifcated, and their murderers enriched with the (poil/ 
Rome foon felt the cffe^s of this infewial union : 
nothing but cries and lamentations were to be heard 
through all the city, fcarce an houfe efcaping without 
a murder. No man dared to refufe entrance to the 
aflaflinsy although he had no other hope of fafety ; 
and this city, that was once the beauty of the world, 
feemed now reduced to defolation without an army; 
and now felt the effe^s of an invading enemy, with 
all the deliberate malice of cool blooded daughter. 

In this horrid carnage, Cicero was one of tho(e 
principally fought after, who for a while, ftemed to 
evade the malice of his porfuers ; but upon hearing 
of the flaughters that were committed in Rome, he 
fct forward from his Tufculan villa, towards the fca* 
fjde, with an intent to tranfport himfelf dire^ly out 
. of the reach of his enemies. There finding a ve/Tel. 
ready, he prefently embarked; but the winds being 
adverfe, and the Tea wholly uneafy to him, after he 
had failed about two leagues along the coad, he was 
obliged to land, and fpend the night upon fliore— 
From thence he was forced by the importunity of his 
fervants, on board again, but was foon afterwards 
obliged to land at a country feat of his, a mile from 
the (hore, weary of life, and declaring he was refblr- 
ed to die in the country which he had fo often faved. 
-—Here he dept foundly for fome time, till hn fer- 
vants once more forced him away in a litter towarde 
the (hip, having heard that he was puriued hy a party 
of Antony's affatfins, They were fcarce departed^ 
when the aflaifins arrived at his houfe, and perceiv- 
ing him to be .fled, purfued him immediately towards 
the fea, and overtook him in a wood that lay near the 

4ore.^— Their leader was one Popdias LenaSi a tri* 
i- buoe 
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bune of the army, whofe life Cicera had formerly de- 
fended and faTcd. As/oon as the ibkiiers appeared^ 
the fcrvants prepared to defend their mafler's Jife, at 
the hazard of their own } but Cicero commanded 
them to fet him down^ and to make no rcfidance. 
They foon cut off his head and his hands, returning 
with them to Rome» aa the moA agreeabJe prefent to 
their crael employer. Antony, who was then at 
Rome, rieceived them with extreme joy, rewarding 
the murderer with a large fum of money, and placed 
Cicero*s head oil the roftrum, as if there once more 
to reproach his yile inhumanity. Cicero was flain in 
the uxty-thtrd year of his age» but not until he had 
Uin his country ruined before him.—- ^* The glory he 
« obtained/' fays Julius Caeiary ** was as much above 
** all other triumphs^ as the extent of the Roman ge- 
** nius was aboye that of the bounds of the Roman 
" empire.'* 

Thus the profcrijption went on to rage for fome 
time with as much violence as when it began. As 
many as could efcape its cruelty fled either into Ma- 
cedonia to Brutus, or found refuge with young Pom- 
pey, who was now in Sicily, and covered the Medi- 
• terraneao with his numerous navy. Their cruelties 
were not aimed at the men alone 1 but the fofter fex 
were in dancer of being marked as objeds either of 
avarice or reientment. They made out a lift of four- 
teen hundred women of the bed quality, and the 
richeft in the city, who were ordered to give in an 
account of their fortunes, to be taxed in proportion. 
But this feemed fo unpopular a meafure, and was fo 
firmly oppofed by Hortenfia, who fpoke againd it, 
that, inftead of fourteen hundred women, they were 
content to tax only four hundred. However, they 
made op the deficiency, by extending the tax upon 
men ; near an hundred thoufand, as well citizens as- 
ilrangers, were compelled to furnifh fupplies, to the 
fubverfion of their country's freedom. At lad, both 
the avarice and vengeance of the Triumviri feemed 
fully fatisfied, and they went into the fenate to de- 
clare that the profcription was at ati end \ a.ud xYv>q% 
Juria^ deluged the city with blood, A.\igaL^^.>a^* 
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Antony, feaving Lepidus to dcfip»d Rome in; tffcin 
•abfcnce, marched with their army to oppofe the con* 
fpirators, who were now at the head of a formidable 
army in Afia. 

Brutus ami CafHiis, the priiicipa! of thef^, upon the 
death of Cacfar, being compelled to quit Rome, wenl^ 
into Greece, where fiiey perf^iaded the Roman (la* 
dents at Athens to <leclarc in the ca«fc of freedom 5. 
then parting, the former raifed a powerful army i« 
Macedonia,, and the adjacent coontries, while the lat« 
ter went into Syria, where he foon^came mafter ot 
twelve legions,, and reduced his opponent, DolabeHa^ 
to fach ftreig^ts as to kill himfelf. Both annies foon^ 
after joined at Smyrna, the fight of fech a formieU*^ 
We force beg^n 10 revive the declining fpims^^ of the 
party, and to re-nnitt t^e two generals dill more 
dofely, between whom there bad been, fiome time 
before, a flight mifandcrf!anding. In ffiort^ having, 
qoitted Italy like d4llrei^ed exiUs,. withoac having one 
fingle foldfer^ or one toWn lliM oHftx&^itlSiT eWfttT^ 
mand, tbey no^ found themielves at the head of a. 
iiourifliing army, farnifhed with all the liecel&ries fx>r 
carrying on the war, and in a colulition to /upport ^ 
tiooteft w^ete the empire of the world depended oiv 
the event. This fuccefs in raifing levies ww entirely 
owing to the juftice, moderation^ and great humanity^ 
of BrutQs, who, in every inflance, feemed (!udiou«6 
qf the happinefs of his country and not his own. 

It WfiS in this flouriihing flate of their afl^rs, iIkr^ 
the confpirator9 had formed a reiblution of goiftg; 
againfl Cleopatra, who, on her fi<fe, had made great 
preparations to affift their opponents. However, i hey 
were diverted from this purpofe by. an information thrft^ 
Augoftus and Antony were now upon their march,, 
with forty legions to oppofe them. Brutus now,, 
therefore, moved to have their arniy pafs ov^r inio> 
Greece and Macedonia, and there meet the enemy ;, 
but Calfius fo far prevailed, as to have the Rhodian^ 
andLycians firfl reduced, who had refufed their ufuaL 
.contributions. This expedition was immedia^ly put 

vxecution, and cxuaordinaty cootribatrons were 
id by that means, iVic Wkodiutk* \k«wa^ ^wct 
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thy thin^ \th them bat their Iitcs. Hie Lycians fuf* 
fered dill more feverely ; for having (hut themfelves 
up in the city of Xamhius, thej defended the place 
againft Brutus with fuch fury, that neither his arts 
Dor eotreaties could prevail upon them to furrender. 
At length, the town being let on fire, by their at- 
tempting to burn the works of the Romans^ Brutus, 
inflead of laying hold on this opportunity to (lorm 
the place» made every effort to pre(etve it, entreating 
bis ibidiers to try all means of extinguifliing the Hre : 
bat the defperate phrenzy of the citizens was not to 
be mollified. Far from thinking themfelves obliged 
to their geoerous enemy » for the efforts which were 
made to (ave them, they refolved to perifh in the 
Bancs. Wherefore* inflead of extinguifliing, they 
did tIJ in their power to augment the (ire, by throwing 
in ¥rood« dry reeds, and all kinds of fewcL Nothing 
could exceed the diflrcfs of BrntuSf upon feeing the 
townfmen thus rcfblotely bent oa deftroying them* 
leltes ; be rode about the fortificatioosy ((retching out 
his haisds to the Xaothiansy and conjuring them to 
have pity on themfelves and their city ; but infendble 
to his expofhdationsy they ruihed into the flames with 
dc(perate obAinacy, and the whole foon became an 
heap <^ undifiingaifhable ruin. At this horrid fpec- 
tacle Brutos melted into tears* offering a reward to 
every (bldier who would bring him a Lyciao alive. 
The number of thofe whom it was poffible to fave 
from their own fury amounted to no more than one 
hundred and fifty. 

Brutus and Caffius met once more at Sardis* where* 
after the ufual ceremonies were paffed between them* 
they refolved to have a private conference together.-— 
They (hut themfelves upihcrcforc, in the (irft conve- 
nient houfe* with exprefs orders to their fervants to 
give no admiiBon. Brutus began, by reprimanding 
Caflius for having difpofed of offices* which (hould 
ever be *he reward of merit, and for having overtaxed 
the tributary dates. Cadios retorted the imputation 
of avarice with the more bitternefs* as he knew the 
charge to be grouodlefs. The debate grew warm* 
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till, from loud fpeakingy they burfl into tears. TheTr 
fritnds, who were (landing at the door^ overheard the 
increafing vehemence of their ▼oices, and began to 
dread for the confequences, till Favonias, who valued 
himfelf upon a cynical boldncfs, that knew no re- 
firaint, entering the room with a jefl, calmed their 
nooftuaJ animofity« Cafltus was ready enough to fore- 
go his anger, being a man of great abilities^ but of 
uneven difpodtion, not averfe to pleafore in private 
company, and upon the whole, of morale not quite 
Sincere. But the conduct of Brutus was always per- 
fcAly (leady. An even gentlenefs, a noble elevation 
of fentiments, a (Irength of mind, over which neither 
vice nor pleafure could have any influence, an inflexi* 
ble firmnefs in the defence of juftice, compofed the 
charader of that great man. In confequcnce of thefe 
qualities, he was beloved by bis army, doated upon by 
his friends, and admired by all good men. After 
their conference, night coming on, CafTius invited 
Brutus and his friends to an entertainment, where 
freedom and chearfulnefs for a while took plaCe of po- 
litical anxiety, and foftened the levity of wifdom.— « 
Upon retiring home, it was that Brutus, as Plutarch 
tells the ftory, faw a fuedire in his tent. He natu- 
rally flept but little, and he had increafed this (late of 
watchfulnefs bj habit and great fobriety. He never 
allowed himfelt to fleep in the day, as was then com- 
mon in Rome ; and only gave fo much of the night 
to fleep as could barely renew the natural fundions. 
But efpecially now, when opprefl with fuch cares, he 
only gave a (hort time after bis nightly repaft to rtl\ ; 
and waking about midnight, generally read or ftudied 
till morning, it was in the dead of night, when the 
whole camp was petfedly quiet, that Brutus was thus 
employed in reading by a lamp that wasjuft expiring. 
On a fudden he thought he heard a noift as if fome* 
body entered, and looking towards the door, he per* 
ceived it open. A gigantic figure, with a frightful 
afpedl, flood before htm, and continued to gaze upoa 
him with filent feverity. At h& Brutus had courage 

CO 
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io (peak to it : ** Art thoa a dxraon or a mortal mftn ? 
•* and why coined thou to mc ?'' *« Brutos/' replied 
the phantom, ** I am thy evil geolus, thou (halt fee 
" me again at Philippi." «* Well then,*' aofwered 
Brutus, without being difcompofed, ** We flia]l meet 
** again." Upon which the phantom ?anifhed, and 
Brutus calling to his feryants, alked if they had feeo* 
any thing ; to which replying in the negative, he 
again refumed his (ludies. But as he was Qruck with' 
fo ftrange an occurrence, he mentioned it the next 
day to Caffius, who, being an Epicurean, afcribed it 
to the effed' of imagination too much exercifed by 
vigilauce and anxiety. Brutus appeared fatisfied with 
this folation of his late terrors ; and as Antony and 
Auguftus were now advanced into Macedonia, they 
fi)on after paiTed over into Thrace, and advanced to* 
the city of Philippi, near which the forces of the 
Triumviri were polled; 

All mankind now began to regard the approaching 
armies with terror and fufpenfe. The empire of the 
world depended upon the fate of a battle ; as from 
▼iftory on the one fide they had to expert freedom ; 
but from the other, a fovcreign with abfolute com* 
mand. Brutus was the only man who looked upon 
tbefe great events before him with calmnefs and tran- 
quillity. Indifferent as to fuccefs, and fatisficd with 
having done his duty, ne faid to one of his friends : 
•* If 1 gain the ^i^ory, I fhall reftore liberty to my 
" country'; if I lofe it, by dying, I (hall be delivered' 
" from flavery myfelf ;, my condition is fixed, and I 
** run no hazards^." The Republican army confifled 
of fourfcore ihoufand foot, and twenty ihoufand 
borfe. The army of the Triumviri amounted to an 
hundreu thoufand foot, and thirteen thoufand horfe. 
Thus complete, on both fides, they met and encamp- 
ed near each other upon the plains of Philippi, a city 
upon the confines of TKrace. This city was iituated 
opoR a mountain, towards the v/ed of which a plain 
(Iretched itfelf, by a gentle declivity, almoft fifteen 
Jeagnes to the banks of the Strymon. . In this plain>> 
about ^wo miles from the town; were two little hills 
C5 W^ 
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at itbomt a mile diftance from eack otber^ deftoded on 
Mie fide by mountainty on the other by a raacOi 
which communicated with the (ea. It was upon 
thefe two hillt that Brutus aqd CafTias iixed their 
camps : Brutus on the hill towards the north : Caflins 
CD that towards the fouth : and in the\intermediate 
fpace which ieparated them, tbey caft up lines and a 
parapet from one hill to the other. 1 hus they kept 
a firm communication between the two cafops, which 
mutually defended each other. In this commodious 
fituation they cottld a^ as they thought proper, and 
giTe battle onlv when it was to their advantage to en- 
gage. Behind them was the iea, which Airnifhed 
them with all kinds of prof ifioos ; and at twcWe 
miles diilance the ifland of Thafos which ferved them 
for a general magazine. The Triumviri, on the 
other hand, were encamped on the plain below» and 
were obliged tu bring their provifions from fifteen 
leagues diilance ; fo that their icheme and intereft 
was 10 bring on a battle as foon as they could. This 
they offisred feveral times, drawing out their men 
from their camp^ and provoking the enemy to engage. 
Go the contrary, thefe contented themfeJves with 
drawing up their troops at the head of their camps, 
but without defccnding to the plain. This refolutioo 
of podponing the battle, was all that the Republican 
army >bad for it ; and CalGus, who was aware of his 
advantage, refolved to harrafs the enemy rather than 
engage (hem. But Brutus began to fufped the fide- 
lity of fome of his officers, fo that he ufed all his 
influence to perfuade Ca/fius to change his refolution* 
** I am impatient,'' faid he, '< to put an end to the 
>** mifeiies of mankind, and in that I have hopes of 
*♦ fucceedmg, whether I fall or conouer." His 
wifhes were foon gratified ; for Antonyms luldiers bav« 
ingf with great labour, made a road through the 
marfh which lay on the left of Cafiius's camp, by that 
(means opened a communication with the ifland of 
Thafos, which lay behind hrm. Both armies, in at* 
tempting to pofifcfs t^cmfelvei of this road; rtiblved, ai 
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length, to come to t general engagement. Thiiy 
however, was contrary to the advice of Caffius, who 
declared, that be was forced; as Porapey lud former* 
ly been, to ex^fe the liberty or Rome to the hazard 
of a battle 1 he enfuing morning the two generals 
ga?e the fignal for engaging, and conferred together 
a little whilebefore the battle began. Caffins defired 
Xo know how Kruttts intended to a6l in cafe they were 
UofuGCeisfol : to which the other replied, ** I'hat he 
*' bad formerly, in his vyntings, condemned the 
*^ death of Cato, and maintained, that avoiding ca- 
** lamitics by fuicide, was an infolent attempt againft 
** heaven that feni them; but he had nowahered his 
**' opinions, and having given up his life to his coun* 
V tiy, he thought he had a right to his own way of 
*< ending it ; wherefore he was refolved 10 change a 
«> miierable being here for a better hereafter, if for- 
•* tune proved agaiofl him." •• Welllaid, my friend,** 
cried CafUus, embracing him, " now we may ven* 
*' ture to face the enemy, for either we (hall be coo- 
<' querors ourrelve«, or we (hall have no caufe to fear 
** tnofe that are fo/^-~Augu(lus bting Gck, the for- 
ces of the I liumviri were commanded alone by An« 
tony, who began the engagement by a vigorous attack 
upon the lines of Caffius.— Brutus, on the other fide, 
made a dreadful irruption on the amty of Auguftus, 
ajod drove forward with fo much intrepidity, that he 
brokt them upon the very fiift charge. Upon this he 
penetrated as far as the camp, and cutting in pieces 
chofe who were left for its defence, his troops imme- 
diately began to plunder: hut in the mean time the 
]ine» of La(&as were lorced, and his cavalry put to 
flight. - Ihere was no efR)rt that this unfortunate ge- 
neral did not try to make his infantry (tand, topping . 
thofe that fled, and feizing himftif the colours to - 
rally them. But his own valour alone was nor fufli* 
cient to inipije his timorous army. He faw himfelf ^ 
entirely .routed; his camp taken, and himfelf obliged 
to retire under a little hill at fome didance Brutus, t 
who had gained a complete vi^ory, was juft return* 
ing at this, interval with his triumphant army, when 
he foaod that all was IqU on the paugC hii^^^\^Nt.% 
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he fentout a body of cavalry to bring him news of 
Caflius, who, perceiving them advance towards him» 
fent one Titinius to inform himfelf whether riiey were 
friends or enemies. Titinius foon joined this body» 
who received him with great tranfport, informing him 
of their fuccefs» but delaying too long, CaiHus began- 
to miftake them for what his fears had fuggefled, and 
crying out, ** that he had expofed his deareft friend ta 
** be taken prifoner/' he retired to his tent with one 
of his freedmen, named Pindarus, who flew him, 
and then was never heard of after. Titinius arrived 
in triumph with the body of horfemen, but his joy was 
foon turned into anguifli at feeing his friend dead io 
the tent before him ; upon which^ aecufing his own 
delay as the caufe, he punifhed it with falling on his 
fword. Brutus was by this time informed of the de- 
feat of Caflius, and foon after of his death, as he 
drew near the camp. He feemed fcarce able to re- 
flrain the excefs of his grief for a mao whom he 
called the lafl of the Romans. He bathed the dead 
body with his tears ; and, telling his friends that he 
thought CafHus very happy in being beyond the reach 
of thofe misfortunes which remained for them to fuf- 
fer, he ordered him to be privately removed, left the 
knowledge of his death (hould difpirit the army. It 
was only this precipitate defpair of CaiEus which gave 
' • the enemy the advantage, fince, till then, the Re- 
publicans might be faid to have the fuperiority. 

The firft care of Brutus, when he became the (bic 
general, was to aflemble the difperfed troops of Caf« 
fius, and animate them with fre(h hopes of viftory.— 
As they had loft all they poflefled by the plundering of 
their camp, he promifed them two thoufand denarii 
each man to make up their lofTes. This once more 
ihfpired them with new ardour ; they admired the li« 
berality of their general, and with loud flionts pro- 
claimed his former intrepidity. Still, however, be had 
not confidence fufficient to face the adverfary, who 
offered him battle the enfuing day. His aim was to 
ftarve his enemies, who were in extreme want of pro* 
rWojQf, their fleet having been lately defeated* But 

liLs 
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his Cngle opinion was orer ruled by the reft of hit ar« 
my, who now grew every day more confident of their 
ftrengthy and more arrogant to their new general. He 
was, therefore, at lad, after a refpite of twenty days, 
obliged to comply with their foltcitations to try the 
&te of a battle. Both armies being drawn out, they 
remained a long while oppofite to each other without 
offering to engage. It is faid that he himfclf had loft 
much of his natural ardour by haying feen the fpcAre 
the night preceding r however, he encouraged his men 
as mach as poflible, and gave the fignal for battle 
within three hours of fun fet. He had, as afual, the 
advantage where be commanded in perfon ; he bore 
down the enemy at the head of his infantry, and fup- 
ported by his cavalry, made a very great flaaghter. But 
his left wing, fearing to be taken in flank, Aretched 
itfelf out in order to enlarge its front, by means of 
which it became too weak to ftand the fhock of the 
enemy. It was there that the army of Brutus began 
to yield ; and Antony pufhing forward, drove the 
enemy fo far back as to be a^e to turn and attack 
Brutus in the rear.— The troops which had belonged 
to CafEus communicated their terror to the reft of the 
forces, till, at laft, the whole armv gave way. Brutus, 
furrounded by the moft valiant of'^his officers, fought 
for a long time with amazing valour. 1 he fon of 
Cato fell iBghting by his fide» as alfo the brother of 
Caffius : fo that, at laft, he was obliged to yield to 
■eceffity, and fted. In the mean time the two 
Triumviri, now affured of vtdlory, exprefsly ordered 
by no means to fuffer the general to efcape, for fear 
he (hoold renew the war. Thus the whole body of 
the enemy fecmed chiefly intent on Brutus alone, and 
his capture feemed inevitable. In this deplorable exi- 
gence, Lucilius, his friend, was refolved, by his 
own death, to efFcft the general's delivery, (jpon 
perceiving a body of Thracian horfe clofely purfu- 
ing Brutus, and juft upon the point of taking him, he 
boldly threw himfelf in their way, telling them that 
he was Bratus. The Thracians, o^tt'^o^tdrnvVKo 
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great a prize,' immediately difpatched fome of their 
companiooi, with tht newg of their fuccefi, to the 
army. Upon which the ardour of their purfait now 
abating^ Antony marched out to meet his prifoaer, 
aad to haften his death, or infult his misfortunes. He 
was followed by a gj<;at number of officers and fol- 
diers-, (bme ftlently deploring the fate of fu virtuous 
a man ; others reproaching that mean dtfirt of life 
for which be confented to undergo captivity. Antony 
now feeing the I hracians approach, began to prepare 
himfelf for the intciview; but the faithful Luciiius, 
advancing with a chtarful air, '* a is not ikutus/' 
iaid he, *' that is uken i fortune has not yet had the 
** power of committing (o great an outrage upon vir- 
** tue. As for my life, it is well fpent in prefer ving 
** his honour ; take it, for 1 have deceived you.*' 
Antony, (Iruck with fo much fkieliiy, pardoned him 
upon the fpot } and from tha^ time forward loaded him 
with benefits, and honoured him with his f:iend<hip« 

In tbe mean time Brurus, with a fmall number of ' 
friends, pafFed over a rivulet, and,, night coming. on, s 
fat down upon a rock which concealed him from the 
purfuit of the enemy. After taking breach for a little 
time, he cad his eyes up to heaven, that was ail > 
fpanglcd with fbrs; he repeated a line from Euri- 
pideb, containing a wifh to the Gods, ** that guilt 
^ (houldnot pafs in this life without punifhmeot.''— >^ 
To this he added another from the fame poet : •• O 
** virtue \ thou empty name, 1 have wormipped thee 
*^ as a real good, but thou ait only the (lave of for- 
•* tune." H<j then called to mind, with great. ten- 
derntfs, tbofi: whom he had feen perlfh in the battle, 
and fent out ono Statiliui to give him fome informa* 
tion of thofe that remained; but he uever returned, . 
being killed by a party of the enemy's horfe. Brutus, 
uidging very rightly of his fate, now refblved to die 
like wile, and (poke to thofe who flood round him to 
lend him their hd fad affiflance. None of them^ how* 
«vtr, would render him fo melancholy a piece of ier- 
Yice.— >Upoo this^ raifiog himfelf up aojd ftreukiog oat 

his 
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hit tkandsy he fpoke to them ^ith a ftrene counte- 
nance^ faying, '^ That he was happy in the fidelity of 
*f his friends ; happy in the confcioufneU of his own 
** reAitude ;. and^ though he fell, yet his death was 
'* Itiore glorious than the triumphs of the enemy, 
'< iioce they were fuccefsful in the caufe of ufurpatioo, 
" and be overthrown in the defence of virtue." He 
then retired to a little diftaoce with one Strato, who 
was his mailer in oratory, and entreated him to do 
him the lail ofBce of firiendfhip- Strato, however, 
expred his reludance in taking upon him fo (hocking 
an office. Biutus> however, feeing him fo avctfct 
called upon one of his (laves to perform what he fo ar- 
dently delired ; but Strato then offered himfelf, cry^ 
ing out, *' That it (hould never be faid that Brutus^ 
••^ in his laft extremity^ Hood' in need of a (lave for 
♦* want of a friend." Thus faying, and averting his 
head, he prefented the fword's point to firutus, wha 
threw himfelf upon it, and immediately expired. 
Thus died Brutus,, and with him all hopes of liberty 
in Kome. By this famous overthrow, the Triumviri 
became irreftftible ;. and though Pompey*s younger fon 
was (lill alive, and at the head of a powerful army, 
vet, with the united forces of the empire againd him, 
little could be expedled from his greatefteSbrts. 

From the moment of Brutus's death, the Triumviri 
began to ad as fovereigns, and to divide the Roman 
• dominions between them, as theirs by right of con- 
queft. However, though there were apparently three 
who thus participated all power, yet, in fadt, only- 
two were actually po(refl of it, (tnce Lepidus was at 
firft admitted merely to curb the mutual jealoufy of 
Antony and Auguflus ; and was poffed neither of in- 
tereft in the army, nor authority among the people — 
Their firft care was to puni(h ihofe whom they had 
formerly marked for vengeance. Hortenfius, Drufus, 
and Quiotilius Varus, all men of the (irft rank in the 
' commonwealth, either killed themfelves or were (Iain. 
A fenator and his fon were ordered to cad lots for their 
Uvesy but both refufed it ; the father ToluDtarily gave 

himfelf 
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himfelf up to the executioDer, and the Too flabbeJ 
t^imfelf before hh face. Another begged to have the 
rites of burial after his death ; to which Auguftus 
replied, ''That he fhouid find a grave in the vultures 
•* that devoured him/* But chiefly the people la- 
mented to fee the head of Brutus fent to Rome to be 
thrown at the foot of Cxfar's (latue. His afhes, how- 
ever, were fcnt to his wife Porcia, Cato's daughter^ 
who, following the example of her hu(band and father^ 
killed herfelf by (wallowing burning coals, ft is ob- 
ferved, that of all thofe who had a hand in the death' 
of Caefar, not one died a natural death. 

The power of the Triumviri being thus eflabli(be(f 
upon the ruin of the Commonwealth, they nowbegan- 
to think of enjoying that homage to which they had- 
afpired, Antony went into Greece to receive the flat- 
tery of that refined people, and fpent fomc time at 
Athens, converfing among the philofophers, and aflifl- 
ing at their difputcs in perfon. From thence he pafTed 
over into Alia, where all the monarchs of the eaH:» who- 
acknowledged the Roman power, came to pay him 
their obedience, whilfl the fairett princeflTes rtrovc to- 
gain his favour by the greatnefs of their prefents, or 
the allurements of their beauty. In this manner, he 
proceeded from kingdom to kingdom, attended by a 
orowd of Sovereigns, exadKng comributions, diflribut- 
ing favours, and giving away crowns with capricious 
iniolcnce. He prcfentcd the kingdom of Cappadocia 
to Syfenes, in prejudice of Ariarathcs, only becaufc 
he found pleafnrc in the beauty of Giaphyra, the mo- 
ther of the former. He fettled Herod in the kingdom 
of Judea, and fupported him againft every oppofer— 
But among all the fovcreigns of the Eaft who (hared 
his favou'S^ none had fo hrge a part as Cleopatra, the 
celebrated queen of Egypt. 

It happened that Serapion, her governor in the ifland ,, 

of Cyprus, had formerly ftirnifhcd fome fuccourjs to 

the confpirators ; and it was thought proper that (he 

ibould anfwer for his condu^ on that occafion. Acr 

cordingly, hnving received order* frotu Antony to 

iromc aad clear iu'mfeJf of this impuiwioiv ol '\tv^t\\vj^ 
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lie readily complied, equally coofcious of the good- 
nefs of her caiile, and the power of her beauty. She 
had already experienced the force of her charms upon 
C^far and Fompey'f eldeft fon; and the addition of a 
few years fince that time, on)y ferved to heighten their 
ludre. She was now in her twenty- feventh year, and 
coilfequently improred thofe allurements by art, which 
ID earlier age are feldom attended to. Her add reft 
and wit were ftill further heightened, and, though 
there were fome women in Rome that were her equals 
in beauty, none could rival her in the charms of feduc« 
ing converfation. Antony was now in Tarfus, a city 
of Cilicia, when Cleopatra refolved to attend his 
court ia perfon. She failed down the river Cydnns» 
at the mouth of which the city flood, with the mod 
iiimptuoos pageantry. Her galley was covered with 
gold, the fails of purple, large, and floating in the 
^ind. The oars of filver, kept time to the found of 
flutes- and cymbals. She herfelf lay reclined on a 
couch ipangled with ftars of gold, and with fuch orna- 
ments as poets and painters had ufually afcribed to 
Venus. On each fide were boys like Cupids, who 
fanned her by turns ; while the mod beautiful nymphs, 
dreft like Nereids and Graces, were placed at proper 
diftances round her. Upon the banks of the river 
were kept burning the mod exquifite perfumes, while 
an in6nite number of people gazed upon the fight with 
a mixture of delight and admiration. So foon after 
relating the death of Brutus, I fancy it will give the 
reader but very little pleafure minutely to defcribe the 
triumphs of vice and infamy ; fuffice it therefore to 
iay, that Antony was captivated with her beauty, and 
leaving all his bufinefs to fatisfy his paifion, fhortly 
after followed her into C^ypt. Here he continued in 
all that eafe and foftnefs to which his vicious heart 
was prone, and which that luxurious people were able 
to fupply. 

While he remained thus idle in Egypt, Augudus 
who took upon him to lead back the veteran troops and 
Icttle them in Italy, was aiHduoufly employed in pro- 
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Tiding for their fubfidence. He had promifcd them 
lands at home, as a recompence for their pad («rvicesy 
bnt they could not receive new grants without rurning 
out the former inhabitants. In confequence of this» 
multitudes of women, with children in their arms, 
whofe tender years and innocence excited uoiverfal 
compaflion, daily Blied the temples and the ilreets with 
their diftreflTes. Numbers of huibandmen and fliep- 
kerds came to deprecate the conqueror's intentioa, or 
to obtain an habitation in Ibme other part of the world. 
Among this Dumber was Virgil, the poet, to whom 
mankind owe more obligations, than to a thoufaod 
conquerors, who, in an humble manner, begged per* 
roif&on to retain his patrimoniai farm : Virgiiobtained 
his requed, but the refl of his countrymen, of Mantua 
and Cremona, were turned out without mercy. 

Italy and Rome now felt the mofl extreme miferiet ; 
the infolent foldiers plundered all at will ; while Sextus 
Pompey, being mafter of the fea, cut off all foreigir 
communication, and preTcnted the people's receiviog 
their ufual fupplies of corn. To the(e mifcbie£i were 
added the commencement of another civil war. Ful- 
via, the wife of Antony, who had been Mt behiod 
him at Rome, had felt for fome time all the rage of 
jealoufy, and refolved to try every method of bringing 
back her huiband from the arms of Cleopatra. 6ht 
confidered a breach with Auguftus, as the only pro- 
bable means of routing him from his lethargy i and 
accordingly^ with the affidance of Lucius, her brother- 
in-law, who was then conful, and entirely devoted to ' 
her intere^, (he began to fow the feeds of difTeafion. 
The pretext was, that Antony fhould have a fliarein 
the dillribution of lands as well as Auguflus ; this 
produced fome negociations between them ; AuguAus 
offered to make the veterans themfelves umpires in the 
difpute. Lucius refufed to acquiefce : and, being at 
the head of more than fix legions, modiy compoied 
of fuch as were difpoffed, he refolved to conapel 
Auguilus to accept of whatever terms he (hould oner< * 
Thus a new war was excited between Auguftus and 
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Anttyey ; or, at lead, the generals of the latter af- 
ftiaied the fandion of his name.— Auguflas, however, 
was ▼i^orious : Lucius was hemmed in between two 
armies, and con drained 10 retreat to Perufia, a city 
•f Etruria, where be was clofely befiegcd by the op- 
podie party. He made many defperate Tallies, and 
fuWia did all in her power to relieve him, but with- 
•ut faccefs. He was at lail^ therefore, reduced to 
foch extremity, by famine, that he came out in per* 
ion, and delivered hirofelf up to the mercy of the con* 
^iieror» Augufius received him very honourably^ 
and generouEy pardoned him and all bis followers* 
Thus having concluded tht war in a few months, he 
returned Ki triumph to Rome, to receive new marks 
ot adulation from the obfequious feoate* 

Antony, who, during this interval, was revelling in 
all the fladied luxuries procured him by his inddious 
«iUUefs, havmg heard ot his brother's overthrow, and 
kit wife's being compelled to leave Italy, was refolved 
* tp i>p p» ftTftttg B fl ar without delay. He accordingly 
laiiedy at the head of a confiderable fleet, from Alex>- 
aodria to Tyre : from thence to Cyprus and Rhodes, 
aiid had an interview with Fulvia, his wife, at 
Athens, He much blamed her for occafioning the 
Jb^e diforjersy teSified the utmod contempt for her 
•erfoD, and leaving her upon her death bed at Sicy6n, 
badened into Italy to fight Augudus. They both 
met at BrunduHum ; and it was now thought that the 
i|imes of a civil war were going to blaze out once 
more. The forces of Antony were numerous, but. 
modly newly raifcd 5 however, he was adlded by 
Sextus Pompeius, who, in thefe oppofiiionjof iniered, 
was daily coming into power. Augudus was at the 
bead of thofe veterans,^ who had always been irre(idi- 
We, but who ieemed no way difpofed to fight againft 
Antony, their former general. A negociation was. 
therefore propofed, and, by the adVivity of Cocceius,. 
a friend to both, a reconciliation was effe^ed. All 
offences mad afiPronts were mutually forgiven ; and to 
cement a union, a marriage was concluded between^ 
Aotooy and Q^ayiaj^ the iider of Auj^udus* K t\^>ii 



4+- THE HISTORY OF THE 

diTifion of the Roman empire was made between theittf 
Angudus was to have the command of the Wefl, An« 
tony of the £a(l ; while Lepidus was obliged to coff- 
lent himfelf with the proYinces in Africa. As for 
Sextus Pompeiusy he was permitted to retain all the 
fflandt he had already pofTefTed, together with Pelo* 
ponnefus ; he was alfo granted the privilege of de* 
manding the confulftiip in his abfence» and of dif^ 
charging that office by any of his friends. It waf 
likewifeflipulated to leare the fea open, and pay the 
people what corn was due out of Sicily. Thus a 
general peace was concluded^ to the great fatisfadion 
of the people, who now expe^ed a cefTation from all 
their calamities* 

This calm ieemed to continue for (bme time : Ao» 
tony led his forces againd the Parthians, over whom 
his lieutenant, Vcntidlus» had gained fome advfiD* 
tages. Augoflus drew the greateft part of his army 
^ into Gaul, where there were fome difturbances ; and 
Pompey went to fecure his newly ceded provinces to 
his intereft. It was on this quarter that frefb motifies . 
were given for renewing the war» Antony, who waf 
obliged by treaty to quit Peloponnefut, refufed to eva* 
cnate it till Pompey had iatisfled him for fuch debts 
as were due to him from the inhabitants* This Pom* 
pey would by no means comply with, but immec^ately 
fitted out a new fleet, and renewed, his former enter- 
prices, by cutting off fuch corn and providoas as 
were conhgoed to Italy. I'hus the grievances of the 
poor were again renewed ; and the people began to 
complain, that inftead of three tyrants they were noir 
opprefled by four. 

In this exigence, Auguftus, who had long meditat- 
ed the be(l means of drminiihing the number, refold- 
ed to begin by getting rid of Pompey, who kept the 
flate in continual alarms. He was mailer of two fleets^ 
one of which he had caufed to be built at Ravenna^ 
and another which Menodorus, who revolted from 
Pompey, brought to his aid. His firft attempt was to 
invade Sicily ; but being overpowered in his paiTage 
kjr Pompey f and afterwards (battered by a ftorm, he 
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^as obliged to defer his defigDs to the enfuing year- 
Daring this interval he was reinforced by a noble 
ieet of one hundred and twenty fliips, given him by 
^Otooyy with which he refolved once more to invade 
Sicily oo three feveral quarters. But fortune feemed 
ftili determined to oppofe him. He was a fecond time 
difiibled and (battered by a florm ; which fo raifed the 
vanity of Pompey, that he began to Aile himfelf the 
(on of Neptune. However, Auguflus was net to be 
intimidated by any difgraces ; for, having /hdn'y re- 
fitted his navy, and tecruited his forces, he gave the 
command of both to Agrippa, his faithful friend and 
aflbciate in war. Agrippa proved himfelf worthy of 
the troft repofed in him : he began his operations by a 
viflory over Pompey ; and, though he was fhortly af- 
ter worded himfelf, he foo < after gave his adverfary a 
complete and final overthrow. Thus undone, Pom- 
pey refolved to fly to Antony, from whom he expeA- 
cd refiige, as he had formerly obliged that Triumvir^ 
by giviiig protection to his mother. However, a gleam 
•of hope offering, he tried, once more, at the head of a 
fmall body of men, to make himfelf independent, and 
eveo farprized Antony's lieutenants, who had been 
fept to accept of bis fubmifEons. Neverthelefs he was 
at lad abandoned by his foldiers, and delivered up to 
Titus, Antonyms lieutenant, who fhortly after caufed 
him to be llain. 

The death of this general removed one very power- 
ful obftacle to the ambition of Augudus, and he re- 
folved to take the earliefl opportunity to get rid of the 
reft of his aflTociates. An offence was foon furnifhed 
b^ Lepidus, that ferved as a fufficient pretext for de- 
priving him of his fhare in the Triumvirate. Being 
now at the head of twenty two legions, with a flrong 
body of cavalry, he idly fuppofed that his pfefent 
power was more than an equivalent to the popularity 
of Augudus. He therefore refolved upon adding 
Sicily, where he then was, to his province, pretend- 
ing a right, as having iird invaded it« Augullus fent 
to expodulate upon thefe proceedings ; but Lepidus 
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^ercely replied^ ** That he was determined to haft 
^* his Chare in the admiDiftratton, ind would no longer 
'< fubmit to1et one alone pofTefa all the authority/*-— 
Auguftus was previoufly informed of the difpofition of 
Lepidu8*s foldiers ; forhehad, by his fecret intrigues 
and largefTes, entirely attached them to himfejf.-* 
Wherefore^ without further delay» he, with great 
boldnefs, went alone to the camp of Lepidns» and 
with BO other affiftance than his private bountiesy and 
the authority he had gained by his former vidtories, 
he refolved to depofe his rival. The fbldiers throng- 
ed round him with the rood dutiful alacrity, while 
Lepidus haftened to prevent their defeAion* But 
Auguftiis, though he received a wound from ooo of 
the centurions, flew, with great prefence of mind, to 
the place where the military en(igns were planted, and 
flouriihing one of them in the air, all the legionarv 
foldiers ran in crowds and (aluted him as their general* 
Lepidus being thu^ abandoned by his men, divefted 
hirafelf of all the marks of his authority, which he 
could no longer keep, and fubmiffively threw himfeif 
at the feet of Auguflus.-^The general defpifed his 
collegue too much to take his life ; he fpared it, 
xiotwithflanding the remondrances of his army, but 
deprived him of all his former authority, and baniflied 
him to Circaeum. There he continued the red of his 
life, deluifed by his friends, and to all a melancholy 
objeA ot bladed ambition. 

Augudus was received, upon his return to Rome, 
with univerfal joy ; the fenators met him at the gates, 
and conducted him to the Capitol : the people follow- 
ed, crowned with garlands of flowers ; and after hav* 
ing returned thanks to the gods, watted upon him to 
his palace. There remained now but one obdacle to 
his ambition, which was Antony, whom he refolved 
to remove, and for that purpofe began to render his 
charadler as contemptible as he pofTibly could at Rome. 
In fa^, Antony's condud did not a little contribute to 
promote the endeavours of his ambitious partner in the 
uate. He had marched againft \V\t ¥aL\^\«:Qk% ni'vOci ^. 
prodlgioua Artny, but was forced to tciutti VwV x^^^ 
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sf the fonrth pan of his forces, and all his hag* 
. This extremely diminifhed his reputation} but 
liking a triumphal entry into Alexandria, fooa 
, entirely difguited the citizens of Rome. How* 
Antony feemed quite legardlefs of their refent* 
: aiiTC only to pleafure, and totally difregardrng 
afinefs of the fiate, he fpcnt whole days and 
M ill the company of Cleopatra, who ftudied every 
» encreafe his paifion, and vary his entertainments* 
women have been fo much celebrated for the arc 
ting novelty to pleafure, and making trifles im- 
Dt : (till ingenious in filling up the languid paufes 
afual delight with fome new iftroke of refinement, 
ras at one time a queen : then a bacchanal, and 
times a huntrefs. She invented a fociety called. 
Inimitable, and thofe of the court who made the 
famptuous entertainments, carried away the prize. 

contented with (haring, in her company, all the 
*hu which Egypt could afford, Antony was re- 
id CO enlarge his fphere of luxury, by granting her 
y of thofe kingdoms which belonged to the Roman 
re. He gave her all Phoenicia, Coelo Syria, and 
rus ; with a great part of CiJicia, Arabia and 
a ; gifts which he had no right to bedow, but 
h he pretended to grant in imitation of Hercules. 
I complication of vice and folly at lad totally ex- 
ated the Romans ; and Auguflus, willing to take 
idvantagc of their refentment, took caie tc exag- 
te all his defeats. At length, when be found the 
le (ufficiently irritated againd him, he refulved to 
Odavia, vdio was then at Rome, to Antony, as 
itb a view of rechiming her huiband ; but, in 

to furnifh a fufficient pretext of declaring war 
ill him, as he knew (he would be difmifled with 
empt. 

ntony was now in the city of LcucopoHs, revel- 
with his infidious paramour, when he heard that 
ivia was at Athens, upon her journey to vifit him. 
I was very unwelcome news as well to him as to 
tpatra ; who, fearing the charms of her rival, en- 
oured to coayiace Afltony of the ftrettgiVi ot Vv« 
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vaiSoo by her (iehty languifhing looks, and well ' 
deigned melancholy. He frequently caught her ia 
tears, which (he feemed as if willing to hide ; and of* 
ten entreated her to teU him the caufe, which Hie 
feemed willing to fupprefs. Thefe artifices, together 
with the ceaiclefs flatter^, and importunity of her 
creatures, prevailed fo much upon Antony's weaknefsy 
that he commanded Odtavia to return home without 
feeing her, and attached himfelf flill more clofely to 
Cleopatra than before. His ridiculous paflion now be- 
gan to have no bounds. He refolded to own her for 
his wife, and entirely to repudiate O&vriz, He ac« 
cordingly aifembled the people of Alexandria in the 
public theatre, where was raifed an alcove of (ilver, 
under which were placed two thrones of ^old, one for 
himfelf, and the other for Cleopatra, lliere he feat* 
€d himfelf, dreft like Bacchus, while Cleopatra (ate 
befjde him cloathed in the ornaments and attributes of 
Ifis, the f)rint:ipal deity of the Egyptfans. On that 
occaHon, he declared her queen of all the countries 
which he had already beflowed upon her ; while he 
aflbciated Caefario, her ion by CsEffar, as her partner 
in the government. To the two children which he 
had by her himfelf, he gave the title of king of kings, 
with very exteniive dominions : and, to crown his 
abfurdities, he next fent a minute account of his pro- 
ceedings to the two confuls at ^ome. One fol^ it 
generally the parent of many more. As he became 
a god, it was now necefTary to ad up to his imaginary 
dignity ; new luxuries and pageantries were now 
therefore fludied, and new marks of profudon found 
out: no lefs than iixty thoufand pounds of our money 
were lavifhed upon one fingle entertainment : it is faid, 
upon this occafion, that Cleopatra diifolved a pearl of 
great value in vinegar and drank it off. Yet, how- 
ever highly wrought their entertainments might be, 
they wanted that delicacy which gives the fineft rclifli 
to all fenfual happinefs. Antony, as we are told, was 
but a coarfe and inelegant foldier, who miftook <^fce- 
oity for wit, and profufion for magnificence. Cleopa- 
% tra 
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tray who was naturally more refined, wasyet obliged 
to comply with his difpoGtiony and to bear with his de« 
baacheries rather than fhare them. Bat we are rofd 
i^ one circumdance that might well reprefs their de- 
lights, and teach mankind to relifh the bererslgc of 
virtue, however (imple, above their mofl leded enjoy- 
ments. He was fufpicious of being poifoned hi evenr 
meal ; he feared Cleopatra .whom he fo much lovea, 
and would eat nothing without haTio;g it .previously 
tailed by one of his attendants. ' -^ 

In the mean time, Aaguilus had nO^la fuffrcieot 
pretext for declaring war, 2nd informed the feoate tff 
his intentions. However, he deferred tSe exccotion 
of hit defign for a whil^, being their employed in 

J[ueliing an infurre£lion of the lUyrians. 1 faefol- 
owing year was ehiefly taken up in preparatiofts 
againlt Antony, who, perceiving his deflgn, renion* 
ftrated to the feoate, that he had many cavfes of com • 
plaint againft his eeUegue^ who had feized opoh Si- 
oiiy without affording hinl a fhare ; afleging that he 
h^ alfo difpoCefled Lepidos, and kept to himfeif the 
province he badcommarided ; and that he had divided 
all Italy among his own foidiers, leaving nothing 10 
recompettfe thofe in Afia. To this complaint Au- 
guftus was contented to make a rarcaftic anfwer, im- 
plying, that it was abfurd 10 complain of his didribu- 
Oon of a few trifling diflrifts in Italy, when, Antony 
having conquered Parthia, he might now reward his 
foldiers with cities and provinces. The farcafm upoa 
Antony's misfortunes in Panhia, fo provoked him, that 
he ordered Ganidius, who commanded his army, to 
march without interroiffion into Europe ; while he and 
Geopatra followed to Samos, in order to prepare for 
carrying on the War with vigour. When arrived there, 
ft was ridicaloos enough to behold the odd mixture of 
prepaMktioind for pleafare and for war. On one fide all 
the kings ancf princes from Europe to the' Euxine fca, 
had orders to fend him thither fupphcs both of men, 
provifions and arms ; on the other fide, all the come- 
dians, daocefrs^bu^bons, and muficians of Grcece^we^e. 
Vol.- 11. D o\^wt^ 
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ordered to attend him. Thus frequently,' when a (bip 
was thought to arrive laden with foldiers,* krms and 
ammunition, it was found only filled with players and 
theatrical machinery. When news was expeded of 
the approach of an army, mefTengers only arrived with 
tidings of a frefh quantity of venifon. Id this manner 
he laboured to quite incompatible purfuits ; the kings 
who attended him endeavoured to gain his favour more 
by their entertainments, than their warlike prepara- 
tions j the provinces ftrove rather to pleafe him by, 
facrificing to4)is divinity, than by their alacrity in his 
defence ; fo that fome were heard to fay, " What re-. 
** joicings would not this nsian make for a vidtory, 
^* when he thus triumphs at the eve of a dangerous 
<« war!** In fhort his bed friends now began to. 
forfake his interefls, which is generally the cafe with 
all thofe who firft forfake then>felvcs. 

His delay at Samos, and afterwards at Athens*, 
where he carried Cleopatra^ to receive new honourst 
was extremely favourable to the arms of Auguflus. 
This general was, at firft, fcarcely in a difpofition to 
oppofe him, had he gone into Italy ; but he foon 
found time to put himfelf in a condition for carrying 
on the war ; and, fhortly after, declared itagainft hin». 
in form. All Antony's followers were invited over- 
to join him, with great promifes of rewards : but 
they were not declared enemies, partly to prevent their 
growing defperate, and partly to give a (hew of mode- 
ration to his own party. At length, both found them- 
felves in readioefs to begin the war, and their armies 
were anfwerable to the empire they contended for. 
The one was followed by all the forces of the Eaft ; 
the other drew all the ftrength of the Weft to fupport 
his pretenfions. Antonyms force compofed a body of 
an hundred thoutand foot, and twelve thoufaod horfe ; 
while his £eet amounted to live hundred (hips of war. 
The army of Aueuftus mnfter^d but eighty thoufand 
foot, but coualledhrs adverfary's in his number of ca- 
valry ; his neet was but half as numerous as Antony's : 
Jiowever, h\s ihips were better built, and manned witb 
fbgicr foldiers. Such forces ou both &d^s may excite 
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oar \ronder, but not oar interefl : neither had a good 
caufe to fupporc, the contenttOQ of both being onty 
like that of two robbers who quarrel in the diTiuon of 
their plunder. 

The great decifiTe engagement, which was a naTal 
one, was fought near Adlium, a city of Epirus, at 
the entrance of the Gulph of Ambracia. Antony 
ranged his fhips before the mouth of the gulph ; and 
Auguftus drew up his fleet in oppoHtion. Neither 
general alTumed any fixed flation to command in, but 
went about from (hip to (hip, wherever his pre (e nee 
was necei£|fy. In the mean time, the two land ar- 
roiest on dppofite fides of the gulph, were drawn up, 
only as fpedators of the <ngagement; and encouraged 
the fleets, by the (houts^ to engage. The battle be- 
gan, 00 both fides, with great ardour ; and after a 
manner not pradifed upon former occafions. The 
prows of their Feifels were armed with brazen points.; 
and with thefe they drove furioufly againd each other. 
Jn this conflid, the (hips of Antony came with greater 
force, but thofe of Augudus avoided the.(hocL with 
greater dexterity. On Antony's fide, the fterns of the 
fliips were raifed in form of a t6wer ; from whence 
they threw arrows, .from machines for that purpofe. 
Thofe of Augudus made ufe of long poles, hooked 
with iron and firepots. They fought in this manner 
for fome time, with equal animofity ; nor'was there any 
advantage on either iide, except a (mall ap|)earance 
of diforder in the centre of Antony's fleet. But all of 
a fudden, Cleopatra determined the fortune of the day.. 
She was feen flying from the engagement, aiten<ied by 
ilxty fail ; flruck, perhaps, with the terrors natural to 
her fex : but what encreafed the general amazement, 
was, to behold Antony himfelf following foon after, 
and leaving liis fleet at the mercy of the conquerors. 
Ihe engagement, rvot with (landing, continued with. 
greatobftinacy,iill five in the evening; when Antony's 
forces, partly condrained by the condud of Agrlppa, 
and partly perfuaded by the promifes of Augudus, (ub-. 
mitted to the conqueror. The land forces Cooci 2£k^x 
D 2 loWci^^V 
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followed the example of the nary; and all yielded to 
Auguflus, without (Irikiog a blow, the fourth day af- 
ter the battle. 

When Cleopatra fled, Antony purfued her in a five- 

r pfi^red galley ; and, coming along frJe of her (hip, en. 

Jjiif^ it without feeing or being feen by her. She was 

'^^^Pj^e flern, and he went to the prow, where he re- 
ns^ned for fome time (ilent, holding his head between 
his hands. In this manner he continued three whole 
days, during which« either through indignation or 
(hame, he neither faw nor fpoke to Ckoparra. Ac 
laft, when they were arrived at the promontory of Te- 
Dams, the queen *» female attendants reconciled them, 
and every thing went on as before. Still, howevcfy 
he had the confolation to fuppofe his army continued 
faithful to him, and accordingly difpatcbed orderi 
to his lieutenant Canidius, to conduf); it into A Ha. 
However, he was foon undeceived when he artivcd m 
Africa, where he was informed of their fubmiffion to 
his rival. This account fo tranfborted him with rage^ 
that he was hardly prevented from killing himfflf i 
but at length* at tlie entreaty of his friends, he re- 
turned to Alexandria, in a very different (ituation fiom 
that in which he had left it fbme time before. Clf o- 
patra, however, feemed to retain that fortitude in her 
misfonunes, which had utterly abandoned her admirer. 
Having amafTed confiderahle riches, by means of 
confifcation, and other a^s of violence, fhe formed 
a very fingular and unheard of proje^; this was, 
to convey her whole £eet over the iiUvmtis of Soez into 
the Red Sea, and thereby fave.herfelf in another fe« 
fioo, beyond the reach of Rome, with all her trea- 
fares. Some of her veifels were actually tranfported 
thither, purfuaot to her orders; but the Arabiom 
having burnt them, and Antony diflnadiag her from 
the defign, (he abandoned it for 'the more improbaUo 
ftheme of defendit^ '^SYP^ againfl the conqueror. 
She omitted nothing in her power to put his advice m 
pradice, and made all lands of preparations for war i 
Mi ieaft hoptng thereby to obfam better tenm frosi 

.A»gudv§0 In &&, (be had al^a^t lor cd Antony's 
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fortunes rather than hrs^perfon : and if (he coold have 
fallen upon any method of faving herfelf, though even 
at his expence, there is 00 doubt' bat fhe would have 
embraced it with gtadnefs. She even flill had fome 
hopes from the power of her charms, though (he was 
arrived almoft at the age of forty ; and was deHrous 
of tr3ping upon Auguftus, thofe arts which had becn^ 
fo fuccefsfut with the greatefl men of Rome. Thu^r ' 
in three embaifie), which were fent one after another 
from Antony to Augaftos in A(ia, the queen had al- 
im«8 her fecret agems^ charged with particular pro* 
pouls in her ntme. Antony de(ired no more than 
riitt his lifb might be fpared, and to have the liberty 
mt ptiing the remainder t>f fab days in obfcurity. To 
theifc propoCils AvgvAus iiifrde no reply. Cleopatra 
'faoit him aifO'p»hlic propofaJ* in fetour of her diiJ- 
dna ; boe at <he kmt time pvivMely ^figncd him her 
crown, with all the enfigns of ro7alty. To die 
^■Bta^l-poUie propoMi^ no anfwer wm gnien f to her 
|pif»e afkf he n^ed, by giving her afluvMnces ef 
hit bfvmrt i» csft Ike fent away Antony, or pm htm 
to death* Thefe negotiations were not fo private b«t 
thrprctmteathe hiK^kdge of hmony, wtefe jea- 
loo^ andme every caMcnrrence now coninboted to 
heighten^ He built a fmaU f»Mtary boofe upon a mole 
in the fea, and there (but himfelf op, a prey to all 
thole pa£on» that are the tormentors of unfoccefsfal 
tyranny. There he pa(red bis time, fhnnning all 
eommerce with mankind, and profefiing to imitate 
Timon the roan-hater. However, his furious Jealoufy 
drowe him even ft am this retreat iiive fociety ; for hear- 
ing Cleopatra bad many fecret cimferences with one 
Thyrfus, an emi/Tary^from Aogaftue, he feized upon 
him, and having ordered him to be cruelty fcourged, 
he fent him back to his patron. At the fame time he 
fent letters by him, importing, that he had chaftifed 
Thyrfus for iofalting a man in misfortunes ; bat 
withal he gave Augu(ius permi(Hon to avi^nge himfelf, 
by fconrging Hipparchus, Antony's freed man, in the 
fame manner. The revenge, in this cafe, would have 
heeo highly plcafin^ to Antony, as Vliip^TcW\W^ 
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left him, to join the fortunes of his more fucceftful 
rival. 

Mean while, the operations of the war were carried 
vigoroufly forward, and Egypt was once more the 
theatre of the contending armies of Rome. Gailus, 
the lieutenant of Auguflus, took Paretonium, which 
opened the whole country to his incurfions. On the 
other fide, Antony, who had dill coniiderable forces 
by fea and laod, wanted to take that important place 
from the enemy. He therefore marched towards it, 
Datteiing himfeR, that as fooo as he (hould ihew him* 
felf to the legions which he had once commanded^ 
their affeflion for their ancient general would revite. 
He approached therefore, and exhorted them to re- 
member their former vows of fidelity. Gallns, how* 
ever, ordered all the trumpets to found, in order to 
hinder Antony from being beard, fo that be was 
obliged to retire. 

Aogudus himfelf was in the mean time advancing 
with another army before Pelufium, which, by its 
ftrong fituation, might have reurded his progrefs for 
fome time. But the governor of the city, either want- 
ing courage to defend it, or previoufly inAruded bv 
Cleopatra to give it up, permitted him to take poflel- 
fion of the place ; fo that Auguftus had now oo ob(la« 
cle in his way to Alexandria, whither he marched with 
all expedition. Antony, upon his arrival. Tallied oat 
to oppofe him, f fighting with great defperation, and 
putting the enemy's cavalry to flight. This flight ad- 
vantage once more revived his declining hopes ; and 
being naturally vain, he re-entered Alexandria in tri- 
umph. 1 hen going, all armed as he was, to the pa- 
lace, he embraced Cleopatra, and prefented her a lol- 
dier who had diflinguifhed himfelf in the late engage- 
ment. The queen rewarded him very magnificently, 
prefenting him with an head-piece and breafl-plate of 
gold. With ihefe, however, the foidier went oflF the 
next night to the other army ; prudently refolving to 
fecure his riches, by keeping on the ftrongeft fide. An- 
tony, however, could not bear this defe^ion withoot 

fre(h 
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trclh indignation: he refolved, therefore, to make a 
bold expiring efFort by fea and land, but previoufly of- 
fered to fight his adverfary In fingle combat. Auguftus 
too well koew the inequality of their (ituattons, to 
comply with this forlorn offer , he only, therefore, 
coolly replied, that Antony had ways enough to die 
befides (ingle combat. 

The evening before the day appointed for the lad 
defperate attempt, he ordered a grand entertainment to 
be prepared. " Give me good wine, and good cheer,** 
cried he to his friends ; •* let me live to day, to mor- 
" row, perhaps, you may ferve another mafter.'* 
About midnight, as Plutarch relates, while a melan- 
choly filence reigned throughout the city, a noife of 
'Toices, inflruments, and dancing, was heard, as if 
pafEng through the town, and fee-ming to go out at the 

fate, which looked towards the enemy. At day- 
reak, Antony pofled the few troops he had remain- 
ing, npon a rifing ground near the city ; from whence 
he fcnt orders to his galleys to engage the enemy. 
There he waited to be a Ipeftator of the combat ; and, 
at firft, he had the fatisfadlion to fee them advance in 
good order; but his approbation was foon turned Into 
rage, when he faw his fhips only fainting thofe of 
Auguftus, and both fleets uniting together, and fail- 
ing back into the harbour. At the very fame time his 
cavalry deferted Lim. He tried, however, to lead 
on his infantry, which were eafily vanquifhed, and he 
himfelf compelled to return into the town. His anger 
was now ungovernable ; he could not help crying out 
aloud as he pafled, that he was betrayed by Cleopatra, 
and delivered by her to thofe who, for her fake alone,. 
were his enemies. In thefe fufpicions he was not de- 
ceived ; for it was by fecret orders from the queen 
that the fleet had pafled over to the enemy. 

Cleopatra had, for a long while, dreaded the effects 
of Antony's jealoufy ; and had, fome time before, pre- 
pared a method of obviating any fudden fallies it 
might produce. Near the temple of Ifis (he had eredt« 
cd a building, which was (eemiagly de(igned for a fe- 
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pulchrc. Hither (he removed all her treafare, and 
mofl valuable effeds, covering them over with torches, 
faggots, and other cbmbuftible matter. This fepul- 
chre fhe defigned to anfwer a double purpofe ; as well 
to fcreen her from the fudden refentraents of Antony, 
as to make Auguftus believe that flie would burn all 
her treafures, in cafe he refufed her proper terms of 
capitulation. Here, therefore, (he retired from An- 
tonyms prefent fury ; fhutting the gates, which were 
fortified with bolts and bars of iron ; but in the meaa 
time gave orders that a report (hould be (pread of her 
death. This news, which foon reached Antony, re- 
called all his former love and tendernefg. This poor 
wretch was now a being fubjedl to the guft of every 

{laiHon, and of each of them in extreme. He now 
amented her death with the fame violence he had but 

1 few minutes before feemed to defire it. ** Wretch- 
** ed man,!* cried he to himfelf, ** what is there nov 
*• worth living for ; fince all that could fopth or fofteo 
«* my cares is departed 1 O Cleopatra," coatinued 
iltt^ ^einrg got ^0 his chamber, ** our f^psMratioo does 
M ()Qt fQ much a#i^ me* gs the di%rgc9 I fu0iar, ^a 
*^ permitting a woman ^Q loftr)^^ m^ in \hf ways ^ 
<• Oyinjf ." H« ^hcD called one .of hi» ir«e4neQ, 
iMfUGd £to9, whom he h^d ciigagtd by path to kill 
}iin\, whenever fortune (hould drive him to this laft 
refource. Eros being now commanded to perform 
hi&,pn:piwife, this faithful follower drew the fword, a* 
if going to execute his orders, but turning his ^ce, 
plunged it into his own bofom, and died at bis matter's 
lipet. Anippy for a whiJe hung over his fiiithful (er« 
V^nt, and commeoding his fidelity, took up the fword* 
\vith which, flabbing himfelf in the belly, he fell 
l^a^kward upon a little couch. Though the wouo^ 
was mortiiljk yet the blood flopping, he recovered hi|\ 
fpirits, and earneflly conjurdd thofe who were conrd 
into the room to put an end to his life ; but they aU 
fled, being fcized with fright and horror. He there- 
fore continued in this manner for fome time, ftill cry- 
ipg out and writhing with pain, till he was informed 

tij^fC Qf the queen's fecretaries that his miftrefs was 
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ffill alirc. He then earneftly defircd to be carried to 
the place whcr^ (he was. They accordingly brought 
him to the gate of the fepulchre ; but Cleopatra, who 
woufd not permit it to be opened, appeared at the win- 
dow, and threw down cords' in order to puH him up. 
In this iDanner, affifted by her two female attendants, 
(he raifcd him all bloody from the ground t and while 
yet fufpended in the air, he continued ilretching out 
hit hands to encourage her. Cleopatra and her maids 
had only juft (trength fufficient to raife him ; and at 
lafl, with much draining they efFefled their purpofe, 
and carried him to a couch, on which they gently laid 
him. Here fbe ga?e way to her forrow, tearing her 
cloaths, beating her breaf^, and killing the wound of 
which he was dying. She called upon him as her 
lord, her hufband, her emperor, and feemed to have 
forgot her own diflrefTes in the greatnefs of her fuffer- 
ings. Antony entreated her to moderate the tranfports 
of her grief, and afked for fome wine, either becaufe 
he was thirty, . or thought it would haflen his end ; 
after he had drank he entreated Cleopatra to endea- 
vour to prcferve her life, if (he could do it with ho- 
nour: and recommended Proculus, a friend of Au- 
guf!us, as one (he might rely on to be her inter- 
cefTor.- He exhorted her not to lament for his 
misfortunes, but to congratulate him upon his former 
felicity, to confid^r him as one who had lived the 
mod powerful of men, and at lad died by the hand 
of a Roman. JiiH" as he was done fpeaking, he ex- 
[^red, and Proculus made his appearani e by command 
of Auguftus, who had been informed of Antony's def- 
perate condu<5l. He was fent to try all means- of get- 
^tiog Cleopatra into his power, A U)>uflus having a dou- 
'ble motive for his foliciiude on this occafion : one, to 
prevent her dedroying tht treafurcs (he had taken with 
her into the tomb ; the othci to preferve hf r perfon as 
an ornament to grace his triumph. Cleopatra, how- 
ever,- was upon her guard, a d would not confer with 
Proculus,' except through tho gare, which was well 
' fecured. In the mean iime» while he dedgncdly drew 
om the conference to fomt lenyh, and had gcN^tvGA* 
• ^5 ^"^ 
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lusy one of his fellow foUiers, direftions to carry on 
tb« converfatioo in his abfence, he entered with two 
more by the window at which Antony had been drawn 
op. As (oon as he was entered he ran down to the 
gate; and one of the women crying out^ that they were 
taken alive ; Cleopatra, perceiving what had happened, 
drew a poniard, and attempted to (lab herfelf; but 
Proculus prevented rhe blow, gently remonfirated that 
ihe was cruel in refu(ing {o good a prince as his mafter 
was, the pleafure of difplaying his clemency. He then 
forced the poniard out of her hand, and examined her 
cloaths to be certain Hie had no poifon about her. 
Thus leaving every thing fecured, he went to acquaint 
his mafter with his proceedings. 

Auguflus was extremely pleafed at finding her id 
his power ; he fent Epaphroditus to bring her to hit 
palace, and to watch her with the utmoft circom- 
fpedion. He was likewife ordered to ufe her, in 
every refpeA, with that deference, and fubmiifion 
which was due to her rank ; and to do every thing in 
his power to render her captivity agreeable. She waa 
permitted to have the honour ot granting Antony 
the rites of burial, and furniftied with every thing, 
file dcHrcd, that was becoming bis dignity to receive, 
or her love to offer. Yet ftill fhe languifhed under 
her new confinement. Her exceffive forrow, her many 
lofTes, and the blows fhe bad giyen her bofom, pro- 
duced a fever which fhe feemed willing to encreafe. 
She refolved to abftain from taking any nourifhroent, 
under the pretence of a regimen ncceflary for her dif- 
order ; but, Auguflus, being made acquainted with 
the real motive, by her phyncian, began to threaten 
her, with regard to her children, in cafe fhe perfifled. 
This y/as the only punifhment that could now affcA 
her ; fhe allowed herfelf to be treated as they thought 
proper, and received whatever was prefcribed for her 
recovery. 

In the mean time, Aoguflut made his entry into 
Alexandria $ taking care to mitigate the fears of the 
inhabitants, by converfmg familiarly as he went along 
with Areus, a philofophco and a oatire of the place. 

Ttt« 
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The citizens, howerer, trembled at his approach ; and* 
when he placed himfelf upon the tribunal, they pro- 
flrated tbemfelvesy with their faces to the ground, be- 
fore him, like criminals who waited the fentence of 
their execation* Auguflus prefently ordered them to 
rife, telling them, that three motives induced him to 
pardon them : his refped for Afexander, who was 
the founder of their cit J ; his admiration of its beauty; 
and his friendfhip for Areas, their fellow citizen Two 
only ot particular note were put to death upon this oc* 
cation; Antonyms elded fon Antyllus, and Caefario, the 
fon of Julius Csefar, both betrayed into his hands by 
their refpedive tutors, who themfelves fufTered for 
their perndy (hortly after. As for the re(i of Cleo- 
patra^s children, he treated them with great gentlenefs^ 
leaving them to the care of thofe who were entrufted 
vith their education, who had ordtrs to provide them 
v^ith every thing fuitable to their birth. When (he 
was recovered from her late indifpofition, he came to 
vitit her in perfon ; (he received him lying upon a 
couch, in a carelefs manner; and upon his entering 
the apartment, rofe up to prodrate herfelf before him. 
She was dtcfftd tn nothing.but a looi'e robe ; her mis* 
fortunes had given an air of feveriiy to her features, 
her hair was di(hevdled, her voice trembling, her 
complexion pale, and her eyes red with weeping. Yet 
ftill- her natural beauty feemed to gleam through the 
diitre/Tes that furrounded her ; and the graces of her 
motion, and the all'jrmg foftnefs of her looks, dill 
bore tetlin[U)ny to the former power of her charms* 
AuguOus raifed her with his ufual complaifance, and 
de(jring her to tit, placed himfcJf befide her. Cleo* 
. patra had been prepared for this itttetview, and made 
ufe of every method (hr could think af, ro propinate the 
. conqueror. She tried apologies, enticatits and alluie** 
roenis, to obtain his favour, and (often his relrni .it^nt. 
Slie began byaitcmjnmg to ju(lify her con^u^^t ; but 
when tier ait and (kill (ailed a^>ainit manifcii proofs^, 
fhe turned her defence into iuptltcaiions. ^he talked 
of V^a:lar's humanity to ihofc in Jillrefs ; (lie read iome ■ 
of Jiis letters to her, tuli of teoderoefs} aad«uUi|;&d^Y?^ 
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M the lone tncimacy that had paft between them. 
M But of what fenrice, cried (be, are now all his be- 
'A oefiti to me I Why coold 1 noc die with him ! Yet 
** he ftfU liTeSi metlunks I fee him ftill before roe, h« 
** re? ivet in you." Auguftut was no Granger to this 
method of addrefs, but he remained firm againft all 
^tucks, aniwering always with a cold indiflPerencet 
which obliged her to give her attempts a different turn. 
She now addioffed his avartce, prelcnting him with aft 
iBventory of her treafure and jewels. This gave oc- 
cafion to a very fingular fcene, which (hews that the 
Uttlc decorums of breeding were then, by no means» 
fo carefttlly attended to as at prefcnt. One of her 
ftc wards having alleged that the inventory was defec- 
tive, and that (he had fecreted a part of her effcds^ 
jSie fell into a violent pafHony darted from her couch, 
and catching him by the hair, gave him Several blows 
on the face. Auguhus fmilcd at her indignation, and 
leading her to the couch, dtdrtd her to be pacified. 
To this (be replied, that (he could not bear being in- 
fulted in the ptefence of one whom (he ib highly ef- 
teemcd. ** And fuupofing,*' cried Ihe, *^that 1 have 
*f fecreted a few trifles, am 1 to bianie, when thty are 
*^ rtfcrved not for myfeif, but forLivia and O^avia^ 
** whom 1 hope to make my interceiTors with you?" 
I'his cxcule, which rntimated a defire of living, was 
not difitgretahle to Augullos, who politely aifured her, 
that (he was at hbeity to keep whatever fhe had rC' 
fervcd, and that in tv«ry thing ihe (honld be in- 
dulged to the height of her expectations. He then 
took leave, and departed ; imagining he had recon- 
ciled her to life, and to the indignity of being (hewn 
in the intended triumph, which he was preparing for 
his return to Rome: but in this he was deceived. 
Cleopatra all this time had kept a correfpondence 
with Dolabella, a ynung Roman of high birth, in 
the camp of Augufius ; who, perhaps^- from com- 
panion or f Wronger motives, was interefled in the mis- 
jonunts of ihat princcfs, From him (he Itarnt the in* 
icotions of Augu/lus, and that he wa% dext\rci\i\«d \o 
fcpd hci offin three days, loj^tihci viwViViti OoMttv^^ 
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to Rome. She now therefore determined upon dy- 
ing ; but pfcyioufly entreated permiffion to pay her ob*- 
Jations at Antony's tomb. This reqaeft being grant* 
cd her, fhe was carried with her two female attend- 
aots, to the (lately monument where he was hid* 
There (he threw herfeif upon his coffin, bewailed her 
capciTity, and renewed her proceftations not to fur- 
TiTC him. She then crowned the tomb with gar« 
lands of flowers ; having JctfTed the coffin a thouland 
times, (he returned home, to execute her fatal refo- 
IntioD. Hafiog bathed, and ordered a fumptuous 
banquet, (he attired herfelf in the mod fplendid maa- 
Bcr. She then feafted as ufual, and foon after order- 
ed all but her two attendants, Charmion and Iras, to 
leave the roon. Then, having previoufly ordered an 
afp to be feci etly conveyed to her in a bafket of fruit,. 
(he fent a letter to Auguflus, informing him of her 
fatal purpofe, and deOring to be baried in the fame 
tomb with Antony. Auguflus, upon receiving this 
letter, inflantly difpatched meffengers to (top her in- 
tentions, but they arrived too late. Upon enteiing. 
the chamber, they beheld Cleopatra lying dead upon 
a gilded couch, arrayed in her royal robes. Near 
her, Iras, one of her faithful attendants, was (Iretch- 
ed lifelefs at the £eet of her miOrefs ; and Charmion 
herfelf, almoft expiring, was fettling the diadem upon 
Cleopatra's head. ♦* Alas !" cried one of the meiien- 
gers, " was this well done, Charmion ?*' ** Ves/* 
replied (he, ** it is well done ; fuch a death becomes 
•* a glorious queen, dcfcended from a race of noble 
•* anceftors/* On pronouncing thefe words, fhe fell 
down and died with her much loved miflrefs. There 
arc fome circumltanccs in the death of this celebrated 
woman, that intcreft our affedions, contrary to the 
dictates of our reafon. '1 hough with fcarce any va- 
luable talent but that of cunning,, and fcarce any other 
ornament but that of beauty, yet we pity her fate, 
and fyrapaihife with her didreflcs. She died at the 
age of thirty- nine, after having reigned twenty- twa 
years. Her death put an end to the monarchy ia 
Egypt, which had flourifhcd there fot xtatsi^toftw 
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Auguftas feemed much troubled at Cleopatra 
death, as it deprived him of a principal ornament i 
his intended triumph. However, the manner of 
a good deal esulted her chara<5ler among the Komani 
with whom fuicide was confidered as a virtue, H( 
dying requed was complied with, her body being lai 
by Antony's, and a magnificent funeral prepared fc 
her and her two faithful attendants. By the death c 
Antony, AuguHus was now become complete mafic 
of the Roman empire. He foon after returned t 
Rome in triumph ; where, by fumptuous fea(U ani 
magnificent (hews, he began to obliterate the impref 
fions of his former cruelty, and from thenceforwar< 
refolved to fecure by his clemency, a throne, th' 
foundation of which was laid in blood. H^; wa 
now at the head of the moil extenfive empire tha 
mankind had ever concurred in obeying. The for 
mer fpirit of the Romans, and thote chara^erifli 
marks that didinguidied them from others, was total 
]y lofh The city was now inhabited by a concourt 
from all the countries of the world, and being confe 
quently divefledof all juft patriotic principles, per 
haps a monarchy was the b<:rt form of governmen 
that could be found to unite its members. However 
it is very remarkable, that during thefe long conten 
tions among ihemfelves, and thefe horrid devadationi 
by civil war, the (late was daily growing more formr 
dabic and powerful, and completed the de(lru«5tiono 
all the kings who prcfumed to oppofe it. A nioden 
politician* pretends to prove upon principle, thai 
this muft bt the cafe in every flaie long hafafled b] 
civil war. *« Jn fuch a feafon," fays he, '« the no- 
" bility, the citizens, the artifans, the pealants, it 
•< fliort, the whole body of the people, become fel 
•* diers-; and when peace has united all iht contend 
'* ing parties, this ftaie enjoys great advantages ovei 
" others, whofe fubjc<5ls are generally citizens. 13c 
** i?^* .^*^^' ^**'* *'^*ys produce great men ; aj 
•* .then it ihc fcafon when merit is fought for, anc 
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** talents become coofpicHOut/'^ However this may 
be, there never was a time when Rome was fo mag- 
nificent, fo populous and fo refined. The empire 
was now brought very near its utmofl extent. It 
contained in Europe, Italy, Gaul, Spain, Greece, 
niyricum, Dac'ia, Pannonia, Britain, and fome part 
of Germany. In Afia, all thofe provinces, which 
went under the name of Afia Minor, together with 
Armenia, Syna, Judaea, Mefopotamia and Media. 
In Africa, aJmoft all thofe parts of it which were 
then fuppofed habitable; namely, Egypt, Numidia, 
Mauritania and Lybia ; the whole of the empire 
comprizing an extent of between three and four thou- 
iand miles in length, and half as much in breadth. 
As to the yearly revenacs of the empire, they have 
been computed to about forty millions of our money. 
The number of the citizens amounted to four miU 
ItoBS and fixty- three thoufand men, women and chil- 
diQcn; a number, at lead, four times greater than 
that of London, at prefent the mofl populous city in 
the world. As to the improvements in polite learn- 
ing, they exceeded all that preceded them, and have 
ncTcr fioce been equalled. Bcfides Virgil, and Ho- 
race, and Ovid, poets, whofe names it is fufficient 
to mention ; Livy, the hiflorian, graced this period ; 
a writer whofe works are as much fu peri or to thofe 
of any other hiftorian, as the adlions he undertook to 
record were greater. •' Without either pedantry or af- 
fectation, it may be fatd^ that none have ever been 
comparable to him ; . and in whatever point of view 
his books may be confidered, whether in point of 
accuracy, eloquence or vigour of imagination, he has 
fet mankind a model of the grandeft iubjedt, treated: 
in the niofl: becoming manner. 
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CHAP. IIL 

From the death of Antony to the death 4)f AagndttS^ 

U. C. X H E goveromeDt having now taken a 
725. permanent fbrm it is not to be fuppolcd that 
hiflory can teem with fuch f^riking evenu, 
as during that period in which the conditution waa 
Arnggling for freedom. But a dearth of hiftorical 
eccurreoces is generally the happinefs of the people. 
In fd&f Rome never enjoyed an interval of fo much 
profperity as during the continuance of the /eign of 
Auguflus From the moment he wanted a rival he 
gave up his cruelty ; and being entire Iv without an 
opnofcr, he fecnicd totally diveded of fulpicion. Hif • 
firft care was to aflure himftlf of the friends of An- 
tony ; to which end he publicly reported that he bad ' 
burnt all Antony's letters and papers without reading 
them, convinced chat while any thought themfclvcs 
fufpedled they would be fearful of even offering him 
their friend(hip. His next (Iroke of politics was to 
eftablifh order, or rather permanent fervitude; for, 
when once the fovereignty is ufurped in a free (late, 
every tranfa^ion on which an unlimited authority can 
be founded is called a regulation : however as the 
greated number of ihofc that raife their fortunes af- 
fume new tirles, 10 authorife their power, Auguftus 
refolved to conceal his new power under ufual names 
and ordinary dignities. He caufcd himfeJf to be ftil- 
td emperor, to prcferve auihoriry over the army; he 
made himfelf to be created tribune, to manage the 
people ; and the prince of the fenate, to govern there. 
Thus uniting in his own pcrfon fo many differcnl 
powers, he charged himfclf alfo with the cares be* 
longing to each feparate department ; and while he 
did the greated good to others, fully gratified bis 
ambition in the diicharge of his duty in thtt man* 
ficr the pcoplc't interc(ts and hit ambition feemed to 
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co-operate ; and while he governed all, he let them 
imagine that they were governing themfelves. 

For this purpofe, as he had gained the kingdom by 
his armyi he refolved to govern it by the fenate. This 
body, though greatly fallen from their ancient fplen- 
dor, he knew to be the bed ordered, and mo(i capable 
of wifdom and juftice. To thefe therefore he gave 
the chief power in the adminiflration of his govern- 
meot, while he dill kept the people and the array 
fied^ft to him by donatives, and a(5l8 of favour. By 
tbefe means all the odium of juflice fell upon the fe- 
pate, and all the })opularity of pardon was folely his 
OWD. Thus redoring to the fenate their ancient fplen* 
doTi and difcountcnancing all corruption, he pretend- 
ed to referve to himfelf a very moderate (hare of au- 
thority, which none could refufe him : namely, an 
abfolttte power to compel all ranks of the date to do 
their duty. This, in fad, was referving abfolate do- 
minion in his^ own hands ; but the mifguided people 
began to look upon his moderation with adoniHiment : 
tbey conHdcred themfelves as redored to their former 
freedom, except in the capacity of promoting fcdition; 
and the fenate fuppofed their power re-edabJi(hed in 
all things but their tendency to injudice. It was even 
faid that the Romans, by fuch a government,' lod no* 
thing of the happinefs that liberty could produce ; 
and were exempt from all the misfortunes it could oc« 
cafioo. 'I his obfervation might have fome truth un- 
der fuch a monarch as Augudus now appeared to be ;. 
bot they were taught to change their fentiments under 
his fucceflbrs, when they, found themfelves affli(5led 
with all the punifhments that tyranny could inflid or 
fedition maki: necctTary. 

After having eHabliihcd this admirable order, Au- 
gudus found himfelf agitated by different inclinations, 
and 'onfidered along tunc: whether he (hould keep the 
empiie, or redore the pe^ pie lo their ancient liberty. 
The examples of Sylla and Csfar varioufly operated 
Vpon him. He confideied that Syila, who Kad-volua- 
tariiv qutrtcd the d'datof(hip, died peaceably in tbs 
mdil of his enemies I ■ and Cs^far^^ who had kc^ i^ 
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was afTaflinated by his mod iatimate friendsy who elo- 
Tied in the a^ion. Struggling with this troublefome 
uncertainty, he dlfcovered the di(brder of his mind to 
his two principal friends, Agrippa and Masceoas* 
Agripppa, who had gained him the empire by his fa- 
lour, advifed h\pn torefign it ; either impelled by pa« 
triotifm, or a defire to feize upon what (hould be thus 
Jaid down. Mxcenas, however, was of a contrary 
opinion. This minifter, fo famous for patronizing the 
men of genius of his time, had much merit, but was 
effeminate and tender. More an admirer of the ufefol 
than the fplendid virtues, he was better fatisfiedwith 
what benefited the people than raifed their admiration: 
beiides, he might have been influenced by felf-inte- 
■refted motives in the advice he gave; for being more 
capable advifing than of a^ing, and entirely formed 
for the cabinet, he hoped to obtain tho(e honours from 
a mafter .which he could not force from the people^ 
with whom he rou(l have raifed himfelf by *his owo 
proper powers, and aded with vigorous independence* 
He therefore entreated Auguftus to confider rather 
what was advantageous to his country than alluring to 
himfelf ; he likened the republic to a (hip fraught with 
paffengers, but totally deditute of a pilot : he con6« 
dered it as now grown almoft a wreck, though fafely 
brought into harbour, and in the utmoft danger of 
(inking, if once more pufhed from (here. He defcrib* 
cd the empire as now too great and unwieldy to fiib* 
{ii\ without the mofl vigorous maflcr, and likely to 
fall int'» pieces unHer a variety of rulers. To thefc 
he added a difluafive, perhaps (Vill more prevailing; 
namely, the fafciy of the emperor, which nothing bat 
his prcRni authority could fecuve. Thofe reafons 
prevailed upon a mind already too well inclined to 
preferve that power which it had fo hardly laboured 
to obtain. From that time Augudus adopted the ad- 
vice of Maecenas, not only in this inftance, but on 
every other occafion By the inftrudlions of that 
great minidcr, he became gentle, affable and humane* 
By his advice it was that he fet a refblution of never 
iieiog concerned at what was faid againft him. How- 

fver^ 
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ever, 10 order to avoid obloquy as much as poCble, he 
eocoaraged men of learning, and gave them much of 
his time and his friendship. l*hey in return re- 
lieved his mofl anxious hoursy and circulated his 
praiie through the empire. 

Thus having given peace and happinefs to the em- 
pire,aod being convinced of the atuchment of all the 
orders of the itate to his perfon, he refolved upon im- 
preffing the people with ao idea of his magnanimity 
alfb. This was nothing lefs than making a (hew of 
refigning his authority ; wherefore, having previoufly 
inflruded his creatures in the fenate how to adt^ he ad- 
dreffed them in a (ludied fpeech, importing the diffi- 
culty of governing fo exteniive an empire, a ta(k» 
which, he faid, none but the immortal gods were 
.equal to. He modeftly urged his own inability, 
though impelled by every motive to undertake it ; and 
then, with a degree of feeming generoHty, freely gave 
up all that power, which, at he obferved, his arms bad 
gained, and the fenate had confirmed. This power he 
jrepeatcdly offered to reftore, giving them to under* 
.fland that the true fpirit of the Romans was not loft 
in him. 1 his fpeecb operated upon -the fenate vari- 
oofly, as thev were more or lefs in the fecrct ; many 
believed the fincerity of his profeifioni, and therefore 
regarded his conduct as an aA of heroifm uneaualled 
by any thing that had hitherto appeared in Rome ; 
others, equally ignorant of his motives, diftrufted his 
defjgns. Some there were who, having greatly fuf- 
fered during the late popular commotions, were fear- 
ful of having them renewed ; but the majority, who 
were entirely devoted to his interefls, and in(lru<5led 
by his minifleis, frequently attempted to interrupt 
him while fpeaking, and received his propofal with 
pretended indignation. 7*hefe unanimoufly befought 
him not to refign the adminiflranon ; but upon his 
continuing to decline their requed, they in a manner 
compelled him to comply. However, that his perfon 
might be in greater fecurity, they immediately dc" 
creed the pay pf his guard to be doubled. On the 
other handi that he might feem to make fome coo* 
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ceffiont on his fide, he permitted the feiKite to gorern 
the weak internal proyioces of the empire, while the 
Bioft powerful provinces, and thofe that required the 
greateft armies for their defence, were taken entirely 
under his own command. Over thefe he aifomed the 
government bat for ten years, leaving the people dill in 
hopes of regaining their ancient freedom ; but, at the 
fame time, laying his meafures fo well, that his go- 
vernment was renewed every ten years to his death. 

This (hew of a refignation only ierted to confirm 
him in the empire and the hearts of the people. New 
honours were heaped upon him i b« was then Mt 
called Auguftus, a name I have hitherto afed, as thit 
by which he is bed known in biftory. A laurel wis* 
ordered to be planted at his gates. His hoofe was 
called the palace^ to diftinguifti it from that of ordi* 
nary citizens. He was confirmed i» the title of 6* 
ther of bis country, and his prrfon declare^ dered 
and inviolable, i n (bort , flattery feemed on the rtek to 
find out new modes of j^fing hfm } but thoo|^ Ik 
deipifed the arts of the (enate, he permitted tlietr ho- 
mage, well knowing that among mankind, citkt pro» 
duce a refped which enforces anthority. 

Upon entering into his tenth confttlfhip, the iefiifo 
by oath approved of all his a^s, and (et him whol^ 
above the power of the laws. Thty fome time after 
offered to iwear to not only all the laws he had made, 
but fuch as he (hould make for the future. It was then 
cudomary with fathers upon their death beds, to com* 
m'iiid their children to carty oblations to the Capitol 
with this inlcnpii n, Thar ar the dayot their deaths 
they left Au;>u(lu8 in health Ft was determined that 
no man (hould be put tu death on fuch days as the 
emperor enured the c!ty. Upon a dearth of provi- 
fi )ns, the people in a buJy cntteated him to accept of 
the di<5latornrp; but, though he utidertook to be pro- 
curator of the provifions, yet, he would by no means 
accept of the title of didkaior, which had been abo- 
lilu'.d by a law made when Antony was cooful. 

7Vj/5 accu ffiulation of titles at\d err.yVo^m<tm«« how« 
eweo did not, in the IcalV, diimaiftv \\\% ^^>a;wj V^ 
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filliog the daties of each. Several very wholefome 
edicts were paffed by his command, tending to fupprefs 
corruption in the fenate, and licentioufnefs in the peo- 
ple. He ordained that none fhould exhibit a (how 
of: gladiators without orders from the feoate, and thea 
no oftener than twice a year, nor with more than a 
hundred and twenty at a time. This Jaw was ex- 
tremely necefl*ary at fo corrupt a period of the empire^ 
when whole annies of thefe unfortunate men were 
brought at once upon the A age, and compelled to 
fight often till half of them were flain. It had been 
nftial alfo with the knights, and fome women of the 
firft diftin^on, to exhibit themielves as dancers upon 
the theatre ; he ordered that not only they, but their* 
children and grand-children, fhould be reftrained 
from fuch exercifes for the future. He fined many 
that had refafed to marry at a certain age, and re- 
vrardtd fach as had many children. He ordained 
that Ttrgint (hould not be married until twelre years 
of age ; and permitted any perfon to kill an adulterer 
^ken in the fadl. He enaded that the fenate (hould 
be always held with great reverence, adding to its au- 
thority what he had taken from its power. He made 
a law» that no man (hould have the freedom of the 
xky without a previous examination into his merit 
and charadler. He appointed new rules and limits to 
the manumidion of (laves, and was himfelf very (Iri^ 
ID the obfervance of them. With regard to players, 
of whom he was very fond, he feverely examined 
their morals, not allowing the ieail licentioufnefs in 
their lives, nor indecency in their a6lions. Though 
he encouraged the athletic exercifes, yet he would 
not permit women to be prefent at them ; holding it 
unbecoming the modedy of the fex, to be fpedlators 
of thefe fports, which were performed by naked men. 
Id order to- prevent bribery in fuing for offices, he 
took con (iderable fumsof money from the candidates, 
by way of pledge; and if any indiredl pradlicea were 
proved againft them, they were obliged to forfeit alh 
Slaves had been hitheno difallowed to cotkfcC% ^^jk^ 
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pra^ice, and firft fold the Have to another ; which al« 
terinj^ the property, his examination became fret. 
Thefe and many other laws, all tending to reform 
vice, or deter from crimes^ gave the manners of the 
people another complexion ; lo that the rough charac- 
ter of the Roman was now foftened into that of the 
refined citizen. 

Indeed his own example a good deal tended to ho« 
manife his fellow citizens ; for being placed above all 
equality, he had nothing to fear from condefcenHoo : 
wherefore be was familiar with all, and fuffered him- 
felf to be reprimanded with the mod patient hamility. 
Though he was, by the fingle authority of his ftation, 
capable of condemning, or acquitting whomfocver he 
thought proper i yet he gave the laws their proper 
courfe, and even lometimes pleaded for thofe he de- 
fired to proted. Thus Primus the governor of Mace- 
donia, having a day afligned him for makinjg war upon 
the Odrifii, a neighbouring (late, as he (aid, by the 
command of Auguftus, the latter denied the charge^ 
upon which tht advocates for Primus defired to know.' 
with an infolent air, what brought Auguftus into 
court, or who had fent for him ? To this the emperor 
fubmiffivcly replied, ** The Commonwealth ;" an an- 
fwer which greatly pleafed the people. Upon another 
occaiion, one of his veteran foldiers entreated his 
protection in a certain caufe; but Auguftus taking 
little notice of his requeft, defired him to apply to an 
advocate. " Ah !" replied the foldier, «* it was not 
♦* by proxy I ferved you at the battle of Aftium." 
This reply pleafed Auguftus fo much, that he pleaded 
his caufe in perfon, and gained it for him* He was 
extremely affable, and returned the falutations of the 
mcaneft perfons. One day a perfon prefented him a 
petition, but with fo much awe, that Auguftus was 
difi)leafed with his meannefs. " What! friend," 
cried he, " you feem as if you were offering fome- 
** thing to an elephant, and not to a man ; be bolder.** 
One day, as he was fitting on the tribunal, in judg- 
ment, Maecenas, perceiving by his temper, that be 
wdsiaclittcd to be fevere, attempted to ipeak to him i 
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lat not being able to get up to the tribunal for the 
Towd, he threw a paper into his ]ap» on which was 
yrote, " Arife, executioner." Augufius read it wiih- 
lat any difpleafure, and immediately rifing, pardoned 
lo/e whom he was difpofed to condemn, out what 
loft of all (hewed a total alteration in his difpofition, 
ras his treatment to Cornelius Cinna^Pompey's grand- 
Mi. This nobleman had entered into a very dange- 
OQS conspiracy againfl him ; but the plot was difco« 
ered before it was ripe for execution. Auguflus, for 
bme time, debated with himfelf how to adl ; but, at 
aft, bis clemency prevailed ; he therefore fent for 
hofe who were guilty, and after reprimanding them» 
lifmifled them all. But he was refolved to mortify 
^inna, by the greatnefs of his generofity: for, addrei* 
ing him in particular, ** I have twice,'* fays he, 
* given yon your life ; firft, as an enemy ; now, as a 
< confpirator ; I now give you the confulfhip : let us 
'* only contend in (hewing, whether my confidence or 
" your fidelity fhall be viftorious." This generofity, 
sirhich the emperor very happily timed, had fo good 
in effe&j that, from that inftant, all confpiracies 
:eafed againd him. 

In the practice of fuch virtues as thefe, he pafTed a 
ong reign of above fortyyears, in which the happi->' 
lefs of the people feemed to confpire with his own : 
lot but that there were wars in the diftant provinces of 
;he empire, during, almofl, the whole reign ; however, 
:hey were rather the quelling infurreftions, than the 
extending dominions $ for he had made it a rule to 
carry on no operations, in which ambition, and not the 
fafety of the ftate, was concerned. -In faft, he feem- 
ed the iird Roman, who aimed at gaining a chara^fer 
by the arts of peace alone ; and who obtained the af- 
fedlions of the foldiers, without any military talents 
of his own. Nevcrthelefs, the Roman arms, under 
his lieutenants, were crowned with fnccefs. The 
Cantabrians, in Spain, who had revolted, were more 
than once quelled by Tiberius, his flepfon ; Agrippa, 
his (bn-in-law ; and /Elius Lama, who followed 
them to their inacce/Eble mountains, there b\oc>KA^ 
Aem op, aad compelled them by famitie to (atrc^AM 
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at difcretioD. The Germans alfo gave foroe uneafinert, 
by their repeated incurdons into the territories ofGaul* 
but were reprefTed by Loliius. The Rhetiant were 
conquered by Drufus, the brother of Tiberiut. The 
BcOi and Silatae, barbarous nations, making am irrup- 
tion into Thrace, were overthrown by Pifo, governor 
of Pamphyiia, whc gained triumphal honours. The 
Dacians were reprelTed with more than one defeat: the 
Armenians alfo were brought in due fubjedHon by 
Caiusy his grandfoo. The Getulianst in Africa^ took 
up arms ; but were fubdued by the conful, Caiut Cof- 
fus, who thence received the furname of Getulicas. A 
dangerous war alfo was carried on agaioft the Dalma- 
tians and Pannooiansy who having acquired great 
ftrength by the continuance of a long peace, gathered 
an army of two hundred thoufand foot, and nine 
thoufand horfe, threatening Rome itfelf with deftruc- 
tion. Levies were therefore mado in Italy with the 
utmoft expedition; the veteran troops were recalled 
from all parts, and Augufhis went to Ariminum, for 
the greater convenience of giving his diredions. And 
indeed, though perfbnal valour was by no means his 
mod fhining ornament, yet no roan could give wifer 
orders upon every emergency, or go with greater dif 
patch into all parts of his dominions than he. This 
war continued near three years, being prioctpally ma- 
naged by Tiberius and Germanicus, the latter of j 
whom gained great reputation againft thefe fierce and 
barbarous multitudes. Upon their redudion, Bato, 
their leader, being fummoned before the tribunal of 
Tiberius, and being demanded how he could offer 
to revolt againft the power of Rome ? the bold bar- 
barian replied, *' That the Romans, and not he, were 
** the aggreiTors, ficce they had fent, inftead of dogs 
** and (kepherds to fecure their flocks, only 
U. C« ** wolves and bears to devour them." But 
752. the war which was moil fatal to the Ro- 
man interells, during this reign, v.*as that 
wUch wu managed by Quintilius Varus. This ge- 

' iofading the territories of the Germans, was 

] tm /bfiow the enemy amofi^ x!k\ci Cot«CL% and 
wkk bis army in £e^arasft\so^\«%'; >^\«.>ca. 
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was . attacked by night, entirely cut off, with his 
whole army. Thcfe were the beft and choicefl Icgi- 
■ •■$ of the whole empire, either for Valour, difcipline 
or experience. The flfHidlion, from this defeat, 
ieemed to (ink very deep upon the mindof Augutlus. 
He was often heard to cry out, in a tone of angiiifli, 
".Quintilius Varus, reftore me my legions;*' and 
fome hidorians pretended to fay, that he never aAer 
recovered the former ferenity of his temper. 

But he had fome uneafinefs of a domeflic natiKe, 
10 his own family, that contributed to diftrefs him : 
he had 'married Livia, the wife of Tiberius Nero, by 
the confent of her hufband, at a time (he was fix 
inonths gone with child. This was an imperious wo- 
man» and confcious of being beloved, (he ccntrru'ed 
him, after at her pleafure. She had two fons by her 
former hu(band ; Tiberius, the eider, whom (he 
greatly loved ; and Drufus, who was born three 
months afiei- (he had been married to Auguftus, and 
•who was thought to be his own fon, Th-! t\ck{\ of 
the(c, • Tiberius, whom he afterwards adopted, ami 
who fucceeded him in the empire, was a good general, 
but of a fufpicious and obftinate temper; lb thwt 
though he was ferviceable to Augnftus in his foni^in 
wars, yet he gave him but little quiet at hons-j. lie 
was at laft obliged to go into exile for five yth'-s, ti» 
the ifland of Rhodes, where he cbii ilv frint his tin. c 
in a retired manner, converfing wltli the Greeks, :ir. .' 
addidling hinidlf to literature ; of which, however, 
he made afterwards but a bad ufe. DruTis, the otlser 
fon of Livid, died in his return froin antxpcdirion 
againft the Germans, leaving Augullus inconfolnhlc 
for his lofs. But his greatell jif?ji^.ion was, the con- 
dufl of his daughter Julia, whom he had by Snri- 
bonia, his former wife. This woman, whom ho 
marrricd to his general Agiippa, ami after his do;»rli 
10 Tiberius, fci no bounds to " her lewdncfs. Not 
contented with e/ijoying iier pleafnrc*, die feenied 
alfo earnetl in procu-ring the infsmy of her proftiiutions. 
Auguftus, for a long linnc, v/ould not believe the ac- 
connts he dni/v heard of her coriwd ; baV, flLXU^^ 
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roulJ not help obfcrvlng them. He found fhc was ar- 
rived at that excefs of wantonnefs and prodigality, that 
(he had her no6lurnal appointments in the moft public 
parts of the city; the very court, where her father 
prefided, not being exempt from her debaucheries. 
He, at Brfl, had thoughtsof putting her to death; boc, 
after fome confideration, he banifhed her to Pandata- 
ria; forbidding her the ufe of wine, and all Tuch delica- 
cies, as could inflame her vicious inclinations; he or* 
dered alfo, that no perfons fhould come near her with- 
out his own permifTion ; and fent her mother Scribooia 
with her, to bear her company. Afterwards, when- 
ever any attempted to intercede for Julia, his anfwer 
was, '< that Are and water (hould fooner unite, than 
** he with her/* When fome perfons, one day, were 
more than ufually urgent with him in her favour, he 
was driven to fuch an extremity of paflion, as to wilh 
that ihey might have fuch a daughter. However, 
(he had two fons by Agrippa, named Caius and Lu- 
cius, from whom great expe^ations were formed ; 
but they died when fcarcely arrived at man's eftate; 
Lucius about five years after his father, at Marfeilies ; 
and Caius, two years after, on his return to Rome, 
of a wound he had received in Armenia. 1 hus Au- 
gurtus having in a great meafure, furvived al! his 
nearcft relations, at length, in the feventy-fourth 
year of his age, began to think of retiring, in good 
carnea, from the fatigues of (late; and, in fome mea- 
lure, of conftiiuting Tiberius fuccefTor in his ufual 
employments. He defired the fenate to falute him no 
longer at the palace according to their cuftom ; nor to 
ttike It amifs, if, for the future, he could not converfc 
with them as fbrmeriy. From this time Tiberius was 
joined m the government of the provinces with him, 
and inverted with almoft the fame authority How- 
ever, Auguftus could not entirely forfake the admini- 
■fSA-'' *^'* ^^^*^' ^^'^^' *^^^>' *^^^ ""'^ed with his 
^kl iS^rlft"' • ^f ^^" continued a waichfuJ guardian cf 

^^^Ej J" *^»nding it now, therefore, very inconve- 
^Ottmt 10 the (cQdLie, V>^ it^W o^ Vv\^ ;^^t^ he 
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cfired to have twenty priv^'vcounfcllors afligned him 
IT t year ; and it was decreed, that whatever mea- 
iro were refolded upon by thenv, together with tiie 
infais, (hould have entirely the force of a Jaw. He 
emed« in fome meafure, apprehenfive of hrs approach- 
g end "f for he made his will, and delivered it to the 
:7lal Ttrgins. He then folemnized the cenfas, or 
imbering the people, whom he found to amount to 
ur millions, one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand ; 
hich fhews Rome to be equal to four of the great- 
I cities of modern times. While thefe ceremonies 
ere performing, by a mighty concourfe of people in 
le Campus Martiusy it is laid, that an eagie flew 
mnd the emperor feveral times, and direding its 
ght to a neighbouring temple, perched over the 
ime Agrippa ; which was by the Augurs conceived 
I portend the death of the emperor. Shortly after, 
aving accompanied I'ilxrius in his march into iiiy- 
a, as far as Beneventum, he was taken ill at th.it 
)wn of a diarrhoBii. Returning, therefore, froui 
lence, he came to Nola, near Capua, and there iind- 
ig himfelf dangeroufly ill, he fent for Tiberius, with 
le red of his moil intimate friends and acquaintance. 
ie did not continue long to indulge vain hopes of a 
icovery, but, convinced that his end was at hand, 
atienily awaited its arrival. A few hours before his 
eath, he ordered a looking glafs to be brought, and 
is hair to be adjafted with more than ulual csrc. 
ie then addrerted his friends, whom he beheld for- 
>unding his bed, and delired to know, whether he 
ad pro])erly played his part in life : to which beirj 
nfweied in the affirmative, he cried out, with his L.'i 
reath, ** Then give me your applaufe,'* and thus, 
1 the feventy-lixth year of his age, after reigning 
)rty-one, he expired in the arms of Li?ia, bidding 
cr remember their marriage and farewel. 

The death of the emperor, when known, caufed 
icxpreflible grief throughout the whole Roman em- 
ire ; fome thought that his wife IJvia had fome hand 
1 haftcning it, willing to procure the fucceflion more 
pcedil/ for her fan. However this be, (he lOoV cm^ , 
E 9 Ivsr 
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for fome time, to keep ic concealed, hjivlng guar 
all the pfTages 10 the palace ; fomecimes giviog 
that he was recovered, and then pretending a rela 

'At length, having fettled the fuccefllon to her m 
fhe publKhed the emperor's death » and at the i 
time the adoption of Tiberius to the empire, 
emperor's funeral was performed with great ma 
licence* Thefenators being in their places, Tibei 
on whom the care was devolved, began a confola 
oration to them ; but fuddenly (topped in the be 
ning of his fpeech, as unable to rcdrain the violi 

' of his fortow; and, indead of continuing, gate 
notes to Drufus, his fon, who read them to the fer 
After this, one of the late emperor's freedmen ; 
licly read his will in the fenate-houfe, wherein 
made Tiberius and Livia his heirs ; and by that, 
via was likewife adopted into the Julian family, 
honoured with the name of Augu(la He gave 
(idcrable legacies to many private perfons, to the 1 
tortan guards, to the legionary foldiers, and to al 
citizens of Rome* But hiii refentinent to his daug 

JIulia continued even to the lafl ; he left her a 7 
egncy indeed, but would neither reiiore her to he 
mily, nor permit her to be buried in the fepulchi 
her ancellors. Befidcs his will, four other writing 
hit were produced. One, in which he had left infl 
tioDi concerning his funeral ; another container 
- enumeration of his feveral exploits ; a third compi 
an account of the provinces, forces and revenue 
the empire ; and the fourth, was a fcheduleufdin 
ons to I iberius for governing the empire. An 
' thefe, it was found tolbe his opinion, that no man, 1 
' great a . favourite foever he might be, (liould be 
. irufted with too much authority, lefl it fhould in< 
bim to turn tyrant. Another maxim was, that r 
■ fiKMld dcfice to enlarge the empire, which was alr< 
Mrefervtfd with difficulty^. 1 hus he feemed (ludioi 
icrting hi*£Oiiotry.to tde very lafl, and the fprroi 
•the people feenied «<pial to hit aflidoity. , It was 
• xreed^ that ill jthe womeo fhould mourn for hi 
'Wiole ycMf, Templet w^re cre^ed to him ; di 
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honours were allowed him ; and one Numerius At- 
ticus a fenator, willing to convert the adulation of 
the limes to his own benefit, received a large fum of 
money, for fwearing that he faw him afcending into 
heaven ; fo that no doubt remained among the people 
concerning his divinity. 

Such were the honours paid to Auguflus, whofe 
power began in the (laughter, and terminated in the 
hapuinefs of his fubje^tf ; fo that it was faid of him, 
** That it had been good for mankind if he had never 
** been born, or if he nerer bad died/* It is very pro- 
bable, that the crueitiet exercifed in hit triumTirate, 
were* fuggefted by his collegaes; or perhaps, he 
thought, iirtbe cafe of Ccfar't death, that reyeoge waa 
viftiie. 'Ortffin it n, vbac thofe feferities were, in 
ibme^meafirn;, neceflary toreflore public tranquillity i 
for ontii the Roman ip*rit was entirely eradicated, no 
Clbnarchy codki'befecare. ' He gaw the governroeoc 
at air futied todiedifpofition of the times ; he indulg- 
ed hit M^ds in* the pride of feeing the appearance of 
f Yepdblict while he made them reaUy hapfj in the ef^ 
tkM of a moft abfolnte monanBhv»> guided by the rooft 
eaafiimonte oradenoei - * In- thtt laft jrirtao he> feems to 
htve'txaeUeantoftinonardM ; and^ iodeed^ could-^^e 
fcparate Odaviut from Auguftus, he would be one of 
Arittoft ftirftleie prioees'in hiftory.* The* long peace 
tifhidir his ibbieAs enjoyed daring his adminii&ationv 
My beenth'efvafcribedto-hia moderation alone ; and 
altoiirtheiniddleof his rttgn, the greateft'part of man- 
kind fav^ themftlves at once, profeffing obedience <o 
Me monarch, 'and in perfe^ harmony with each other. 
Thia'wasthe tfrhein which our Saviour, Chrifl, came 
lAto'thPe World, to teach new laws^ and give new fanc- 
t?ohs td the pradhce-of every human virtue. He was 
borir in Judea,"in the 'feven hundred and fifty- fecond 
y^r of Rortie, the twenty-fifth of the reign of Au* 
^uftus, and in the four thoufand and third year of 
the world, according to the coramoD computation. . 
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CHAP, lY. 

TiberiiiSy the third Emftrw^ 

V C. 1 IBERIUS if perhaps the fironeefl 
767. example of a man, b^ aa exceft of rehne-' 
A.D.i5.ment, dedroying thofe ?ery advantages he 
attempts to fecore. Augnflus left him jfl 
poiTedion of great popularity, and ao happy empire ; 
he immediately, however, Anind meant to injure hit 
popularity, by claiming as a debt, that homage» 
which hit predecefTor was witling to receive as a fa* 
TOur ; and fubverted the happinefs of the emptrei by 
making a diftin^ion between the welfare of 4he prince 
and the people. Thus all his abilities only ferved to 
heighten his errors, and corrupt his heart ; until, in 
the end, his life feemed painfully eifiployed, in fiod* 
ing pretexts for appearing what he might eafily have 
been; and in deceiving othersi by lx:ing deceived 
himfelf* 

The 6rA obje^ of his fufpicion, when he came to 
the empire, was Agrippa Podbumus, the third and 
only remaining Ton of the general of that time, by 
julia, daughter of Auguiius. This youth having ra* 
thcr imitated the licentioufnefs of his mother, than 
the prudence of his father, was banidied by Auguftni 
into the ifland of Planaiium ; and was now murdered 
l>y the order of Tibe:ius, who pretended that it wai 
done by the particular anpoiritment of the late em- 
peror, who was folicitous tor the fafety of the fucccf- 
(ion. He even carried his difBroulation fo far, that 
when the centurion, who had executed his commands, 
came with the account, Tiberius pretended, that he 
had given no fuch command, and that be (hould an* 
fwer for his condudl before the fenate. Howeveri 
the bufmefs was hufhed up foon after, and no en« 
^Mry Wilde after the murderer. 

As 
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A? for the people ia general, they were now ready 
to fuffer any injury* without murmuring, h'virry or- 
der of the ftate was ambiuous of flavery, and only 
dtffirous of (hewing the extent of their obedience, by 
the humility of their adulation. All fuits and petitions 
were now made to Tiberius ; and he, at the fame time, 
took care that nothing materia! fhould be done without 
hij concurrence. The fenate was willing enough to 
gire up the reins of government ; yet he had fo much 
diiHmulation in his nature, as to wifh to make his ac- 
ceptance of them the greateft favour. He began, there- 
fore, in the feoate, with great art, to defcant on tht 
extent of the Roman empire, and the difficulty of guid- 
ing it with proper ikill ; he then alleged his own in* 
fufficiei;cy for the taflc, and hinted that no man could 
be a worthy fucce/Tor to Auguftus. However, as the 
city was fo happily ornamented with great numbert of 
wile and worthy men, it would be more adfifeable for 
a number to unite their care and their councils, than 
10 lay the whole burden ui>on him alone. The fenate^ 
however, (killed now only in the arts of adulation, be- 
Ibught him, in the mod humble manner, to accept of 
the government i and not to reject a tafic, to which 
he alone was eaual. Tiberius upon this pretending to 
be fomewhat foftened, partly accepted their offers ; 
but alleged, that he was unable to take the charge 
of the whole ; however, at their requelf, he declared 
himfelf willing to undertake the protection of any 
one part they a/Sgned him. Whereupon Afinius 
Galltts demanded, what part he was willing to take 
charge of? This unexpedled queftion quite con- 
founded the diffembling emperor. He, for fome 
time, remained filent; but recovering himfelf, an- 
fwered, with a fubtle refer ve, that it ill became him 
to choofe any one part of that, from which he begged 
a general extmption. Gallus, who now perceived he 
had gone too far, and who, perhaps, only pui the 
que(lioo to flatter his vanity, very readily brought 
himfelf off, by faying, ** That he did not offer that 
^* quedioDi as though he defigned to divide what was 

•«itt 
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** ill itfcif Indi/Toluble ; but from his own confeflion, 
" to convince him, that the commonweahh was but 
** one body, «incl was confcqucntly to be adluated 
•* only by one foul.** At Jcngth Iibenus, fcemingly 
overcome by the importunities and clamours of atl 
aiound him, yielded, by degrees, to their entreaties; 
and at Uil condcfcended to take upon him the labour 
of the government, purely to fatisfy their wiAc«» ra- 
ther than hit own f adding, howtver, that h« wouJd. 
keep it only unitl they (hould think fit to giv&repofe' 
to hit 0I4 age. 

He was now fifty-flx yeari oId| when be- 
ll. C. took upon him the government of the RtMnaa 
767. empire. He had longjiyed in a profound' 
A.L). 15. flate of diilimulation under Augufhif, and' 
was not yet hardy enough to fhew himfelf in- 
his. real chara£let^ In the beginmha oPhit reign no- 
thing appeared but prudence, genertmtya'nd cltmineyi 
lie utierlyfrejerfed many ofthofe great nametand ti* 
tlet of honour which were Co liberaltyoflftred himbjr 
ttie (enate. He prohibited tfaeir ereAing* ft'atnet to 
him but upon certainoccafions, and abfoluteiy farMe 
their worfliipping, him as a deitjr. 1 ht>fe juff'pnatfef 
alfo whicH he roigKt Have received without cenfitre, 
ieemed irkTome to him ; and' he appeared to dkdn no 
#thef rewards for his Jabouri in (he empire, but the 
confcioufneff of having deferved tfiem. When tHe 
(eoare offered to (wear to obey all t^e ordinancea 
which had not only been made, but thofe he vraa about 
to enad hereafter, he checked their vile aduhKiooi 
obferving that all fnblunary things were mu^abia tnd 
uncertain, and the higher he was raifed, hit Hurt 
would only be the moie ex}>oftd to danger. He dif* 
fembied alfo iireat patience a nd" moderation u^on all 
occaGons ; and alihou^h in the ftrnare there pa/fed 
fomc things contrary to his will, yei he Teemed not in 
the kail ofFtndcd. Having learntd th'at fume ptrfons 
had fpoken ill both of him and his government,, he 
ihewed no rcfemmcnt; but mildly replied, Thai m 
a free city the tongues of men ought alfo to be free. 
When the fenatc would have proceeded againfl fome 

v/ho 
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who had libelled him, he would not confent; alleging, 
That he had greatec and more ufeful employix^niSi 
thari to embariiars himfelf with fuch triflinj concerns i 
addijig. That the befl way of-punifhing fuch as dc;- 
famed him, was to make the account of his condudt 
uneafy to them, and by retaliating their contempt. 
When fome governors - had (hewn him a method of 
encrealing his revenues, he with-iodignation anfwec- 
cd. That a good ihephcrd ought to (hear but never 
Ilea his flock. He made many ' fumptuary edidls 
againft taverns and pIaces.of public refort ;.he punifh- 
ed diihoned matrons, and even prohibited kiffing.'.by 
way of falutation. 'He- was .v^ry -vigilant in fupprelT- 
ing robberies and feditions, and caufed judice to be 
duly and regularly adminiflered in all the towns of 
*9taJy-. He .alfo behaved in a very refpedlful manner 
to the fenate, and in the beginning did nothing of 
moment without their advice and approbation; They, 
on their parts, continually forced upon him the moil 
extravagant^raifes ; fo that -no prince was ev-er more 
flattered than he. Nor is itan improbable.conjeflure 
tofuppofe that this adulation ferved greatly to pejo- 
rate his mind, and to make him more boJdly throw 
afide the mafl^ of dilTimulation. 
' I'he fucce/Tes of Gcrmanicus firft brought his na- 
tural difpofitions to light, and difcovcred the maligni- 
ty of his mind without difguUb.; He was fcarce well 
fettled on his throne when he received inteliigence 
that the legions in Pannowia,. hearing of the d^ath of 
Augudus, and defirous of novelty, had revolted ; 
buttBefe were foon quieted, and Pefcennius their 
leader (lain : but a commotion in Germany was at- 
tended with much more important confecjuences. The 
legions in that part of the empire were condu<5tcd by 
Oermnnicus, the fon of-Drufus, late hrothcr of Ti- 
berius, a youth of moll 4idn»irabie qualities, and who 
had been, at- the Ute emperor's rtqu<.li, Hdo])ted to 
•fuccced to the empire. 'I he legions under his conir 
inand had taken the opportunity of his abfence to re- 
yoUy and now boldly began to afHrm that the yhole 
E 5 . , 'j.jRjosiWLax 
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Roman empire was in their power, and that its prin- 
cipal grandeur was owing to the fuccefs of cheir arms; 
wherefore, when Germanicas was retorned, they una- 
nimoufly refolded to choofe him emperor. This cenei 
ral was the darling of the foldiers, and almofl idolized 
by them, fo that he might with very little difficalty 
have laifed hirofelf to the highefl dignity in the ftate$ 
hut his duty prevailed over his ambition ; he rejeded 
their offers with the utmoft indignation, and afed the 
mo(( indefatigable endeavours to oppofe the fedition* 
This he effcdted, though with extreme hazard, by 
cutting off many of the principal revolrers, and thei» 
leading the troops againd the Germans, who were 
confidered as the common enemies of the empire. 

Tiberius was as much oleafed with the loyalty of 
Germanicus as he was diftrefTed at his fuperior popu- 
larity ; his fuccefs alfo, immediately after, againfl 
the Germans^ only dill more excited the emperor^s 
envy and private di(gufl : he overthrew the enemy in 
feveral battle, fubduing many wild and extenfive 
countries, the Angrtvarii, the Cherufct, and the 
Chatti, with other nerce nations beyond the Rhine. 
Among his other conaueAs it was not confidered as 
the lead honourable, tnat of recovering the flandards 
that had been taken from (he unfortunate Varus, and 
erecting trophies to the memory of his own lecions^ 
in thofe very wilds in which the legions of the former 
were flain. Upon one of the monuments of his vie* 
tories he placed a moded tnfcription, mentioning only 
the peop;e that were conquered, and the army which 
made the conqued, entirely omitting his own name ; 
cither willing to avoid envy, or feniible that podei ity 
would fupply the dcfc^k. 

All theie victories, however, only fcrved to erw 
flame the emperor's jeftloafy ; and every virtue in the 
general now became a new caufe of offence. This 
didike fird began to appear by Tiberius making ufe of 
every pretence to draw Germanicas from the legions , 
bat be was £or a while obliged to ^l^one hispurpofe-, 
»poo Bccoi^M of a domc^c '\u{>aLCY^^\ot^i ^nVvxcVv hi^ 
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"tmdc in Italy by one Clemens, who had been a Have 
to the young Agrippa that was flain. This adventurer 
being about the fame time, and in perfon very much 
re/embling his late mafter, took upon him his name, 
and caufed it to be reported in all parts of . j^ 
Italy that Agrippa was .till alive. This re- '^' ^- * 7- 
port, idle as it was, had a furpridng influence through 
the empire* and raifed great tumults in many towns 
ofItaly-9 Clemens himlelf boldly afTeiting his claim^ 
and now and then appearing in different parts of the 
country, when he. could doit with lafety. Tiberius, 
however, knew but too well the impoflure, and was 
icfolved to oppofe fraud on his fide to that of this 
young pretender.. Accordingly, two foldiers were 
employed,, who were to find him out, and, by pretend^ 
ing an attachment to his perfon, feize him upon the firfl 
opportunity.. This^ commiffion they executed with 
punfluality and fuccefs. Clemens was taken prifoner, 
and brought before Tiberius, who flernly demanded 
bow he came to be Agrippa T'lo which the other as 
boldly replied, '* By. the fame arts with which you 
have become Csefar.!' Tiberius finding by his refolu.. 
tion that it. was vain to expedl any difcovery from him 
of his accomplices, refulved to put him immediately 
to death ; however, fuch were his apprehenfions from 
the people, that he would not punifh him publicly, but 
ordered him to be conveyed to a ffcret apartment in . 
the palace, and there to be executed in private. 

Being now rid of "his domertic enemy, he began to 
confult on the moli fpecioas means of bringing home 
Cermanicus from the legions in Germany. For this, 
an invafion of the Parthiaos offered him the.faireft 
opportunity* Thefe fierce and unconquerable people 
having flain two of their, own' kings, and having re- 
fufcd to accept one who had been an hofbge at Rome, 
and was, it feems, the lawful fucceffor, they broke 
the peace, which had been raiitred in the reign of 
Augut^us, and invaded Armenia, a kingdom tributary 
to the empire. Tiberius was not difpleafed at this in- 
Tafioni as it gave him a pretext for recalling Germani- 

CU3^ 
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cus from thofc IcgioM, wliich were too mtrdv devoted 
to his intcrcft. He firft, therefore, 'began by pro- 
cunag him a triumph for his victory in Genmmy.> mkI 
then by writing to him to return, in order to enjoy 
tho(e honours which thefenate had decreed : adding, 
that he had reaped enough oF glory in a oountry wheK 
he had been fent nine times, and had been every time 
vlAorious : concluding that the number xA triumphs 
was fuffich^nt ; and, that tlie niofl 'frgnai vcngeanee 
that could be >nfli£led on them, was then- being ^per- 
mitted to carry on their own intefline comnrotions. To 
all thefe fpecious civilities G£rmanicusTnade*nO'dire& 
reply, but earneftly entreated the contmuance of his 
command for one year longer, only to£nifhth&entcr- 
prifes he had begun. Tiberius, however, wastoo;we1l 
ikilled in difHniulation not to prevail upon him'by-a re- 
petition of pretended honours ; he offered him the coo- 
fulfhip, and defired him to execute the o/fieein perfoo; 
fo that Germanicus had no longer any'riretences for 
refuling. 1 bus, finding the feafon very faradvanccd, 
he delayed his return no longer : and he"was mettnany 
milts out of the city by infinite multitudes, who re- 
ceived him rather with marks of adoration than refpcfi: 
the gracefulnefs of his pcrfon, his triumphal chariot, 
in which were carried his five children; and the reco- 
vered ftandards of the army of Varus, threw the peo- 
ple into a phrtnfy*of joy and admiration. Tiberius, 
though inwardly repining, feemed to join in the ge- 
neral rapture : he .gave the people, in the name of 
Germanicus, three hundred fefterces each man, and 
*"^/""e<^«^ing year made him his collegue in the 
conlulfhip. However, his aim was to fend him to a 
Qiitance from Kome, where his popularity was .now 
become odfous to hjm } and yet, not to give him fuch 

n?"^ u/^l^^ ^^"'"^ ^* *"y ^'"^^ ^^ turned again/t him- 
leir. Wherefore, the Parthian invafion was now very 

nff^ir/^"u ^""^ hisddigns ; and, bef.des, there now 
mVv hi rH'^'"'''^ ^°'" ^^"^'"fi ^'"^ '"^o Afia, which 
inenr . ^-^V^"^ ^' "^ ^''^^' ^^^" fpecious banifh- 
?nent . Aniiochus king of Comagena, • and Fhilopater 

^ king 
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df jCilicia^ heiog both dej^d, fc^e differences 
p^hofe D^tioDs to the preji^dice of the Romans. 
: fame time .alfo, S^yria and judxa> overburdened 
tgjces, made ^rneft fupplicatioRS for redrefs. 
Ii therjefoi;e> .appegi:ed to be objefls worthy tlie 
ioo of Ger^nfioicjas, and Tiberivis was npt want- 
^ijgif^ .before the fenate the qeccflity there was 
pTtitnoe in that quarter pf the empire. In con- 
c^ce of thijSy .all the provinces of A(i^ were readily 
ed to Germ^nicuS) and ^ greater power giv<n 
tvui hsid been granted to any governor before. 
riberiuSy to re(train this poy^er, ha.d fent Cneigs 
governor into Syri^, .having difpofTefTed Silenus 
\t ofiice. This Pifo Wf\s .a perfon of a furious 
3€;adilrong temper^ and in, every refpe«5l fit to 
)(e thofe. fatal, purpofes for which he was defign- 
HLis inftrudlions were to oppofe Germanicus upon 
jpccaJion, and tp ^cite all the hatred againd him 
i-twithout fufpiciooy he could ; arid even to pro- 
bis death, i^ opportunity ihould offi^r. 
imniajnicus being now appointed to his 
djgni^y, departed frgm Rome for his \A. D.. 
n expedition, carrylcg wiih him his 19. 
Agrippina and his children. In the 
time, Fifo, purfuant to his dire^Jtions, endea- 
:d to. gain the fffcfflions of the foidiers by all the 
sf bribery.and adulation. He took every opppr- 
f of abuiing Germanicus, and taxed hini with 
lifhing the Roman glory, by his peculiar protec- 
10 that people who called thcmfclves Atheniap.s, 
/ere now fuch no longer. Germanicus difregard- 
is invedivcs, being n ore employed in executing 
u(inefs of his commiiliuo than in countera^ing tfie 
le defigns of Pifo. In a fhort time he replaced tjie 
of r^rmenia, who >yas a fiiend to the Romans, 
ceduced Lilicia and Coniiigena iqto Koman pro- 
:8, placing praetors there to collecft the taxes ope 
e empire. He loon after obliged the king of Par- 
10 fue for peace, which was granted him ipuch to 
dfaniage and Iwnour of Rome. Hpw.evcr, Pifo, 
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||j and his wife Ptancina, who is recorded as one 

p;f implacable and cfucf difpontion, continued to c 

i hinii and openfy to tax all his proceedings. 

f ' efforts of ineffehive malice were quite di(rega 

v Gtrmanicus only oppofcd patience and condcA: 

|;'; to all their inve^ives ; and, with that gentleneft 

K: was peculiar to him, repaid their reftntment by 

fjS tcfy. He was not ignorant of their motives, an 

rather willing to evade thanoppofe (heir ei 
U'herefore he took a voyage into fegypt, under 
fence of viewing the celebrated antiquities of the i 
but Id reality to avoid the machinations of PH 
';^ thofe of his wife, which were l\\\\ more dang< 

'"i However, upon his return he fell fick ; and, w^ 

'; from a mind previoufly alarmed, or from more 

^ rent marks of treachery, he fent lo let Pifo know 

he broke off all further connexions andfriendfliif 
him. A fhort interval of conraleficence reflorc 
hopes of his friendi, and the citizens of AnttocI 
pared to offer facrifices for his recovery. How 
ri(o, with his liXors, diflurbed their folemnities, 
diovc off their vi^iiiis from the foot of the aUati 
the mean time, Germanicus grewdaily worfe, ar 
death now began to appear inevitable. Wherei 
finding his end approaching, he addreffed his fr 
\iho flood round his bed, to the following e 
<• Had my death been natural, I might have retf 
** complain of being thus (hatched away from al 
^ endearments of liA;, at ib «arly an age ; but no^ 
** complaints are aggravated in falling the v\£i\ 
** Pifo and Plancina's rreachery. Let the cmp 
•« therefore, I conjure yoo, know- the manner o 
*< death, and the tortures I fuffer. 'i hofe that I 
♦* me, when living, thofe even that envied my for 
•• will feci fome regret, when they hear of a (c 
<< who had fo often eftraped the rage of the en 
'< falling a facriftceto the treachery of a woman. I 
** then roy caufe before the people ; yon wifl be I: 
•< with pity; and if my murderers fhouldpretei 
«' have aXed by commandy they will either receii 
S* cmdh or no pardon.'' As be fpoke thcfe word 

firct 
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(Iretcbed forth hit hand, which bis weepiog frieaJs 
tenderly preflinff, mod earoeflly fowed, that tliey 
wou]d looner lok their lives than their revenge . The 
dviog prince then tarniog to his wife, conjured her by 
ius memory, and all the bonds of nuptial love, to fub- 
mit to the oecefSty of the times, and to evade the re* 
feotment of her more powerful enemies by not oppuC* 
iog it. Thus much he faid openly, fomething more 
vas uttered in private, intimating, as was fuppofcd, 
Ib'ft fears from the emperor's cruelty, and (honly after 
be expired. Nothing could exceed the didrefs of the 
vbole empire, upon hearing of the death of Germani- 
cos. But the people of Rome feemed to put no bounds 
to their diftrefa. A vacation was made in all public 
iDd domeftic duties ; the Areets were tilled with U* 
iBeotations ; the people cad dones at their temples, 
tod flung down their alurs ; while new-born infants 
were expofed, as ofcje^s not worthy paternal attention 
iothis univerfal didrefs. So much was the fpirit of 
the people now changed from its former fortitude and 
equality. They now were fo accudoroed to place 
their happinefs in paying homage to their mafteri, that 
they conddered the fafety of the date as comprifed in 
an mdividual. Id fadl, the community was now com- 
pofed of perfons who had lately received their fieedom, 
orof fuch infolent and idle people as lived at the ex- 
pence of the public treafure. Thefe were therefore 
fenfible of nothing but their own imbecillity ; and 
afflided themfelves, like children, for eviU which 
were only fuggeded by iheir fears. 

In this univerfal didrels, Pifo feemed marked for 
dedrodion. Hidorians in general charge him and his 
wife with the death of Germanicus ^ it is now too re- 
mote a period to controvert their tedimony ; however, 
the general accufation of their giving hi n a flow poi- 
fon, is one of thofe imputations thyt feems to have 
but Httk foundation. The belief of Cow poifons is 
now much difputed, it bei[>g in general, fuppofed by 
phydciaos that it is not in the power of art to regulate 
the duration of their ede^ Let this be as it will, not 
only Fifv and his wife^ but eyen the emperor himfr If^ 
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vith his mother Livia, incurred a (hare of the general 
fu(picions. There were foon after greatly cncrcaftd 
t>y the arrival of Agrippina, the widow of Gerroant- 
t'uSf a woman in high elleem fox her virtue, Avhoap> 
t)eared bearfng the iifhes of her hufband, and attend- 
-ed by all her children. As /he approached the city, 
flie was met by the fenate, and the whole body of the 
people of Romfe, with a! ((range mixture of acckmati<Ai 
* and diflrefs. The veterari foldlers, maAy of U'htfrii 
had ferved under Gcrmanicus, gave the (yicereft teB^ 
monies of their concern. The whole 'maltit'bde« i/hih 
the a(hes were depofiting in the tomb cif Augudasi ft 
firftregarSed ihi ce'remo-nyin profound .filence;btft 
fhoitly after, allof a fudden, broke du't into.ioid 
]amentatic>n!( ; erying, that the ' commotiweahh was 
now no more. - t . 

Tibeiius, whofe jealoufy had ,fome reafon to be 
alarnKd at this tfFemihate ex'cefs of forrow, ufedall 
his art to hide his anger, and make a (hew of /haring 
in the general calamity. ' He even permitted th^ ac- 
cufation of Pifo, who was fuppofed to be merely the 
inftrument of his vengeance. This general Having 
returned to Rome fhortly after, prefuming on the grdat 
favour he ^vns in with the erhpeVor,- was accufed 
before the fenate, in behalf of Agrippina and her 
friends, of the death of Germahicus, and feveral 
other crimes; piarlicularly his cruelty to go6d"^rocn, 
and his corrupting the legfions, were" laid ta hife charge. 

Pifo, either cdnfciouS'of his innocence, or feeing the 
inefficacy of any defehce'againll the tide of populai-i'iy, 
vindicated himfelf but weekly againll every pan of the 
charge. However, the poifoning of Germahicus 
could not be made appear evident enough to fatisfy 
his judges, who fcemed to take part agamli him. His 
trial was therefore drawn out to a grtater length than 
was expe^ed ; but in the mean time he cut it fliorr, 
l)y putting an end to his life in his own houfe. His 
wife Plancina, who was univcrfaliy believed to be 
moft culpable, efcaped punilhment by the intereft of 
Livia; fo that all dillurbanceS railed upon this ac- 
count by degrees fubfided, " ' 



EMPIRE OF. ROMB, % 

i^^xmt a year after tbe death of Germanicu8» Ti- 
btfias took. his. own Ton Drufus as a collegue with 
hia in the. confulfliip.; aod willing to initiate him into 
bsfioefs betimes, left him in tbe government of the 
cky, while he himfelf retired, under the pretence of 
indifpoiitioD. About this time, feveral nations of the 
Gaols revolted, being unable, to endure the heavy, tri* 
hutet which the emperor had lately impofed upon 
tbem. The principal leaders in this revolt were 
I9oriu and Sacrovir, who were fo fuccefsful in tbe be- 
pnoingi thatthe fameof their fuccefles fpread confier- 
nttiofl even as.far as Romcr Caius Siliut^ howeveri 
UHurched with the. Koman legions to oppofe them, and. 
ifiined a great and decifivc vidlorvv A revolt alfo 
happened about this time in Numidia, undef Tacfa- 
linas, who had rebelled once before ; but he waS;now 
in- fomo: meafure brought under, by Bla^fuij who, ici 
Qonfequence) had- received the honour of being. falut* 
tdimpcrator, by the permiffion qf Tiberius. 

Hitherto Tiberius had kept, witbia bounds ; he was 
fingal, juft in the diftributioa of offices, a rigid 
ininifher of injuftice in others^ and an example of 
temperance to his luxurious court. But now, from 
the ninth year of his reign, it is that hiftorians begin 
to traoe tbe bloody eih^it of his fufpicious temper* 

Having now no objeA of jealoufy to keep him in awc» 
be began to pall off the ma(H, and appear more in his 
natural chara^er than before. He no longer adopted 
vhat wifed maxim, the truth of which has familiarized 
it. into a provtrb« th^t honedy is th^ bed policy ; with 
him, juc^m^Rt, juftice, and f xt^nt of thieving, Nyer^ 
converted into fly oefs^ artifice, and expedients adapted 
to momentary conjcdlures. He took upon himfelf th? 
interpretation of all political meaiyres, and gave morals 
whatever colour he chofe, by the fine drawn fpecula- 
tions of his own malicions mind. He began daily to 
diminifh the authority of the fenate; which delign was 
much facilitated, by their own aptitude to flavery • fq 
that he defpifed their me^nnefs, while h^ enjoyed its 
fffeds. A law at th»t time fMbgficcj, wl^Wh made it 
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treafon to form any Injurious attempt againfl the ma- 
jelly of the people Tiberius afTumed to hinifelf the 
interpretation and enforcement of this law, and ex- 
tended it not only to the cafes which really affe^ed 
the fafety of the flate, but to every corjuni5lurc that 
could polfibly be favourable to his hatred or fufpicions. 
All freedom was now therefore banifhed from convivial 
meetings, and diffidence reigned amongU the deareft 
relations. The gloomy difpofition and inlincerity of 
the prince, were diffufed through all ranks of roeo; 
friendship h^d the air of an allurement to betray $ and 
a fine genius was but a fhining indifcretiofi ; even 
virtue itfelf was only confidered as an impertinent in- 
truder, that only ferved to remind the people of their 
lofl happinefs. 

The law of offended majefty being revived, the firft 
of note that fell a facrifice to it was Cremutius Cor- 
dus, who, in his annals of (he Roman enipire» had 
called Brutu» the la(l ofnhe Romans. It is alfo 
thought he had given offence to Sejanut, the empe- 
ror's favourite, by too great liberty in private convcr- 
fation. This brave man, feeing his death refolved 
upon, defended himfelf in the fenate with great force 
and undaunted refolution. Then going home, he re* 
folved to defeat the malice of the tyrant, by a volun- 
tary death, and refufed taking any manner of fufte- 
nance. The informers, who perceived that he wat 
upon the point of depriving them of their reward, pre- 
Tented their complaints to the fenate, fignifying his 
intentions of cfcaping ju(h'ce. However, while their 
petitions continued under deliberation, Cremutius, as 
Seneca expre/Tes it, pronounced his own abfolutioa 
by dying. 

In the beginning of thefe cruelties, Tiberius took 
into his confidence Sejanus, a Roman knight, who 
found out the method of gaining his confidence, by 
the moft refined degree of diflimulation, being an over- 
hiatch for his maflcr in his own arts. This favourite 
iDiaifler, by birth a Volfcian, was clofe and fubtle in his 
defigns, but bold and afpiring io his attempts; modefl 
|U|Mltirurd appearaacei bat concealing an ambition 
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that knew do bounds. He was fo fecure in the affec- 
tions of the emperor, that, though ever rcferved and 
/ecretto others, he was entirely open and explicit with 
biro* He was made by the emperor captain of the 
Prxtorian guards, one ot the moll confidential truils in 
the ftate, and extolled in the fenate as a worthy afTo- 
date in his labours. The fervile fenators, with ready 
adulation, fet up the flatues of the favou rite befide 
thofe of Tiberius, and feemed eager to pay him fi milar 
honours, it is not well known whether he was the 
adfifcr of all the cruelties that enfued foon after ; but 
cenain it is, that, from the beginning of his miriflry, 
Tiberius feemed ta become more fatally fufpicious. 

It was from fuch humble beginnings, that this nii- 
oifler even ventured to afpire at the throne, and was 
refolved to make the emperor's foolidi confidence one 
of the iirft Heps to his ruin. However, he confidered 
that cutting off Tiberius alone, would rather retard 
than promote his defigns, while his foo Drufus and 
the children of Germanicus were yet remaining. He 
therefore began by corrupting Livia, the wife of Dru- 
fus^ whom» after having debauched, he prevailed 
upon to poifon her hufband. This was effedled by 
means of a (low poifon, (as we are told) which gave 
his death the appearance of a cafual dificmper. Ti- 
berius, in the mean time, either naturally phlegma- 
ticy or, at leaft^ not much regarding his fon, bore 
his death with great tranquillity. He was even heard 
to jeU upon the occafion^ for when the ambafLdors 
from Troy came fomewhat late with iheir compli- 
ments of condolence, he anfwered their pretended 
didrefTcs, by condoling with them alfo upon the iofs 
of HeiSor. 

Sejanus having fucceeded in this, was refolved to 
make his next attempt upon the children of Germa- 
nicus, who vvere undoubted fucceffors to the empire. 
However, he was fruflrated in his defigns, both with 
regard to the 6delity of their governors, and the chaf- 
tjty of Agrippina, their mother. Whereupon he re- 
rolved upon changing his aimsi aod removing Tiberius 
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out of the ciiy ', by which means he cxpeflcd more 
fqequeni opportunities of putting His defign's into exe*' 
cutioni lie therefore ufed ail his addrefs to perfuad^ 
Tiberius to retire to fomc agreeable rttreat, remote' 
fcom Rome, By this he expe<5led niany advantages/ 
fincc there could be no accefs to the emperor but^iy 
him. Thus all letters being conveyed to the prince hr 
foldiers at his own devotion, they would pafs through' 
hit hands ; by \vhich means he mufl in time becomt 
the^fole governor of the empire, and at lad be in a ea« 
pacily dr removing all obftacles tO hit ambition. He 
ndvy therefore began to tnfiouate to Tiberint the ^rea^ 
andnunnerous incoAveniencet of the cit^, the fatiguet 
of attepdin^ the fenate, and the feditiout teitlrper df 
the inferior bitizens of Rome. TibefiaSp either pre- 
vailed upon by hit perfuafiont, or purTuing the natdrtl 
turn of hit tamper which leJ io indolence and de* 
bauchiery, in the twelfth year of hit reign Idft RonfCTi 
arid went into Ckmpania, under preteilct of 'dediint* 
ing templet to Jupiter and Augufbik. ' After tbik'i 
though he removea to feveral placet, lie net er ^eturniw 
ed to Rome, but fpent the greateft part of hit time in 
the ifland of Caprea, a place which wat rendered" u 
infamout by hit pleafures, at deteftableby'hit'ci'nel- 
ties, which were (hocking to human nature. Fdt 
having^ in purfuance of his intentions, dedicated the 
tempfes which he had built in Campania, he publllhed 
an edi^, forbidding all perfons to diflurb hit rtpottg 
and (lopt the concourfe of his fubje^s, by pladnjr 
Soldiers in the wmvs which led to his palace. ' But ftill 
orowin;; weniy of places wlieie mankind might fbUow 
him wiili their 'omplauus and diflrelTes, he wilhdre^/ 
himiclf, as was (aid, into the mo(l delightful iflabd 
oi C.a;»rea iliiee miles from the continent, and oppd- 
fjrc Na,»lc8. Buried in this retreat, he gave himfelf 
up to Uib pleafures, quite regaiHlefs of the mlfcrictbf 
his luhj.fis Tlius an infurrc^loo of the Jews, upon 
placiDg his Oarue in Jerufalen, under the government 
of I'oniius Pilate, gave him no fort of uncafinefs. 
The falling (jf an aniphiihcatre at Fidenae, in whidh 
(jfty thoufaud perfons were either killed 6r wounded, 

no 
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no way affefled his repofe. He was only employed 
la fluciying how to vary his odious pleafures, ahd 
forcing his feeble frame, fhatiered by age and former 
debaucheries, into the enjoyment of them. Nothing 
can prefent a more horrid pi«5\ure than the retreat of 
this impure old man, attended in this place by all the 
miniders of his perverted appetites. He was at this 
time fixiyfeven years old; his perfon was moft dif- 
pleafing : aud fome fay the dlfagreeablenefs of it, in 
a great meafure, drove him into retirement. He was 
, quite bald before, his face was all broke out into ulcers, 
and covered over with plafters ; his body was bowed 
forward, while his extreme height and leannefs, en- 
creafed its deformity. W-'thfuch a perfon, and amind 
ftill more hideous, being gloomy, fufpicious and cruel, 
he fat down with a view raUier of forcing his appe- 
tiies than fatisfying them. He fpent whole nights in 
debaucheries at the table ; and he appointed Pompo- 
Dips Flaccus, and Lucius Pifo, to the fir(l pofls of 
the empire, for no other merit than that of having fat 
up with him two days and two nights without inter- 
ruption. Thefe. he called his friends of all hours. 
He made one Novelius Toignatus a praetor, for being 
able tp drink off five bottles of wine at a draught. 
His luxuries of another kind were fHIl more deteft- 
able, and feemed to encreafe with his drunkennefs and 

fluttony. He made the moll eminent women of Rome 
iibfervient to his luds, and all his inventions only 
icemed calculated how to make his vices more extra- 
vagant and abominable. Here he invented rooms 
adapted to his libidinous exercifes, where he made 
• tife of all manner of incentives, which nothing but 
the depraved imagination of a tyrant could deii^^ht in. 
The nwrnberlefs obfcene medals dug up in that liland 
at this day, bea*- wltnefs at once to his fhanie, and the 
▼eracity of the hiftorians who have defcribed his de- 
baucht:ries. In fhort, in this rerre^, which was fur- 
rounded with rocks on every fide, he quite gave up 
^e bufinefs of the empire : or, if he was ever a^ive, 
rit was only to do mifchief. 
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Id fafl, it liad been happy for maDkiod^ had be 
gircn Dp his fufpicioDSy when he declined the fatiguei 
of reigning, and refigned the will to do barm, when 
he diveded himfelf of the power of doing good. Bdt, 
from the time t>f his retreat, he became more cruelt 
and Sejanus always endeavoured to eocreafe his di^ 
truAs. Secret fpies and informers were placed io ill 
parts of the city, who converted the moft harmlcfi 
adions into fubjedls of offence. If any perfon of meftt 
tedified any concern for the glory of the empire, it 
was initiediately condrued into a defign to obtain it. 
If another fpoke with regret of former fiberty, hcwM 
fuppofed to aim at re-e(lab!i(hing the common-wealdk 
Every adioo became liable to forced ioterpretatiooi ; 
joy exprcfled an hope of the prince's death; melan- 
choly^ an envying of his prolperity. Sejanos fooixl 
his aims every day fttcceeding ; the wretched em- 
peror's terrors were an inflrument that he wrought 
upon at his pleafure, and by which he levelled every 
obilacle to his deiigns. But the chief objeds of his 
jealoufy were the children of Gcrmanicus, whom he 
refolved to put out of the way. He therefore fedo- 
loufly continued to render them obnoxidbs to theem- 
peror, to alarm him with falfe reports of their ambi- 
tion, and to terrify them with alarms of his intended 
cruehy. By thefe means, he fo contrived to wideo 
the breach, that he adually produced on both fides 
thofe difpoHtions which he pretended to obviate ; till 
at length, the two princes, Nero and Drufus, were 
declated enemies to the flate, and afterwards flarved 
to death in ptifon; while Agrippina, their mother, 
was fent into bani/hment. 

In confcquence* of their pretended crimes, many 
others lofl their lives. Sabinus who was attached 
to their interefls, was accufed and condemned by a 
niofl vile combination of informers againfl him. Ali* 
nius Callus vf'M fentenced to remain in prifon only to 
encreafe the rigour of his punifhment by a lingering 
death, Syriacus was condemned and executed, mere- 
/y for being a friend to iV\c \A\itT. \^ xV\\^ manner 
4^r/i/3Uf proceeded, rcmovitv^ aW viVvo ^^o^ ^W!it.v 
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litm tod the empircy and every day eocreafing in con- 
ildeoce with Tiberius, and power with the fenate. 
The number of his fiataes exceeded even thofe of 
the emperor ; people fwore by bis fonune, in the fame 
manner as they woujd hare done, had he been adu« 
ally upon th^thione ; and he was more dreaded than 
CTen the tyrant who adually enjoyed the empire. But 
the rapidity of his rife feeoied only preparatory to the 
greatnefs of his downfall. All we know of his firfl 
dtfgrace with the emperor it, that Satrius Secundus 
was the man who had the boldncfs to accufe him. 
Antonia, the mot! er of Germanicus, feconded the 
accafation. What weie the particulars of his crimes* 
we now cannot Jearn I but certain it is^ that he at- 
tempted to ufurp the empire by aiming at the life of 
Tiberius. He was very near difpatching him, when 
his pra^ices were difcovercd, and his own life was 
fcry opportunely fubflituted to that againfl which he 
aimed. Tiberius, fenfible of the traitor's power, pro- 
ceeded with his ufual diiHmulation in having him ap- 
prehended. He granted him new honours at the very 
lime he refblved his death, and took him as his coliegue 
in the confulfliip. The emperor's letter to the fenate 
hegan only with flight complaints againfl his friend, 
but ended with an order for putting him in prifon. 
He entreated the fenators to prote^ a poor old man, 
as he was abandoned by all ; and in the mean time 
prepared (hips for his flight, and ordered foldiers for 
his fecurity. The fenate, who had Jong been jealous 
of the favourite's power, and dreaded his cruelty, im- 
mediately took this opportunity of going beyond their 
orders. Inflead of fentencing him to imprifooment, 
they dire^ed his execution. A (Grange revolution 
now appeared in the city; of thofe numbers thati>ut 
a moment before were prefling into the prefencc of 
Sejanus with offers of fervice and aduiution, not one 
was found that would feem to be of his acquaintance : 
he was deferted by all ; and thofe who had formerly 
received the greatefl benefits from him, feemed now 
coorerred into his moft inveiv^te cwt?OA^%» K^ V'i. 
was conducting to execution j tht ,i^eo\>\^ \Q^^t.^ Vv-w 
/ ^v 
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Vith idfuk and (icc^ratton. He attempted tohide Hit 

iace witti his hunds» but even this was denied hMi, 

'and his hands were fe cured. He'warfMirfaed'wich 

' farbaftic reproaches, his (Values ^ere in(Undy thrown 

down, ' and he himfelf (hortly after ftranjgled by the 

executioner. Nor did the rage of hi» enemies (ub- 

' fide A^ith his 'death; his body ' was • ignominioufly 

' dragged about the (Ireets, and his whole family exe- 

cuted with him. Such was the end of Sejanus ; a 

* ftriking example of the inflability of every ravourite'i 

power; and the precarioyfnefs of every tyrant's friend- 

(hip. 

Hir death only lighted up the empcror*s rage for 
further executions. Plancioa, the wife of Piib, was 
put to death as little pitied as the former. 8ejuus 
Veftilius fhared the fame fate, as it was pretended, 
for having written a fatire againil Caligula, the only 
furviving fon of Germanicus ; but his real fault was, 
that his fevere virtues were become intolerable to the 
vicious emperor. Vefcularius Atticusi and Julius Ma- 
rinus, formerly the infeparable friends of Tiberius> and 
who had been his companions in Rhodes^ were now 
executed by his rommand, for being attached to Se- 
janus ; and Mamercus Scaurus was aH^ obliged to pre- 
vent his execution by fuicide, for havmg written a tra- 
gedy upon the (lory of Atrcus. The fufpicioos em- 
peror applied to himfelf the inveflivc that was alleged 
again(l tyrants in general ; and declared, in a rage, that 
if he was become an Atreus, he would compel theaa- 
thor to become an Ajax. Vitia, an aged woman, wai 
put to death, only for having lamented the execution o( 
her fon. Fofius, and his wifjp.Publia, being accufed of 
treafon again(t the emperor;:. Hve re obliged to prevent 
their condemnation by fuicide. Coniidius Proculus, as 
he was chcarfully employed amon;>fl his friends, in 
celebrating his birth-day, found hirttfelf, in an iniianr, 
dragged before the fcnate, accufed of confpiring againft 
the emperor, condemned, and executed. The wholi 
family of Theophanes was treated with the fame cruel 
expedition. Sextus Marius found his riches, and the 
beauty of his daughter, fufHcient cnufes to procure bis 
tODviition and death. The pt'v^ou& wtit crowded with 
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prcteniicd accomplices in the confplracy of Sejanus. 
Tiberius began to grow weary of particular executions ; 
he therefore gave orders, that all the accufed Hiould 
be put to death together, without further cxaminarion. 
The whole city was filled with flaughterand mourning. 
The place of execution was a deplorable fcene, where 
perfons of every fex and age were cxpofed, racked 
tnd mangled ; the dead bodies putrefying, lay heaped 
on each other, while even the friends of the wretch- 
ed convi^s, were denied the fatisfadlion of weeping. 
Thus miferable were the Romans, under the arbitrary 
rod of this gloomy tyrant ; no perfon, though ever fo 
virtuouSy could be fafe ; or rather, every virrue was 
but an approach to new dangers. Of twenty fenators, 
vhom he chofe for his council, he put fixteeh to 
death. ** Let them hate me,*' cried he, ** fo long as 
«« they obey me." He then averred, that Priam was 
an happy man, who out lived ail his poffcrity. In this 
manner there was not a day without fome barbarous 
execution, in which the fufterers were obliged to un- 
dergo the moft Ihameful indignities and exquiflre tor- 
ments. When one Camulius had killed hinifeif, to 
avoid the torture : •• Ah," cried 1 iberius, " ]n)\v 
** has tbat-ovwbeen able to efcape mt!" When a 
prifoner carneflly entreated, that he would not dcfc: 
his death : ** No," cried the tyrant, " I am not fuf- 
** ficiently your friend, to fliorten your torment.'' 
Sometimes he was more jocofe in his cruelties, parti- 
cularly when a certain man, (topping an licarfe, dc- 
Cred the dead body to ttll Auguilus, that his legiicics 
to the people were yet unpaid. Tiberius fent for him, 
•and having paid him his (hare, caufcd him to be im- 
mediately executed ; bidding him go tell Augullur-, 
that he, at lea((, had been fiitisfled. One would 
have thought that fuch cruelties, exercifed at Rome, 
would have fatiated his love of vengeance ; but 
Caprea itfelf, the place fecluded for his pleufiirts n^^A 
his eafe, was daily contaminated, not lefj uiih hJs 
cruehies than his deba*:chery. lie often fatis:£td his 
^ff with the torturts of the wretches who w«sre 
put to death before Uu) ; and in ihc davs o? &>i^VOtC\^% 
Vol.11. Y ^ ^ 
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the rock was to be feen, from which he ordered fuch 
as had difpleafed him to be thrown headlong. At 
he was one day examining fome perfons upon the 
lack, he was told that an old friend of his was come 
from Rhodes to fee hira. Tiberius fujppofing him 
brought for the purpofe of information, immediately 
ordered him to the torture ; and when he was con? 
vinced ot his miiUke, he ordered him to be pat to 
death, to prevent further difcovery. 

In this manner did the tyrant continue to torment 
others, although he was himfelf dill more tormented 
by his own fufpicion. . In one of his letters to the fe« 
nate, he coofed that the gods and goddcfles had fo 
af9ided and confounded him, that he knew not wha^ 
or how to writej and, in fa<5t, he had every reafon for 
fuch a confeflion ; a plotting fenate, a reviling people^ 
his bodily infirmities encreafed by his luxuries, and 
his neared friends confcious of being fufpedted. The 
domedic policy of the empire, alfo, was in the hands 
of mifcreants : and the frontier provinces-were invad- 
ed with impunity. MaeGa was ieized on by the Da- 
clans and Sarmatians ; Gaul was waded by the Ger- 
mans, and Armenia conquered by the king of Parthia. 
Thefe were lofles that might excite the vigilance of 
any other governor but Tiberius. Hf, however, was 
fo much a (lave to his brutal appetites, that he left bis 
provinces wholly to the care of his lieutenants, and 
they were intent rather on the accumulation of pri- 
vate fortune, than the fafety of the date. Such a 
total difordcr in the empire, might be naturally fup- 
pofed toiproduce aliegree of anxiety in him who go- 
verned it ; fo that he was heard to wid), that heaven 
and earth might peridi with him when he died. 

In this manner he lived, odious to all the world, 
and troublefome to himfelf; anVnemy to the live^ of 
others, and a tormentor of his owX. At length, how- 
ever, in the iwenty-fecond year of Vns reign, he began 
to feel the approaches of his dilTolution, and all 
his appetites totally to forfake him. \He now, there- 
fore, found it was time to think of a iticcedbr ; and 

heCute d 
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Itcfiiated for a long while, whether he fliould choofe 
Caligula, whofe vices were too apparent to cfcape his 
obfcrvation. He had been often heard to fay, that 
this youth had all the faults of Sylla, without his 
virtues ; that he was a ferpent that would (ting the 
empir«( and a Phaeton that would fet the world in a 
flame. However, notwiihftanding all his well- 
grounded apprehenfions, he named him for his fuc- 
ceffor ; willing, perhaps, by the enormity of Cali- 
gula's corydui5l, to cover the memory of his own. 

But though he thought fit to choofe a fucceflbr, he 
could by no means think of dying ; though totally 
forfakcn by his appetites and enjoyments, his dillimu- 
Jation never forfook him : he, therefore, concealed 
his approaching decline with the utmod care, as if he 
was willing at once to hide it from the wocid and 
himfelf. He long had a contempt for phyfic, and re- 
fufed the advice of fuch as attended him : he even 
Teemed to take a pleafure in being prefent at thefpons 
of the foldiers, and ventured himlelf to throw a jave- 
lin at a boar that was let loofe before him. 1 he ef- 
fort which he made upon this occafion, caufed a pain 
in his fide, which haflened the approaches of death ; 
ftill, however, he feemed willing to avoid his end ; 
and ftrove by change of place, to put off the inquie- 
tude of his own reflef^ions. He left his favourite 
ifland, and went upon the continent : he at laft fixed 
at the promontory of Mifenum, in a houfe that former- 
ly had belonged to Lucullus. It was here that Chari- 
clcs, his phylician, pretending to kifs his hand, felt 
the failure of his pulfe, and apprized Macro, the em- 
peror's prefent favourite, that he had not above two 
days to live. Tibeiius, on the contrary, who had 
perceived the art of Charicles, did all in his power tj 
imprefs his attendants with an opinion of his health ; 
he continued at table till the evening ; he faluted ail 
his guclls as they left the room, and read the a61s of 
the fenate, in which they had abfolved fome perfor.s 
he had written againft with great indignation. He 
rcfolved to take fignal vengeance of their difbbcdience, 

y 2 '\w\ 
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and medicated new fchemcs of cruelty, when he fcH 
into fuch faincings, as all believed were faxil. It wai 
in this (ituation, that, by Macto's advice, Caligula 
prepared to fccurc the uicceflien. He received the 
congratulations of the whole court, he caufed himfelf 
to be acknowledged by the Praetorian foldiers, and went 
forth from the emperor's apartment amid(l the applaufes 
of the multitude ; when ail of a fudden he was inform- 
ed that the emperor v as recovered, that he had begun 
to fpeak, and dcHred to eat. This unexpe^ed ac- 
count filled the whole court with terror and alarm ; 
every one who bad before been earne(l in teilifying 
their joy, now re-afTumed their pretended forrow, aod 
left the new emperor, through a feigned folicitude for 
the fate of the old. Caligula hi nfelf feemcd thunder* 
ftruck ; he preferved a gloomy filence, expe^ing no- 
thing but death, infteadof the empire at which he had 
afpired. Macro, however, who was hardened in crimeif 
ordered that the dying emperor (hould be difpiicched, 
by fmothering him with pillows, or, as others will have 
it, by poifon. In this manner Tiberius died in the fe- 
vcnty -eighth year of his age after reigning twenty two. 
Little can be added to the charader of 
U. C. 790. a prince, who, in every inflance, was fo 
A. D. 38. (Irongly marked with cruelty and diffi- 
mulation. It only remains, therefore, to 
charaderize the people whom he governed. The Ro- 
mans were, at this time, arrived at their highed pitch 
of effeminacy and vice. The wealth of almoft every 
nation of the empire, having, for fome time, circu- 
lated throttgh the city, brought with it the luxuries 
peculiar to each country ; fo that Rome prefented a 
detedable pidure of various pollution in this reign 
lived Apiciut, fb wefl known for having reduced glut- 
tony into fyftem ; fome of the notorious in this way, 
thought it DO fhame to give near an hundred pounds 
ibr a (ingle fifh, and exhaufted a fortune of fifty thou- 
(aod pounds in one entertainment. Debaucheriet of 
every other kind kept pace with this; while the de« 
teflable folly of the times thought it was re6iiing upon 
p/eafure $0 m^kt it uoiMUaraL There were at Rome 

tMtt 
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men called Spintriae, whofe fole trade it was to (ludy 
new modes ot pleafure ; and ihefc were univeifaLIy fa- 
vourites of the great. The fenators were Jong f.i!len 
from their authority, and were no Icfs eHrang^l fiom 
their integrity and honour. Their whole i\\idy fecm- 
ed to be, how to invent new ways of flattering the em« 
peror, and various methods of tormenting his fuppof* 
ed enemies. The people were Aill more corrupt ; they 
had for fome years been accuflomed to Ivve in idle- 
Defsy upon the donations of the emperor ; and being 
fatisfied with fubfiiieoce, entirely gave up their free- 
dom. Too effeminate and cowardly to go to war» 
they only railed againd their governors ; fo that they 
were bad foldiers, and ieditioua citizens. It is not to 
be wondered at, thrfrefore, that fuch indifferent fub- 
jedt fhould be indifferently governed. It has been 
often a(kedy how fo many of the emperors were bad 

princes ? I'he anfwer is eafy Becaufc the people 

they had brought to command, were ill difpofed to 
obey. Good fubje^s generally ifiake good kings, 
whik luxury, fedition, difcontent, and murmurs in 
the populace, as ufually produce feverity, cruelty, and 
fuipicion in him who is appointed to govern. Little 
more need be faid of thefe times* but ^hat in the eight- 
eenth year of this monarch's reign, Chrift was cru- 
cified ; at if the uoiverfal depravity of mankind want- 
cd no Icfs a facrifice than that of God himfelf, to re- 
claim them. Shortly after his death, Pilate wrote to 
"Tiberius an account of his pailion, refurredion and 
miracles ; upon which the emperor made a report of the 
whole to the fenate, dedring that Chrifl might be ac- 
counted a God by the Romans. But the fenate, being 
difpleafed that the propofal had not come fird from 
themfelves, refnfed to allow, of his apotheoGs ; alleg- 
ing an ancient law, which gave them the fuperinten- 
dance in all matters of religion^ 1 hey even went fo. 
far as, by an edi^, to command, that al) ChriQiaot 
(hould leave the city ; but Tiberius, by another edid^, . 
threatened death to all fuch as (hould accufe them ; 
by which means they cootinued immoleiled during 
Uiereft of his reigo.. 
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CHAP, V. 
C^LtcuLA, the Fourth EMriROit. of Rome. 



N< 



I O monarch ercr came to the throoe with more 
advantages ^han Caligula. He was the Con of Germa- 
nicusy who had been the darling of the army and the 
people. He was bred among the foMiers, from whom 
he received the name of Caligula, from the (hori buf* 
kin» called Caligula, that was worn by the coromoa 
f entinels, and which was alfo ufually worn by him. 
He fucceedcd a mercilcfs tyrant ) after whom, eveo 
model ate merit. would look like excellence. Where- 
fore, as he approached Rome, the principal men of 
the date went out in crowds to meet him. He receiv- 
ed the congratulations of the neoplc on every fide, all 
equally pleafed in being fite from the croelues of Tl* 
berius, and in hop'mg new advantages froni the virtucl 
of his fuccclTor* 

Caligula feemed to take every precaution, to fm- 
prefs them with the opinion of an happy chjinge. 
i\midfl the rejoicings of the multitude, he advancedin 
mourning, with the dead body of Tiberius, which the 
foldiert brought to be burnt at Rome, according to the 
cuflom of that time. Upon his entrance into the city, 
ht was received with new titles of honour by the 
fe'nate, whofe chief employment feemed now to be, 
the art of encreafing their emperor's vanity. He wal 
left coheir with Gemellus, grandfon to l^iberius; but 
they fer afide the nomination, and declared Caligula 
foie fucceflbr to the empire. The joy for this election 
was not confined to the narrow bounds of ItaJy, it 
fpread through the whole empire, and vidims witb- 
out number were facriBced upon the occaHoii.- Sooic 
of the people, upon his going into the idand of Cifft* 
pam'a, made vows for his return; and (tkor%]y mcf^ 
when be Ml ficik, the multitude crowded whole tisfbb 
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round his palace, and fome even devoted themfdvis 
to death, in cafe he recovered, fitting up bills of their 
refblutions in the (lieeti. In this anc^ion of the ci- 
tizens, grangers thcmfeives fecmed ambitious of (hir- 
ing. Aitabanus, king of Farthin, who took every 
mtthod of contemning his predecefTor, fought the |.rc- 
fent emperor*s alliance with alH^luity. He came to a 
peifonal conference with one of his legates ; he pafTect 
the iLuphratesy he adored the Roman eagles ; and kifT- 
ed the emperor*t images ; fo that the whole worht 
feemed combined to praife him for virtues, which 
their hopes, and not their exjperience, had given him. 
Thus all the enormities of this emperor were con- 
cealed in the beginning of his reign. He, at dtll, 
feemed extremely careful of the pablic ; and having 
performed the funeral folemnities of Tiberius, he hal - 
tened to the iflands of Pandataria and Pontia, to re< 
moTC the afhes of his mother and brothers, expoHng 
himfdf to the danger of lempcftuous weather, to give 
a luftre to his piety. Having brought them to Rome, 
he ordained annual fJemnities in their honour, and 
ordered the month of September to be called Germa* 
nicusy in memory of his father. Thefe ceremonies 
being ovefy he conferred the fame honours upon his 
grandmother Antonia, which had before been given 
to Livia; and ordered all informations to be burn% 
that any ways expofed the enemies of his family. 
He even refufed a paper that was offered him, tend- 
ing to the difcovery of a confpiracy againd him ; alleg- 
ing. That he was confcious of nothing to deferve any 
man^s hatred, and therefore had no fears from their 
inachinations. He caufed the inflltutions of Auguf- 
tiks, which had been difufed in the reign of Tiberius* 
to be revived ; he undertook to reform many abufes in 
the (late, and fevercly punifhedcoirupt governors. 
Among others, he banifhed Pontius Pilate into Gaul> 
where' this unjufl magUtrate afterwards put an end to 
his life by fuicide. He fjridlly infpedcd the beha- 
viour of- the knights, whom he publicly degraded 
upon being found guilty of any infamous crime. 

He 
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He baniflicd without rcmiiBon, the Spintrlae, or in- 
ventors of abominable recreations, from Rome. He 
attempted to reffore the ancient manner of tiefling 
magiitrates by the fufFragts of the people, and give 
them a free jurifdiiJlion, without any appeal to him- 
lelf. Although the will of I'iberius wa> annulled by 
the fenate, and that of Livia fupprciTtd by Tiberiuf, 
yet he caufed ail their legacies to be pun^ually paid { 
aod, in order to make Gemellui amends for miffing 
the crown, he caufed him to be ele^ed Princeps Ja- 
ventutis, or Principal of the Youth. He redorcd 
fome kin^s to their dominionf, who had been unjaft- 
ly difponeiTed by Tiberius, and gave them the arrears 
of their revenues* And, that he might appear an 
encourager of every virtue, he ordered a female flave 
a large Uim of money for enduring the moft exquiHte 
torments, without difcovering the fecrecs of ber maf- 
ter. So many conceffions , and fuch apparent rirtuei 
could not fail of receiving jud applaufe, A (hield of 
gold, bearing his image, was decreed to be carried 
annually to the Capitol, attended by the fenate, and 
the Tons of the nobility, (inging in praife of the em- 
peror's virtues. It was likewife ordainedy that the 
day on which he was appointed to the empire (hould 
be called Pubitia ; implying, that when he came to 
govern, the city received a new foundation* 

But it had been happy for him and the empire, had 
tucU a beginning been as (Itenuoufly maintained, in 
lefs than eight months all this (hew of moderation 
and clemency vanifhed ; while furious pafljons, un- 
exampled avarice, and capricious cruelty, began to 
take their turn in his mind. As moil of the cruelties 
of Tiberius arofe from fufpicion, fo moil of thofe 
committed by Caligula took rife from prodigality. 
Some indeed pretended to a/Tert, that a dilbrdcr 
which happened foon after his acccHiop to the empire, 
entirely dillorted his reafon, and difcompofed his un» 
derdanding. However this may be, madnefs itfelf 
conld fcarce did) ate cruelties more extravagant, or io- 
coofiftencics more ridicqlousi than arc imputed to 
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litra ; fome of ihtm appear almofl beyond belief, as 
they feem entirely without any motive to incite fuch 
barbarities. 

The firft objeft of his cruehy, and one that will 
fcarcely be regretted by pofterity, was a perfon named 
Politus, who had devoted himfelf to death, in cafe 
the emperor, who was then fick, fhould recover. 
When Caligula's health was re-eftablifhed, he was in- 
formed of the zeal of Politus, and adnally compel- 
led him to complete his vow. This ridiculous devo- 
tee was therefore led round the city, by children, 
adorned with chaplets, and then7)ut to death, being 
thrown headlong from the ramparts. Another, nam- 
ed Secundus, had vowed to fight in the amphitheatre 
upon the fame occafion. To this he was alfo com- 
pelled, the emperor himfelf choofmg to be a fpeftator 
of the combat, however, he was more fortunate than 
tlw» former, being fo fuccefsful as to kill his adverfary, 
by which he obtained a releafe from his vow. Ge- 
mellus was the next whofuflfered from the tyrant's 
inhumanity. The pretence againft him was, that he 
had wi(hed the emperor might not recover, and that 
he had taken a counteqjoifon to fecure him from any 
fecret attempts again ft his life.- Caligula ordered him 
to kill himfelf; but as the unfortunate youih was ig- 
norant of the manner of doing it, the emperor's 
meflengers foon inftruded him in the fatal leflbn. 
Silenus, the emperor's father- in law, was the next 
that was put to death upon flight fufpicions ; and 
Gercinus, a fenator of noted integrity, refufing to 
witnefs falfely againft him, (hared his fate After 
followed a crowd of vid\ims to the emperor's avarice 
or fufpicion. The pretext againft them was their 
enmity to his family; and in proof of his accufations 
he produced thofe very memorials, which but a while 
before he pretended to have biirnr. Among the num« 
bcr of thofe who were faciificed to his jealoufy, was 
Macro, the late favourite of Tiberius, and the perfon 
to whom Caligula owed his empire. He was accufed 
of. many crimes, fome of which were common to the 
F 5 »^ tta^^xWv., 
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emperor, as well as to him, and his death brought 
or. the ruin cf his whole family. 

Thefe cruelties, however, only feemed the firft 
fruits of a mind naturally timid and fufpicious : his 
vanity and profufion foon gave rife to others which 
were more atrocious, as they fprung from lefs power- 
ful motives. His pride fird began by affuming to 
himfelf the title of ruler, which was ufually granted 
only to kings. He would alfo have taken the crown 
and diadem, had he not been advifed that he was al- 
ready fupcrior to all the monarchs of the world. 
Not long after he aflumed divine honours, and gave . 
himfelf the names of fuch divinities as he thought 
moil agreeable to his nature. For this purpofe he 
caufed the heads of the ftatues of Jupiter and fome 
other gods to be (Iruck off, and his own to be put in 
their places. He frequently feated hfmfelf between 
Caftor and Pollux, and ordered all who came to their 
temple to worfhip, fhould pay their adorations only 
TO him. However, fuch was the extravagant incon* 
itancy of this unaccountable idiot, that he changed 
his divinity as often as he changed his cloaths ; being 
at one time a male deity, at another a female; fome- 
times Jupiter or Mars, and not unfrequently Venus 
or Diana. He even buih and dedicated a temple to 
his own divimty, in which his Aatue of gold was 
every day dreiTed in (imilar robes to thofe which he 
himfelf wore, and was worfhipped by crowds of 
ajdorets. His priefts were numerous, the facri6ces 
made to him were of th& mod exquifite delicacies 
that could be procured, and the dignity of the pricll- 
hood was fought by the mod opulent men of the city. 
However, he admitted his wife and his horfe to that 
honour ; and, to give a fini(hing ftroke to his abfur- 
dities, he became a pried to himTelf. His method of 
afluming the manners of a deity was not lefs ridicu- 
lous i he often went out in the full moon, and court- 
ed it in the ftyle ef a lover. He often invited it to 
<iijs bed, to ufle the pleafure of his embraces. He 
^jurabjcd many iofciuioDs to imitate thunder, aad 
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voald frequently defy Jupiter, crying out from a 
fpecch in Homer, •* Do you conquer mc, or I will 
*• conquer you." He frequently pretended to con- 
vcrf^ in whifpers with the flatue of Jupiter, and 
ufually Teemed angry at its replies ; threatening to 
fend it packing into Greece. Sometimes, however, 
he would affume a better temper, and feemed con- 
tentedi chat they two Aiould dwell together in amity. 

A perfon fo impious refpe^ing the deity, was /till 
more criminal with regard to roan« He was not le(s 
notorious for the depravation of his appetites, than 
for his ridiculous pr^rfumptions. Neither peifon> 
place, nor fex were obltacles to the indulgence of his 
unnatural lufts. There was fcarce a lady of any 
quality in Rome that efcaped his lewdnefs ; and, in* 
deed, fuch was the degeneracy of the limes, that there 
were few ladies then who did not think this difgrace 
an honour. He committed inccft with his three fif- 
lers, and at public feafls they lay with their heads 
upon his bofom by turns. Of thefe he proftituted 
Liivia and Agrippina to his vile companions, and then 
banifhed them as aduterefTes and confpirators againfl 
his perfon. As for Drufilla, he took her from her 
hufband Longinus, and kept her as his wife. Her he 
loved fo affectionately, that, being (ick, he appointed 
her as heirefs of his empire and fortune ; and ilie 
happening to die btfore him, he made her a godJefs. 
Nor did her example, when living, appear more dan* 
gerous to the people than her divinity, when dead. 
To mourn for her death was a crime, as (he was be- 
come a goddcfs ; and to rejoice for her divinity, was 
capital, becaufe fhe was dead. Nay, even filence it- 
fdf was an unpardonable infenfibility, either of the 
emperpr's lofs or his (ider's advancement. Thus he 
made his fifter fubfervient to his profit, as before he 
had done to his pleafure ; raifmg va(l Turns of money 
by granting pardons to fome, and by confifcating the 
goods of others. As to his marriages, whether he 
Gontradted them with greater levity, or difTolved them 
with greater injuflice, is not eafy to determine. Be* 
iog prefcnt at the nuptials ot Liyi^ Oreftilla witb 
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Fifoy as foon as the folemnity was over, he coii- 
manded her to be brought to him as his own wife» 
and then difmifTed her in a few days. He foon after 
went fo far as to banifh her upon fufpicion of coha- 
biting with her hufband after fhe was parted from him. 
He was enamoured of Lollia Paulina, upon a bare 
relation of her grandmother's beauty; and thereupon- 
took her from her huiband, who commanded in Mace- 
donia : notwithftanding which be repudiated her as he 
had done the former, and likewife forbad her future 
marrying with any other. The wife who caught mod 
firmly upon his affedlions was Milonia Caefonia, whofe 
chief merit lay in her perfedb acquaintance with ail 
the alluring arts of her fex, for (lie was oiherwife 
pofTcfled neither of youth nor beauty. She conti- 
nued with him during his reign, and he loved her (6 
ridiculoufly, that he fonvctimes (hewed her to his 
foldiers dre(red in armour, and fometimes to his com- 
panions (lark naked ; fo that his very regards were a 
reproach to thofe whom he wi(hed to oblige. 

His envy was ftill more dcteftable than his lufls. 
We are told that he put Caius to death for no other 
crime, than bccaufe he vj^ore a purple gown, the luftre 
of which called off all the regards of the fpedtator» 
from hifnfclf. He ordered feveral perfons in the city 
to be (liaved, for having hair more beautiful than or- 
dinary. He ordered one Proculus, who was remark- 
able for his beauty and the tallnefs of his (hiture, to 
defcend into the amphitheatre, and to fight among 
the combatants as a gladiator. Proculus came .oft 
vidloriom, having vanquished two men, one after the 
other. However, the tyrant was not fatisfied with 
this puni(hment, but caufed him to be bound and 
cloathed in rags, and then to be led round the city and 
(lain. Being prefenc at the public games, where a 
particular gladiator fucceeded with more than ordinary 
applanfe, he was fo highly difpleafed that he flung 
himfelf out of the amphitheatre in a fury, crying cot 
with great indignation, that the Romans gave more 
'^"nodr jto a piufol fencer, than to the empefor himfelf. 

B«t 
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Bat of all his vices, bis prodigality was the mod 
lemarkabley and that which in (ome meafure gave 
■ rife to the rcll. The luxuries of former emperors 
were fimplicity itfelf, whea compared to thofe which 
be pradtiied. He contrived a new way of bathing, 
where the riched oils and mod precious perfumes, 
were exhauded with the utmod profufion. He found 
but didies of immenfe value, and had even jewels, 
as we are told, difTolved among his fauces. He 
JTometimes had fervices of pure gold prefented before 
his gueds indead of meat, obferving, that a matv 
(hoald be an oeconomid or an emperor. 

The cxpenfive manner in which he maintained his 
borie will give fome idea of his domedic oeconomy. 
He built it a dable of marble, and a manger of ivory. 
Whenever this animal, which he called Incitatus, 
was to run, he placed centinels near its dable, the 
night preceding, to prevent its flumbers from being 
broken. He appointed it an houfe, furniture, and a 
kitchen, in order to treat all its vifitors with proper 
refpcdt. The emperor fometimes invited Inciiatus to 
bis own table, prefented it with gilt oats, and wine 
in a golden cup. He often fworc by the fafety of 
his horfe, and it is faid he would have named it to 
the confuKhip, had not death prevented. 

For feveral days together he flung conGderable 
fums of money among the people. He ordered (hips 
of a prodigious bulk to be built of cedar, the dcrns 
of ivory inlaid with gold and jewels, the fails and 
tackling of various filks, while the decks were planted 
with the choiced fruit trees, under the fhade of 
which he often dined. Here, attended by ail the 
miniders of his plcafures, the mod exquifite fingers, 
and the mod beautiful youths, he coafted along the. 
flicre of Campania with great fplendor. All his 
buildings fcemed rather calculated to raife adonifh- 
ment, than to anfwer the purpofes of utility. He 
ordered houfes to be built in the fea ; he cut his way 
through rocks of prodigious bulk ; he levelled moun- 
tains, and elevated plains and valleys. But the mod 
notorious ii>d4J]ce of his fruitlcis profufioik vfa.^ \Vv« 
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▼afl bridge at Puteoli, which he undertook in ihe 
third year of his reign. To fatisfy his defire of be- 
ing mafier as well of the ocean as the land, he caufed 
an infinite number of fhips to be fafteoed to each 
other, fo as to make a 6oating bridge from Baiae to Pa- 
teolt, acrofs an arm of the fea three miles and an half 
broad. The (hips being placed in two rows^ in form 
of a crefcent, were fecured to each other with an- 
chors, chains and cables. Over tbefe were laid vaft 
quantities of timber, and upon that earth, fo as to 
make the whole refembte one of the ftreets of Rome. 
He next caufed feveral houfes to be built upon bis 
new bridge, for the reception of himfclf and his at^ 
tendants, into which frefh water was conveyed by 
pipes frOiii land. He then repaired thither with all 
his court, attended by prodigious throngs of people, 
who came from all parts, to be fpe^ators of luch an 
expenfive pageant. It was there that Caligula, adorn- 
ed with all the magnificence of eaflern royalty, ijttiog 
on horfeback with a civic crown, and Alexander's 
bread-plate, attended by the great officers of the ar- 
my, and all the nobility of Rome, entered at one end 
of the bridge, and with ridiculous importance rode to 
the other. At night the number of torches and other 
illuminations with which this expenfive Hrudture was 
adorned, caft fuch a gleam as illuminated the whole 
bay, and all the neighbouring mountains. 1 bis feem- 
ed to give the weak emperor new caufe for exultation, 
boafhng, that he had turned night into day, as well 
as fea into land, ^rhe next morning he again rode 
over in a triumphant chariot, followed by a numerous 
train of charioteers, and all his fohdiers in glittering 
armour. He then afcended a roftrum ere^td for the 
occafion, where he made a folemn oration in praifeof 
the greatnefs of his enterprife, and the afliduity of 
his workmen and his army. He then diftributed re- 
wards among his men, and a fplendid feafl focceeded. 
However, there was (lill wasting fomeihing to mark 
the dilpoHtion of the mighty projector. In tbe midft 
of the entertainment many o( ViW TiUendants were 
ihiovfo into (he fea^ feveTai (h'\i^s^&YL^4V\\\x^'^^^\»iv 
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were attacked anS funk in an hoflile manner $ and, 
although the majority efcaped through the calmnefs of 
the weather, yet many were drowned ; and fome who 
endeavoured to fave themfelves by climbing to the 
bridge, were (Iruck down again by the emperor's com- 
mand. The calinnefs of the fea during this pageant^ 
which continued for two days, furnifhed Caliguia 
with frefh opportunities for boa(Ung ; being heard to 
fay, ** that Neptune took care to keep the fea fmooth 
" and fercne, merely out of reverence to hinifcif/* 

Expences like thefe, it may naturally be fuppofed, 
mud have exhau(}ed the mod unbounded wealth : in 
h&f after reigning about a year, Caligula found his 
revenues totally exhauded ; and a fortune of about 
eighteen millions of our money, which Tiberius had 
amafled together, entirely fpent in extravagance and 
folly. Now, therefore his prodigality put him upon 
new methods of fupplying the exchequer ; and, as 
before his profufion, fo now his rapacity became 
bonndlefs. He put in^ra^tice all kinds of rapine 
and extortion ; while his principal (ludy feeroed to be 
the inventing new impods, and illicit confifcations. 
Every thing was taxed, to the very wages of the 
meanefl tradefman. He caufed freemen to purchafe 
their freedom a fecond time ; and poifoned many who 
had named him for their heir, to have the immediate 
pofleiHon of their fortunes. He iet up a brothel in 
his own palace, by which he gained condderable funis 
by all the methods of pro(litutiop» He alfo kept a 
gaming-houfe, in which he himfelf prcfided, fcrup- 
Jing noue of the mean tricks of that reptile race, in 
order to advance his gains. On a certain occafion, 
having had a run of ill luck, he faw two rich knights 
paiing through his court, upon which he fuddeniy 
rofe up, and caufing both to be apprehended, confif- 
cated their eflates, and then joining his former com- 
panions» boalled that he never had a better throw in 
his life. Another time, wanting money for a (lake, 
he went down, and caufed feveral noblemen to be put 
to deaihi and then returning, toid the company that 

thev 
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they fat playing for trifles, while he had won fixty thoa^ 
fand feftercts at a cafl. Hairing had a daughter boro, 
he complained openly of his poverty, and publifhed an 
edi^ that he would leceitr* whatever prefents (houldbe 
fent him, and adlually flood in the portico of his palace,, 
to induce the people to be liberal in their donations. 

Thefc methods, however, were but fubordinate to- 
the cruelties by which he acquired immenfe fums* 
He flew many of the fenate, and afterwards cited 
them to appear as if they had killed thcmfclves. He 
condemned many perfons of the highe(t quality to 
dig in the mines ; and to repair the high ways, for 
offering to ridicule his profufion. He cafl great nam* 
bers of old and infirm men and poor decrepit houfe* 
keepers to wild heafls, to free the Hate from fuch un- 
ferviceable citizens. He ufually. fed his wild beafis 
with the bodies of thofe wretches whom he condemn- 
ed ; and every tenth day, fent off numbers of them 
to be thus devoured ; which he jocofely called, clear- 
ing his accounts. One of ihofc who was thus ex- 
pofcd, crying out that he was innocent, Caligula or- 
dered his tongue to be cut out, and then thrown into 
the amphitheatre as before. He took delight in kill- 
ing men with flow tortures, that, as he expreffcd it, 
they mi;;ht feel thcmfclves dying ; being always pre- 
fent at fuch executions, himfcif directing the dura- 
tion of the punifliment, and mitigating the tortures, 
merely to prolong them. Jn fa(5l he valued himfcif 
for no ouality more than this unrelenting temper, and 
inflexible feverity which he preferved while prefiding 
at an execution. 

His barbarous attempts at wit in the midrtiof flaugh- 
ter, fufTlcicnily evince what liftle pain he felt from coin- 
paflion. An eminent citizen, who for an indiipofition 
had got leave to retire into the ifland Anticyra, which 
was a place fan)ous for curing madnels by hellebore, 
dcfiring to have his flay prolonged, Caligula ordered 
him to be put to death ; adding, with a fmik, That 
bheding mutt certainly be ufeful to one who had fo 
Jcfjg takca Hellebore wiihoui luctti^^. Otv^^ >^x!a.w^ 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 113 

a ivrong perfbn to death by millike, upoo finding his 
error, be faid it was well done, for this criminal had 
doabclefs deferved to die as well as the other. This 
bonid difpofition never forfook him, even in his moil; 
feftive hours ; he frequently had men racked before 
him, while he fat at meat, ironically pitying their mis-* 
fortonefl, and blaming their executioner. He always 
defired to have the friends and relations of the fufferer 
to be prei'ent at thefe extcucions. Upon a certain oc- 
cdioD one of them excufing himfelf upon account of 
ickncfs, the tyrant ftnt a litter to carry him. When- 
Cter he kiiTed his wife or his miftrefs, he generally laid 
bis hand 00 her neck, obferving, that, however 
finooth and lovely it was, he .could take it off when he 
deafed. Demanding of one whom he had recalled 
from banishment, bow he employed himfelf in his 
exile i being told that be bad prayed for the death of 
Tiberius, Caligula immediately concluded, that all 
whom he himfelf had banifhed, wifhed for his death 
likewife, and commanded that all exiles (hould be 
flain without mercy. At one time, being incenfed 
with the citizens of Rome, be wifhed that all the 
Roman people had but one neck, that he might dif- 
patch them at a blow. 

Such infupportable and capricious cruelties produc- 
ed many fecret confpiracies againft him ; but thcfe 
were for a while deferred, upon account of his in* 
tended expedition againfl the Germans and Britons, 
which he undertook in the third year of his 
reign. For this purpofe, he caufed numer- U. C« 
ons levies to be made in all parts of the 793. 
empire, and talked with fo much refolution. A, D.41. 
that it was univerfally believed he would con- 
quer all before him. His march perfeAly indicated the 
inequality of his temper ; fometimes it was lb rapid that 
the cohorts were obliged to leave their (landards be- 
hind them ; at other times it was fo flow, that it more 
refembled a pompous procefHon than a military expe- 
dition. In this difpofition he would caufe himfelf to 
be carried on eight men's fhoulders, and order ail the 
oei jhbourir)^ chics to have their (Irects well fwe^t acid 
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watered, to defend him from the duft. Howeirer, all 
thefe mighty preparation! coded in nothing. Inflead 
of conquering Britain, he only gave refuge to one of 
its banifhed princes ; and this he defcribed in his letter 
to the fenate, as taking pofTtlHon of the whole iflandr 
Inflead of conquering Germany, he only led his army 
to the fea-fhore, in Batavia. There diipoGng hit en- 
gines and warlike machines with great folemnity, and 
drawing up his men in order of battle^ he went on 
board his galley, with which coafling along, he com- 
manded his trumpets to found, and the fignal to be 
given as if for engagement ; upon which, his meoi 
having had previous orders, immediately fell to gather* 
ing the fhells that lay upon the (hore into their hel* 
mets, terming them the fpoils of the conquered ocean, 
worthy of the palace and the capitoh After this 
doughty expedition, calling his army together, as a 
general after viflory, he harangued them in a pompous 
manner, and highly extolled their atchievements ; and 
Chen didrtbutiog money among them, difmifTed them 
with orders to be joyful, and congratulated them upon 
their riches. But that fuch exploits fhould not pafs 
without a memorial, he caufeda lofty tower tabeereited 
by the fea-fide, and ordered the galleys in which he. 
hid put to Tea, to be conveyed to Rome in a great 
mealure by land. 

After numberlefs inflances of folly and cruelty in 
this expedition, among which he had intentions of 
deftroyingthe whole army, that had formerly mutinied 
under his father Germanicus, he began to think of a 
triumph. The fcoate who had long been the timid 
miniders of his pride and cruelty, immediately fet 
about confulting how to fatisfy his expe^ations. They 
confideied that a triumph would,- even to himfclf, ap- 
pear as a burlefqae upon his expedition ; they there* 
fore decreed him only an ovation. Having come to 
this refolution, they tent him a deputation^ informing 
him of the honours granted him, and the decree, 
which was drawn up in terms of the mod extravagant 
adulation. However, their flattery was f<ir from fa* 

lisfying 
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isFying his pride. Heconfidercd their condu^ rather 
IS a dimioution of his power,, than an addition to his 
glory. He therefore ordered them on pain of death, 
•ot to concern themfelfes with his honours; and being 
met by their mtfTengers on the way, who invited him 
10 come and partake of the preparations which the fe« 
Date had decreed, he informed them that he would 
come ; and then laying his hand upon his fword 
added, that he would bring that aifo with him. In 
this manner, either quite omitting. his triumph, or de- 
fcning it to another time, he entered the city only 
vith an ovation ; while the fenate pa/Ted the whole 
day in acclamations in his praife, and fi>eechts filled 
with the mo(l excefBve flattery. This, conduct in 
fome meafure ferved to reconcile him, and foon after 
their exceflive zeal in his caufe entirely gained his fa- 
jour. For it happened that Protogenes, who was 
one of the mod intimate and the mod cruel of his fa- 
vourites, coming into the houfe, was fawned upon by 
the whole body of the fenate, and particularly by 
Proculus. Whereupon Protogenes, with a fierce 
look, afked how one who was (uch an enemy to the 
CHiperor, could be fuch a friend to him.^. There need- 
ed no more to excite the fenate againfi Pioculus. 
They inQantly feized upon him, and violently tore 
him to pieces ; plainly (hewing by their condudl, that 
tyranny in a prince produces cruehy in thofe whom 
he governs. 

It was after returning fiom this extravagant expe* 
dition, that he was waited on by a deputation from 
the Jews of Alexandria, who came to deprecate his 
anger, for not worfhipping his divinity as other nati- 
ons had done. He was employed in looking over fome 
hoafes of pleafure, and giving dire^ions to the woik* 
men, when Philo the Jew, and the rell of the em- 
bafly, were admitted to an audience. .Upon their ap- 
proaching him with the mofl profound humility, he 
began by calling them enemies to the gods, and by 
afking them how they could refufe to acknowledge his 
divinity? Upon their replying that they had facri- 
ficed hecatombs both upon his acceffion to the em^ 
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pire, and his recovery from {icknefs, he replied, that 
thofe (acri6ce8 were offered not to him, but for him. 
in the mean time, while they continued filently a(io- 
niflied at his impiety, he went from room to room» 
giving direAions to his workmen concerning new im« 
provements^ and remarking fuch paru of the furni* 
ture at happened to difpieafe him. He would aov 
and then flop to afk fome extravagant oueflios* 
** What can be the reafon,*' cried he, ** tha yoa 
** Jews abflain from pork }" This qaeflion feemed 
fo very lively to his attendants, that tbcy burft into 
fach loud fits of laughter, as obliged an officer who 
was prefent to reprimand them. Pbilo was willing to 
give him all the information he was able on this head^ 
and began by faying. That di0erent nations had dif* 
ferent cuftoms ; that while the people of one religion 
abftained from pork, thofe of another never eat Iamb* 
** Nor do I blame them," cried Caligula, '< for lamb 
** is very bad eating. But tell me," continued he^ 
'* what preteofions have you to be citizens of Alex* 
/'' andria ?" Upon this, rhilo began to enter into the 
bufinefs of bis embafTy; but he had fcarce commeoced'i 
when Caligula abruptly left him, and tan into a large 
hall, the windows of which he ordered to be adorned 
with tranfparent ftone, which was ufed by tbeancieiics 
inftead of glafs. He then returned to the deputies; 
and a/Tuming a more moderate air, •* Well," cried he, 
** let me know what you have to fay in your defence.** 
Philo began his harangue where it had been intenupt- 
ed before ; but Caligula again left him in the midfl of 
it, afid gave orders for placing fome pidluret. No- 
thing can be a more (Iriking piflure than this, of the 
manner in which this monfler attended to the com- 
plaints of mankind. This affair of the Jews remain- 
ed undecided during his reign ; but it was at lafl fet- 
tled by his fuccefTor to their fatisfadlion. It was upon 
this occafion that Philo made the following remark- 
able anfwer to his affociates, who were terrified with 
apprehenfions from the enij^eror's indignation; *< Fear 
<' nothing," cried he to them, <' Caligula, by declar- 
<^ ing againd us, puts God on our fide/' 

The 
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The continuation of this horrid reign (eemed to 
threaten univerfal calamity : however it was as (horc 
as it deferred to be. There had already been feveral 
confpiracies formed to deilroy the tyrant, but with- 
out fuccefs. That which at lad fucceededi in deli- 
Tering the world of this monfler, was concerted un« 
der the influence of Caflius Cherea, tribune of the 
Praetorian bauds. This was a man of experienced 
courage, an at dent admirer of freedom, and confe* 
^oently an enemy to tyrants. Befides the motives 
which he had in common with other men, he had re- 
ceived repeated infuhs fiom Caligula, who took all 
occafions of turning him into ridicule, and impeach- 
ing him of cowardice, merely becaufe he happened 
to have an effeminate voice. Whenever Cherea came 
•to demand the watch- word from the emperor, accord- 
ing to cudom, be always gave him either Venus, 
Adonis, or fome fuch, implying effeminacy and foft- 
oefs. He therefore fecretly imparted his defigns to 
(everal fenators and knights, whom he knew to have 
received perfonal injuries from Caligula, or to be ap- 
prebenfive of thofe to come. Among thefe to Vale- 
rius AfiaticuSt whofe wife the emperor had debauch- 
td. Annius Vincianus, who was fufpedled of having 
been in a former confpiracy, was now defirous of really 
engaging in the firfl de(ign that o^ered. fieiides thefe, 
wereClemens, the prefc^ ; andCalliflus, whofe riches 
made him obnoxious to the tyrant's refentnient. 

While thefe were deliberating upon the moft certain 
and (peedy method of deftroying the tyrant, an uncx- 
pefled incident gave new ftrength to the confpiracy. 
Poropedius, a fenator of diftin^ion, having b«en ac- 
cnfed before the emperor, of having fpoken of him 
with difrefped, the informer cited one Qnintilia, an 
a6lrefs, to con^rm his aqcufation. Quintilia, howe- 
ver» was pofle/Ted of a degree of fortitude not eafjly 
found, even in the other fex. She denied the h&. with 
obflinacy ; and being put to the torture at the infor- 
mer's requcft, (he bore the fcvcreft torments, of the 
rack with un/haken conflancy. But what is mod re- 
«iarkable of her reiblution iS| that fbe was acquainted 
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feemed to hate brought him forth, to fhew what was i 
poffible to be produced, from th»|reaite(l vice, fup' | 
ported by the greatefl authority. His wit and elo- 
quence are applauded by fome : but what could \ 
taile in either, who condemned Virgil as a bad 
and Livy as a wretched hidorian ? With him his 
and infant daughter alfo perifhed ; the one being ftab* 
bed by a centurion, the other having its brains dafbed 
out againd the wall. His money alfo was melted 
down, by a decree of the fenate ; and fuch precaun* 
ons were taken, that all feemed willing, that neither 
his features nor his name might be tranfmitted to pof* 
terity. 

C H A P. VL 



Claudius, the Fifth Emperor of Rome. 

U, C. -^S foon as the death of Caligula was 
794. made public, it produced the greateft con- 
A. D. 42. fufion in all parts of the city. The con- 
fpirators, who only aimed at deflroying a 
tvrant, without attending to a fucce^or, had afl fought 
(afety, by retiring to private places. Some thought 
the report of the emperor's death was only an arti- 
fice of his own, to fee how his enemies would behave* 
Others averred that he was (lill alive, and actually in 
a fair way to recover. In this interval of torturing 
fufpenfe, the German guards finding it a convenient 
time to pillage, gave a loofe to their licentioufnefs, 
binder a pretence of reeenging the emperor's death. 
All the confpirators and fenators that fell in their way, 
received no mercy : Afprenas, Norbanus, and Anteius 
were cut/ to pieces. However, their rage being, at 
length, without an objeift, and their fervice without a 
martcr, they grew calm by degrees, and the fenate 
was permitted to affemble, in order to deliberate upon 
^hut was neceffaty to be don^ m \K^ ^veCenf emer- 
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In this deliberation, Saturnimis, v/ho was then con- 
ful, infifted much upon ths benefits of libtrry, and 
talked in raptures of Cherea's fortitude, alleging that 
itdeferved the higheft reward. This was a language 
bfghly pSeafmg to the fen ate, 'who being long haraifid 
by the cruelty of tyrants, panted once more for the 
reftoraLtion of their fornoerfreedom. Liberty now be- 
came the favourite topic, and they even ventured to 
talk of cxtinguifhing the very name of Caefar. Ini- 
in-efTed with this geoexous refolution, they brought 
^over fome cohorts of the city to their fide, and boldly 
ieized upon the Capitol But it was now too late foe 
Kome to regain her priftine freedom, the populace and 
the army oppoGn^ their endeavours. Th-j former 
were ilill mindful of their ancient hatred to the fcnate, 
and remembered the donations and public rpe<5lacles of 
the emperors with regret. The latter weire fenfible 
they could have no power but in a monarchy; and 
had fome hoj)cs that tlie ele(5lion of the emperoi would 
faH to their deternvHiation. in this oppofition ot ince- 
reft, and variety of opinions, chance feemed at lalt 
to decide the fate of the en)pire Some foldiers hap- 
pening to run about the palace, difcovercd Claudius, 
Caligula's uncle, lurking in a fecret place, where he 
had hid himfdf throughfear. Of this perfonage, who 
had hitherto been defpifed for his imbeciJIity, they re- 
folved to make an emperor ; and accordingly carried 
him upon their (boulders to the camp, where they pro- 
claimed him, at a time he expelled nothing but death. 
The fenate now, therefore, perceiving that force 
alone was likely to fettle the fuccefiion, were refolvcd 
to fubrait, fiiice they had no power to oppofc. Clau- 
dius was the perfcm moft nearly allied to the late em- 
peror, then living, being the nephew of Tiberius, and 
the uncle of Caligula. The fenate, therefore, paflei 
a decree, confirming him in the empire ; and went foon 
after in a body, to render bim their compulfive ho- 
mage. Cherea was the fir/t who fell a facrifice to the 
jealoufy of this new monarch. Re met death with all 
the fortitude of an ancient Roman, dcliring to die by 
Vol. 11. . G ^% 
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the fame fword with which he had killed Caliguh, 
Liipu9, his friend, was }mU to death vrlxh btnoy and 
Sabinu?, one of the coofpirators, laid Tioient hands 
on hlnfifclf. 

Claudius was now fifty years old, when he began 
to reign. The complicated difeafes of his infancy, 
had, in fome nieafore, afTe^ed all the faculties both 
of his body and mind. He was condnaed in a (bte 
of pupilage much longer than was ufual at that time ; 
and fecmed, in cverv part of life, incapable of con- 
dudling himfclf. ^fot that he was entirely deftitate 
of undtrfhnding, fince Itc had made a tolerable pro* 
ficlency in the Greek and Latin languages, and even 
wrote an hiftory of his own time ; which, howcrer 
deditute of other merit, was not contemptible in point 
of flyle. Neverthelcfs, with this (hare of erudition, 
he was unable to advance himfclf in the ftate, and 
feemed utterly neglef^ed, until he was placed all at 
once at the head of affairs. 

The commencement of his reign, as it was with all 
the other bad emperors, gave the moft promifing 
hopes of an happy continuance. He began by paifing 
an a<fl of oblivion for all former words and adlions, 
and difannulled all the cruel ediAs of Caligula. He 
fhcwed himfclf more moderate than his predecelTors 
with regard to titles and honours. He forbade all 
f erfons, upon fcvere penalties, to facrifice to him, as 
they had done to Caligula He was afTiduous inhear* 
ing and examining complaints ; and frequently admi* 
niilered jufticc in perfon ; tempering, by his mildnefs, 
the fcveriry of ftridl juftice. We are told of bis 
bringing a woman to acknowledge her fon, by adjudg- 
ing her to marry him. 1 he tribunes of the people 
coming one day to attend him, when he was on his 
tribunal, he courteoufly excufed himfelf, for not hav- 
ing room for them to fit down. By this deportment 
he fo much gained the affe^ions of the people, that 
upon a vague report of his being (lain by furprife, they 
ran about the ftreets, in the utmofl rage and conftcr- 
^natioo, with horrid imprecations againfl all fuch as 
^|||t ncceffdvy to his dcaih \ tvot co>a\d xVvt-^ be a^pcaf- 
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^dy antil they were affured, with certainty, bf his 
afetv. He took more than ordinary care t^rat Rome 
hooid be continually fupf lied with corn and provifion, 
ecuring the merchants agaiofl pirates. He was not 
eft aftduous 10 his buridtiigSy in which he excelled 
Imod all that went before him. He conflru(fled a 
vonderfoi aquzdafi, called after his own name, much 
brpa/fing anv other in Rome, either for workmaoihip^ 
»r plentiful (apply* Jt brought water from Forty miles 
liibDcey through great mountains, and over deep 
'allies, being built on (lately arches, and furni/hing 
be bigheft parts of the city. He made alfo an haven 
I Oftia ; a work of fuch immenfe ex pence, that his 
acceflbri were unable to maiiMain it. JBut his greateil 
rork of ail was, the draining of the lake Fucinus, 
rhkh was the Jargefl in itdy, and bringing its water 
nto the Tyber, in order to (Irengthen die current of 
hat river. • For effeding this, among other vaft dif- 
iculties, he mined -through a mountain of (lone, three 
ailes broad, and kept thirty thouf<ind men employed 
»r eleyen years together. 

To this felicitode for the internal advantages of the 
^ate, he added that of a watchful guardianfhip over 
be provinces. He reftored Judca to Herod Agrippa, 
/hich Caligula had taken from Herod Antipas, his. 
ncle, the man who had put John the Baptid to death, 
nd who was banifhed by order of the preient empe- 
or« Claudius alfo red ored fuch princes to their king- 
cms, as had been unjuftly difpofTefTed by his prede- 
eilbrs ; but deprived the Lycians and Khodians of 
leir liberty, for having pronwted infurredions, and 
ruci(ied forae citizens of Rome. 

>ie even undertook to gratify ilic people by foreign 
onquefl^ The Briton?, who had, for near an huo« 
red years, been left in fole pofftf&on of their own 
land, began tofeek the mediation of Rome, to quell 
leir intclTine commotions. The principal m^n, who 
e(ired to fabjed his native cofintry to tl^ Roman do- 
iinion« was ooc Bericus, who, by many arguoients, 
erfuaded tl>e emperor to make a dc:rcent upon the 
G 2 \{i\v,^^ 
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idand, magnifying the advantages that would attend 
the conquefi of it. In porfuance of his advice, 
therefore, Plauttus the Prxtor, was ordered to pafs 
over into Gaul, and make preparations for this great 
expedition. At firft, indeed, his foldiers fcemed 
backward to embark, declaring that they were uowil- 
Hng to make war beyond the limits of the world, for 
fo they judged Britain to be. However, they were 
at laft perfuaded to go, and the Britons, under the 
conduft of their king, Cynobclinus, were fevcral 
times overthrpwn. 

Thcfe fuccefles foon after induced Clau- 
A. D. 46. dius to go into Britain in perfon, upon pn- 
tence that the natives were ftill feditious, 
and had not delivered up fome Roman fugitives, who 
had taken (helier among them. However^ his expc* 
dition rather Teemed calculated for (hew than fervice; 
the time he continued in Britain, which was in all 
but fixteen days, was more taken -up in receiving ho- 
mage, than extending his conqucfls. Great rejoicings 
v/ere made upon his return to Rome : the fenate de- 
creed him a fplendid triumph, triumphal arches were 
eredled in his honour, and annual games inftituted to 
commemorate his vi<5lories. In the mean time the 
war was vigoroufly profecuted by PJautius and his 
^ieutenant Vefpafiau, who, according to Suetonxis, 
fought thirty battles with the enemy, and by that 
means reduced a part of the ifland into the form of a 
Roman province. However, this war broke outafrelh 
under the government of Ollorius, who 
A.D. 51. fucceeded Plautius. The Britons either 
defpiiing him for want of experience, or 
hoping to gain advantages over a perfon newly come 
to command, rofe up in arms, and difclairoed the Ro- 
man power. The Iceni, the Cangi and the Brig&Dtes» 
made a powerful refiftance, though they were at length 
overcome ; but the Silures, or inhabitants of South 
'Wales, Bodcr their king Cara^acus, were the mod 
•formidable opponents the Roman generals bad ever 
■ftrt <acoanurcd. This brave barbarian not only made 
^Bf a gallant 
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t galUnt defence, but often feemed to claim a doubtful 
Titflory. He, with great conJu^ft, removed the feat^f 
utir into the moft inacceflible parts of the country, and 
for nine years kept the Ronrans in continual alarm. 

This general, however, upon the approach of Oilo- 
rius, finding himfelf obliged to come to a decifive en- 
gagement, addreflTed his countrymen with calm refo- 
Jittion ; telling them, that this battle would either 
cf^abliih their liberty, or confirm their f^rvliude : that 
ihcy ought to remember the bravery of their ancellors, 
by whofe valour they were delivered from taxes and 
tributesi and that this was the time to (hew them* 
felves equal to their progenitors. Nothing, however, 
that undifciplincd valour could perform, could avail 
again n the coaduA of xht Roman legions. After an 
obflinate 6ght, the Britons were entirely routed ; the 
vife and daughter of Cara^acus were taken prifoners f 
and he him^lf feeking refuge from Cartifmandua, 
queen of the Brigantes, was treacheroufly delivered 
op to the conquerors. When he was brought to 
Rome, nothing could exceed the curiofjty of the peo* 
pie, to behold a man who had, for fo many years, 
braved the power of iht empire. On his part, he 
teftified no marks of bafe deje<5lion ; but, as he was 
leading through the ftreets, happening to obferve the 
fplendor of every objeft around him ; •* Alas,'' cried 
he, " how is it poffible, that people poflefled of fuch 
•* magnificence at home, coulcj think of envying Ca- 
•« ra^acus an humble cottage in Britain I" When he 
was brought before the emperor, while the other cap- 
tives fued for pity with the moft abject lamentations, 
Cara^acus flood before the tribunal with an intrepid 
air, and feemed rather willing tp accept t)f pardon, 
than meanly folicitous of fuing for it. •* If," ccied 
be, towards the end of his fpeech, ** I had yielded 
•'immediately, and without oppofition, neither my 
** fortune would have been remarkable, nor your glory 
*• memorable: you would have ceafcd to be vidloripus, 
«• and I had been forgotten. If now, therefore, you 
** rpare my life, 1 fllal^ continue a perpetual example 
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" of your clemency '* Claudius had the generefify to 
pardon him, and Odorius was decreed a tiiumph, 
which howercr he did not Jive to en}oy. Though 
the Britons were thus humbled, they were by do 
•*\cans entirely fubdued : feveral new revolts enfued j 
but the natives being weakened by diiTenfioos amongd 
each other, were many times overthrown, and more 
eafily kept under. Thefe trania^ions in Britain con- 
tinued during the whole reign of Claudius: his firfl 
expedition into Britain was in the fecond year of bis 
reign, and the vidlory over CariiAacus in the tenth. 
I have thrown them, howerer, in one point of vieWi 
to avoid interrupting the narrative. 

Claudius, as I have faid, gave, in the beginning of 
his reign, the highcA hopes of an happy continuancej 
but he foon began to Icflen his care for the public, and 
to commit to his favourites all the concerns of the em- 
pire. This weak prince had from his infancy bcefl ia 
a ftate of pupilage ; and now, when called to govern, 
lie was unable to a^, but under the dired^ion of othei^s. 
Men of narrow capacities, and feeble minds, are only 
good or evil, as they happen to fall into the hands of 
rittuous or vicious guides; and, unhappily for him, 
his diredors were, to the lafl degree, abandoned and 
inffemous. The chief of thefe, was his wife, Meffa- 
Una, whofc name is almofi: become a common appel- 
lation to women of abandohed chara^crs. However, 
(he was not lefs remarkable foi- her cruelties than her 
luHs, as by her intrigues (he dcftroycd many of the 
mod illufirious families of Rome. Subordinate to her 
were the emperor's frecdmcn ; Pallas, the treafurer; 
NarcifTuF, the fecretary of ftate ; and Calliftus, the 
maftcr of the re<jueft8. Thefc entirely governed Clau- 
d'us, fo that he was only left the fatigues of ceremony, 
while they were poifeffed of all the power of the flate. 
It would be tedious to enumerate the various cruel- 
ties which thefe infidious advifers obliged the feeble 
ettiperor to commit : thoie againft bis own family will 
foifice. Appius Silanus, a perfon of great merit, who 
yyd btti) TDtrrted to the emper6r's n]Oiher''io-iaw,^ was 
li' put 
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pat to death upon the fuggeflions of Me^Jina. After 
him he (lew both his fans in-law^ Silanus and Ponipey> 
and his two nieces, the Livias, one the daughter of 
Drufus, the other of Germanicus ; and all withonc 
permitting them to plead in their defence, or even 
without aligning any caufe for his difpleafure. Great 
numbets of others fell a facrifice to the jealoufy of 
Meflalina and her minions, v/ho bore fo great a fway 
in the ftate, that all ofiicest dignities and governments, 
were entirely at their difpofal. Every thing was pnt 
to faie ; they took money for pardons and penalties ;. 
and accumulated, by thefe means, fuch yaft furos, 
that the wealth of CrafTua was coofidered as nothing 
ia comparifon. 

One day, the emperor complaining that his exche* 
i|fier was exhaufled, be was ludicroufly told, that it 
might be fufficiently replenifhed, if his two freedmen 
would take him into partner(hip. £till, however, 
duriog fuch immenfe Andes of corruption, he regard- 
ed his favoufitcs wit)i the higheft efteefn, and even 
foUcitcd the feoa^e to grapt them peculiar marks of 
their ^pprobs^tipn. TheTe diforders in the miniflers of 
govccnment dk( not fn^il to produce confpiracies a|^ain(t 
the emperor. Statins Corviquf and Gallus Aiinius 
formed a. confpiracy againft him. Tv/o knights, 
whofe names are not toldos, privately combined to af- 
faffinate him. But the revolt which gave him the 
greated uneafinefs, and which was punifhed with the 
utmoft unrelenting feverity, was that of Camillus, his 
lieutenant governor in Dalmatia* This general, in- 
cited by giany of the principal men of Rome, openly 
rebelled againft him, and aflumed the title of empe- 
ror. Nothing could exceed the terrors of Claudius, 
upon being informed of this revolt : his nature and 
his crimes had difpofed him to be more cowardly than 
the re(l • of mankind ; fo that when Canfillps com- 
manded him by his letters- to relinquifh the empire, 
and retire to a private Ration, he feeme4 inclined to 
obey. However, his fears upon this account were 
fooo removed ; for the legions which hac) declared . 
for Camillas beipg terrified by fpme retnackfil^e prn|i' 
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gits, fliofilv after abandoned hint; fo that the mw 
whom but five days before tbey had acknowledged as 
cmi'cror, they now thought it no infamy to deltroy. 
The cruelty of MefTulina and her minions upon this 
occHilon feerued to have no bounds. They fo <urought 
upon the emiHiror's fears and fufpicions, that num- 
bers were eXecuttd without trial or proof; and Tcarce 
any, even of thofe who were but fuCpedled, efcaptdi 
unlefs by ranfoming their lives with their fortunes. 

Among the numbers that were put to death on this 
occafion, 1 cannot omit mentionmg the pathetic ca- 
tafirophe of Petus and his faithful wife Arria. Ce- 
cina Petus was one of thofe unfortunate men, who 
joined with Camillas againfl the emperor, and who, 
when his aifociate was flain by the army, had endea- 
voured to cfcape into Dalmatia. However, he was 
there apprehended, and put on board a (hip in ordi^r 
to be conveyed to Rome. Arria, who had been Jong 
the partner of his affetfllon and misfortunes, entreated 
his keepers to be taken in the fame veflel wiih her 
hufband. * It is ufual/ (he faid, * to grant a man of 
' his quality a few Haves, to drefs, undrefs, and at- 
' tend him ; I niyfcif will perform all thofe oificei, 

* and fave you the trouble of a more numerous reti* 

• nue.' Her fidelity, howevef, could not prevail. 
She therefore hired a (ifherman's bark, and thus kept 
company with the (hip in which her hufband was con- 
veyed through the voyage. They had an only fon 
equally remarkable fr.r the beauty of his perfon and 
the rc<5liiude of his difpoiition. This youth died at 
the time his father was confined to his bed by a dange- 
rous difordcr. However, the afFe<flionHte Arria con- 
cealed her Ton's death, and in her vilits to her hufband 
teft.fitd no marks of fadnefs. Being a(ked how htr 
fon did, (he replied that he was at refl:, and only left 
■J" **|ifl>aod's chamber to give a vent to her tears. 
When Petus was condemned to die, and tiie orders 

■ ^r'f .**^** ^^ (hould-put an end to his own li^e, Arria 
^IJig^cryart toiofpirehim with refohuion ; and at 
|fio^iag him continue timid and wavciing, (he 
^^jnard, and ftabbing herfelfin his preiencc, 
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prefeDted it to hiniy faying, ** It gives me no pain, 
" my Petus." 

By fuch cruelties as tbefe, the favourites of the em- 
peror endeavoured to eftablifh his a.nd their own au- 
thority : but in order to increafe the neceifity of their 
ailiftance, they laboured to augment the greatnefs of 
kis terrors. He now became a prey to jealoufy and 
difquietude. Being one day in the temple, and find* 
ing a fword that was left there by accident, he con- 
vened the fenate in a fright^ and informed them of his 
danger. After this he never ventured to go to any 
feafl without being furrounded by his guards, nor 
would he fuffer any man to approach him without a 
previous- fearch. Thus^ wholly employed by his anxi* 
cry for feJf-pr^ftrvation, he entirely left, the care of 
the (late to his favourites, who by degrees gav^ him a 
relifh for daughter. From this time he Teemed de-> 
lighted with inflid^ing tortures, and on a certain occa* 
fion continued a whole day at the city 'i*ibur, wait- 
ing for an hangman from Rome, that he might feafl- 
his eyes with an execution in the manner of the anci-- 
cnts. Nor was he lefs regardlefs of the perfons he 
condemncd,.than cruel in the inilidion of their punifh ♦ 
ment. Such was his extreme ftupidity, that he would 
fireqifently, invite thofc to fupper whom he had put to 
death but the day before ; and often denied the having 
given orders., for an execution, but a few hours after 
pronouncing, fentence.. Suetonius aflures us, that 
there werenokfs than .thirty-five fenators, and above 
three hundred knights, executed in his reign ; and that 
fuch was his unconcern in the midft of (laughter, that 
one of his tribunes bringing him an account of a cer- 
tain fenator who was executed, he quite forgot his 
cHence, but calmly acquiefced in his punifhment. 

In this manner was Claudius urged on by Meflalina 
to commit cruelties, which he confidered only as 
wholefome feveritles, while in the mean time fhe put 
no bounds to her enormities. The impunity of her 
pad vices only encreafing her confidence tO commit 
new, her dfibaucheries now became every day more 
G 5 DotorioaS|. 
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ntnerious^ and her lewdneB exceeded what had erer 
beeo feen at Rome. She chofe her par^imoars throngb 
wafitontiefy, and then (acrificed them through caprice. 
She caufed Tome women of the "Brft quality to core^. 
fnit aduhery in the prefence of their huflbandat ^nd 
deflroyed fuch as refufed to comply* After tppear- 
log ibr fome years infatiabie iu her deOres^ the at 
Ienj;th fixed her affedlions upon Caic»s Siliwt ^ moft 
beautifal yootli in Rome. As all her paffioss were 
in extreme^ her lore for rhis young Roman Teemed 
to amoHfit even to madnefs. She obliged him to di- 
Torce his wife Jisaia Syilana, that fhe might entirely 
tx^efs ^hiv^ .to herfelf. She obfiged him to accept of 
immeDft'treafuresy and Taloable prefems, cohabiting 
with him ii> the moft open manner, and treating hinv 
Willi the mofl fhamclds familiarity. Tlie very irope- 
'rial ornaments were transferred to his houle, and the 
emperor*^ fiaTes and attendants had orders to wait up* 
^ the adiAterer. Nothiiqg was wanting to complete 
the infolence df their conduct but their being married 
together, and that was foon after effeAed. They re- 
lied upon the emperor's inftecilfrty for fecurity, ami 
poly waited till he retired to Oftia to put their ili- 
judiged projei^ into execution. In his mence they 
. celebrated their jinptials with all the ceremoniea tad 
i|)len(!or which atten4 the moil coofident fecurhyi. 
Mefiaiina giving a loofe to her paflion, appeared as a 
^a^analian with a thyrfus in her hano.; white €i- 
fius affumed the charat^er of Bacchus, his body being- 
adorned with rdbes imitating ivy, and Ins 'legs cerer* 
ed with butkins. A troop of fingers and dancers at- 
tended, who heightened the revel with the moft laC> 
civious fongs, and the liibft indecent attiHHSet. lo 
the fl^idft oT this riot, one Valens, a bvrf!bon, is (aid 
to harve clinibed a tree ;■ apdi)eing demanded what he 
&w, aiifwtred that 'he perceived a dreadful ftonn*com« 
iqg from Oflia. What this ^llow fpolte at random) 
was a^ually at that time in preparation. It ieeme- 
that fome time before, as thefriendftiipt dfthe^icioo^ 
a/e always of fliort durationt there had ^cenm^uonat 

SbittwccD jMeifaUna aud Natctfl^is, the emperor'a 6rft- 
i . ^tAAsUA<% 
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freedman. This fubtle niinifter, therefore, defired 
obthing more than an opportuDtty of ruining the em- 
prefs, and he jadged this to be a moft favourable oc- 
cafion. He firft ina4e the difcovery, by means of two 
concubines who attended the emperor, who were in* 
i|ru6led to inform him of Meflalin^'s marriage, as the 
news of the day, while Narcjffus himfelf ftepped in to 
confirm their information. Finding that it operated 
upon the emperor's fears as he could wiHi* he refolved 
to alarm him (liJl more by a difcovery of all MelTali* 
na*s proje<fls and attempts. He aggravated the dan* 

Ser, and urged the expediency of ipeedily punifhing 
ie delinquents. Claudius, quite terrified at fo un- 
expected a relation, fuppofed that the enemy was al- 
ready at his gates, and . frequently interrupted his 
freedman, by afring if he was dill roader of the em- 
pire. Being aifured that he yet h;id it in his power to 
continue fo, he refolved to go and puoifli the affront 
offered to his dignity without delay. Nothing could . 
exceed the conflernation of Meffalina and her thought* 
lefs companions, upon being informed that the empe- 
ror was coming ta difturb their feflivity. Every one 
retired in the urmoft' confufiom Silius was taken. 
Meflalina took (hielier in fome gardens formerly be- 
iongiog to Lucullus, but which ftie bad lately feized 
upon, oaving expelled Afi^ticus the true owner, and 
put him to deaths From thence (he (ent Britannicus 
her only-fon by the emperor, with Odlaviaher daugh- 
ter, to intercede for her, and implore bis mercy. She 
foon after followed them herfelf ; but NarcKTus had fo 
fortified the emperor againft her arts, and contrived 
fuch methods of diverting his attention from her de- 
fence, that fhe was obliged to retire in defpair. Nar- 
cifTus being thus far fuccefsful, led Claudius to the 
hou& of the adulterer, there fhewed him the apart* 
ments ador-ned with the ipoils of. his own palace ; 
and then conducting him to the Praetorian camp, re- 
vived his couri^gc by giving him aflurances of the rca- 
dinefs of-the foldieis to defend him. Having thus 
artfully wrought upon his fears and refentment, the 
wretched Silius was cgmmanded to appear^ who mak* 
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ing no defence, was inflantly put to death in the em* 
peror's prefence. Several others /hared the fame fate,, 
but MeAaliaa (lill flattered herfelf with hopes of par- 
don. She refolved to leave neither prayers nor tears 
linattempted to appeafe the^emperor. She fometimes. 
even gave a loofe to her refentroent, and threatened 
her accufers with vengeance. Nor did (he want 
ground fot entertaining the mod favourable expeda- 
tions. Claudius having returned from the executioa 
of her paramoari and having allayed his refentment 
in a banquet, began to relent. He now therefore 
commanded his attendants to apprize that miferable 
creature, meaning MefTalina, of his refolution to hear 
her accufation the next day, and ordered her to be 
in readinefs with her defence. The permiilion to de« 
fend herfelf would have been fatal to NarcifTus^ 
whetefore he rufhed out, and ordered the tribunes 
and centurions who were in readinefs, to exepuie her 
immediately by the emperor's command. Upon their 
arrival at the gardens, where flie (lill continued, the^^ 
found her (Iretched upon the ground, attended by 
her mother Lepida, who exhorted her to prevent her 
punifhment by a voluntary death. But this unfortu- 
nate woman was too much foftened by luxury, to be 
able to face death without terror. Inilead of fortify- 
ing her refolution to meet the blow, (he only gave 
way to tears and unpicied didrefs. At length, taking 
a fword from one of the folHiers, (he put it to her 
bread ; but her fears (lill prolonging the blow, the tri- 
bune ran her through the body, and (6 difpatched her. 
Claudius was immediately informed of her death, in. 
the midd of his banquet ; but this infen(ible idiot 
(hewed not the leaft appearance of emotion. He con- 
tinued at table with his ufual tranquillity, while nei- 
ther the love he bore her, the joy of her accufers, 
nor the forrow of his children, had the Icaft efFeA 
upon his temper. As a proof, however, that this 
proceeded rather from ftupidity than fortitude, the 
d^y folloN^ng, while he was fining at table, he alked 
why Mt(ralina was abfent, as if he had totally foc- 
ie0 k^r crimes and l^er punilhrnent. 
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Claudius being now a widower, declared publicly, 
that as he had hitherto been unfortunate in his mar- 
riages, be would remain fiogle for the future, and chat 
be would be contented to forfeit his life, in cafe he 
broke bis refolution- However, the refolations of 
Claudius were but of (hort continuance. Having been 
accuftomed to live under the controul of women, his 
prefent freedom was become irkfome to him, and he 
V^as entirely unable to live without a dire^or. His 
freedmen therefore perceiving his inclinations, refolved 
to procure him another wife ; and, after fome delibe- 
ration, tfiey 6xed upon Agrippina, the daughter of his 
brother Germanicus. This woman was more pradifed 
in vice than even the former emprefs. Her cruelties 
were more dangerous, as they were directed with 
greater caution : (he had poifoned her former hufband, 
to be at liberty to attend the calls of ambition ; and per- 
fe^iy acquainted with all the infirmities of Claudius, 
only made uie of his power to advance her own. 
However, as the late declaration of Claudius feetped 
to be an obftacle to his marrying again, pet Tons were 
(uborned to move in the fenate» that he (hould be com- 
pelled to take a wife, as a matter of great importance 
to the commonwealth ; and fome more determined 
flatterers' than the reft left the houfe, as with a 
thorough refolution,. that inftant, to condrain him. 
When this decree (by which alfo inceftuous marriages 
were made lawful) paffed in the fenate, Claudius had 
fcarce patience to contain himfelf a day before the 
celebration of his nuptials. However, fuch was the 
deteftation in which the people in general held thefe 
inceftuous matches, that though they were made law- 
ful, yet only one of his tribunes, and one of his fretd- 
men,^ were found bafe enough to follow his example, 

Claudius having now received a new director, fub- 
mitted with more implicit obedience than in any for- 
mer part of his reign. Agrippina's chief aims were 
to gain the fucceflion in favour of her own fon Nero, 
and to fct afide the claims of young Britannicus, fon 
. 10. the emperor and Meflalina. For this purpofe fhe 

married 
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married Nero to the emperor's daughter Odam, a 
fvw days after her own marriage. Not long after this, 
fhe urged the emperor to flrengthen the fucceflion, in 
imicition of his prcdeceifors. b^ making a new- 
adoption, and adviied him to take m herfon Nero, io 
fbme meafure to divide the fatigues of government. 
'I'he fccbie pnnce, who had no difcernment tior ma- 
lice but what were infufed into him, immediately, 
yielded to her perfuafions, and adopted Nero in pre«- 
fcrcnce of his only Ton Britannicus. Her next care 
was to encreafe her-fon*s popularity, by. giving: him 
(^cneca for a tutor. This excellent man, . by^. birth ^^ 
S|uniurd, had been baoifhed imo the ifland of ^Corfica- 
by lljudius, upon the falfe telUmony of Mef&lina,. 
who had accufed him of adultery with JiiHa the em- 
pcioi's nioce. The people loved and admired him 
Kir his genius, but ftill more for his (IriA morality ;. 
und A pat of hij reputation therefore neceflarily de- 
volved to his pupil, l^is fubtle. woman was no Icfs 
atTuf uous in pretending the utmoit aflPe^on for Britan«i 
nicus ; whom, liowever, fhe refolved at a proper time 
10 dtttroy ; but her jealoufy was not confined to his 
child only ; fhe ♦. Ihorily after her acceflion, procured 
the deaths of feveral ladies who had been her rivals in 
the emperor's alfe<^ions. She difpla^ed the captains 
of the guard, and appointed Burrhus to that com- 
mand : a perfon of great military knowledge, and 
flrongly atuchcd to her interefls. From 
U. C. 790. that time, fhe took lefs pains to difguife 
A. D. 5a. her power, and frequently entered the 
Capiiol in a chariot ; a privilege which 
none before were allowed, except of the facerdotal 
order. 

Uk the twelfth year of this monarch's rei^n, fbe 
perfjaaded him to ref^ore hberty to the Rhodtans, of 
which he bad deprived them fome ye^rs before ; ^d 
to remit the tastes of the city Ilium, as hjivinj; been 
the progenitors of :RDme. Her deij^n in this was to 
<ncreale the popularity of Nero, who pleaded the 
capfe<pf bo^b cities with great approbatipn. Thos did 
diii iimbitioas woman take every flep to aggrandize 
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fccr fiWf ind was even contented to become hateful 
berfelf to the public> merely to encreaie his popularity. 
Being one day told by ao adrologer, that he would 
be dnperor, asd yet the caufe of her death ; « Let 
** him kiU me," anfwered flie, ** protided he but 
^ reigot." Qccidat dum imperet. 

Such a very immoderate abufe of her power, ferved 
at Jail to awaken the emperor's fufpicions. Agrippina's 
imperioQS teller began to grow infupporuble to him, 
and he was heard to declare, when heated with wine, 
that hwas his fate to fuffsr the diforders of his.wives, 
and to be their cKecutioner. This exprelfion funk 
deep on her mind, and engaged all her faculties to 
prevent the blow. Her firfi care was to remove Nar- 
ciflitSt whom (he hated upon many accounts, but par- 
ticularly for his attachment to Claudius. Ihis 
minifter, for fome time, oppofed her designs ; bat at 
length thought fit to retire by a voluntary exile into 
Campania. The unhappy emperor, thus exppfed to 
all the machinationf of his infidious confort, Teemed 
entirely regardkfs OiT the dangers that threatened his 
deAro^ion. His aflPeAion for Briunnicus was per* 
cetred -every day to lencreaie, and ferved alfo to en- 
creafe the vigilance of Agrippina, and add flings to 
her jealoofy. She now, therefore, refolved not to 
defer a crime which ihe had meditated a Ipnig while 
before ; namely, that of poifbning her hufband. She 
for fome time, however, debated with herfelf in what 
manner (he fliould adminiOer the poifon ; as (he fear- 
ed too flrong a dofe would difcover her treachery, and 
one too weak might fail of its eiffe^. At length (he 
determined upon a poifon of (incular e(Hcacy to de- 
ftroy^ his intelleAs, and yet not fuddenly to terminate 
his life. As (be had been long converfant in this 
horrid pradlice, (he applied to a woman called LocuHa, 
notorious for adifting on fuch occaHons. The poifon 
was given to the emperor among mu(hrooms, a di(h he 
was particularly fond of. Shortly after having eaten, 
lie dropped down infenGble ;' but this caufed no alarm, 
09 it was ufual with him to (it eating till he had ftupi- 
fied all his faculties^ and was obliged to be carried off 
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to his bed from the table. However, his conftitution 
fecraed to overcome the eflfecfb of the potion, when 
Agrippina rer9l?ed to make furc of him ; wherefore 
(he diredted a wretched phyGcian, who was her crea-^ 
ture, to thrafVa poifoned feather dawn his throat, un- 
der pretence of making him vomit, and. this difpatch* 
ed him. 

The reign of this emperor, feeWe and impotent at 
be was, produced no great calamities in the fhtte, (inco 
Ms cruellies were chitfly levelled at thoCe about bis per* 
fon. The \\i\ of the inhabitants of Rome a^ this time 
amounted to fix millions eight hundred-and fony-foar 
thoufand fouls ; a number equal perhaps to all the 
people of England at this day. In fiich a coocoorfe^ 
it is not to be doubted but every virtue and every vice 
mud come to their higheft pitch of refinement ; and,, 
in fa<ft, the condufl <Jf Seneca feems an inftaoce of the 
former, and that of MefTalina of the latter. However^ 
the general chara^er of the time* was that of corrup- 
tion and luxury ; for wherever there is great fuperfluity 
of wealih, there will alfo be feen a thoufand viciouf 
modes of exhaufting it. The military. fpirit of Rome, 
though much relaxed from its former feverity, ftill' 
continued to awe mankind;: and though during thi» 
reign the world might be juftly faid to be without a 
head, yet the terror of the Roman name aloac kept 
mankind in obedience. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Nero, the Sixth Emperor of Rome. 

UL AUDIUS being deftroycd, Agrij)- 
pina took every precaution to conceal his A. D. 55. 
death from the public, until fhe had fetiled 
ber meafures for fecuring the fuccefHoii. A (Irong 
guard was placed at all the avenues of the palace, 
while fhe amufed the people with various reports ; at 
ooe time giving out that he was Aill alive ; at another, 
that he was recovering. In the mean while, fhe made 
fure of the perfon of youn^ &ritannicus> under a 
pretence of affcdtion for him. Like one over- 
come with the extremity of her grief, (he held the 
child in her arms, calling him the dear image of his 
father, and thus preventing his efcape. She ufed the 
fame precautions with regard to his (ifters, Oflavia 
and Antonia ; and even ordered an entertainment in 
the palace> as if to amufe the emperor. At lad, when 
all things were adjufted, the palace gates were thrown 
open, and Nero, accompanied by Burrbus, preft<5l of 
the Praetorian guards, iflucd to receive the congratu- 
lations of the people and the army. The cohort then 
attending, proclaimed him with the loudeft acclama- 
tions, though not without making fome enquiries after 
Britannicus. He was carried in a chariot to the refl 
of the arroy ; where having made a fpeech proper to 
the occafion, and promifing them a cionation, in the 
manner of his predeceffors, he was declared empetor 
by the army, the fenate and the people. 

Nero's firft care was, to fhew all poffible refpe(5l to 
the deccafed emperor, in order to cover the guilt of 
bis death. His obfequies were performed with a pomp, 
equal to that of Augudus : the young emperor pro- 
nounced his funeral oration, and be W48 canonized 

among 
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among the gods, who fcarce dcferved the name of 
man. The funeral oration, though fpoken by Nero, 
was diawn up by Seneca ; and it was remarked, that 
this was the firil time a Roman emperor needed the 
aifiibnce of another's eloquence. 

Nero, though but fev;:Dteen years of age, began his 
reign with the general approbation of maokini!. As 
he owed the empire to Agrippina^ fo in the beginning 
he fubmitted to her directions with the moft implicit 
obedience. On her part, fbe Teemed refoivtd on go- 
yerning with her natural ferocity, and confidercd her 
pritate animofities as the only rule to guide her ia 
public Juftice. Immediately after the death of CUk* 
dius, (he caufed Silaousi the pro-conful of Afia, to 
be afTaffinated upon very (light fufpicioos, and with* ^ 
out ever acquainting the emperor with her defigQ* 
The next obje^ of her refeotment was Narci(rM8, the 
Ute emperor*! favourite ; a man equally notorious for 
the greatoefs of his wealth, and the nqipber of bis 
crimes. He was obliged to put an end to bis life, by 
Agiippina^s order, although Nero refund his coafenr. 

This bloody outfet would have beeo followed by 
many feverities of the fame nature, had not 6u)cca 
and Durrhus, the emperor*s tutor and general, oppofed* 
Thefe worthy roeni although they owed their rife to 
the emprefs, were above being the inflraments of her 
cruelty. They, therefore, combined together in an 
oppolition, and gaining the young emperor on their 
fide, formed a plan ofpower, at once the mo(t mer- 
ciful and wife. The beginning of this monarch's 
reign, while he continued to a6i by their counfels, has 
always been confidered as a model for fucceeding 
princes to govern by. The famous emperor Trajan 
ufed to fay, ** That for the (irft five years of this 
•* prince, all other governments came (hort of his." 
In faA, the young monarch knew fo well how to con« 
ceal his innate depravity, that his neareA frieods could 
fcarce perceive his vinues to be but afTumed. He ap- 
pearedjull, liberal and humane. When a warrant for 
,|he execution of a criminal was brought him to be 
£jflcd> he was heard to cry out, with feeaiing con- 
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rem, " Would to Heaven that I had never leasoed to 
•• write.*' The fenate, upon a certain occafion^ |jiv» 
iflg him their applaufe, for the regulaiity and juflice 
of his adminiftratioc ; he replied with fingular mo- 
dedy, ** That they (hould defer their thanks till he 
<* had deferred them. " His condefcenfion and affa- 
bility were not lefs than his other virtues ; fo that the 
Romans began to think, that Heaven had fent them a 
prince^ whofe clemency would compenfate for the 
tyranny of hia predeceilors. 

In the mean time, Agrippina, who was excluded 
from any fhare in government, attempted, by every 
poilible method, to maintain tier declining power. 
Perceiving that her fon had fallen in love with a freed 
woman, named Ade, and dreading the influence of a 
concubine, (he tried every art to prevent his growing 
pa/fion. However, in fo corrupt a court, it was no 
difficult matter for the emperor to find other confidants, 
ready to afTiIi him in his wifhes. The gratification 
of his pafTioo, therefore, in this inflance, only ferved 
to encreafe his hatred for the eraprels. Nor was it 
long before he gave evident marks of his difobedience, 
by difplacing Pallas, her chief favourite. It was 
upon this occafion, that fhe firft perceived the total 
declenfion of her authority, which threw her into the 
mod ungovernable fury. In order to giVe terror to 
her rage, ihe proclaimed that Britannicus, the real 
heir to the throne, was dill living, and in a condition 
to receive his father's empire, which was now pofief* 
fed by an ufurper. She threatened to goto the camp, 
and there expofe his bafenefs and her own, invoking 
all the furies to her adidance. Thefe menaces ferved 
to alarm the fufpicions of Nero, who, though appa- 
rently guided by his governors, yet already began to 
give way to his natural depravity. He, therefore, de- 
termined Bpon the death of Britannicus, and contriv* 
ed to have him poifoaed at a public banquet. Agrip- 
pina, however, dill retained her naturaHerocity : fhe 
took every opportunity of obliging and flattering the 
tribunes and centurions ; fhe heaped up treafures with 
^ rapacity beyond her natural avarice ; all her anions 
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fcemcd calculated to raife a fadli.on, and make herfelf 
formidable to the emperor. Whereupon Nero com* 
manded her German guard to be taken from her, and 
obliged her to lodge out of the palace. He alfo for- 
bad particular perfons to vifit her, and went himfelf 
but rarely and ctremonioufly to pay her his refpefts. 
She now, therefore, began to find that, with the em- 
peror's favour, fhe had loft the aiUduity of her friends. 
She was even accufed by Silana of confpirlng againft 
her fon, and of dcfigning to marry Plautius, a pcrfon 
defcended from Auguftus, and of making him emperor. 
A fhoit time after, rallas, her favourite, xogcther with 
Burrhus, were arraigned for a (Irailar offenct, and in- 
tending to fct up Cornelius Sylla. Thefe informati- 
ons being proved void of any foundation, the infor- 
mers were banifhed ; a punilhment which was confi- 
deredy as very inadequate to the greatnefs of the of- 
fence. 

As Nero increafed in years, his crimes Teemed to 
increafe in equal proportion. He now began to find a 
pleafure in running about the city by night, difguifed 
like a (lave. In this vile habit he entered taverns and 
brothels, attended by the lewd minifters of his plea- 
fures, attempting the lives of fuch as oppofed him^and 
frequently endangering his owp. In imitation of the 
emperor's example, numbers of profligate young men 
infeftcd the (Ireets iikewife ; fo that every night the 
city was filled with tumult and difbrder. However, 
the people bore all thcfe levities, which they afcribcd 
to the emperor's youth, with patience, having occafion 
every day to experience his liberality^ and having alfo 
been gratified by the abolition of many of their taxes. 
The provinces alfo were no way affeded by thefe riots 5 
for, except difturbances on the fide of the Parthiaos, 
which were foon fupprcfled, they enjoyed the moft 
perfe<5l tranquillity. 

But thofe fenfualiiies, which, for the firft four years 

of his reign, produced but few diforders, in the fifth 

became alarming. He firft began to tranfgrcfs the 

bounds of decency, by publicly abandoning Odlavia, 

^ispreknl wife> and then by taking Poppeai the wife 
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)f his favourite Otho, a woman more celebrated for 
ber beaaty than her virtues. This was another grating 
^ircumftance to Agripptna, who vainly ufed all her 
intcreft to difgrace Poppea, and rc-inftate herfclf in 
bcr (bn's loft favour. Hiftorians aflert, that fhe even 
cyflered to fatisfy his paffions herfelf, by an inceftuouis 
compliance ; and that, had not Seneca interpofed, the 
foD would have joined in the mother's crime. This, 
bowever, does not feem probable, fince we find Pop- 
pea vidtorious, (bon after, in the contention of inte- 
refts ; and at laft inipelling Nero to patricide, to fa- 
dsfy her revenge. She began her arts by urging him 
to divorce his prefent wife, .and marry her : (he re- 
proached him as a pupil, who wanted not only power 
over others, but liberty to dire A himfeJf. She infi- 
naated the dangerous deiigns of Agiippina, and, by 
degrees, accuftomed his mind to refledl upon parricide 
without horror. His cruelties againft his mother be- 
gan rather by feveral circumftances of petty malice, 
than by any downright injury. He encouraged feveral 
perfons to teaze her with litigious fuiis ; he employed 
ibme of the meaneft of the people to fing fatirical 
fongs againft her, under her windows At laft, find- 
ing thele inefFciflual, in breaking her fpirit, he refolv- 
cd on putting her to death. His firft attempt was by 
poifon, but this, though twice repeated, proved rn- 
efFe<5lual, as fhe had fortified* her conftitution againft 
it by antidotes. This failing, a (hip was contrived in 
fo artificial a manner, as to fall to pieces in the water, 
on board of which (he was invited to fail to thecoafts 
of Calabria. However, this plot was as incffeiSlual 
SA the former : the mariners nOt being all apprized of 
the fecrct, difturbed each other's operations ; fo that 
the ft)ip not finking as readily as was expe<5led, Agrip- 
.pina found means to continue fwimming, till ftie was 
taken up by fome trading veflel paffing that way. 
Nero now finding that all his machinations were dif- 
covered, refolved to throw off the ma(k, and put her 
openly to death, without further delay. He there- 
fore caufed a report to be fprcad, that fht had con- 
fpiied againft him, and a poignard was dropped at his 
feet by one, who pretended a comit\au4 iiom K%x\y 
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pina to afTaffinate him. Tn confequence of this, he ap- 
plied to his governors Seneca and Burrhus, for their 
advice how to ad, and their affiftance in ridding him 
of his fears. Things were now come to fuch a crifis, 
that no middle way could be taken ; and either Nero 
or Ajrippiaa was to fall. Seneca, therefore, kept a 
profound iilence; while Burrhus, with more refblntion, 
refufed to be the perpetrator of fo great a crime, al- 
leging, that the army was entirely devoted to all the 
defcendants of Csefar, and would never be bronghtta 
imbrue their hands in the Mood of any of his family. 
In this embarrafTment, Anicetus, the contriver of the 
fhip above-mentioned, offered his fervices, which Nero 
accepted with the greatefl joy^ crying oot, ** That 
" then was the firft moment he ever found himfelf ai 
•* emperor.'* This freedman, therefore, taking with 
him a body of foldiers, furrounded the houfe of 
Agrippina, and then forced open the doors. He neict 
feized upon every flavethat he met, until he came 
near the chamber where Agrippina lay. In the mean 
time, Agrippina, who drove to conceal her confciouf- 
rcfs of Nero's defigns, continued anxiouflv expelling 
the return of a mtffenger, whom fhe had /ent with an 
account of her efcape. However, perceiving a fudden 
flillnefs without, among the crowds that had, but t 
few moments before, been loud in their congratula- 
tions, (he aiked the caufe, and demanded of the (lave 
who attended her, if her emi/Tary were returned. 
While fhe yet continued fpeaking, the flave difappear- 
cd, and Anicetus entered the apartment, accompanied 
by two foldiers, in whofe looks fhe read her fate. She 
ftilJ, however, prefer ved prtfence of mind fufficient to 
afk the caufe of their coming. " If," cried (lie, " yon 
** come to enquire after my health, you may inform 
" the emperor that 1 am better ; but if you come with 
** any worfe intention, you alone, and not my fon, muft 
" be guilty.' To this the executioners made no rej^ly, 
but one of them dafhed his club at her head, 5X^fch, 
however, did not difpatch her. Now therefore, find- 
ing that fhe was to expeft no mercy, and feeing Aui- 
fpus drsLW his fword to (lab her, ^w \.TeGsated her bo- 
tL cry'mp out, •• Strike here, ?ox xWx'i ^X^ot ^«^^ 
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** birth to a monfter.'* The executioners having dif- 
patched her, with feveral wounds, left her dead on the 
couch, and went to inform Nero of what they had 
done. Some hiftorians fay, that Nero came imme- 
diately to Tiew the body ; that he continued to. gaze 
!ipon it with pleafure, commending fome parts, and 
difpraifif)j| others ; and ending his horrid fiKvey by 
coolly obienrtng, that he never thought his mother 
had been fo handfome. However this be, be vindi* 
cared his condud next day to the fenate, who not 
only excufed, but applauded his impiety. 

All the bounds of virtue being thus broken down^ 
Nero now gave a loole to his appetites, that were not 
only fordid but inhuman. There feemcfi an odd con- 
trail in hts difpofition ; for Avhile he pra<5lifed cruelties^ 
which were fuflicient to make the mind fhudder with 
horror^ he was fond of thofe amufing arts that foftea 
and refine the heart. He was particularly aJdidled, 
even from childhood, to mufic, and not totally igno« 
rant of poetry. But chariot-driving was his favourite 
purfuit. He never miffed the circus, when chariot 
races were to be exhibited there ; appearing at firft 
pvivately, and foon after publicly ; till, at lad, his 
paiKon encreafing by indulgence, he was not content 
with being merely a fpc^ator, but refolvcd to become 
one of the princi|>al performers. His governors, how- 
ever, did all in their power to reftrain this pervert- 
ed ambition ; but finding him refolute, they enclofed 
a (pace of ground in the valley of the Vatican, where 
he firfl exhibited only to fome chofen fpedlators, but 
fhonly after invited the whole town. The praifes of 
his flattering fubje^s only fHmulated him ftili more to 
thefe unbecoming pcrfuits ; fo that he now refolved 
to affome a new chara<5ter, and to appear as a finger 
upon the flage. 

His paflion for mufic, as was obferved, was no lefs 
nat^iral to him than the former ; but as it was lefs man- 
ly, fo he endeavoured to defend it by the example of 
fome of the moft celebrated men, who pradlifed it with 
the fame fondnefs. He had been inflru<fled in the prin- 
ciples of this art from his childhood*, and a^cv hi&^d« 
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Tancement to the empire, he had put himfelf under 
the mod celebrated maders. He patiently fubmitted 
to their inihudlions» and ufed all thofe methods which 
fingers pradlife, either to mend the Toice, or improve 
its volubility. Yet, notwithdanding all his affiduity, 
his voice was but a wretched one» being both feeble 
and unpleafant. However, he was refblved to produce 
it to the public, fuch as it was ; for flattery, he knew, 
would fupply every deficiency. His firft public ap- 
pearance was at games of his own inftitution, called 
Juveniles ; where he advanced upon the (lage, tuning 
his inflrumeot to his voice, with great appearance m 
(kill. A groupe of tribunes and centurions attended 
behind him ; while his old governor, Burrhusi flood 
by his hopeful pupil, with indignation in his counte- 
nance, and praifcs in his lips. 

i-le was deOrous alfo of becoming a poet, but, he 
was unwilling to undergo the pain of (ludy, whioha 
proficiency in that art requires ; he wasdefirous ofbe- 
inp a poet ready made. For this purpofe, he got to- 
gether feverai j)erfons, who were confidered as great 
wits at court, though but very little known as fuch to 
the public, 'i heie attended him with verfes which 
they had compofed at home, or which they blabbed 
out cxtemporancoufly ; and the whole of thtir com* 
pofitions being tacked together, by his dire^ion, was 
called a poem. Nor was he without his philofopheis 
alfu ; he took a pleafure in hearing their debates after 
fujper, but he lieard them merely. for his amufement. 

Funiiihcd with fuch talents as thefe, for giving 
I Icafure, he was refolved to make the tour of his em- 
I'iie, and give the mod public difplay of his abiliiiei 
V. I;crev'jr he came. 1 he pla(?e of his 6rft exhibition, 
i:i>on leaving Rome, was at Naples. The crowds 
iliv^re wt-re fo great, and the curiolity of the people fo 
earr.cil in hearing him, that they did not perceive an 
earthquake that happened while he was iinging. His 
defire of gaining the fuperioiity over the other ai5tori 
was truly ridiculous : he madeintered with his judges, 
reviled his competitors, formed ]>rivate fa(5liX)ns to 
Juppon him, all in iinitaiioa of thofe who got their 
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liveKhood vpoD the ftage. While he continaed to 
perfbrm, no man wat permitted to depart from the 
theatre, npoiv any pretence whatfoever. Some were 
fo fatigaed with hearing him, that they leaped private* 
ly from the walls, or pretended to fall into fainting 
ms, 10 order to be carried oat. Nay, it is faid, that 
feTeral women were delivered in tlie theatre. SoIdi« 
ert were placed in fevertl parts to obferre the looks 
and gedures of the fpedators, either to dire<5l them 
where to point their applause, or retrain their difplea- 
forc. An old fenator, named Vefpadan, happening 
to fall afleep upon one of thefe occaiionSy very narw 
rowly efcaped with his lifie. 

After being fatigued with the praifes of his coun- 
trymen, Nero refolvcd upon going over into Greece, 
to receive new theatrical honours. T he occalon was 
this. The cities of Greece had made a law to fend 
l^im the mudcal crowns from all the games , Rnd de- 
puties were accordingly difpatched with this (to him) 
important embaiTy. As he one day entertained them 
<it his table, in the mo(i fumptuous manner, and con* 
Terfed with them with the utmoft familiarity, they 
entreated to hear him (ing. Upon his complying, 
the artful Greeks knew how to fatisfy his vanity, by 
the exaggeration of their praife. They tedified all 
the nurks of ecftacy and rapture. Applaufes fo warni^ 
were peculiarly plealing to Nero : he could not re- 
frain from crying out. That the Greeks alone were 
worthy to hear him ; and accordingly prepared with- 
out delay, to go into Greece, where he fpcni the whole 
year enfuing. In this journey, his retinue refembkd 
an army in number ; but it was only corapofed of 
fingers, dancers, tailors and other attendants upon 
the theatre. He paffcd over all Greece and exhibit- 
ed at all their games, which he ordered to be celebrat- 
ed in one year. At the Olympic games he refolved to 
(hew the. people fomething extraordinary ; wherefore 
he drove a chariot with ten horfcs : but he fucceeded 
moft wretchedly ; for being unable to fuftain the vi(^ 
fence of the motion, he was thrown from his fe;u. 
The fpeflators, however, gave bim their ui\dtt\wv<i>i% 

Vol. if. li ii^S^xult^ 
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afspl«o&, $<$id h« WM crowned as cdn y wir. In iW 
^! lYKMner he obtained the priae 9t tW Ifthrnkm,. P3ffii*- 

I aas «iT# Nemeart gMihe». The Greekft were noi ^-^ 

3 inf of their crowns ; h< obta'med eigi«te>ni> biM<k«4of 

^ tb^Mv An anfortirmite Ungtv happened t» of^pofeMn 

^^ o» Mia of ttvefe occafiona, aild eserted M thei p«Mrer^ 

I. of Ms art, whwh, iv appeorsv was pfodfgto«i!». B«C 

^ lie linmB vo Ifanre b&eii a better fniger than » poltii^iaa^ 

n[ for Nero orderted hini' to^ be ktlkd 9tt tlit ifK>ir. UfKKt 

' hia return from- Greece^ he emered Napka* thvoi^ 

f a breach in the walla of the cixji as; w^s eudomary 

) vnxh thofe wh« were conquerons in the Oljum^ia 

j^ games. But alt the fplehdoir oS hts: rctKiffiv was re- 

L fcrted fo* his entry into Rome. There be appeared 

^ feared in the chark>t of Au^tt^o^^ drtiTed tji robea el 

^ purple^ asd crowned wkh wild oHve^ which was tba- 

I Olympic garlarrd. He bore in hi^ h«nd the Pythiaa 

^ crown, and had eighteen hundred more carried before! 

f him. Beiide hin> fac one Diodorvs^ a: mtiftciany and 

I behind him followed a bafld of fingers ar namereas as- 

\ a l«giolav who fung in honour 6f bi^ vi^oriet. Th«> 

I fmac^y the hnights- and the people atceAdod* tbi» pne- 

I rile pageant, filing the air with thetp aadamcitioiis. 

The whole city was iUuminated*, every ftj-eet fmoak* 
ed with incenfe; whererer he pafTed- vi^iims war€* 
I (lain ; the pavements were ftrew^d with faiKroit>. while- 

gaHandte of Dowers, ribbons*, fowis and paftie^ {(wrt f<^ 
we are told), were ftiowtred- down upon- him- from- the? 
i windows as he paAed alon^g. So niany^ honeura only 

indttmed' his defires of acquiring new ; he ao hift b^ 
gan to-takelefl^Oft»i*> wreftling, willing: to iniitftte-Her- 
GQ<ies in {trengtb^ as he had rivalled ApoHo ina^vityi 
' He alf^ caufed a lion of pafteboard to be made wiill* 

great art, againft which he undauntedly appeared la- 
th^ theatre, and ftfuofc it down with the biow of hia 
club. 

But it had been happy for manlcind> hstd h^ coo- 
fined- himfclf to thefe puetiJiiies, and^ contented with 
_ being contemptible, had not fought to beeomc fiarmi- 
^V^^able alfo. His cruelties even our did al^ his other 
^pn-aFagancicSi A cotn^lext lift of thefe would ex? 
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C€e<i>Iie VwHk^ of (be prefent Work,* ftnd wmiM pre' 
fesi lh« reader wirtli an hidccm's repetrtiofi of fofpict* 
ofi» without caufe» and puniftimentr tfrthoot nVercy* 
Sooil after the death of A^ppina, he ordered Do* 
nrnil hn aant to he poiibtied. Some fay that Btnrrhin-, 
wl»«li6d ftiortl/ after » was ferred m tli^ fame man- 
ner. RebtHia» Plaocm^ together whh P4U 
lt»# ^^ppina'i favourhe^ werd aboot Mi A, D. 
tirte put lo death, the former for being df 65. 
tlw CafartBiift famHy', tJyC latter for being 
•ioh. Odlavtft hia vr'tft was divot'ceti, and Tike wife 
P« to death ; and Popp*a rrwtde eimprcfs rn her platie. 
^lla aiid'' Torciuatos Sylhinus, with msmy others, 
wjerfell by the exiecuttoner, or gave thcrtfelrei s 
▼•fcifttttry fk'ath^ 

He feenf>e4 even (Kid 1 611 f? of fmriin^p om pIcaGires 

'tt'WeH as crimes agairrfi na\ure. B,rn|» attired iVi rtitf 

Wwof a woman, artd covered tviih ycHow veil Jilce 

* brWe, he' wis w^dddd to one of his abomhiable 

c^njjjaAions daHedPytha|»ora?, ihd again to hrs frced- 

'^Jla Doryphorurf; On the other hand, that he might 

^ Cfety way dcteflabley he bc'catne the hufband of 8 

yWth mimed' Sporu^ !i*hom he- had* prevroufly dc* 

P*^ad of the nmrksof iirilhy. With tlifs prcpofte- 

'^Hi^ bride,, dcdked'otit in a!l vnt or'nainentff o4 an dm- 

prcftv he went to all public pfaides : they always rt)de 

^^gfthcV in- his chariotv aVid he fcrcrpfednot tti tmfct 

hirh ais a worhany in the fight 0^ the* wopndering mtiN 

tittide. However, though he efcapcd tliefir ^nger, he* 

did- not f^H- to intar their tiidicu^e. It Mfits obffiricd 

^)oA &tic of thcfe occafions*. i\nt the" ^iro.M had been 

happy if tHe etIipcJror's father had Betn iwirritfd" only 

td luchf a- fpoufe. But fit Kttlfe regarded witat t^ie 

wifer part of mabk^n^ tf>ot>ght of Wm. Hfc WW 

oftbn- heai;d to obferve that he Had rtther be Itardt' 

thafil loVed; When one happened to fay in hty pre-' 

fence, Tbbr the wori(i mi^ht be bwrned wheti he W»' 

dead-r ♦• Nay," rqrlifcd Nero; •* let it be bbrVit while 

«* I am alive." lii fi&y a- grejtt p*rt of the city of 

Rome M^as confortied" by ftre flidrtly tffitr ; «ild moft 

hiftoriafif afcribe the conflagration to Mift« It is fatdr 
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that he (lood upon an high tower, dating the contina- 
aoce of the flames, enjoying the fight, and repeating, 
in a player's habit, and m a theatrical manner. Tome 
verfes upon the .ieftruftion of Troy As a proof of 
his guilt upon this occafion, none 'were permitted to 
lend dnj aillfhnce towari^s cxrin|»ttifhing the flames; 
and fevcral perfons were lecn fenirg fire to the houfes, 
alleging, that they had orders for lb doing However 
this be, the ernpcror ufed etery art to throw the 
odium of fo detc(i;ibk an aAion from hirofelf, and to 
fix it upon the • hridiaos, who were at that time 
gaining ground in Rome. Nothing could be more 
dreadful than the periccuiion raifr-d ag^inff them up* . 
on this falfe accufation Some were covered with the 
flcins of wild btaffs and In tha» »igure devoured by 
dogs. Some were crucifird, and others burned alive. 
*' When the day wa« not fbflicitnt for their tortures, 
•• the flames in wh;ch ih y penfhed," fay? Tacitos, 
** ferved to illuminate the night;'* while Nero, drefl"- 
cd in the habit of a charioteer, regaled himfjf with 
their tortures from his gardens, and entertained the 
people at one time with their fufferings, at another with 
the games of the circus. In this perfecution, St. 
Paul was bt headed, anH St. Peter was crucified with 
his head downwards, wh<ch death he chofe, as being 
more diihonourabie than fh'tt of his divine mafler. 
The inhuman monffer, confcious of being fufpedlcd 
of burning the city, in order to free himfelf from the 
fcandal, took great care to rc-edify it with even grea- 
ter beauty than before. But he let no bounds to the 
magnificen-e with which his own palace, which had 
fhared in the conflagration, was rebuilt. It now re- 
ceived the name of the golden palace, from the rich 
ruaterials of which it was compofed, as all xhe apart- 
ments were adorned with the riche/l metals, and the 
mod precious jewels I he principal hall was circular, 
and the cieling moveable, and went round in imita- 
tioo of the heavenly motions. The extent of the pa* 
lace was not lefs amazing than its beauty. It was Co 
large as to contain within its walls, lakes, parks, and 
i^fiaeyardi* The entrance was (^^c\o\3i% enough to re- 
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and twenty feet high. In (hort, nothing; either be- 
fore or fince, ever equalled the ma^i&ccnce or rich- 
nef^ of this (Irudlure. Nero, however^ when it was 
. finifhed, only faid coolly, that he was now lodged 
like a man. But he did not fee m to regard the extor- 
tions and exadlions in all the provinces, which were 
made to fupport this ilile of expence. The oppref* 
. £on and miiery of mankind feemed to be his pleafure* 
and he was every day contented to feafl upon the de« 
iblation of a province, at a fingle meal. 

Hitherto, however, the citizens of Rome feemed 
comparatively exempted from cruelties, which chief- 
ly fell upon Arangers, and his neareft connexions. A 
confpiracy formed againfl him by Pifo, a man of great 
power apd integrity, which was prematurely difco- 
vered,. opened a new train of fufpicioos that deflroy- 
ed many of the principal families in Rome. This 
confpiracy, in which feveral of the chief men of the 
citv were concerned, was fird difcovered by the in- 
di^reet zeal of a woman named Epicharis, who, by 
fome means now unknown, had been Jed inta the 
plot, which ihe revealed to VoJuGus, a tribune, in 
order to prevail upon him to be an accomplice. Vo- 
kifius, inftead of coming into her defign, went and 
difcovered what he had learnt to Nero, who immedi- 
ately put Epicharis in prifon. Soon after a freedman 
belonging^to Scffnias, one of the accompHcesi made 
a farther difcovery. The coofpirators were examined 
apart, and as their teftimonies differed, they were 
put to the torture. Natalis was the firfl who made a 
confeilion of bis own guilt, and that of many others. 
Scsvinius gave a lid of the confpirators flill more 
ample. Lucan, the poet, was amongd the number, 
and he, like the reU, in order to fave himfelf, (lili 
farther enlarged the catalogue, naming among others 
Attilia, his own mother. Epicharis was now, there- 
fore, again called upon and put to the torture ; but her 
fortitude was proof againfl all the tyrant's cruelty ; 
neither fcourging, nor burnings, nor all the malicious 
methods ufed by the executioners, could extort the 
fmalleft confcffion. She was therefore remanded to 
pnfoD, with Of den to hare her toriutw ittie.vit^^'t 
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day foUowiAg. In the mean ttmri fte Aond an op- 
portunity of ftraj)gilng herfeif ivitll her haod kerchief 
by hanging u againd the back of her chair, ft need 
fciircely be afred, whether {he reil of tbe confpirators 
were put to death under fuch a priDCe as HerOf whoTe 
daily cuflom was to condenoo even the iimoceBt. FiCo, 
Latcranus, Fennius Rufus, Bubrjus Flavius, Sylpi- 
cius A^per, Veflinas the confyl, ^nd DumberieTs 
others, w/sre all executed without mercy, i^ut the 
two moll remarkable perfbnages who M\ on this ec- 
cafion were Seneca the phiiofopher, and Lucan the 
poet, who was his nephew. It is not certainly kpowa, 
whether Seneca was really concerned in this opnfpi- 
racy or not. This great man had for fonac time per* 
ceived the outrageous conduil of his pupil, and find* 
ing himfelf incapable of conrrouiing his favage dif^K)- 
fition, had reiijed from court inio' folitudc and pri- 
»licy. However, his retreat did not now proteft 
him ; for Nero, either having real teflimony ag-^iod 
him, or elfe hating him for his virtues, fent a tribttpe 
informing him, that he was fufpe^Sted as an accom- 
plice. The tribune found the phiiofopher at uhje 
with Paulina his wife, and informing him ot his bud- 
nefs, Seneca replied without any emptipa, that his 
wei^re depended upon t)0 man j that he had never 
been aceuRomed to indulge the errors of the emperor, 
and would not do it nowi When thi^ apfwer was 
brought back to Nero, he demanded whether Seneca 
fcemed afraid to die ? The tribune replying that he 
did not appear in the leaft terrified ; ^^ l^en ge to 
*< him again,'- cried the emperor, '• and giv€ him my 
w ordtrs to &.^.'* '1 his tribune was himfelf one of 
ihe conlpirator^ ; fo that inUead of immediately re- 
turning, he went to vtk the opinion of Fennius Rufus, 
his commander, whether he mould obey. Upon Pen- 
■iua's advifing him to it, he fent a centurion to Se- 
neca, fignifying that It was the emperor's pleafure that 
be fhould die. Upon receiving this fatal cpmmand, 
Seneca feemed no way difcompofed, but called for 

\his will, in order to make fbmc additions tq i^ in fa- 
TOtir of /bme friends that wcrt xV\eT> niah him. This 
lifoar, however, the ctTituuorv tt5\i^^<\ vo ^\^\Vvi&\ 
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upon wl)i(4i Senear mrmug to Ihs fnendi, << Since 
** ifccfi,** cried fce, *• I am n«t pennitted to fcave you 
** any other marks of tny aH^idtion, at lead, I ie.\v€ 
<^ yoci one legacy in^tc preci^as than aJi the red, my 
••«atop*e.*' Theft «:<Miilbrtuig tbctr diftrWTep, and 
embr«dng h\h wife* tile memory of her pad affe^ion 
fetmtdXc Avek fcim Utb tear*. However, no way un- 
miBdful of li{« coaftancy, lit endeavoured to confohs 
her for hit SoTsi tfid exhort ker to a life ef per(ever- 
ing Tifttte. But fhe feemed rcfolved oa not furvivitig 
him, and prefl^ her requed to die with hira fo ear- 
neftly, that Seneca, who had long looked upon death 
as a bene6t, at lad gate his eonfent, and the Feins of 
both their arms were opened at the fame time. Aft 
tieneta was oid» and much enfeebled by the audecr- 
ties of his life, the blood flowed but flowly, fo that 
he caufed the veins of his legs and thighs to be open- 
ed alfo. His pains were Jong and violent, but they 
were not capable of reprelling hi) fortitude or his elo- 
quence. He dictated a difcourfe to two fecretaries> 
which was read with great avidity after his death by 
the people, but Which has fince perifbed in the wreck 
of time, Hi» agonies being now drawn out 10 a great 
lengthy he at laA demanded poifon from his phyfician ; 
but this alfo failed of its effedb, his body being al- 
ready exhaufted, and ineapal^le of exciting its opera- 
tion. He wa^ from this earned into a Warm bath, 
\i^hici) only ferved to prolong hie end ; at length, 
therefore, he was put into a dry dove, the Vapour of 
which quickly difpatched him. In the mean time, his 
wife Paulina, having fallen into a fwoon with the lofs 
of ^lood, had her arms bound up by her domedic^, 
and by this means furvived her hulband f&r fome years, 
but by her condu($\ during the red of her life, flie feem- 
cd always mindful of her own love and his example. 

The death of Lucaii was not Icfi rema'kable. 
The veins of his arms being opened, after he had lod 
a great quantity of blood, perceiving his hands and 
legs already dead, while the rital {latts did continued 
warm and vigoious, he called to i»iad adcfcription 
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in his own poem of Pharfaliai of a perfbn dying ia 
fimilar circumftances, and expired while he was re- 
peating that beautiful pafTage*. 

In this manner was the whole city filled with 
flaughter, and frightful inftances of treachery. No 
niafter was fecure from the vengeance of his Ilavety 
nor even parents from the bafer attempts of their chil- 
dren. Not only throughout Rotne, but the whole 
•country roand, bodies of foldiers were feen in purfuit 
of the fnfpeaed and the guilty. Whole crowds of 
wretches, loaded with chains, were led every day to 
the gates of the palace, to wait their fentence from 
the tyrant's own lips. He always prefided at the tor- 
ture in perfon, attended by Tigellinus, captain of the 
guard, who, from being the mod abandoned roan in 
Rome, was now become his ptincipal roinifler and 
favourite. 

Nor were the Ronfian provinces in a better fiteatioD 
tlian the capital city. The example of the tyrant 
feemed to influence his governors, who gave inliances 
not only of their rapacity, but their cruelty, in every 
part of the empire In the feventh year of his reigo» 
the Britons revolted under the conduit of their queen 
Boadicea. Paulinus, the Roman general, being at 
that time employed with part of the legions in expel* 
ling the Druids from th^ ifleof AngUfi?y ; his liefite| 
nants in his^ abfence committed fuch barbarities as 
were intolerable to the inhabitants. Boadicea, queea 
of the Tceni, was treated with peculiar indignity, \>t» 
ing condemned to be fcourged, and her daughters de- 
flowered by the foldiery. In revenge, therefore, at 
the head of a numerous army, (he fell upon the Ro- 
mans, wherever they were unprovided, took their cat 



-Nee, ficut vulnere, fanguis 



Emicuit ientus. Ruptis cadit undique venis* 
. . Pars ultima trunci 

Tradidit in lethum vacuos viialibusartus ; 
At tumidos qua pulmo jacei, qua vilcera fervent» 
Hsefi^runt ibi fata diu : luiSlataque multdm 
Hie cum partCy vu\ ^*\k otamiivckctabra tulSront. 
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tics, deftroyed the chief feats of their power at Lon- 
don aod Verulam . and (b great was her fury, that fe- 
Tenty thouiand Romans perifhed in this revolt. But 
the Roman general fpon after revenged his country- 
men by, a great and decifive battle, in which eighty 
tboufand Britons are faid to have perifhed ; and Boa* 
dicea herfelf, rathei than fall into the hands of the 
enraged victor, pat an end to her life by poifbn. By 
this remarkable defeat, the Britons ever after, during 
the continuance of the Romans amongll them, lofl. 
toot only all hopes, but even all deiire of freedom. . 

A- War alfo was carried on againfl the Partbians,- 
for the greatefl part of this reign; vCondu6led by Cor- 
bulo ; who,, after many fucceffes, -had difpofFcfled Ti^ 
ridates, and fettled Tigranes in Armenia in his room. 
Tiridates, however, was foon after rcftored by an in- 
vafion of the Partbians into that country ; but being 
once more oppofed by Corbulo, the Romans and Par- 
tbians came to an agreement, that Tiridates ihould 
continue to govern Armenia, upon condiuoo that he 
fhduld lay down his crown at the feet of the emperor's 
ftatue, and receive it as coming,from him; all which 
he fliortly after performed.: A ceremony, houever, 
vrhich Nero defired to have repeated to his perfon ; 
wherefore, by letters and promifes, he invited Tiri- 
dates to Kome, granting^ him the mofl magnificent 
fbppiies for his journey: Nero attended hrs arrival 
^ith very fumpiuous preparations. He received him 
feated on a throne, accompanied by the fenate (landing 
round him, and the whole army drawn out with all 
imaginable (plendon 1 iridates afcended the throne 
with great reverence, and approaching the emperor, . 
fell down at his feet, and in the moil abje(5l terms ac- 
knowledged himfelf his flave. Nero railed him up, 
telling him with equal arrogance, that he did well, 
and that by his fubmifllon he had gained a kingdom 
which his ancettors could never acquire by their arms. . 
He then placed the crown on his head, and, after the 
mod collly ceremonies and enterrainments, he wag 
fent back to Armenia with incredible fums of money 
10 defray the expences of his return.. 
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In the twelfth year of ih.i^ emperor's t^ign, the 
Jevfs alfo revoked, h^viijg been fcycfely o^pr^c4 b/ 
the Ronua go,verhors. It is (^^4 ^hat Florins,, io pajC? 
ticvlar, was arrived at that degree of tyranny, tba; by 
public procl4m4tion he gave perrnKfion to pliyideir x}}^ 
country, provided he rcceijVcd half the fp^il- Thjpfe 
opprcffioqs dre^ fiich a traip of calamities. after them, 
that the fufferings of all other nations were Qi^ht ia 
coraparifbn to what this devoted people afterw^ro^ et>- 
dured. I fhall mention them mpre at length i,q, (hq 
reign of "Vtipafian, in which, as Clirift had pf.ophe- 
ficd, they camp to a compiaiop. 

In the mean time> Nero pwjceeded in his cruchiet 
at Rom^, with unabated feverity. ^ufiuis Qril^.inu!^ 
and Anni^us McHa, tJie brother of Senecj), ^crc d*" 
Itroyed upon flight fufpicipp^. Tli.e ^ffvh> 
A.U". 817. of Peironius about this, time,, is tfto re- 
A. D. 66. martable to be pafl%d over in filence. Thii 
p<;rfqn, whom many modern hiljpriai?^ 
fuppofe to be the ^uthpr of a worJ^ of np grf%t rpe-\ 
rify intitAiled S;\tyric9n, which is dill r<ni,ainVr)g,, y^^9k 
an epicurean, both in principle a/id pra^Jjc^. Ia &« 
luxurious a court as that of Nero, he v{ji%. P.^fticvilj^- 
ly. note^ for his refinements in luxur^r. ti^ \ni^ bj 
no means a lo\^^ fenfual debauchee, but chiefly rctnari* 
able for gw'wQ, the mod Qadied attempt^ in^ ^i^, s^dt 
air qf the mod elegant CmpHcity. NprQ Ka^ clypf^ 
him among the. member, of his dependapts^, as, ih« af- 
bjtcr of his^ pleafurjgs^ ain oSpe whicK Tig^llia^ r,c.« 
folved to enjoy fblely to himfelf, and therofqrcrcTplKr 
ed upon his cteftru^ion. Hq was accpjed ac^onfjn^Ijt 
of being privy, to Pifo's cpnfpiracy, a^d cocnmiucdl tc^ 
prifon. Fetronjus could not endiKC the ^psijetj of. 
fufpenfe, wherefore he refolved upon putting hing^i^^I^ 
to d^ath ; wlvch he perforjned.in a 9)a^sr. cntjrqly 
fitnilar to that in which he ^ad live4* He 0|>j;ocd 
his veins, and then clofed them as h.Q thQu^i If^^ 
painfol, with the utmod chearfuinels.and trapogjility. 
He conve;rfed wjth liis friends^ not upon n)fi>unxi Q^ 
philofophy, or grave (ubje^ls, bu^t iy)on. fujch tOpic9/ 
^ had ainufed his ga^ttj^^^d^v YU V\![\jLti!td while 
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thmf recited the Hghtcft poems : and by noaftion, to 
word, nor circumftance, (hewed the perplexity of a 
dying pcrfon. Shortly after him, Nbmicius Thermus 
waf put to death, as Hkewife Barea Soranus, andPe- 
tus Thtafea. The destroying the two hi\, Ttciios 
calls an attack uporiTirtuc ?tfeTf. Thrafea died in the 
midl\ of his friends and philofophers, converfiflg and 
reafoning on the naivjre of the fouK His wife, who 
was the daughter of tfhe celebrawd Arbi, was defi- 
roua of following. her maJher s example, but he dif- 
fuaded her from it; '1 he death of the valiant Coi*- 
bulo, who had gained Nero fo many vi^ories over 
the Parthians, foUowcd next.^ Nor did the emprefs 
Ptppaea herfclf efcape, whom 110 a fit of anger, he 
kicktd when fhe was pregnant, by which* fke mifcar- 
ritdiand died At length , human nuturegrew wea- 
ry of bearing her perfecutor, and the whofe world 
fecmed to roufe, asif by common coni'ent, tortd the. 
earth of- a monfter* 

The iobred dillempcrs' of th^ empire, which had 
been contra^ed qrider the detefVable government of 
four fiicceediii§ princes, now began to difeover tlierfi- 
feives in; their. ftirioUs cfFe'<^:rf, arid there appeared a. 
general revolution i*n aHthe provinces* 

The firft appeared in GhuIj under J^liu* Vi»de^x,, 
who cOmmaoded the leoions there, and puWicIy pro- 
tefted agairtft the tyrannical government' of Nero. He 
appeareato h^e np other motive for this revolt than 
that of freeifilg the woHd ftx)m an opprelKir ; for when 
it watf tdld him that Nero hadfet a reward upon his 
hea^of* ten miHioris of ft;llerCei, he made this gallant 
anf\»'er,.*« Whofifver brings me Nero's head, fhall, if 
•^ he pleafes, have mine." But (1111- more to /hew he 
ucas not a(51uated by motives of private ambition, he 
proclaimed Sergiits Ga|b3, emperor^ and invited him 
to join in the revolt. Sergius Galba, wha was at that 
time fipvetnor of 8pain, was equally remarkable for 
his wifdom in peace, and his couriage in war. But as. 
all talents under coriupt princes -are dangerow, he for 
Ibme years had fcemcJ willing to court obfcuritj', . 
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girbig himfelf op to an inaAire life, and avoiding all 
opportooitics of figoalifing his yraloor. He now 
therefore cither through the caatioo attending old 
age, or from a total want of ambition, appeared Htde 
inclined to join with \ index, and continoed for fbme 
time to deliberate with his friends on the part he 
(hould uke. 

In the mean tirae, Nero, who had been apprifed of 
the proceedings againft him in Gaul, appeared totally 
regardlefs of the danger, privately flattering himfelf 
that the fuppreffioo of this revolt would give hifn an 
opportunity of frefh confifcations. He appeared there- 
fore at the theatre as ufuai, and feemed tointereft him- 
ftlf as warmly in the contefts there, as if he had to- 
tally forgot that there was*a contention for his empire. 
Being then at Naples, he excufed himfelf in his letters 
to the (enate for not immediately coming to Rome, as 
he was detained by an hoarfenefs vihich he was afraid 
to encreafe. The care of his voice was (till upperdioft 
in his mind, and nothing feemed to give him greater 
uneafinefs than that Vindex in his manifeftos fhould 
call him a miferable mufician. He frequently aiked 
thofe about htm, whether it was pofCble one who had 
fludied the art fo long and carefully as he had done, 
fhould be the bungler he was leprelented by Vindex« 

The circumftances of the revolt growing more for- 
midable every hour, Nero returned to Rome with a 
mixture of hope, exultation and revenge. Obferving 
an ancient monument by the way (ide, on which were 
the /latues of a Roman knight overcoming a Gaulifh 
foldier, he looked upon this as a favourable omen, and 
was tranfported with pleafure at the adventure. Upon 
entering the city, he convened a few of his crea- 
tures among the fenate, and entertained them not by 
deliberations upon the Aate of his affairs, but by 
(hewing them fome mufical indruments that were to 
be played upon by water. He explained to them^ 
their mcchanifm,. their advantages, and defe<5l8, ad- 
ding with an ironical air^ *< That he hoped, with Vin* 

dexV 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 157 

^ex's permiffiony to exhibit this inftrament upon the 
ibeatrc. 

The actual revolt of Galba, the news of which ar- 
rived foon after, afFeded him in a very different man- 
lier. The reputatioo of that general was fuch, that 
^om the moment he declared againfl him, Nero con- 
^<lered bimlelf as undone. He received the account 
3S lie was at fupper, and, inftantly ftruclc with terror, 
o^ertvrned the table with his foot, breaking two cryf- 
tsl vales of inMnenfe value. He then fell into a fwoon, 
from which when he recovered, he tore his cloaths, 
^nd (Iruck his head, crying out, ** that he was utterly 
'* uodone." It was then that he began to meditate 
fl^ughtcrs more extenHve than he yet had committed, 
and tortures yet untried. He was refoived to maffa- 
c*^e all the governors of provinces, to dedroy all exiles, 
and to murder aU the Gauls in Rome, as a punifhment 
^or the treachery of their countrymen. In mort, in tiic 
^Idnefs of his rage, he thought of poifoning the 
JJ'bolc fenate, of burning the city, and turning the 
"OD8 kept for the purpofes of the theatre, out upoa 
the people. Thefe defigns being impracticable, he 
'«fof?ed, at laft, to face the danger in perfon. But 
his very prepara^tions ferved to mark the infatuation of 
*^'s miqd. His principal care was, to provide wag- 
£ons for the convenient carriage of his mufical inflru* 
^fiitt ; and to dref^ out his ctncubines like Amazons, 
^*^b whom he intended to face the enemy. He alfo 
*^^e a refolution, that if he came off with fafety and 
J^pire, he would appear again upon the theatre with 
|. "^lote and the water-muuc, and would eqoip him-^ 
^"^ as a pantomime. 
While Nero was thus frivoloufly employed,, the re- 
^*t became general. Not only the armies in Spain 
'^^ Gaul, but alfo the legions in Germany, Africa, 
J^^ Lufitania,. declared^ againft him. Virginius Ru- 
^^ alone, who commanded an army on the Upper 
^^ine, for a while continued- in fufpenfe 5 during 
^'^ich, his forces without his permiffion, falling upon 
^^ G^ulsi routed them with great ilaughter, and 

Vindcx 
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Vindex (lew himfelf. But this ill fuccefs no wgy ^ 
Y^nccd the intertfts of l^Jerp ; ho w%8 fo deteft^db 
the wh/Ie cnipi.e, that h© could find none of ih? 91 
-niies faithful \o him, however th^y might difa^r? 
with each othet. He, therefore,, called for i-pgofli 
to furnifh him with poifon ; and thu^ prsparfd k 
the wofrt, he retired to the Scrvilian g;^rdeps, with 
rcfolution of flying into Kgyf;t. He accordingly dii 
patched the frtednien, in whom h« had th« moft c^A 
fiJeoce, to prepare a fleet, at 0*{ia, and in the mc^ 
\vhile, founded in perfon the tribunes 4nd ceni^jrign 
of the giiard, to kjjow if they were willing, iq fljar 
bis fortuoea. Bi^t they all ejN^cufed themfelve^, qi) 
<^^ divers pFe^xts. One of them had the b61cl^?( 
to anfwer hina^ by part of a line from Virgil: ^* (jTqM 
•* adeetif miferumcfimori? Is d?atl> the.n fi?,c;h a*l»is 
** fortune J" Thus deilitote of «vf ry r^fpaccc,. aiJ th 
.^3tp<^dienta thi^t cowardice,^ revenge^ or terrw oo^l 
prodi^^, took place in. his miac} by i^ms. H*?, sftOQ 
tune, refoiyed to take refuge *n>png tb^ p4rihi%.n9 
2^ an.oiher, to deliver bimfcif Mp t-o th« mer<:yof i\ 
ij;^fijrgent« ;. one while» he d^wrmin^d to moi^qt tl 
co^lrum, to aO? pardon fonwh^t was paf!, aiid to coi 
cJwde with promife of amendment tor tht fi^tuiP< 
WUh thfcfii gloomy deUbcratioas he went to bed\ b' 
Vaking^out midiMglit, he ^as fqrprijed to fitid h 
wjarcis had left hiav The Pr-G^tprUn fpldiers* ip fa< 
having been cor-rupted byihcir co-nmanderi Ha4 r«ti 
crd to their camyt and proclaimed Qalba erriperq 
Nero immtdia^eiy lent for his fViends, to delibcra 
upon his prefent exigence, but his friends alfp forfoc 
turn ; even I igellinv? himfeif, the creatvi.r« pf bis b 
D^dts, and tbe partaker of his guilt, h%d gone over 
Galba. He w^nt in perfon, frow hoiife to houf 
but ail the duors were (bitf ag^inil him, and rvof 
were foMJid to aafwer his enqtiiries; While hf^ ^\ 
jyrfuing this, enquiry, his very domeftics follows 
the gfocral defcr^ioj} ; ,^d, having, plundered li 
a^rtmim, efcaped di^rent ways Beiqg now r«du/ 
^ to. ^ ihtc of defperation, he defired that one of li 
favourhe gladiators, mi^ht CQvac iiuA C!v^^^^\k Vvvpr 
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bftl «C9 n tbi5 tequeft^ there ww none fauad to ahe/. 

** Alwl'* firicd h.e» **hiiY« I oeithcr friicad nor eu«- 

Wy?" Aaltben running defperateiy Cgnh, feen^d re- 

foivecl iq plqn^e headlong into the Tyl^er. But j.u(l 

tk^H his (;QUf9ge begiQoi/)g to fail hino« he m^de a 

fa4(|ca ftop^ H$ if willing to recglltft his rei^foo^ aad 

*Jked fac Ipme fccrct jjlace, where he might re Hflunve 

hiji couriige, and oieet dca,tb with becoming fortiti^de. 

Ip this diflrefs^ PbAOQ, one of his freedxncn, offered 

^.iiQ hia qouqtry houfe, about four miles, diiinnt^ where 

bfi mighi, for fpnae time, remJiio concealed. Nero 

iccepicdjhia ofiir;, and, hajf dreflcd aa he was., with 

hh hoi^d covered, %nd hiding his face with an hand- 

):,^rc|)i^t» he mouatod oa horfebacks i^tt.ended by. four 

of hi;; domeflics, of whom the wretched Spiorus was 

one. His. journey, though (hort, w^s crowded with 

^dveniures. Ao ear.thqu4ke gave him the tiril: alarm. 

The lightning from Heaven next flashed in h»a f^ce. 

^ouod him be bea/d nothing but confufed noifes from 

the Cj^ni[), ^nd the cfies of the fpldicta, imprecating 

a t^ouf^ad evih upon his head. A paflenger» meetr 

i^g bim pn the W4y, cried,. ** There go mea it\ pur- 

•* (ijyt of NorQi.** Another a(ked him, if there w^s 

apy PCW5. of Nfito. in.tbc city ? His horfe, taking 

igrighx at a dead body, that lay near the road, he 

propped his h^odVerchief, and ^ foldier who w^s 

^j^ftr» add re/Ted him by name. He qow> therefore, 

qgitted his hQtfe^ and. forfaking- the highway^ entered 

^'thicket, that.l.ed toucards the back p^tt of Phaon's 

bpvife> through which be cregr, making the bcft' pf 

hid way among the reeds; and brambles, with which 

Vhe place w.aa over-^rpwji Wbea hft was. atrixcd at 

the b^ck part of the houfe, while he was waiting till 

t^hcre (hpuld be s\ bceaxrh made in the wall, he took u^ 

fpxne water in the bollQW of his- hand^ &om a pool 

tjo drink ; faxing* " * hcfe are the delicacies of Nero." 

"VV'heii.tbe. hole wa^ macie large enpii^h to admit himji 

h^ crept iq gppn ajl-fours,. apd took a ibort repofe upoa . 

4, wretched pallet, thajt had been prepared ior his re- 

ciq^ioQ. Being prefled by hunger^ he demanded f6me- 
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what to eat ; they brought him a piece of brown 
bread, which he refufed ; but drank a little water. 
During this interval, the fenate, Bn iing the Prastortaft 
guards had taken part with Galba, declared hiro empe- 
ror, and condemned Nero to die, more nu^omm ; that 
ts, according to the rigour of the ancient laws. Thcfe 
dreadful tidings were quickly brought by one of Phaon*f 
Haves from the city, while Nero yet continued lineer* 
inj^ between his hopes and his fears At one time, 
thik mod wretched of all mankind was employed iir 
providing flones for his tomb ; at another, in prepare 
iog Wood and water for his funeral; now repeating; 
Terfes, expreifive of the horrors of his mind ; again * 
giving vent to his tears, and crying out, '* Whatan - 
" artift is the world likely to lofe !'* When he was 
told of the refoiution of the fer.ate againd <hini|vhe 
afked the meflenger what was meant, by being punifli-. 
ed according to the rigour of the ancient laws ? ? 1 o • 
this he Was anfwered, that the criminal was to be 
dripped naked, his head was to be fixed in a pilloryi| 
and in that pofture he was to be fcourged to death. 
Nero was fo terrified at this, thjtt he feized two poig* 
nards, which he had brought with him, and examin« 
ing their points, returned them to their fheaths, pre- 
tending that the fatal moment was not yet arrived. 
He then defired Spqrus to btgin the lainentations 
which Were ufed at funerals ; he next entreated that 
fome one of his attendants would die, to give him 
courage by his example ; and afterwards began to re- 
proach his own cowardice, crying out, •* Does this 
«• become Nero ? is this trifling well timed ? No, 
•• no, let me be courageous." In fa^, he had no 
time to fpare; for the foldiers who had been fent in 
purfuit of him, were juft then approaching the houfe : 
wherefore hearing the found of the horffe^' feet, he fet 
a dagger to his throat, with which, by the aflKUnce 
of Lpaphroditus, his freed man and fecretary, he gave 
himftif a mortal wound. However, he was not quite, 
dead, when one of the centurions entering the room, 
and preteoding he came to his relief^ attempted to 
' ftop 
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flop the blood with his cloak, but Nero regarding him 
Mrith a ilern countenance, faid, ** It is now too late. 
Is this your fidelity ?'' Upon which, with his eyes 
fixed, and frightfully flaring, he expired, even in 
death a ghaftly fpedtacle of innoxious tyranny. 

Little need be faid concerning the charadler of a 
monarch, whofe very name is become a term of re- 
proach to all bad princes. His natural difpofitioo 
vrat extremely badf but it was rendered ftill more de* 
teflable by flattery. All orders of men were at this 
time fo ^praTcdy that each feemcd eager to contend, 
Vfhich (bould be moft inflrumental in pufhtng him on 
to his exceflesy and applaudinff him when he had com- 
mitted them. It mud be a (trong mind, rhat, being 
aflaulted thus, on every fide» can (land uofhaken, and 
trace out for itfelf the track of undeviating Tinue. 
Thus much, I think, we may fay of this mofl wretch- 
ed many notwithflanding the concurrent reproach of 
til hiftoriansy that through the greatefl part of his 
reign, he himfelf feemed ignorant of his being a ty- 
rant. 

He reigned thirteen years feven months and twen- 
t^r-cight days, and died in the thirty-fecond year of 
bit age. 
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CHAP. vni. 

Ss&Oius GAtBAj thie Sev£Atb Eaff^aon of Iloll^ 

U. C. 8au if H£ njokiagti af Rome, upoa 
A. D. 69^ Nero*8 dr^iby w^erc a$ great »s tbol<«j[0^ 
hU ^ccciEoQ. All ^cf u>ns cfAie rojuiipg 
into the (keets to coogratulatf each other ujpoo A^ 
lleath of the tyrant ; dteScd io the maqner 01 fl^nS} 
ivho had bceo juft fct free. 

GaJba was leventy-two years old when he wai de- 
clared emperor, aod was then in Spain with hit legi- 
ons. However he fbon found that his Jbeinf raited 
to the throne, was but an inlet to new difquietudei. 
His 6r(l embarrafTment arofe from a diforder io bis 
own army ; for upon approaching the camp, one of 
the wings of his horfe, repenting of their choice^ pri- 
pared to revolt, and he found it no eafy matter to Us* 
concile them to their duty. He alfo narrowly efcap* 
cd afTafHnation, from fome (laves, who were prelent- 
cd to him by one of Nero's freedmen, with that in* 
tent. The death of Vindcx alfo fcrved not a little 
to add to bis difquietudes ; fo that upon his very en* 
trance into the empire, ^.e had fome thoughts of put- 
ting an end to his own life. But hearing from Rome 
that Nero was dead, and the empire transferred to 
him, he immediately afTumed the title and enfigns of 
command. In his journey towards Rome, he was 
met by Rufus Virginius, who finding the fenate had 
decreed him the government, came to yield him obe- 
dience. I his general had more than once rcfufed the 
empire himfeU , which was offered him by bis foldiers, 
alleging, that the (enate alone had the difpofal of 
it ; and from them only he would accept the honour, 
'^ih^rtl^ after this, many of thofe who \yerc mod noto- 
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^ioos during the laft reign, and who attempted to dif* 
•iirb the prcfcnt, were cur oflP. Among ihcfe Nym- 
Phidius Sabtnus, prefect of the Praetorian guards at 
J^eme ; Fonteius Capito, lieutenant in Germany ; and 
Oodius Macer, proconftil in Africa. 

Galba having been brought to the empire by means 
^his army, was at the fame time willing to fupprefs 
their power to commit any future difturbance. His 
lirft approach to Rome was attended with one of 
Ihofe rigorous (Irokes of juftice, which ought rather to 
be defended than imitated. A body of mariners, 
whom Nero had taken from the oar, and cnlifled 
among the legions^ went to meet Galba, three miies 
lirom the city, and with Ipud importunities demanded 
a confirmation of what his predecefTor had done in 
theTV favour. Gaiba^ who was rigidly attached to the 
ancient difcipiine, deferred their requeft to another 
lime. But they, confidering this delay as equivalent 
to an abfolute aenial, infiitea upon their requefl, in a 
tcry difrefpedlful manner ; and even fome of them 
had recourre to arms : whereupon, Galba ordered a 
body of horfe, attending him, to ride in among them, 
and thus killed feven thoufand of them ; but not con- 
tent with this punifhment, he afterwards ordered them 
to be decimated. '} heir infolence demanded correc- 
tipn ; but fueh extenfive punifhments deviated into 
cruehy. His next ftep to curb the infolence of the 
fbidierSf was his difcharging the German cohott, 
which had been eflablifhed by the former emperors, 
as a guard to their pcrfons. Thofe he fent home to 
their own country unrewarded, pretending they were 
difafTcdted to his perfon. 

He feemed to nave two other obje^s alfo in view : 
namelyi to punifh thofe vices which had come to an 
enormops height in the laft reign, with the ftrifiert fe- 
verity ; and to replenifh the exchequer, which had 
been <juite drained by the prodijjaliiy of his predecef- 
fors. Ihefc attempts only brought on him the impu- 
tation of feverlty and avarice ; the ftate was too muth 
totrupted to admit of fucb an immediate tranfition 
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from vice to virtae, as this wonhy, bat weak poli- 
ticiao attempted to effe^. 1 he people had loDg bcfo 
maintained in floth and luxury, by the prodigality of 
the former emperors* who could not think of bcipg 
obliged to feek for new meaos of fubfifleoce and to 
retrench their fuperfluities. They bcsao, thereforCf 
to fatirizc the old man, and turn the fimpliciry of hit 
manners into ridicule. Among the marju ot afirice 
recorded of him, he is faid to have groaned upon bar- 
ing an expenfire foup ferf cd up to his table ; he is tiH 
to have prefented to his Reward, for his fidelity, » 
plate of beans i a famous player upon the flute, osmcd 
Canus, having greatly delighted him, it is reportedf 
that he drew out his purfe, and gave him five peoMi 
telling him, that it was private^and not public money* 
By fuch ilUjudged frugalities, at fueh a time, Galbabe* 
gan to lofe his popularity ; and he, who, before bis 
accelEon, was efteemed by all, now being become en* 
peror, was confidered with ridicule and contempt. 

But there are fome circuroftaoces of avarice alleged 
againft him, lefs equivocal than thofe trifling ones al- 
ready mentioned. Shortly after his coming to Romer 
the people were prefented with a moft grateful fpedft* 
cle ; which was that of Locufla, Eliuff Fol^cletair 
Fetronius, and Petinus, all the bloody mimflen of 
Nero's cruelty, drawn in fetters through the city, and 
publicly executed. But Tigellinus, the moft notoriouf 
offender of all was not there. 'I his cr«ifty villain 
had taken care for'his own fafcty, by the largenefsof 
his bribes i and though the people cried our for ven- 
geHnce againft him, at the theatre, and the circus, 
yet the emperor granted him his life and pardon. 
Helotus, the eunuch, aifo, who had been the indra* 
inent of poifoning >. laudius, eHaped, and owed bif 
iafety to the proper application of his wealth 

'1 his collufion, however, was rather owing to the 
avarice of GalcM's favourites than to his ; for, whether 
from the infirmity of age, or the muitipliciry of bufi- 
Defs, he now iufFered himiielf to be eniirely governed 
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bj^ three favourites, who being continually in his pre- 
sence, were commonly ftiled his maflers. Thefe were 
Titos VeniuSy v/ho had been his lieutenant in Spain, 
a man of infatiable ararice ; Caius Laco» whom he had 
made prefect of the praetorian bands ; and icelus, his 
fteednian, who afpired at the higheft command in the 
cqueftrian order. Thefe three,' very different in their 
difpofitions, influenced the emperor to oppofite purfaits; 
and only agreed in one point, that of abufmg his confi- 
dence. Thus, by the inequality of his conduA, he 
became defpicable to his fubje^ls. At one time, 
Shewing himfelf fevere and frugal ; at another, remifs 
and prodigal ; condemning fome illuftrious perfons, 
without any hearing ; and pardoning others, though 
guilty : in (hort, nothing was done but by the medi« 
ation of thefe favourites ; all offices were venal, and 
all punifhmems redeemable by money. 

Affairs were in this unfettJed pofture at Rome, while 
the provinces were yet in a worfe condition. The 
fuccefs of the army in Spain, in choofmg an emperor, 
induced the legions in the other parts to wifh for a 
fimilar opponunity. Accordingly, many feditions 
were kindled, and feveral fa(flions promoted in diffe- 
rent parts of the empire, but particularly in Germany. 
There were then, in * that province, two Roman 
armies ; the one which had lately attempted to make 
Rufus Virginius emperor, as has been already men- 
tioned, and which was commanded by his lieutenant : 
the other commanded by Vitelirus, who long had an 
ambition to obtain the empire for himfelf The 
former of thefe armies defpifing their preient general, 
and confidering thenifelves as fufpedltd by the empe- 
ror, for having been the laft to acknowledge his litle, 
refolved now to be foremott in denying it. Accord- 
ingly, when they were fummoned to take the oaths of 
homage and fidelity, they refufed to acknowledge any 
other commands but thofe of the fenate. This refufal 
they bacjied by a roeffage of the Praetorian bands, im- 
portiiftgr that they were refolved not to acquiefce in 
the clciftion of z% emperor created io Spain, 



1 66 THE HISTORY 0¥ THE 

and (MrMfg thai tlit feRate nftoruld prdaeed lo a Hcm^ 

G»tba being informed of tKefe commociMS, v»* 
firnfibley than^fide his age, be wu Ifeft r^pe^ed fm^ 
w4At of MI hair. He rtColwt^ tlrafefov^ to ^h r 
what he had formerly defi^nodi in tfXfeeu^ton^ and FO^ 
adopt ibmc pOpfoiv whole ^rhies might defers fioH 
ad^artcenieirt, aad «o protaA ht^ dtck^Htg ag4 froAr 
danger^ H»^ favouri<ci> umierftaiidki^ hit d«ter^»« 
naliion, inftaiuly rciol^d oo- gif ing| bifiv sfd heir o# 
th«ir own chooling^ (b that rhere ai^ofa a g/eat eeo- 
temioo among them u]»ob thi» occafiOn'. Olho ihnHd 
warm application for himfelfy alleging the great fer- 
vioes he had done the emperor, as- being, the firft mtfn 
of note who came to Wis aftiUnce,- when ho had de- 
clared agaifid Nero. HowGvery Gralb» bdin]! M\f 
refolvcd to confult the pabiic good alone^ i>eje(£ed hif 
fnit, and on a day a^^iitte^i ordered Pifo laAxkikPus 
to attend him. The chara^c^ given by hiO<>riftns c»f 
Pifo, i^ that he was every way worthy of the honmir 
d«(igned him. He was- no w^y related to QmW^ a*d 
had no other interc{( but nierir, to retfommefld hiiffto 
his favour. Taking rhi» yduth^ thereforev by the 
hand, in the prefehce of his friends, hea^ptedhita 
to fucceed in the empire, giving him tliTe moft whok' 
fome leffons- for guiding his ftitune condu<^« Fife's 
conduift fliewed that he was highly defei^ng this dif- 
tin^ion: in z\\ his deportment there ap{Jieared' Aiok 
modcfly, firmnefs and ecfOality of mind, as b<J%ok^ 
him rather capjible of diicharging, than ambittoae ef 
obtaining, his prefent dignity. But the army and the 
fcnate did not feem cqtwily difmtercftcd u*}on this Oc- 
caGon ; they had been io long ufed to bribery and* 
corru}>tion, that t1>ey could now bear no emperor, ^r 
was not in a capacity of fatisfying their afaric'e^ The" 
adoption, thercfoie, of Pifo was but coldly reoeifed; 
for his virtues wete no recommendation i« a nation of 
univeifal depravity. 

Otho now finding his hopes bf alJoption w4ioDy 
ftuftrated, and dill further ftimuiatcd by the inlmenfe 

load 
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load of debt which he had contrafled by his riotous 
ynj of fiving, refbWcd optm obtarnfng- the empirt \rf 
force, fince Kc cotrld not bj peaceable Iticctflron. In 
fift, his cifctrmftances were fb very d'cf^rate, tftat he 
*tt Fteard to fay, that it was ccpnl to^him witeihef'bc 
fell by bis Cfremies in the fiei'd, or by his creditors id 
tie city. He thcrefere raifed a moderate fum of 
rtoocy, by fellrng his intereft- to a pcYfotr who wanretf 
a phce, atid" with ihrs, bribed two fubaltcrn officers vtt 
tkc PrflBiorian bairds, fupplyrtig the deftcrenncy of 
br^gc/Tcs By promifes anrd pfeafiWc prerences; Havirrg 
in this manner, in Itft tftan eight daysy^ corrupt^ch tfj-e 
Sdeliiy of the foldiers, he dole fecretly from the em- 

Eror, while he was facriHcing ; and ^fTembling the 
idiers, in a (hort fpeech, urged the cruelties and 
iTarice of Galba. Finding thefe his invedives rc- 
ceifed with univerfeJ flioots by the whole army, he 
lotirely threw off the roafk, and avowed his inten- 
ions of dethroning him. The foldiers being ripe for 
edition, immediately feconded his views, and taking 
)tho upon rheir fhotaWers, immed^ely decliaredhim, 
mperor; and, to ftrike the citizens with terror, car- 
led him with their fwoids drawn, into the camp. 

Galba, iri the nrean timt, being infotmed of the 
crrolt of iht army, fe'emed utterly confounded', a«d' 
1 "Want of fufficient rcfofution to face an everttj which 
e (hould have long forcften. In this manner the 
OCT old man continued wawring attd doYibtfol ; till^ 
I lait, being deluded by a falle rejrorr of Ot4:o s be- 
fig flaih, he rodt into the forum in connplete armour, 
od' attrendtd by mamy of his ft>11owers. Juft ai the 
JiTfie inHant, a body of horfe fimt from th« camp to 
Itftroy him, entered oa tbc oppofne fide, aird eax:h' 
•arty prepared for the encounter. For fome rime 
iofHlities were fufpended on each fide ; Galba con- 
iifedand irrefolute, and his antagonifts (truck with 
lorror at the bafenefs of their enterprift. At length,, 
however, finding the emperor, in fome mcafure de- 
erted by his adherents, they rufhed in- upon hiraj 
rampling the crowds of peoj^le that then- frlltd* tHe» 
brum under foot. G&lbs: feeing ih^ttir v^^^t^i^Yti 
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feemed to recoiled all his former fortitade ; and beod^ 
ing his head forward, bid the aifafEns ftrike it off» if 
it were for the good of the people. This' was qoick* 
Jy performed ; and bis head being fet upon the poiot 
of a lance, was prefented to Otho, who ordered it 
to be contemptuoufly carried round the camp ; but bis 
body remained unburied in the Areets, till it was 
buried by one of his flaves. He died in the feres* 
ty-third year of his age, after a fhort reigo of feveo 
months ; as illuftrious by his own virtues, as it was 
contaminated by the vices of his fevonrites^ who (bar- 
ed io his downfalls 
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Otho, the Eighth Emperor of Rome. 
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'O fooner was Galba thus murdered, than the fe* 
nate and' people ran in crowds to the camp, contend-, 
ing who (hould be foremod in extolling the virtues of 
the new emperor, and depreiEng the charaAerof bim 
they had fo unjudly deftroyed. Each laboured to ex* 
eel the red in his inflances of homage, and the lels 
his affedions were for him, the more did he indulge 
all the vehemence of exaggerated praife. Otho fiod- 
ing himfeif furrounded by congratulating multitudes, 
immediately repaired to the fenate, where he received 
the titles ufually given to the emperors ; and from 
thence returned to the palace, feemingly refolved ta 
reform his life, and afTume manners becoming th^ 
greatnefs of his (lation. 

He began his reign by a (ignal inflance of clemenc;r, 
in pardoning Marius Celfus, who had been highly 
favoured by Galba ; and not contented with barely 
forgiving, he advanced him to the highed honours ; 

aflertiog. 
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Terting, that ~" fidelity dcfcnrcd every reward." 
Tib a^ of clemency was followed by another of 
iftice» equally agreeable to the people. TigelliiHia» 
lero's faVoaritey he who had been the promoter of all 
iscruekiesy was now put to death ; and ail fuch as 
ad been OnjaflJy bani/hed, or ftrippcd at his infttga- 
00, during Nero's reign, were redored to their 
oontry and fortunes. 

In the mean time, the legions in Lower Germany* 
ariog been purchased by the large gifts and fpecious 
roiuifci of VittlKus, their general, were at length in- 
uced to proclaim him emperor; and re'gardieis of 
be fefaate, declared that they had an equal right to 
P{K)int to that high ftation with the cohorts at Rome. 
^e news of his conduct in the army, foon fpread 
^ftcrnation throughout Rome ; but Oiho was parti- 
^Urly firuck with the account, as being apprehcnfire, 
'^t nothing but the blood of hrs countrymen could 
^de a conted, of which his own ambition only was 
^ccaufe. Of all chara(5lers in hidoiy, Otho's feemt 
°at alone which was mended by advancement ; for 
ve now fiad Otho, the emperor^ very different from 
J'nilelf, whio in a private ftation ; he was, at ihat 
»me, weak, vicious and debauched ; but upon the 
^t^tux oceafion, he appears courajieous, benevolent 
**d humane. He now, therefore, fought to come 10 
^ agreement with Vitellius ; but this net fucceed- 
^1 both fides began their preparations for war. 
i*owever all things feemed to be unfavourable to 
•^ho. The chief of the fenatw were grown old and 
■^potent ;. the rich men of Rome were indolent and 
*othfaI ; the knights had long been diflblvcd in eafe 
l^dloxury ; and the cohorts therafelves v/cre relaxed 
•^m the military difcipHoe of their anceftors. News 
*i»g received that Vitellius was upon his march to 
Uly, Otho departed from Rome with a vaft army to 
Ppofe him. But though he was very powerful, with 
cgard to numbers, his men, being liule uftrd to war, 
ould not be relied on. He feemed by his behaviour 
?nfible of the difproportion of his forces ; and he is 

Vol,. II, . I S.-\\^. 
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faid to have been tortured with frightful dreams and 
the mod boding apprehenfibos. It is alfo report- 
ed by fome, that one night, fetching many pro-* 
found (ighs in his deep, his fervants ran haflily to his 
bed-fide, and found him ftretched on the ground. He 
alledged he had feen the ghoft of Galba, which had, 
in a threatening manner, beat and pufhed him rudely 
from the bed ; and he afterwards ufed many expiati: 
ens to appeafe it. However this be, he proceeded 
with a great fhew of courage, till he arrived at the 
city of Brixellum, on the river Po, where he remain- 
ed, fending his forces before him under the condud 
of his generals Suetonius and Celfus, who made 
what hafle they could to give the enemy battle. The 
army of Vitellius, which confided of feventy thou- 
fand men, was commanded by his generals Valens 
andCecinna, he himfelf remaining in Gaul, in order 
to bring up the reft of his forces. Thus both fides 
haftened to meet each other with fo much animofity 
and precipitation, that three confiderable battles were 
fought in the fpace of three days, one near Placea* 
tia, another near Cremona, and a third at a place 
called Cador ; in all which Otho and the Romans 
had the advantage. But thefe fuccefles were but of 
fhort-Iived continuance; for Valens andCecinna, 
who had hitherto adlcd feparatcly, joining their for- 
ces, and reinforcing their armies with frefli fupplies, 
refolved to come to a general engagement. Otho, 
who by this time had joined his army, at a little vil- 
lage called Bedriacum, finding the enemy, notwitb- 
flanding their late lofies, inclined to come to a battle, 
refolved to call a council of war, to determine upon 
the proper meafurcs to be taken. His generals were 
of opinion to protraift the war : but others, whpfe in- 
experience had given them caufelefs confidence, de- 
clared that nothing but a battle could relieve the mi* 
feries of the ftaie ; protefting that Fortune, and all 
the Gods, with the divinity of the emperor himfelf, 
favoured the defign, and woulJ, undoubtedly, prof- 
er the entcrprife. In i\\U 3idN*Kt> O\ho acc^uiefced : 
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he had been for fome time fo uneafy under the war, 
-that he feeroed willing to exchange fufpenfe for dan- 
ger. However, he was fo furrounded by flatterers, 
that he was prohibited from being ])erfonally prefent 
in the engagement, but prevailed upon to refer ve him* 
felf for the fonune of the empire, and wait the event 
at Brixellam. The affairs of both aimies being thus 
adjuded, they came to an engagement at Bedriacum ; 
where, in the beginning, thofe on the fide of Otho 
feemed to have the advantage, and at the firfl onfec 
flew all the firfl rank, and won the eagle, which was 
confidered as a certain prefage of victory. Both ar- 
mies were extremely incumbtred with trees and 
hedges, fo that they were obliged to fight with very 
little regularity, and the engagement fccmed a tumul- 
tuary oppofition of forces, without a pl.m, and with- 
out a commander. At length, howtvcr, tiie fupcrior 
difcipline of the legions of Viiellius turned the fcalc of 
viflory. They, afrtr fome time, formed themfelvcs 
from a flate of apparent confufion, and attacking the 
enemy in flank, gained :i fignal and decifive vidory. 
Otho's army fled in great confufion towards Bedriacum, 
being purfued with a miferable flaughter all the way. 

In the mean time, Otho waited for the news of the 
battle with great impatience, and feemed to tax his 
meffengers with delay. The firii account of his de- 
feat was brought him by a common foidier, who had 
efcaped from the field of battle. However, Otho, 
who was fUll furrounded by flatterers^ was dcfired to 
give no credit to a bafe fugitive, who was guilty of 
falfehood, only to cover his own cowardice. The 
foidier however flill pcrfifted in the veracity of his re- 
port; and finding none inclined to believe him, imme- 
diately fell upon his fword, and expired at the empe- 
ror's feet. Otho was fo much firuck with the death 
of this faithful centinel, that he cried out, thai he 
would caufe the ruin of no more fuch valiant and 
worthy foldiers, but would end the conteft by the 
fhorteltway. It was in vain, therefore, that his fol- 
lowers gathered round him, cndeavouriiig to revive 
his hopes> and infpire him with {tdU ^tk\\yLvW'^ v^ 
I 2 ^i\%^ 



171 THE HISTORY OF THE 

^in did thofe who were too diftant to be^ieard, lift 
up their hands to befeech him ; he was deaf to all 
their eotre<it!ts ; he had fornitrd a refolucion to die, as 
the only means of ridding \vmU\f of his cyires, and 
his country of its calamities. Haring, therefore^ 
given the fignal for fptaking, headdreflV^l the ffiatier- 
cd remains of hi« army with great intrepidity. ** I 
** efteem," cued he, •* this dav, as far more );loii- 
** ous than that of my eiedlion, iince it has convinced 
** me of youf fidtlity and aAedlion. I muA, howe* 

•«* ver, entieat for one favour moie ; which is, to die, 
** in order to procure your fafeiy : I can never fo 
** much advance the intercfts of my countiy by war 
•< and blood, as by faciificing myfclf for its peace. 
♦* Others have purchafrd fi< me by governing wtll; 
** let it be my boaft to leave an rmpire, raiher than, 
♦* by my ambition, to weaken or deiiroy it.** - fter 
fpeakir.g to this effe^, he entreated his follower* to 
yitld thenifelves to VitelliR.^, and not provoke him by 
obftinacy or delay. Then <*ebukmg the unreafonable 
fears of thofe about him. withnur nny (igns ot fear, 
cither in his looks or wor^ls, he tt tired to his chamber : 
there he wrote two confolatory letitrs to his fifier, and 
a third to Meifalina, whom he h «d defigned lor his 
wife. He next burnt fuch letters and paper« as mijilit 
be prejudicial to his friends, and didnbuted rr)mc mo* 
Dey and jewels among his friends and domellics. He 
then prepared to die ; but j>erceiving a turnult among 
the foldies, who prepared to punifh (ome that were 
going privately away; he cried ou', ** Let me then- 
** add one day more to rvry life " Upon which he or- 
dered his chamber door to be thrown open, and em- 
ployed the remaining part of the day in hindering the 
violence of his foldiers, and giving advice to all iuch 
ais defired admittance. Having thus performed the 
duties of his (lation, and having quenched his thirft 
with a draught of cold water, he ordered the •doors 
to be fecured. He then took two daggers, and hav- 
ing tried andchofen the (harpefl. he laid tt under his 
piSow, and fell into a profound fleep. Awaking by 

arcak of d^y, he perceived oat o£ ^\% &tf ants re- 
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maining 10 the room, whom he commanded to retire. 
Then taking the dagger, he ga?e himfelf a mortal 
blow on the left (ide, and with a fingle ^roan ended 
bis Jife» after a (horc reign of three months and five 
days. There is fomethin^ in the conclufion of this 
princess reign, that ftems to atone for the vile me- 
thods by which he acquired dominion. His cicmen- 
cf and juilice, while he continued on the throne, and 
the calm manner in. which he refigned it, make us al« 
mofl regret his wanting an importunity to difpluy hit- 
newly accoutred virtues with more permanent ludre. 



CHAP. X. 

V1TEI.LIU8, the Ninth Empiror of Rome. 

U. €• Stt. It was no fooner known that Otho had 
A. D. 70U killed himfelf, thai> all the foldiers rtmt's. 
ed to VirginiuS} the commaoder of the 
German legions, earnedly entreating him to take upon 
bim the reins of government ; or at lead, entreating, 
bis mediation with the generals of Vitellius in their 
favcar. Upon his declining their reqncf^yRubrius 
Gallus,^ a perfon of condderable note, immediately 
undertook their embafTy to the generals of the con- 
quering army, and foon after obtained a pardon for 
all the adherents of Otho. 

Vitellius was immediately after declared emperor by 
the fenate, and received the marks of didindlion, 
which were now accuflomed to follow the appoint- 
ment of the (Irongeft fide. At the fame time Italy 
was fcverely embarrafled by the foldiers, v/ho com- 
mitted fuch outrages, as exceeded all the opprefEons 
of the moli calamitous war. Vitellius, who was yet 
in GauJ, refolved, before he let out for Rome, to 
puoiih the Prsetorian cohorts, who had been the in* 

f^rumenti 
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Aruments of all the late dif^urbances in the (late. 
He, therefore, caufed them to be difarmedy and de- 
prived of the name and honour of foldiers. He or- 
dered alfo an hundred and fifty of thofe who were 
moft guilty to be put to death. 

Thofe bright beginnings, howcTcr, were fbon {had- 
ed by his vices and extravagance. As he approached 
towards Rome, he pafled through the towns with til 
imaginable fplendor; his paifage by water was in 
painted galleys, adornecj with garlands of flowers, 
and profufely furniflied with the greateft delicacies. 
In his journey there was neither order or difciplioc 
among his foldiers ; they plundered wherever they 
came, with impunity, and he feemed no way difpleat- 
ed at the 1 icentiou foe fs of their behaviour. Upon his 
arrival on th'e field where the battle was foaght, which 
put him in pofTeilion of the empire, obferviog the great 
nvmberof dead bodies fcattered over the plain, men 
and horfes, confufcdly intermixed, putrefying, and 
fainting the aJr witli their flench, he fceroed no way 
Aiocked at the fpeflacle ; but obferved to tbofe ;ibogt 
^.i!P:. ^"*^ » ^^/° enemy xTZtllti Wdi t aod then cabl- 
ing for wine, -ISe drank upon the field, and draefcJ 
large quantities to be didributed among his foldiers. 

Upon his arrivp.l at Rome, he enicrcd the city, not 
as a place he came to govern with juftice, but as a 
town that became his own by the liws of conqueft. 
He marched through the ftreets mounted on horfc- 
back, all in armour, the fenaie and people going be- 
fore him as if the captives of his late vidlory. He 
the next day made the fenate a fpeech, in which he 
magnified his own acElions, and promifed them extra- 
ordinary advantages from his ad mini ft ration. He 
next harangued the people, who being now long ac« 
cuilomed to flatter all in authority, highly applauded, 
and bicfled their new emperor. 

In the mean time, his foldiers being permitted to 

fatiate ihemfelves in the debaucheries of tke city, 

grew totally unfit for war. The principal affairs of 

lljAe (lute were managed V>7 x.V\t\o\Nt(l wretches, whom 
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Fortune, in her capricious moments, Teemed pleafed 
with exalting. Aiiaticus, his freednian, attended by 
a groupe of players and charioteers, governed all 
things, and bronght virtue into difrepute by their ex- 
ample. Vitellius, more abandoned tlian they, gave 
bimfelf up to alJ kinds of luxury and prorufencfs ; 
but gluttony was his favourite vice; fo that he 
brought himfelf to a habit of vomiting, in order to 
be able to renew his meals at pleafuro. His enter- 
tainments, though feldoni at his own coil, were pro- 
digioufly expenljve ; he frequently invited himfelf to 
the tables of his fubjeds, breakfalling with one, din- 
ing with another, and fupping with a third, all in the 
fame day. The moft memorable of tbcfe entertain- 
ments was, that made for him by his brother, on his 
arrival at Rome. In this were ferved up two thou- 
fand feveral difhes of fifh, and feven thoufand fowl 
of the mod valuable kinds. But in one particular 
difti, he feeraed to have outdone all the former profu- 
fion of the moft luJiuriou? Roraaos, This difli^ 
wlIcB was of fuch magnitude as to be called the 
(hield of-Minerva, was liJled with an ojio made from 
the founds of the fifh called Scari, the brains of 
pheafants and wood- cocks, the tongues of the moft 
codly birds, and jhe fpawn of lampreys brought from 
the Carpathian fea. In order to cook this difh pro- 
perly, a furnace was built in the fields, as it was too 
large for any kitchen to contaih it. 

In this manner did this beaftly creature proceed, 
fpending his time in the moll grofs fenfualities : fo 
that Jofephus tells us, that if he had reigntd long, the 
whole empire would not have been fufficient to have 
maintained his gluttony. All the attendants of his 
court fought to raife themfclves, not by their virtues 
andr abilities, but the fumptuoufnefs of their enter- 
tainments. This prodigality produced its attendant^ 
want ; and that, in turn, gave rife to cruelty. 

Thofe who had formerly been his afTociates, wcrie 
now deftroycd without mercy. Going to vifit onc:^^ 
of them ja a violent /ever, he mingled ipg\feti >hV3o ' 



> 
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his water, and deliTered it to hiro with his own hands. 
He never pardoned thofc money lenders who came 
to dema id payment of his former debts. One of the 
nun^'cr 'onimg to I'alure him, he immediately order- 
ed hull to be carried o(F to execution ; but fhonly af- 
ter, commanding him to be bi ought Hack, when all 
his attendants thought it was to pardon the unhappy 
ciediior, Vitellius gave them foon to underlland, that 
it was mertriy to have the picafure of feading his eyes 
with his torments. Having condemned another to 
death, he executed his two fons with himi only for 
their prcfuming to intcrc<'de for their father. A Ro- 
man knight being dragged away to execution^ and 
crying out, that he had made the emperor his heir^ 
Vitellius demanded to fee the will, where finding him- 
felf joint heir with another, he ordered both to beexe* 
coteJ, that he might enjoy the legacy without a partner. 
By the continuance of fuch vices and cruelties as 
thefcy he became not only a burden to himfelf, but 
odious to all mankind. 1 he aflrologeps, a fet of peo- 
ple who feldom fail to foretell the ruio of one, whofe 
whole Audy is to become toimical to the worldj be- 
ftan by prognodicating his downfall. A writing was 
let up tn the forwm to this cffc^. •* Wc, in the name 
«' of the ancient Chaldscans, give Vitellius warning, 
** to depart this life by the calends of Odiober " 
Vitellius, on his part, received their information with 
tenor, and ordered ail the aflrologers to be banifhed 
from Rome. An old woman having foretold, that if 
he furvived his mother, he fhould fcigo many years 
in happinefj and fecuriiy, this gave him a defire of 
putting her to death, which he did, by refufing her 
iuflcnance, under the pretence of its being prejudi- 
cial to her health. But he foon faw the futility of 
relying upon fuch vnin prognofhcations ; for hi^ol- 
diers, by their cruelty and rapine, having become io- 
fupportable to the ii h;Lbitants of Kome, the legions 
of the Eitft, who had at fiift acquiefced in his domi/ 
nion, began to revolt, and fnoitly after, unanimuufly 
rciolvcd to make Vcfp^LCia^iY cto^woy. 
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VefpafiaDy who was appointed commander agatnft 
the rebellious Jews, had reduced rooft of their coun* 
try, except Jerufalem, to fubjtdlion. ITie death of 
Nero, however, had at firll interrupted the progrefs 
of his arms, and the fucceflion of Galba gave a tem- 
porary check to his conquefis, as he was obliged to 
fend his fon Titus to Rome, to receive that emperor's 
commands. Titus, however, was fo long detained 
by contrary winds, that he received news of Galba's 
deaih before he fet fail; He then refolved to continue 
neuter, during thfi civil wars between Otho and Vi- 
tellius ; and when the latter prevailed, he gave him 
bis homage with reluctance. But being-, defirous of 
acquiring reputation, though he difliked the govern- 
ment, he determined to lay fiege to Jerufalem, and 
a6)«ialiy made preparations for that gteat undertaking, 
when he was given to underhand, that Vitellius was 
deteUed by all ranks in the empire. 1 hefe murmur- 
ings encreafed every day, while Vefpafian fecretly 
endeavoured to advance the difcontents of his army. 
By thcfe means,. they began, >at. lengih, to fix their 
eyes upon him,, as th^ periun the moi^ capable and 
willing to teiminate the miferies of his country, and 
put a period to the injuries it fuiFertd. Not only the 
iegions under . his command, but thofe in. Msefia. and 
Pannonia came to ihe fame: refolution, fo that thev 
declared, tbemrclves for Vefpalian. He was alk) 
without his own confent pioclaimed emperor at 
Alexandria, .thearmy there confirnoing it with ex- 
traordinary, applaufe, and paying their accuflomcd 
homage. . Siill, however, Vefpafian feemcd to de- 
cline the honour done him ; till,^ at lenj»th, his fol- 
diers compelled him, with their threats of immediate 
death, to accept a title, which, in all probability, . 
he wiftied to enjoy.- He . now; thetcfore, called a 
council of war, where it was refolved, that his foa 
Titus fhould carry on the war againft the Jews: and 
that Wluiianus one of his geneials, fbould, with the 
greateft pan ot liis legions, enter Italy ; "while Vef- 
pafi'ai} biwfclf Ibpald hvy forces ia av\ if2^.t\& ^l >^iv^ 
1$ ' ^^i 
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eafty in order to reinforce them in cafe of necef' 
lity. 

During thefc preparations^ VitelliuSi thoogh bo- 
Tied in floth and luxury, was rcfolvcd to make ao 
effort to dtfcfid the empire ; wherefore, his chief 
coinmanderf, Valcns and Ceclnna, were ordered lo 
make ail pofTible preparations to refift the invaders. 
The (irft army that entered Italy whh an hoflilc in- 
tention, was under the command of Antonius Pri- 
Tnus, who was met by Cecinna near Cremona. A 
battle was expe^ed to enfue, but a negociation tak* 
ing place, Cecinna was prevailed upon to change 
fides, and dtclarc for Vefpafian. His army, Lowe- 
\'er, quickly repented of what they had done ; and 
impriloning their general, attacked AntoniuSy though 
without a leader, ^I'he engagement continued dur* 
ing the whole night, and in the morning, after a 
ihon rc)»afl, both armies engaged a fecond time; 
when the fjldicrs (f Ar.tonids faluting the rifing fun, 
according to cuflom, the Vitellians, fuppofing that 
they had received new reinforcements, betook thtm- 
fclves to flight, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men. 
Shortly after, freeing their general Cecinna from pri- 
fon, they ptcvailcd upon him to intercede with the 
conquerors for pardon ; which they obtained, though 
rot without the moft horrid barbarities committed 
upon Cremona, the city to which they had retired for 
flieJtcr. 

In the mean time Viteilius was wallowing in all 
kinds of luxury and exccfs. However, when in* 
foriTicd of the defeat of his army, his former info- 
Icnce was converted into an extreme of timidity and 
irrefoliition, At Icnotii, roufing from his lethargy 
of prntraflcd vice, h.c commanded Julius Prifcus, 
and Alphenus Varus, with fonle forces that weie in 
readincfs, to guard the paffes of the Appennines, to 
prevent tlie enemy's march to Rome ; refcrving the 
principal body of his army to fecure the city, under 
the command of his brother Lucius. At length, be- 
jfig perfuadcd to repair to hi« army in pcrfon, his 

inelccce 
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prefcnce only ferved to eocreafe the contempt of hit 
ibJdiers. He there appeared irrefolute^ and flill 
Juxurious, without counfel or condudl, ignorant of 
war, and demanding from others^ thofe inflrudlions 
which it was his duty to give. After a fhort conti- 
nuance in the camp, and uoderftanding the revolt of 
his Beety he returned once more to Rome, ever fear- 
ful of the lad blow, and always carelefs as to the 
principal objed of his concern. Every day, howe- 
ver, only ferved to render his affairs ftill more def- 
peratc ; till, at laft^ he made offers to Vefpafian of 
refigntng the empire, provided his life were granted^ 
and a fuflicient revenue for his fupport. In order to 
enforce this requeft, he iffued from his palace in 
deep mourning, with all his domeflics weeping round 
him. He then went to offer the fword of juftice to 
Cecilius, the conful ; which he refufing, the abjeA 
emperor prepared to lay down the enfigns of the em- 
pire in the temple of Concord. But being interrupt- 
ed by fome who cried out, That he himfelf was Con- 
cord^ he refolved, upon fo weak an encouragement, . 
ftiil to maintain his power, and immediately prepared 
for his defence. 

During this fia^luation of counfels, one Sabinus, . 
vho had advifed Vitellius to refign, perceiving his 
defperate fituation, refolved by a bold uep, to oblige 
•Veipafian, and accordingly feized upon the CapitoL . 
But he was premature in his attempt ; for the fol- 
diers of Vitellius attacked him with great fury, and 
prevailing by their numbers, foon laid that beautiful 
-building in alhes« During this dreadful conflagra- 
tion, Vitellius was feafting in the palace of Tiberius, . 
• and beholding all the horrors of the affault with 
{rreat fatisfaftion. Sabinus was taken prifoner, and < 
(hortly after executed by the emperor^s command. 
Young Domitian, his nephew, who was afterwards 
emperor, efcaped by flight, in the habit of a prieft, . 

and all the reft who furvived the fire were put to the 

fword. 

But this tranfient gleam of fuccefs ferved little to> 
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improre the affairs of Vitellius ; he Taioly fcnt mcf- 
fcnger after meflcnger, to bring Vefpafiao's generaly 
Antoniusy to a compofition : this commahclery how- 
ever, gave no anfwer co his requefls, but (bli cooti- 
nued his march towards Rome. Being arrived be- 
fore the walls of the city, the forces of Vitellius 
were refolved upon defending it to the utmoft extre* 
mity. It was attacked on three fides, with the ut- 
moil fury; while the army within, fallying upon. the 
befiegers, defended it with equal obmnicy. The 
battle laded a whole day, till at lad the befieged were 
driven into the city, and a dreadful fiaiighter made 
of them in all the dreets, which they vainly attempt- 
ed to defend. In tha mean time the citizeas fiood 
by, looking on as both fides fought ; and, as if they 
had been in a theatre, clapped their hands ; at one 
time encouraging one party, and again the other. 
As either turned their backs, the citizens would 
then fall upin them in their places of refuge^ and 
fo kill and plunder them without mercy. But 
what was dill more remarkable,, during thefe dreadful 
llaughtcrs, both within aad withont the city, the 
people would not be prevented from celebrating ooe 
of their mod riotous feads, called the Saturnalia ; io 
that at one time might have been feen a iicange mix- 
ture of mirth atrd.mifery, of cruelty and lewdnefs; 
in one place buryings and (laughters; in another, 
drunkennefs and fea((ing ; here dreams of- bloody 
and h°aps of mangled bodies; there lewd debaacher 
ries and ihamelefsdiumpets : in a word, all the hor- 
rors of a civil war, and all the hcentioufnefs of the 
mod abandoned fecurity 

During this complicated fcene of mifery, Vitellias^ 
who had been the caufe of all, retired privately to 
his wife's houfe, upon mount Aventine^ defigning 
that night to fly to ihe army commanded by his bro- 
ther at Terracina But, quite incapable, through 
fear, of forming any reloiution, he changed his mind,, 
and returned again to his palace, now void and de- 
foktc, all hisflaves.naw io\feVL\a%Vv\wv'v5xVx\tdiQrers,. 
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and purpofely avoiding his prefence. There, after 
wandering for fome time, quite difconfolatey and 
fearing the face of every creature he met, he hid 
hitnfelf in an obfcurc corner, from whence he was 
foon taken by. a party of the conquering foldiers. 
Still, however, willing to. add a few hours more to 
his miferable life# be begged to be kept in prifon till 
the arrival of Vefpafian at Rome, pretending that he 
had'fecrets of importance to difcover. But his in* 
treaties were vain : the foldiers binding his hands be- 
hind him, and throwing an halter round his neck, 
Jed him along half naked, into the public forum, up- 
braiding him as they proceeded, with all thofe bitter 
reproaches their malice could fuggeft, or his own 
cruelty could dcfcrve; They alfo tied his hair back- 
wards, as was ufual with the mod infamous malefac« 
tors, and held the point of a (word under his chin, 
to prevent his hiding his face from the public, borne 
ca(t dirt aud filth upon him as he paiTed, others 
flrock him with their hands; fome ridiculed the de- 
fers of his peiibn, his red fiery iace, and the enor- 
inous greatnefs of his belly. At length being come 
to the place of ponifhment, they killed him with ma- 
ny blows ; and then dragging the dead body through 
the (Ireets with an hook, they threw it, with all poC' 
fible ignominy, into the rivef Tiber. Such was the 
merited end of this brtnal emperor, in the fifty- 
feventh year of his age, after a fhort reign of eight 
months and five days ; io that Plutarch compares this 
emperor, and his two predecefTors, to the kings in 
tragedies, who jutt appear upon the Hage, and then 
are dedroyed. Vitelliiis feemed the only tyrant who 
entered upon his commarvd with ciuelty. Nero aad 
Caligula gave the beginnings of their reign tp mercy 
and jufbce^ but this monder was fird advanced for 
his vices, began his government with cruelty, conti« 
sued it with univerfalMeteilation^ a^d died to the far 
tis&dioo of allmaniuQd, . 



G\V.&.^. 
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CHAP. XI. 



Ve8pasian» the Tenth Empbror of Romb* 



V. 



V.C. 822. V ITELLIUS being now no more, rb 
A. D. 70. conquering army pursued their eoemie 
throughout the whole city, while neiihc 
houfes nor temples afforded refoge to the fugitivci 
The (Ireets and public places were all (Irewed wii 
dead, each nun lying flain where it wai his misfoi 
tune to be overtaken by his unmerciful purfuers. Bi 
not only the enemy fuffered in this manner, but man 
of the citizens, who were obioxious ro the foldicn 
were dragged fiom their houfes, and killed withoi 
any form of trial. The heat of their refeniment b< 
ing fomewhat abated, they next began to fcek k 
plunder; and under pretence of fcarching for th 
enemy, left no place without marks of their rage ( 
rapacity. Befides the foldiers, the lower rabble joir 
ed in thefc deteftabie outrages ; fomc of the bafe 
flaves came and difcovertd ihc riches of their roa 
lers ; fome were detedted by their ncareft frieodi 
the whole city was filled with out-cry and laments 
tion ; infomuch, that the former ravages of Otb 
and Vitcllius were now coniidered as (light evils i 
comparifon. 

At length, however, upon the arrival of Mutia 
rus, general to Vefpafian, thefc flaughters ceafcc 
and the (late began to wear the appearance of forme 
tranquillity. Vefpafian was declared emperor, b 
the unanimous confent, both of the fenatc and th 
army ; and dignified with all thofc titles, which do^ 
followed rather the power, Ihan the merit of thol 
who were appointed to govern. Mtfrengers wer 
dif|»atched to him into Egypt, deflring his return, an 
tedifying the utmod defu^e for his government. How 
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ever, the^winter being dangerous for facing, he de- 
ferred his voyage to a more convenient feafon. Per- 
hapSy alfo, the difTenfions in other parts of the em- 
pire retarded his return to Rome ; for Claudius Civi- 
lisy in Lower Germany, excited his countrymen to 
revolt, and deftroyed the Roman aarrifons, which 
were placed in different parts of that province. 
However, to give his rebellion an air of juftice, he 
caufed his army to fwear allegiance to Vefpallan, until 
he found himfelf in a condition to throw off the ^ 
inalk. When he thought himfelf fufficiently power- 
ful, he difclaimed all fubmiiEon to the Roman go- 
yernment ; and having overcome one or" two of the 
lieutenants of the empire, and being joined by fuch 
of the Romans, as refufed obedience to the new em- 
peror, he boldly advanced to give Cercalis, Vefpa- 
iian's general, battle. In the beginning of this en- 
gagement, he feemed fuccefsful, breaking the Roman 
legions, and putting their cavalry to flight. But at 
length, Cerealis, by his condudl, turned the fate of 
the day, and not only routed the enemy, bat took 
and deftroyed their camp. This engagement, howe- 
ver, was not decifive ; feveral others enfued with 
doubtful fuccefs. An accommodation, at length, de- 
termined what arms could not effedl. Civilis obtain- 
ed peace for his countrymen, and pardon for him- 
felf: for the Roman empire was, at this time, fo 
torn by its own divifions, that the barbarous nations 
around made incurfions with impunity, and were 
fare of obtaining peace, whenever they thought pro- 
per to demand it. 

During the time of thefe commotions in Germany, 
the S^rroatians, a barbarous nation to the north ea(l 
of the empire, fuddenly pafled the river Ifter, and 
marched into the Roman dominions with fuch cele- 
rity and fury, as to deftroy feveral garrifons, and an 
army under the commaj|d of Fonteius Agrippa. 
However, they were driven back with fome flaugb- 
ter, by Rubrius Gallus, VefpaGan's lieutenant, into 
thele nadre foreftsi where feveral axxtxu^\.^ 'v^x^: 
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made to confine them by garriront and fortSy placed 
along the confines of their country. But theie har- 
dy nations, having once found the way into the em- 
pire, never after d^fiOed from invading it upon every 
opportunity, till, at length, they over-ran and de* 
flroyed the glory of Rome. 

Vefpafian continued fomc months at Alexandria, 
in Egypt, where, it is faid, he cured a blind and a 
lame man by touching him. Before be fet out for 
Rome, he gave his (on Titus the command of tbe 
army that was to lay fiege to Jerufalcm ; while he 
hirafelf went forward, and was met many miles from 
Rome by all the fenate and near half the inhabitants; 
who gave the fincereft teflimonies of their joy, in 
having an emperor of fiich great and experienced 
virtues. Nor did he, in the leafl, difappoini their 
expedrations ; being equally a^Hduous in rewarding 
merit, and pardoning his adverfarus; in reforming 
the manners of the citi£ens, and fttting them tbe 
be(l example in his own. 

In the mean time, Titus carried on the waragainft 
the Jews with vigour. This obllinate and infatuated 
people had long rcTolvcd to nfil\ the fViman power, 
vainly hoping to find protei'tion fro'n Heaven, which 
their impieties had utterly offended ' heir own hif* 
torian reprcfents them, as arrived at the highefi pitch 
of iniquity ; while famines, eanhqu.ikes, and pro- 
digies) all confpired to forewarn their approaching 
ruin. Nor was it fufficient that heaven and earth 
£cemed combined againft them ; they had rhe moft 
bitter difTtnncns among themfclves, and were iplit 
into two parties, that robbed and deflioyed each 
other with impunity, ftill pillaging, and, at the fame 
time, boading their zeal for the religion of their an- 
ctftors. 

At the head of one of thtfe parties was an incen- 
diary, whofe nan)c was Iphn. This fanatic afFefled 
fovercign power, and filled the whole city of Jcru- 
i«iltm, and all the towcis around, with tumult and 
pillage. In a niori.time, a new fadion arofe^ headed 

by 
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by one Simoo, who gathering together multitades of 
robbers and murderers^ wh« had fled to the irtouo- 
tainsy attacked many cities and towns, and reduced 
all Idamea into his power, jerufalemy at lengthy 
became the theatre, in which thefe two dcmagogoet 
begao to exercife their mutual animofity ; John was 
poSefTed of the temple, while 8imon was admitted 
into the city ; both equally enraged againft each 
other, while Daughter and devafUtion followed their 
pretenfions. Thus did a city, formerly celebrated 
for peace aod unity, become the feat of tumult and 
coofufioD. 

ft was in this miferable fituation, that Titus came 
to fit down before it with his conquering army? and 
began his operations within about fix furlungs of 
the place. It was at the ftal( of the paiTo? er, whta 
the place was filled with an infinite multitude of peo- 
ple who had come from all parts, to ctlebrate that 
£reat folemnity, that Titus undertook to bfCege it. 
His prefence produced a temporar]^ reconciliation bc» 
tween the contending factions within 4 fo that they 
unaoimoufly refolved to oppofc the common enemy 
&r(t» and then decide their domtdic quarrels at 1 
more coofenieni feaion. Their firft fally, which was 
made with much fury and refolution, put the Ro- 
mans in great diforder, and obliged them to abandon 
their camp, and fly to the mountains. However, 
rallying . immediately after, the Jews were forced 
back into the city ; while 1 itus, in perfon, (hewed 
furprifing inftances of valour and condudl. 

'I hcfe advantages over the Romans only renewed 
in the befieged their defires of private vengeance. A 
fumqlt enfiied in the temple, in which feveral of 
both parties were ilain ; ard in this manner, upon 
every remiffion from without, the factions of John 
and iSimon, violently raging againfl each other, 
9igreed only in their refolution to defend the city 
againfl the Romans. 

Jerufalem was flrongly fortified by three walls on 
every fidc^ except where it was fenced by deep val- 

lies. 
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iies. Titus began by battering down the oatward 
wall, which* after roudl fatigue and danger, he ef- 
fcflcd ; all the time fliewiog the greateft clemency 
to the Jews, and ofFering them repeated alTurances of 
pardon. But this infatuated people refufed his prof- 
fered kindnefs with contempt, and imputed his -ho* 
inanity to his fears. Five days after, Titus, broke' 
through the fecond wall, and, thouoh driven back 
by the bcfieged, he recovered his ground, and made 
prtparatibns for battering the third wall, which was 
their lad defence. But fird he fcnt in Jofephus, 
their countryman, to exhort them to yield, who, 
iiGng all his eloquence to perfuade them, was only 
reviled with feoffs and reproaches. The fiege was 
row, therefore, carried on with greater vigour than 
before; feveral batteries for engines were raifed, 
•which were no fooner built than deftroyed by the 
enemy. At length, it was refolved in council, to 
furround the whole ciry with a trench, and thus pre- 
vent ^^J relief and fuccours from abroad. This, 
which was quickly executed, fecmcd i^o way to lati- 
mijatc the Jews. Though famine and pettilcnce, its 
neccfTary attendant, began now to raakq the mod 
horrid ravages within the walls, yet this defpcratc 
people ftill refolved to hold out 5 though obliged to 
live upon the raoft fcanty and onvvholefomc food, 
though a bufhel of corn was fold for fix hundred 
crowns, and the holes and ftwers were ranfacked for 
carcafes, that had long iince grown putrid, yet they 
were not to be moved. The famine raged atlaftto 
fuch an excefs, that a woman of diftin<aion in the 
city boiled her own child to eat it ; which horrid ac- 
count, when it came to the ears of Titus, he declar* 
ed that he would bury fo abominable a crime in the 
ruins of their date. He now, therefore, cut down 
all the woods within a coniiderablc diftance of the 
city, and caufing more batteries to be raifed, he, at 
length, battered down the wall, and in five days en- 
tered the citadel by force. 1 hus reduced to the very 
of ruifl; they ftlll deceived ihcrafclvcs with ab- 
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Tardand falfe expeAatioos^ while many ^Ife prophets 
deluded the inultitDde, declaring, they (hould foon 
hare a/nttance from God. The heat of the battle 
wu now; therefore, gathered round the inner wall 
of the temple, while the defendants dcfperatcly refifted 
from the top. Titos was willing to lave this beapti- 
ful (lru£bure ; bat a foldier caiUng a brand into fome 
^jacent build ingt, the Ere commanicated to the 
tem)>lCff and, notwithflanding the utmoll cndeavourt 
on both fides, the whole edifice was quickly coo- 
fumed. The fight of tliis in ruins cfTc^lually ferved 
to damp th^ ardour of the Jews. They now began 
to perceive, that Heaven had iorfakeo them, while 
their cries and lamentations echoed from the adjacent 
mountains. Even ihofe who were almod expiring, 
lifted op their dying eyes to bewail the lofs of their 
temple, which they valued more than life iifelf. 
The moft refolute, however, ftill endeavoured to de- 
fend the upper and ftrongcr part of the city, named 
Sion ; but Titus, with his battering engines, foon 
made himfelf entire mailer of the pJnf*. John and 
Simon were Uken from the yavilti whcrt they had 
ctTdCeai^d themfelves ; the former was condemned to 
perpetual imprifonment, and the latter referred to 
grace the conqueror's triumph. The greatefl part of 
the pcpulace were put to the fword, and the city was 
entirely razed by the plough ; fo that, according to 
our Saviour's prophefy, not one ftone remained uj>on 
another. Thus, after a ficge of fix months, this 
noble city was totally dedroyed, having flourifhed, 
under the peculiar protection of Heaven, above two 
thoufand years. The numbers who perifhed in this 
fiege, according to Jofephus, amounted to above a 
million of fouls, and the captives to almod an hun* 
dred thoufand. The temporal ftate of the Jews 
ended with their city ; while the wretched furvivors 
Were banifhed, fold, and difperfed into all parts of the 
world. 

His foldiers would have crowned Titus as con- 
queror ; but he modeftly refufed the honour, alleg- 
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ing, that he was only an inftrument in the hand of 
Heaven, that manife(tly declared its wrath againfl 
the Jews. At Rome, however, all mens moutiis 
were filled with the praifes of the conqaeror, wN(f 
had not only fhewed himfelf ao excellent general, 
but a courageous conabatant : his* return, therefore^ 
in triumph, which he did with his father, was mark- 
ed by all the magnificence and joy that was in tV* 
power of men to exprcfs. All things that were 
eftcemed raluahle or beautiful among mcHt were 
brought to adorn this great occafion. Among the 
rich fpoil?, were expoied vaft quantkves of gold, 
taken out of the temple ; but the boolc of their law 
was not the leafl remarkable amongft the magnificent 
profufion. This was the Ml time that ever Rx>me 
faw the father and the fon triumph together. A tri» 
vmphal arch was erected upon this occafion, on 
which were defcribed all the vi<5lories of Titus OTer 
the Jews, which remains almoft entire to this very 
day. Vefpafian likewife built a temple to Peace, 
wherein were depofjied moH of the Jewifh fpoils ; 
and having flow calmed all the commotions in every 
part of the empire, he (hut up the temj)le of Janut, 
which had been (»pen aboiK five or fix yeais. 

Vcfpafian having thus given fccurity and peace to 
the empire, lefolved to correal numberlefs abiifes, 
which had grown up under the tyranny of his prede- 
ccfr>rs. To effeA this with greater cafe, he joined 
Titos with him in ;he confulfhlp and tribunitial power ; 
an>1 in feme meafure, admitted him a partner in all 
thf bighed offices of ih€ ftatt. He began with re- 
ftrain'ng the licentioofncfs of the army, and forcing 
them b^rk lo the»r prilline difcipline. He ordered a 
young officer to be broke for being perfumed, dt- 
daring he had rarher he had flunk of garlic Some 
military mefTf.ijiers defiring money to buy fhoe», he 
ordered mem for the furure to perform their journiei 
baiefoot. He was not iefs ftri<5k with regard to the 
fcnators and the knights. He turned oat fuch at 
were a difgrace to their fiation, and fapplied their 
■" places 
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places with the mo/l worthy men he could find. He 
abridged the proreffes that h.id been carried to aa 
vnreafonable length in the courts of jullice.' He 
took care to re edify fuch parts of the city as had 
fuffcred in the late icoinmorions ; particularly the Ca- 
pitol* which had been lately burnt ; and which he 
now Tcdored to mor^ than foinier magnificence. He 
likewife built a famous am;;hithe<itre, the ruins of 
which are to this day an eridence of its ancient gran- 
deur. The other ruinous, cities of the empire alfb 
iliared his paternal care ; he improved fuch as were 
declining, adorned others, and buiU many anew. 
In fuch a^s as thefe, he paffcd a long reign of cle- 
mency and moderation ; to that it is faid, no man 
fnffered by an unjuft or a fe? ere decree, during his ad- 
miniflration 

Julius Sahinus feems to be the only p^fon who 
was treated with grc;itci rigour than was ufual with 
this emperor. Sabmus, as was jud mentioned before, 
was commander of a fmall army in Gaul, and had 
declared himfelf emperor, upon the dtath of Vitel- 
}ius.' However, his army was fhortly after overcome 
by VtTpalian's general, and he himlelf compelled to 
leek fafety by flight. He for fome time wandered 
through the Roman provinces, witKput being difco- 
vered ; but finding the purfuit every day become 
clofer, he was obliged to hide himfeif in a cave» in 
which he remained conceaK d for no lefs than nine 
years, attended all the time by his faithful wife F.p« 
ponina, who provided provifions for his fupport by 
day, and repaired to him by night. However, (he 
was at length difcovered in the jxrformance of this 
pious office, and Sabmus was taken prifoner, and 
carried to Rome. Several interceilions wrre made 
to the emperor in his behalf, Cpponina her felf appear- 
ing with her two children, and imploiing her huf- 
band'« pardon. However, neither her tears nor en- 
treaties could prevail ; Sabinus had been too dange- 
ross a rival for mercy ; fo that, though (he and her 
children were fpared, her huiband fiffered by the ex- 
eeuttoiier. 
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But this/eems to be the only inftaoce in which be 
refeoted pad offences. He caufed the daughter of 
Vitelliusy his ayowed enemy, to be married into a 
noble family, and he himfelf provided her a fuitable 
fortune. 

One of Nero^s fervants coming to beg for pardon 
for having once rudely thrud him out of the palace, 
and infulting him when in ofHce, Vefpafian only took 
his revenge by ferving him juil in the fame manner. 
When any plots or confpiracies were formed againft 
him, he difdained to punifh the guilty, faying. That 
they deferred rather his contempt for their ignorance, 
than his refentment ; as they feemed to envy him a 
dignity of which he daily experienced the uneaOnefs.' 
When he was fcrioufly advifed to beware of Metius 
Pompofianus, againft whom there was ftrong caufc 
of fufpicion, he raifed him to the dignity of confui ; 
adding, That the time will come when he rouii be 
fenfible of fo great a benefit. 

His liberality towards the encouragement of arts 
and learning, was not lefs than his clemency. He 
fettled a condanc faiary of an hundred thoufand fef- 
terces upon the teachers of rhetoric. He-was par- 
ticularly favourable to Jofephus, the Jewifli hiflorian* 
Qiin(Elilian, the orator, and Pliny, the naturalifl, 
flourifhed in his reign, and were highly eftcemed by 
the emperor. He was no lefs an encourager of all 
other excellencies in art ; and invited the greateft 
maimers and artificers from all parts of the world, 
making them confiderable prefcnts, as he found oc- 
cafion. 

Yet all his numerous a6ls of generofity and mag- 
nificence could not preferve his character from the 
imputation of rapacity and avarice. He revived ma- 
ny obfolete methods of taxation ; and even bought 
and fold commodities himfelf, in order to encreafe 
his fortune. He is charged with advancing the mofl 
avaricious governors to the provinces, in order to 
fhare their plunder on their return to Rome. He de- 
Icended to fomc very unufa^A wvd dvftioQourable ira- 
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Ab^ even to the layiog a tax upon unoe. Whea 
s fbn Titus rcmonftrated on the meanoefs of fuch 
taXf Vefpaiian taking a piece of money, demanded 

the fmell offended him ; and then added, that this 
tf money was produced by urine. But the avarice of 
iltces is generally a virtue when their own expences 
e but few. The exchequer, when Vefpafian came 
- the throne, was fo much exhaufted, that he in- 
rmed the fenate that it would require a fupply of 
rec hundred millions (of our money) to re-eflabltfh 
e commonwealth. This nccefliiy mufl naturally 
oduce more numerous and heairy taxations than the 
Qj^re had hitherto experieiced ; but while the pro- 
Bces were thus obliged to contribute to the fupport 
' his power, he took every precaution to provide 
r their fafety ; fo that we find but two Infurredions 
1 this reign. 

Id the fourth year of his reign, Aniiochus, king 
r Comagena, holding a private correfpondence with 
le Parthians, the declared enemies of Rome, was 
ken prifooer in Cilicia-, by Pectus, the governor, 
id fent bound to Rome. But Vefpafian generoufly 
•evented all ill treatment towards him, by giving 
im a relidence at Lacedasmon, and allowing him a 
avenue fuiiable to his dignity. 

About the fame time alfo, the Alani, a 
irbarous people, inhabiting along the ri- U. C. 
cr Tanais, abandoned their barren wilds, A. D. 73. 
ad invaded the kingdom of Media. From 
lence, palling like a torrent into Armenia, after 
reat ravages, they overthrew Tiridates the king of 
lat country, with prodigious (laughter. Titus was 
t length fent to chafHfe their infolence, and relieve a 
ing that was in alliance with Rome. However, the 
arbarians retired at the approach of the Roman ar- 
ly, loaded with plunder; being in fome meafure 
ompelled to wait a more favourable opportunity of 
snewing their irruptions. 

Thefe incurfions, however, were but a tranfient 
:orm, the effects of which were foon repaired by the 
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emperor's moderation and affiduity. We are told» 
that he new formed and e(labli(hed a thoofand na- 
tions, which had fcarcely before amounted to two 
hundred. No provinces in the empire lay out of his 
Tiew and prote6lion. He had, during his whole 
reign, a particular regard to Britaia; his generals, 
Petilus Cerealis, and Julius Frontinus, brought the 
greated part nf the ifland into fubjeftion ; and Agri- 
cola, who fucceeded loon after, completed what thej 
had begun. 

Such long and uninterrupted fuccefs no way en- 
creafed this emperor's vanity. He ever feemed avcrfe 
to thofe fwelling titles which the fenate and people 
were constantly offering him. When the king of 
Parthia, in one of his Tetters, ftiled himfelf king of 
kings, Vefpafian, in his anfwer, only called hirofelf 
fimply Flavius Vefpafian. He was fo far from at- 
tempting to hide the meannefs of his original, that be 
frequently mentioned it in company ; and when fome 
flatterers were for deriving his pedigre« from Hercn- 
les, he defpifed and derided the meannefs of their 
aduUiion. In this manner, having reigned ten years, 
loved by his fubjcifls, and deferving their affedtion, 
he was furprifed by an indifpofition at Campania, 
which he at once declared would be fatal, crying 
out, in the fpirit of Paganifm, *^ Methinks I am go- 
ing to be a God." Removing from thence to the 
city, and afterwards to a country feat near Reate, he 
was there taken with a flux, which brought him to 
the lait extremity. However, perceiving his end ap- 
proach, and jud going to expire, he cried out, that 
an emperor ought to die (landing ; wherefore, raiGng 
himfelf upon his feet, he expired in the hands of 
thofe that fufUined him. 

«« He was a man," fays Pliny, ** in whom power 
** made no alteration, except in gif ing him the oppor- 
** lunity of doing good equal to his will;*' He was 
the fecond Roman emperor that died a natural death ; 
and he was peaceably fucceeded by Titus his Ton. 

"•^L CHAP. 



ENtPIRf: or ROME, 193 
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Titus, the Eleventh Emperor of Rome. 



A ITUS being Joyfully recciTed tstJ.C.gja* 
emperor, notwithftancling a flight oppofjtion A. D. 79. 
from hit brother Domitiaa, who mainraiocd 
that he himfelf was appointed, and that Titus had 
falCfied the will, began his reign with the pra^ice of 
every Virtue that became an emperor and a man. 
During the life, of his father, there had been many 
imputations againft him, both for cruelty, lufl, and 
prodigality ; but upon his exaltation to the throne^ 
De feemcd entirely to take leave of his former vices, 
and became an example of the grcatefi moderation 
and humanity. His firft ftep towards gaining the 
affcftions of his fubjcdls, was his moderating his pa(R- 
ons, and bridling his (Iroog inclinations. He had long 
loved Berenice, fifler to Agrippa, king of Judsca, a 
woman of the greateft beauty, and refined aJJurements. 
But knowing that the connc^lion with her was entirely 
difagreeable to the people of Rome, he gained a viflo^y 
over his afFe<5lions, andfent her away, notwithftanding 
their mutual pafllbn, and the many arts (he ufed to ^^' 
doce him to change his rtfolulions. He next difcard- 
cd aJi thofe, who had been the former minillers of 1^»» 
pleafarcs, and forbore to countenance the companions 
of his loofcr recreations, though he had formerly ^^"J^l 
great pains in the fele<5lion This moderation, adoea 
to his juttice and generofity procarcd him the lore of 
allgCiod men, and the appellation of the Delight of 
Mankind ; which all his anions feemed calculated to 

Vol. TI. *^ 
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As lie came to the throne with all the advanttge of 
'his fathers popularity, he was refblved to ufe every 
method to cncreafe it. He. therefore, took particular 
care to punifh all infonnersy falfe witDeffes, and pro- 
moters of diflenfion. Thofe wretches, who had their 
rife in the liceotioofners and impunity of former reigns» 
were now become fo numerous* that their crimes call- 
ed loudly for punifhmeat. Of thefe, therefore, he 
daily made public examples ; condemning them to be 
fcourged in the mod public ftreets ; next to be dragged 
through the theatre, and then to be bani(hed to the 
uninhabited parts of the empire, and fold as flares. 
He exhibited alfb many fhews, which were Tery 
fumptuous and magni6ceDt. He, in one day,* canfed 
fire thoufaod wild beads to be baited in thie amphi' 
theatre, for the entertainment of the people. Thefe 
public rejoicings were continued for an hundred days 
together; during which he permitted the people to 
dictate the manner in which they ifaould choofe to be 
entertained. His courtefy and readinefs to do good, 
have been celebrated eren by Chriftian writers ; his 
principal rule being, never to fend any petitioner dif* 
latisfied away. One night, recolleding that he had 
done nothing beneficial to mankind the day preceding, 
he cried oot, among his friends, ** 1 have loft a day.** 
A fentence too remarkable not to be univerfally 
known. 

He was fo tender of the lives of his fubjeds, that he 
took upon him the office of pontifex maximus, or high 
pricft, to keep his hands undefiled with blood. He 
10 little regarded fuch as cenfured or abnfed him, that 
he was heard to fay, ^ When I do nothing worthy of 
** cenfure, why fhould I be difpleafed at it V* He was 
even heard to a/Hrm, that he had rather die himielf 
than put another to death. Learning that two noble- 
men had confpired againft him, he readily forgave 
them, and the next day placing them next himfelf in 
the theatre, he put the fwords with which the gladia- 
•tors fought into their hands, demanding their Judg- 
k.4DeJ7tand approbation, whether they were of fafEcieot 
1 €xQrtnels. 
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Siortnefs. He pardoned his brother DomitiaD in the 
fame manner, who had a^ually prepared all things 
for an open rebellion. 

In this reign, an eruption of mount Vefuvius did 
>confiderabIe damage, overwhelming many towns, and 
fending its afhes into countries more than an hundred 
miles didance. Upon this memorable occafion, Pliny 
the naturalifl Joil his life ; for being impelled by too 
eager a curiofity to obferve the eruption, he was fuF- 
foctted in the flames. There happened alfo about this 
time a fire at Rome, which continued three days and 
nights fucceflively, which was followed by a plague, 
in which ten thoufand men were buried in a day. 
I'he emperor, however, did all that. lay in bis power 
to repair the damage (uflained by the ))ublic; andt 
with re(pe6t to the city, declared that he would take 
the whole lofs of it upon himfelf. 

Thefe difaflers were, in feme mcafure, counterba- 
lanced by the fuccefles in Britain, under Agricola. 
This excellent general having been fent into that 
country, towards the laiter end of Vcfpafian'i reign, 
fhewed himfelf equally expert in t)ueiiing the refri^- 
tory, and civilizing thofe wHo had formerly fubitiitted 
to the Roman power. The Ordovices, 6r inhabitants 
of North Wales, were the firft thai were fubdued. 
He then made a defcent upon Men'a, or the ifland of 
Anglefey, which furrendered at difcrction. Having 
thus rendered himfelf mafter of the whole country, 
he took every method to reflore difcipline to his owni 
trmy, and to introduce fome (hare of poliientfs 
among thofe whom he had conquered. He exhorted 
them, both by advice and example, to Uuild temples, 
theatres, and flately hocrfes.. He caufed the fons of 
the nobility to be intruded in the liberat arts ; he had 
them taught the Latin language, and induced (hem t© 
imitate the Roman modes of dreffing and living. 
Thus, by degrees, this barbarous people began to 
aflumc the luxurious manner of their copquerors, and 
in fome time, even outdo them, in all the refinements 
of fenfual pleafure. For the fucccfs in Britain, Titus 
wie falutcd emperor the fifcectiih u\t\c \ bvkvVtt ^A 
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not If.i^ furvive his honours, being furprifed by t 
violtni fever at a little difUncc from Rome. Per- 
ccivn'jj his death to approach, he declared, that, dur- 
ing the \yhole courfe of his life, he knew but of one 
, action which he repented of; but that adlion he did 
Tiot think proper i ) xpre(5. Shortly after he died 

inot vyiihout lu'.Mrn n of treachery from his brother 
)onTitiah, who Ml long wi(hed to govern), in the 
forty-fiifl year ('F his agtf, haying reigned two years 
two moDihs and twenty days. . 



CHAP. XIII. 



DoMiTUNy the Twelfth Emperor of Rome. 

tj. C, 834, A H F love which all ranks of people 
A. p ,Bi. bore to Titiis, facilitated the ele^ion of 
his brother Domitian, notwithdanding 
the III opinion many had already conceived of him. 
His ambition was already but too well known, and 
bis pride foon appeared upon his coming to the throne ; 
having been heard to declare, that he had given the 
empire to "his father and brother, and now received 
it again as his due. 

'1 he beginning of his reign was univerfally accept- 
able to the people, as he appeared equally remarkable 
for his clemency, liberality and juftice. He carried 
bis abhorrence of cruelty fo far, as at one time to 
forbid the facrificing of oxen His liberality was fuch 
that he would not accept of the legacies that were left 
him by fuch as had children of their own. His juftice 
was fuch, that he would fit whole days and reverfc 
the partial fentences of the ordinary judges. He ap- 
•-'-rcd very careful and liberal in repairing the libra- 
vbich had been barnt ; and recovering copies of 
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fiich books as had been loft, fending pur;.orcIy to 
Alexandria to tranfcribe and corrcd ilitm. 

But be foon began to (hew the natuial dcfoiinity of 
bis mind. Inflead of cultivating liter.iturc, ;!s his fa- 
ther and brother had done, he negle^c:! <.I1 i;:riils:()f 
ftudy, addiding himfelf wholly to iiicancr |.urfuit5, 
particularly archery and gaming. He w^s !o \ery 
expert an archer, that he would frequently CAufc one 
of his flaves to Aand at a great ditlance, with iiis hand 
fpread as a mark, and woukt (hoot his ariow^ with 
fuch exa^nefs, as to (lick them all between his tin* 
CTS, He infliruicd three forts of Cornells to l)vi ob- 
"erved every five years ; in mufic, hoifemanihip and. 
vrefHing; but at the fane time hehauiihcdall pitilo- 
fophers and mathematicians- from Rome. Na em- 
peror before him entertained tiie people with fuch va« 
rious and expendve (hows. During thcfe diverfjons 
he didribated great rewards, fitting as prefident him- 
felf, adorned with a purple robe and crown, with the 
priefts of Jupiter, and the college of Flavian priefls 
about biro« The meannefs of his occupations in foli^ 
tude, were a juft cobtraft to bis exhibitipns in public 
oftentatioQ. He ufually fpent his hours x)f ret i reagent 
in catching 'flies, and (licking them through with a 
bodkin ; to that one of his fervaots being .Mked, if 
the emperor was alone ; heanfwered, that he. had not 
fo much as a fly to bear him company. 

His vices (eemed every day to incrcafe with the 
duration of his reign ; and as, lie thus became more 
odious to his people, all ^their murmprs only ferved 
to add (Irength to his fufpicions,. and malice to his 
cruelty. His ungrateful treatment of Agricola feem* 
ed the (irfi fymptom of his natural malevolence. 
Domitian was always particularly fond of obtaining a 
military reputation, and therefoie jealous of it in 
others. He had marched iome time before into 
Gaul upon a pretended expedition, againft the Cjatti, 
a people of Germany ; and, without ever feeing the 
enemy, rcfolved to have the honour of a triumph 
upon his return to Rome. For that purpofe he pur- 
chafed a number of flaves,. whom he dreffed in Ger- 
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man habits, and at the head of this miferable procef- 
(lon entered the city apnidft the apparent acclamations 
and concealed contempt of all his fobjeds. The 
ittccefles ihciefore of Agiicoh in Britain, affc6led him 
with an extreme degree of envy. This admirable 
general, who is fcarce mentioned by any other writer 
except Tacitus, purfued the advantages which he bad 
already obtained. He fubdaed the Caledonians, and 
OTercame Galgacus, the BritiHi chief, at the head of 
thirty ihoufand men, and afterwards fending out a 
fleet to fcour the coafl, fird difcovered Great- Britain 
to be an ifland He Itkewife difcoTered and fubdaed 
the Orkneys, and thus reduced the whole into a civi- 
lized province of the Roman empire. When theac- 
toant of thefe fuccciTes was brought to Domitiao, be 
received it with a feeming pleafure, but real uoeafinefs. 
He thought Agricola's riling reputation a reproach 
upon his own ina^ivity ; and, in (lead of attempt* 
tng to emulate, he refolved to fupprefs the merit of 
his fervices. He ordered him therefore the external 
n^arks of his approbation, and took care that triumph- 
ant ornaments, ftatues and other honours fliou Id be 
decreed him } but at the fame time he removed hini 
from his command, under a pretence of *appoioting 
him to the government of Syria. By thefe meaDs, 
Agricota furrendered up his province to SaHuflius 
Lucullus, but foon found that Syria was other wife 
difpofed of Upon his return to Rome, which was 
privately and by night, he was coolly received by tbe 
emperor ; and dying fome time after ia retirement, it 
wks fuppofed by fome, that his end was hadened by 
Domitian'^ diredioo. 

'Doraitian foon after found the want of Co experi- 
enced a commander, in the many irruptions of the 
barbaroQs nations that furrounded the empite. The 
Sarmatians in Europe, joined with thofe of Afia, 
made a formidable invafion, at once deftroying a 
whole legion, and a general of the Romans. The 
^^dans, under the condufl of Decebalus their king, 
^^l^an irruption, and overthrew the Romans in fe- 
\ eogagemeoti. Tbe couteft^ now ii^te not 
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fer tHe limits of the empire and the banks of the 
Danube, but the provinces themfelves* were in danger. 
LofTes were followed by Joffes,; fo that every feafon 
became memorable for fome lemarkable overthrow. 
At lad, however,, the flate making a vigorous exer- 
tion of its internal power, the barbarians were repelled, 
partly by force, and partly by the aflidance of money, 
which only ferved to enable them to make future in- 
TaGons to greattr advantage. Rut in whatever man- 
ner the enemy might have been repelled, Domitian 
vas refolved not to ]o(e the honour of a triumph. H« 
returned in great fpiendor to Rome, and, not conteot- 
«d with thus triumphing twice without a -vi^ory, he 
refolved to take th'e'furname of Germfinicus, for hii 
conqueft; over a people with whom he never con* 
tended^ ; 

Id proportion as the ridicule encreafed againft him, 
Ui pride feemed every day to demand greater homage. 
He would permit his Hatues to be made only of gold 
and filver ; he aiTumed to himfelf divine honours, and 
ordered that all lueif (hould treat him yvith the fame 
appellations whiqh tbey gave to the divinity. His 
cruelty was not behind his arrogance ; he'caufed num- 
bers of the mod illuflrious fenators and others to be 
put to death upon the mod trifling pretences. One 
JEWus Lama was condemned and executed only foe 
jelling, though there was neither novelty nor poig* 
nancy in his humour. Cocceanus was murdered only 
for celebrating the nativity of Otho. PompofJanos 
fhared the fame fate, becaufe it was foretold by an 
aflrologer that he (hould be emperor. Sdliu(liu3 Lu- 
cullus, his lieutenant in Britain, was dedroyed only 
for having given his own name to a new furt of launces 
of his own mvention. Junicus Rudicus died fur pub- 
Hfhing a book, in which he commended Thrafea and 
Prifcus, two philofophers, who oppofed Vefpafian'i 
coming to the thione. 

Such cruelties as thefe, that feem almod without a 
aioiive, mud have confequentiy produced rebellion. 
Lucius Antonius, governor 10 upper Germany, know*- 
iog how much the emperor, wai deictled ?L\\xQXftt> \^« 
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folved upon flriking for the throne, andaccordlagly 
affamed the cnligns of imperial digoity. As he was 
at the head of a formid.ibJe army, his fuccefs remain- 
ed Jon^ doubtful ; but a fudden overflowing of \hc 
Rhine dividing his army» hz was fet upon at that junc- 
ture by Nor bin as, the emperor's general, and to- 
tjlly routed. The news of this victory, we are told, 
was brought to Rome, by fupcrnaiural means, on the 
fame day that the battle was foBght. Domitian's fe- 
voriry was greatly encrtrafed by this fliccefs of (hort 
dur ttion. In order to difcover thole who were ac- 
co^)p!lce•5 with the adverfe party,, he invented new 
toiturts, fometime^'Viutting (^flr. the hands, at ether 
tln.tf^ ;hru!h'rjj fire into the prijvifiis fcf the. people 
whorti lie fulpe;*ted of being hils fenemies. During 
ihefe feverities he aggravated theii^Ju'iltby hypocrif)-, 
never pronouncing Sentence without a preamble full of 
genilenefs and mercy. The night before he crucified 
the comptroller of his houfehoJd, he treated him with 
the moft fesming friendihip, and ordered him a difh 
of meat from 1-is owri table. Ha carried Aretinut 
Clemens with him in his own litt/sr tlie day' he had 
concluded upon his death He was particularly ter- 
rible to the fenate and nobility, the whole bady of 
whom he frequently threatened to extirpate entirely. 
At one time, he futrcunded the fenate houfc with 
his troops, to the great conilernation of the fenators. 
At another, he refolved to amufe himfelf with their 
terrors in a diiTerent. manner. Hriving invited them 
to a public enicrtaiAmem, he received them ail very 
. formally at the entrance of his palace, and conducfled 
them into a fpacious hall, hung round wiih'bl.'.ck, and 
illuminated by a f-ew melancholy lairp?,' that diffiftd 
light, only fufficient to fhew the horrors of the place. 
Ail around were to be feen nothing but coifins, wiih 
the names of each of the fenators written upon thtm, 
together with other objc(51s of terror and inilrumenrs 
of execution. V/hile the company btjitld all ihefe 
preparations vju^^ filent agony, fcveral m^n, having 
^heir bodies blackened, each with a drawn fword in 
^khandi and a flattilo^ torch in the other, entered 
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the hall, and danced round them. After fbme timvv 
when the guefls cxpeftcd nothing I efs than the moit 
inflant death, wtll knowing Domitian's caprieions 
cruelty, the doors were fet open, and one of the fer- 
vants came to inform them, that the emperor gave- 
all the company leave to withdraw. 

Thefe cruelties were rendered (fill more odious by 
hit luft and avarice. Frequently after prefiding at an 
execution, he would retire with the lewdeft profHtutes, 
and ufe the fame baths which they did. His avarice, 
which was the confcquence of his profufion, had no 
bounds* He feized upon the e(iates of all, againfl 
whom he could find the fmalleft pretences; the moft 
trifling. a^ion, or word, againft the majefby of the 
prince, was fufficient to ruin the pofTtfror. He parti- 
cularly cxafted large fums from the rich Jews, who 
eveiT then began to pra<5life the arts of peculation, for 
which they are at prefent fo rematluble. He was ex- 
cited againft them, not only by avarice, but byjea*. 
Joufy. A prophecy had been long current in the 
Eaft, that a perfon from the lineof David.fliouldrul* 
the world. Whereupon, this fufpicious tyrant, will- 
ing to evade the predi^ion, commanded ail the Jews 
of the lineage of David, to be diligently fought out, 
and put to death. Two'Chriltians, gcandfons of \Sri» 
J ode the Apoftle^ of ^ that liQe,,wcreibrougti hefore^ 
Lim ; but finding them poor, and no ti'Jiy ambitious 
of temporal power, he difmi{rcd thert^ confi.teiing 
them as obje^s too mean for his jealorify. However, 
his perfection of t!ie Chriftiaris was more ferere than 
that of any of his prcdecefTors By Tiis letters and 
edi«5ts they, were banifhtd in fiveral patts of the em- 
pire, and put to death with all the toiiuies of ingeni- 
ous cruelty. 'J'he predi».'tions of the Chaldeans and 
afhologers alfo, concerning his death, gave him vio- 
lent apprehenlions, and kept him in 'he ir.oll torment- 
ing dilquictude. As ht a; preached towards the end 
of his reign, he would permit no criminal, or piifo- 
ner, . to be bro'.iolit into his prcfence, til] they were 
bound in fjch a manner, as toi^c incapable of inj^jrirg 
him, and he geocjally fccurcd ihcir cluins ip Wis-^\M^- 
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hands. His jeafoufies encreafed to that degree, that 
hO' ordered the gallery in which he walked, to be fee 
round with x pellucid (lone, which feryed as a mirror 
to' reflet the perfons of all fuch as approached him 
from behind. Every omen and prodigy gave him frefh 
anxiety. Afcleterlon, the aftrologer, was brought 
before him, for publifhing prediflions of his death. 
As he did not attempt to deny the charge, the empe- 
ror demanded, if he knew his own fortune ? To 
which the aflrologer replied, that he (hould be devonr-^ 
ed by dogs. Upon which, Domitian immediately 
ordered him to be (lain, and to fruftrate his predidion, 
to be burnt immediately after But we are told, thar» 
while he was executing, a furious temped arofe, 
which blew down the body, and difperfed the execu- 
tioners ; and, in the mean time, the body was devour- 
ed by dogs, as the aflrologer had foretold. An acci- 
dent like this was a fufHcier^t pretext for the death of 
hundreds. The lafl part of the tyrant's reign was 
more infupportable than any of the preceding. Nero 
exercifed hjs cruelties without being a fpedlator ; but 
a principal part of the Roman miferies, during this 
reign, was to fee and be feen ; to behold the flern air 
^nd fiery vifage of the tyrant, which he had armed 
againd blufhin^ by continued intemperance, dirediog 
the tortures, anjd malicioufly pleafed with adding poig* 
nance to every agony. 

But a period was foon to be put to this monfter's^ 
cruelty. Rome had now, by horrid experience, learor 
cd the art of ridding herfelf of her tyrants. Among 
the number of thoic whom he at once carefled and 
fufpedlcd, was his wife Domitia. whom he had taken 
from iElius Lama, her former hu(band. This woman, 
however, was become obnoxious to him, for having 
placed her afFe<5lions upon one Paris, a player ; and he 
refolyed to difj^atch her, with fcveral others that he 
either hated or fufpecfled. It was* the iyrant*s method 
to put down the names of all fuch as he intended to 
deftroy in h's tablets, which he kept about him with 
great circumfpedion. Domitia, fortunately happening 
ID gtvn fight of thtm^ was ftruck at finding her own 



EMPIRE OF ROME. aoj 

name io the catalogue of thofe fated to deftradlioo. 
She (hewed the fatal lifl to NorbaDut aod Petroniutt 
pr^eds of the HrflBtorian bandsi who found them* 
fekes fet down ; as likewife to Stephanus, the comp- 
troller of the houfhold,. who came into the confpiracy. 
with alacrity. Partheniu^ alfo, the c|^ef chamber laioy 
was of the number ; and thefe, after many confulta- 
tionsy determined on the firfl opportunitv, to pat 
their defign in execution; and, at length, fixed upon 
the eighteenth day of September, for the completion 
of their great attempt. Domitian^ whofe death was 
every day foretold by the adrologers* who, of coo* 
feqaence, mud at lafV be right m their predidlionst 
was in fome meafure apprehenfive of that particular- 
day ; and as he had been ever timorous^ fo he was 
now more particularly upon his guard He had for- 
fbme time before fectudcd himitlf in the mod fecret 
receffes of his palace, and at midnight was fo affright- 
ed as to leap out of his bed, enquiring of his attend- 
ants what hour of the night it was. Upon their hKt" 
ly aiTuring him that it was an hour later than that 
which he was taught to apprehend, quite tianfported, 
as if all danger was pa(t^ he prepared to go to tha 
bath. Jufl then,. Petronius his chamberlain came to 
inform him^ that btephanus,. the comptroller of the 
houfhold, dedred tp fpeak to him, upon an a^air o& 
the ut mod importance The emperor having given 
orders, that his attendants (hould retire, Stephanus 
entered with his hand in a fcarf, which he had worn 
thus for foTie days, the better to coaceal a dagger, tt 
none were permitted to approach the emperor except 
unarmed.. He began by giving information of a pre- 
tended confpiracy, and exhibited a paper, in which 
the particulars were fpecified. While Domitian was 
reading the contents with an eager curiofity, Stepha- 
nus drew his dagger, and flruck him in the groin. 
Tht wound not being mortal, Domitian caught hold 
of the aiTadin, and threw him upon the ground, call- 
ing put for aTiflance. He demanded alfo his fword» . 
that was ufualiy placed undc r his pillow, and a boy 
who. attended io the apactioent, running to fetch it», 
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found only the fcabbard, .for Parthenius had previ- 
oufly removed the blade. The ftruggle. with Stepha- 
nus (lill continued : Domitian flill kept him under^ 
and at one time attempted to wreft the dagger from his 
hand, at another to tear out his eyes with his fingers. 
But Parthenius, with his freedman, a gladiator, and 
twofubaltern ofliftrs, now coming in, ran all furioufly 
upon the emperor, and difpatched him with feven 
wounds. In the mean time, fome of the officers of the 
guard being alarmed, came to his aiTif^ance, hot too 
late to fave him ; however they flew Stephanus on the 
fpot. . 

It is almoft incredible what fome writers relate con- 
cerning ApolIoniusTyanaeus, who was then at Ephefus. 
This perfon, whom fome call a magician, and fome a 
phiiofopher, but who more properly was nothing more 
than an impoflor, was, juft at the minute in which 
Domitian was (lain, ledluring in one of the public 
gardens of the city. But flopping (hort, all of a 
fudden he cried out, " Courage, Stephanus, (Irike the 
«* tyrant." And then after a paufe, ** rejoice, my 
•* friends, the tyrant clies this day. This day do I 
** fay ? The very moment in which I kept Clence he 
** fufFered for his crimes.'* 

However, the death of fuch a monfler fcemed to 
produce more preternatwral difturbances, and more 
predi<5tions than it deferred. The truth feems to be,, 
that a btlief in omens and prodigies was again be- 
coming prevalent ; the people were again relapfing 
into priftine barbarity; an age of ignorance is evct 
the proper foil for an harveft of impofliure. 
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CHAP- XIV. 

Nerva, the Thirteenth Emperor of Rome. 

W HEN it was publfcIyknownthatDo- U.C. 849. 
mitian was flain, the joy of the fenate was fo A. D. 96. 
great} that being affembled with the utmod 
hade, they began to load his memory with every re- 
proach. His ftatues ^ were commanded to be taken 
down ; and a decree was made, that all his infcripti- 
ODS (hould be^rafedy his name firuck out of the regi- 
ftcrs of fame» and his funeral omitted. The people,^ 
who DOW took little part in the affairs of goyernment, 
t looked on hisdeath with indifference; the fpldiers 
alone, whom he had loaded with favours, ^d enrich- 
cd by largefTes,. fincerely regretted their benefador. 

The fenate, therefore, refolved to provide a fuccef- 
fcr, before the army could have an opportunity of tak- 
ing the appointment upon themfelves :. and Cocceius 
Nerva was chofen to the empire the very day on which 
the tyrant was fikin. 

Nerva was of an illuftrious family, as moft fay, by 
birth a Spaniard, and above forty-five years old when 
he was called to the throne. He was at that time, 
the mod remarkable man in Rome for his virtues, 
moderation, and refpe<^ to the laws ; and he owed his 
exaltation to the blanielefs condu<5l of his former life. 
When the fenate went to pay him their fubmifEons, 
he received them with his accuflomed humility, while 
Arius Antonius, his' moft intimate friend, having 
embraced him with great familiarity, addrcfled him 
in a language very different from what former empe- 
rors were accuftomed to hear, ** I come," cried he, 
*« with others to congratulate, not your good fortune, 
** but that of the Roman empire. You have long 
^ efcaped the malice of your enemies> and the cruel- 

4« ^^ 
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<< ty of tyrants. Now, at the dcclioe of life, to be 
** plnoged into new troubles, and Airrounding dan- 
** gersy to be expofed, not only to the hatred of ene- 
<< mies, but to the dangerous requefts of fi-ieodfbip» 
<* is not a ftate to be wifhed for ; your enemies wilt 
*' naturally enyy ;. and your friends, prefumiofl; upon 
<< your former favour, if their fuirs be denied, will 
•* become enemies ; fo that, you mud either injure 
'* the public, or lofe their favour/' Such candid 
advice was received with proper gratitude ; and, in* 
deed, no emperor Teemed to want fuch adrice more 
than he ; as the ea(y indulgence of his difpofitioa. 
made him the prey of his inlidioos courtiers. 

However, an excefs of indulgence and .humanity 
were faults that Rome could eahly pardon, after the 
cruelties of fuch an emperor as Domitian Being loig 
accufbmed to tyranny, they regarded Nerra's gentle 
reign with rapture, and even gave his imbeciility the 
name of benevolence. Upon coming to the rhrose, 
he folemnly fwore that no fenator of Rome fhould be 
put to death by his command during his reign, though 
they gave ever fo ju(l a caufe. This oath he (6 religU 
oufly obferved, that when two fenators had confpired 
his death, he ufed no kind of (everity agaioll them ; 
but fending for them, to let them fee ne was not igno- 
rant of their deGgns, he carried them with him to the 
public theatre: tftere prefenting each with a dagger, 
he dcfired them to ftrike, as he was determined not to 
ward off the blow. Such ads of clemency appeared 
to the multitude as virtues ; but others (aw them in a 
different light, and confidered them as encourage- 
ments to diffolutenefs. One of the principal men in 
Rome was heard to declare, that it was indetd a mi& 
fortune to live under a prince who coofldered inno- 
cence as a crime ; but a greater ((ill, under one who 
regarded crimes as innocent! Having one night in- 
vited Veiento, one of Domitian's mofl vicious fa- 
vourites, to fupper, the converfation ran upon the 
vices of Catullus MefTalinus, whofe memory was de- 
telled for his cruelties during the former reign. As 

each: 
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each of the guefts mentioned him with horror, Nerva 
was induced^ to afk one Mauricus» who fat at table, 
^ What do you think, Mauricus, would become of 
** fach a man now i" ** I think,*' replied Mauricns^' 
pointing to Veiento, ** that he would have been in* 
** vited with os to (upper. " 

However true fuch (arcafms might have been, Ner- 
Ta bore them with the utmofl good humour ; ever de* 
(irous of being rather loved than feared by his fub- 
jeAs. He conferred great favours, and beftowed 
large gifts, upon his particular friends. His liberali- 
ty was (b extenfive, that, upon his firft promotion to 
the empire, he was- cooflramed to (ell his gold and 
filver plate, with his other rich moveables, ta enable 
him to continue his liberalities. He releafed the ci- 
ties of the empire, from many fevere impolitions, 
which had been laid upon them by Vefpafian ; he 
took off a rigorous tribute, which had been laid upon 
carriages, and reflored thofe to their property who 
had been unjuflly difpoffeffed by Domitian. 

During his fhort reign, be made feveral good laws*. 
He particiiilarly prohibited the caftration of male chil* 
dren ; which had been likewife condemned by his 
predeceflbr, but not wholly removed. He put all 
thofe (laves to death, who had, during the laft reien^ 
informed againft their maflers. He permitted no ua* 
toes to be ere^ed to honour him, and converted fuch 
of Domitian's as had been fpared by the fenate, into 
money. He fold many- rich robes, and much of the 
^leodid furiiiture of the palace, and retrenched feve- 
ral unreafonable expences at court. At the fame 
time, fie had fo little regard for money, that when 
one of his fubje^s had found a large treafure, and 
wrote to the emperor how to difpofe of ir, he received 
for anfwer that he might u/< it: but the finder dill in* 
forming the emperor that it was a fortune too large 
for a private perfon, Nerva» admiring his hohefly, 
wrote him word, that then he might abu/e it. 

A iife of fuch generofity and mildnefs* was not, 
however, without its enemies. Vtgilius Rufus, who 
had oppofed him^ was oot only pardoned^ but made 
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his collegue in the confulfhip. CaJpurnius Craffas 
alfo. with fonue others, formed a dangerous confpi- 
racy to deflroy him ; but Nerva would ufe nofeveri- 
ty : he refted fatisfied with banifhing thofe who were 
culpable, though ^hc fenate were for iniiding more 
rigorous puniihment?. But the mof( dangerous infur- 
redion againfl his intere.ls* was from the Frxtorian 
bands ; who, headed by Cafparius Olianus, infidd 
upon revenging the Jatc emperor's death, whofe me- 
mory was i}ill dear to them, from his frequent libera* 
lities. Nerva, whofe kindnefs to good men render* 
ed him more obnoxious to the vicious, did all in his 
power to ftop the progrefs of this infurredtion j be 
prefented himfclf to the mutinous foldier?, and open- 
ing his bofom, dtfired them to (trike there, rather 
than be guilty of fo much injuftice. The foldier*, 
however, paid no regard to his remonftrances, but 
feizing upon Petronius and Parthenius, flew them io 
the moft ignominious manner. Not contented with 
this, they even compelled the emperor to approve of 
their fedition, and mak€ a fpeech to the people, in. 
which he thanked the cohorts for their fidelity. 

So difagreeable a conftraint upon the emperor's in- 
clinations, was, in the end, attended with the mod 
happy cffedts, as it caufed the adoption of Trajan to- 
fucceed him in the empire. Nerva perceived, that in= 
the prefent turbulent difpofition of the times, he- 
ftood in need of an affiftant in the empire, who mighf 
fhare the fatigues of government, and contribute to 
keep the licentious in awe. For this purpofe, fetting 
afide all his own relations, he fixed upon Ulpius- 
Trajan, an utter ftranger to his family, who was then- 
governor in Upper Germany, to fucceed him. Hav- 
ing put his determination in execution, and perform- 
ed the accuflomed folemnities, he inflantly fent off 
ambalTadors to Cologne, where Trajan then rcfided, 
entreating his affiflance in punifhing thcfe from whom 
he had leceived fuch an infult. 

The adoption of this admirable man proved Co greqt 
a curb to the licentioufnefs of the foldieiy, that'thty 
continued in perfca: obedience during the reft of this- 

reign ; 
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tign ; and Calparios beiog fent to him» vas, by his 
isniniandy either banifhed or put to death. 
. The adopting Trajao^ was the lafl public a^ of 
(lerva. In about three months after, having put 
Ipimfctlf ID a violent pafllon with one Regulus, a fena- 
1^, he was feized with a fever, of which he fhortly 
iber died, after a fhort reign of on^ year four months 
fid nine days. 

He was the firft foreign emperor who rcigoed in 
Some, and juflly reputed a prince of great generofity 
lod moderation. He is alfo celebrated for his wifdom, 
■Jliough with Icfs reafon, thegreateft inftance be gave of 
^during his reign, being in the choice of his fuccefTor. 



CHAP. XV. 
Trajan, the Fourteenth Emperor of Rome. 



'1 RAJA N*s family was originally from U. C. 85 T. 
iialy, but he himfelf was born in Seville A.D. 98. 
n Spain. He very early accompanied his 
ather, who was a general of the Romans, in his ex- 
peditions along the Euphrates and the Rhine, and 
/hile yet very young, acquired a confiderabU reputa- 
ion for military accomplifhments. He enured his 
lody to fatigue ; he made Jong marches on foot ; and 
abourcd to acquire all that ikiil in war which was ne* 
efTary fgr a commander. When he wss made gene- 
al of the army in Lower Germany, which was one 
>f the mod confidcr^ble employments in the empire, 
c made no alteration in his manners or way of living, 
nd the commander was feen no way differing from 
he private tribune, except in his fupcrior wifdom and 
irtues. The great qualities of his mind were ac- 
ompanicd witH all the advantages of perfon. His 
•ody was majeflic and vigorous ; he was at that mid- 
(le time of life, which is happily tempered with the 
warmth of youth, and the caution of age, being for* 

ty- 
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ty-two years old. To thefe qualities were added* z 
modtf}^ that fcemed peculiar* to himfelf alone ; &w 
that mankind found a ple^fure in praifing tbo(e '£> 
compliftimcnts of which ;tftc pofleflar Teemed no waf^ 
conlcious. Upon the whole, Trdj^n is djtibguifhea '^ 
as the greateft and^ the beR eniperor ofRDitie. Others j 
.might haVe equalled him !n wa^, ani:|« famfe might | 
hare been his rivals jti- clemency . and goodhefs ; h\M*\ 
he feems the only prTnce wh|fc united rhflfe ulei^ts im : 
the greaftfl per ft A ion, and ji^io appease cqu:i!J7 %gm 
engage oar admiration, and our regard. '** ^ ^ '^ 
Upon being informed of thejdi^a^h of Nennt, M i 
i)repared to warn to Rome, whither he viAi I0iitd 
by ihe.unitOT entreaties of the (late/ He iber jbrc 
began his march wi^h a difcipline that Wiis for a t*in|j Jj 
time unknown in the armies of tlie empire. Tft 
countries through which he pafled, were neither i 
Taged nor taxed, and he entered the city, not i^ 
triumphant mariner, though he had defen-ed ml 
but on foot, aticndcd by the civil officen of ihe ih 
and followed, by his ip]diers,j|^o marched f|{j&| 
forward with modefly arf " 



toidiers, abo marcf 
atfti refpH 



One of the firft ledluresljt graved, Verpe^ing ^ii ^ 
conduct in governing jhe empire, w.is from Plutarch 
the philofopher, who h.id**the honour of being his 
mafler. Upon his arrival at Rome, he is faid to have 
written him a letter to the following purpofe ** Since 
•* your merits, and not your importunities, have ad- 
** vanced you to the empire, peimit me to congratu- 
*' late your virtues, and my own good fortune. If 
** your future government proves aijfwer*ible to youf 
** former worth, I fhall be happy Bui if you bc- 
** come worfe for power, yours will be the ddnger, 
** and mine the ignominy of your conduct The tr- 
'* rors of the pupil will be charged upon his in(lruc« 
•' tor. Seneca is reproached for the enormities of 
** Nero; and Socrates and Quintilian have not efcap- 
** ed cenfure for the mifcondudt of their refpedive 
" fchoiars But you have it in your power to make 
♦* me the moft honojred o' men, by continuing what* 
^ jrou are*^ Continue the command of your padiona; 

and 
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and malce virtue the fcope of all ypur ajlions. If 

you follow thefeinftrudlionsy then wi]! I glory ia 

'my hating prefumed to.give them ; if you ncgleft 

what I oifer> then wHl'tAis letter b^ my.tcftimony, 

that you h^vc not erred through, the counfel and 

autUomy of t^liuarchi" 1[ haveinferte^ this letttr» 

^'hethergeo^meoroot/ becaufe it (ien» td ,me 4/'eIl . 

written y knd a ftriking^pidureipf this great philofp- 

pher^s inaria^r of addreffng that beft of princes. 

It would be tedious/ ^nd unnecefTaryt to^fhter into 
a defiiJl f ^his good monarch's labours for the ftaie. 
His [iDpUcaiion Lp bi^jnefs, his moderation to his ene-' 
inie^phif modelty in exaltation, his' lihvality to the 
deferWng, and his frugality in his own e'xgences ; 
i^^hefc have all been the fubjed qi panegyric'among 
Ucotemporaries ; and they continue <o be the admi- 
' 'oo of poflerity. '• . - 
Jpon giving the prefe^ of the Prartorian bands the 
ird, according to cufbm^ he made ufe of this re- 
larkable cKpredion. ** Take this fword and ufe it: 
** if I have m'er^^for me^ iroth;rwife» againft 
*'^me." After wBlk, he tddcd, that he who gave 
laws was the'^rft wn%i|is bound to obferve them. 

If he bad any failings^ the^ were his love of wo- 
men ; which, however, Aev^r hurried him beyond 
the bounds of decency ; and his immoderate pafHon 
for war, to which he had been bred up from his child- 
bood. The'firft war he was engaged in after his 
coining to the throne^ was with the DaciaiSy who, 
during the reign of Domitian, had committed num- 
berleis ravages upon the provinces of the empire. He 
therefore raifed a powerfal army, and with great ex- 
pedition marched into thofe barbarous countries, 
where he was vigoroufly oppofed by Decebalus, the 
Dacian king, who for a long time withflood his hold- 
eft efforts. At length) however, being conftrained 
to corae to a general battle, and no longer able to pro- 
ttadl the war, he was routed with great (laughter, 
though not without great lofs to the conqueror. The 
Roman foldiers, upon this occafion, wanting linen to 
bind up their wounds, the emperor tore his own robes 

to 
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to fupply ihera. This viftory compelled the enemy 
to fue for peace, which they obtained upon very dif- 
advantngeous terms ; their king coming into the Ro- 
man camp, and acknowledging himfeif a vafTal of the 
Roman empire. 

Upon Tcajan's return, after the ufual triumphs and 
rejoicings upon fuch an occafion, he was furprized 
with an account, that the Dacians had renewed hofti- 
lities. Decebalus, their king, was now, therefore, 
a fecond time, adjudged an enemy to the. Roman 
(late, and Trajan invaded his dominions with an army 
equal to that with which he had before fubdued him. 
But Decebalus, now grown more cautious by his for- 
mer defeat, ufed every aft to avoid coming to an en- 
gagement. He aifo put various ilratagems in pradlice^ 
to diftrefs the enemy ; and, at one time, Trajan him* 
felf was in danger of being flain or taken. He alfa 
took Longinus, one of the Roman generals, prifonery. 
and threatened to kill him, in cafe Trajan refufed 
granting him terms of peace, but the emperor replied^ 
that peac; and war had not their dependaoce upon the 
fafety of one fubje(fl only ; wherefore Longinus, forac 
time after, deflroyed himfeif by a voluntary deatk. 
The fate of this general feemed to give new vigour to 
Trpjan s operations. In order to be better enabled to 
invade the enemy's territories at plcafure, he under- 
took a mod ilupendous work, which was no lefsthan 
building a biidge acrofs the Danube. This amazing 
ftruflurc, which was built over a deep, broad, and 
rapid river, confiflcd of more than twenty-two arches,, 
an hundred and fifty fett hii^h, and an hundred and 
feventy broad : the rains Oi' this ftrudure, which. re^ 
main to this day, (hew nioSern archite<5ls how far 
thtry were furpHlTed by the ancients, both in the great- 
nefs and the boldneft of their deligns Upon finifh- 
ing this work, Ti Jijan continued the war with great 
vigour, fharmg with the nieaneft of his folditrs the 
fatigu'L's of the campiign, and tontinoally encourag- 
ing them to their dury by his own example. By 
thefe me^ns, notwithllanding the country was fjiaci- 
^d uncultivated, and the inhabitants brave and 

hardy, 
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\SLxdjt he fubdaed the whole, and added the king- 
lorn of Dacia, as a province to the Roman empire. 
Decebalus made fome attempts to efcape, but being 
lurrounded on every fide, he at hi\ (lew himfelf, and 
tiis head was immediately fent to Rome, to certify 
his misfortune there. Thefe fucceffes feemed to ad- 
ranee the empire to a greater degree of fplendour, 
;haa it had hitherto acquired. AmbaHadors were 
leen to come from the interior parts of India, to con- 
{ratulate Trajan's fuccefs, and befpeak his friendfhip. 
\l his. return to Rome, he entered the city in tri- 
jmph ; and the rejoicings for his victories lafted for 
the fpace of an hundred and twenty days. 
' Having thus given peace and profperity to the em- 
pirey Trajan continued his reign, loved, honoured, 
ind almoU adored by his fubjedls. He adorned the 
city with public buildings ; he freed it from fuch men 
u lived by their vices ; he entertamed perfons of me- 
rit with the utmod familiarity ; and fo little feared 
his enemies, that he :ould fcarcely be induced to fup- 
pole he had any. Being one day told by fome, that 
hfs friend and favourite, Sura, was falfe to him; 
Trajan, to fhew how much he relied on his fidelity, 
^irent, in his ordinary manner, :to fup with him. There 
he commanded Siira's fnrgeon to be brought, whom 
be ordered to take off ihe hair about his eyebrows. 
He then made the barbt-r {have his beard, and ifter 
went unconcerned into the bath as ufual. The • txt 
day when bura's accufers were renewing their oblo- 
quy, Trajan informed them how h«^ l.ad fjjent ihe 
night. ** If," cried he, *• Sura had any dt '^^gns 
•• againft my life, he had then the faircf^ opportur. 1 v." 
It had been happy for this great prince's nie uory, 
if he had fhcwn equal clemency to all his fubjci'its; 
but, about the ninth year of his reign, he 
was perfuaded to look upon the Chrilli- U. C. 860. 
ans with a fufpicious eye. The extreme A. D. 107. 
Tene ration which he profefTed for the re- 
ligion of the empire, fet him ffduloufly to oppofe 
every innovation, and the progiefs of Chiiltianuy 
feemed to alarm him. A law hud fome time before 

been 
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been pafTed, in which all Heterise, or focieties diflcotiag 
from the cftablifhed religion, were coofidered as ille- 
galy being reputed narfcries of impofture and feditioB. 
Under the fand^ion of this law, the Chriilians were 
perfecuted in all parts of the empire. Great numben 
of them were put io death, as well by popular to- 
mults as by edids and judicial proceedings. In this 
perfecution, St. Clemens, bifhop of Rome,' was coo* 
demned to be thrown into the fea, with an anchor 
about his neck ; St. Simeon, bifhop of Jerufalem, at 
the age of an hundred and twenty, was fcourged and 
crucified ; and St. Ignatius, who had a particular dif- 
pute with Trajan, at Antiochj was condemned to be 
thrown to wild beads, in the amphitheatre at Rome. 
However, the perfecution ceafed after fome time ; for 
the emperor having advice from Pliny, the pro-confol 
in Bithynia, of the innocence and fimplicity of the 
Chriftians, and of their inoffenGve and moial way of 
living, he fufpended their punifbments. But a total 
flop was put to them upon Tiberianus, the governor 
of Falefline's, fending him word, that he was weari- 
ed out with executing the laws againft the Galileans, 
who crowded to execution in fuch multitudes, that 
he was at a lofs how to proceed. Upon this informa- 
tion, the emperor gave orders, that the Chriflians 
fhould not be fought after; but if any offered them- 
felves, that they fhould fufPer. In this manner the 
rage of perfecution ceafed, and the emperor found - 
leifure to turn the force of his arms againil the Ar- 
menians and Parthians, who now began to throw of 
all fubmiflion to Rome. 

While he was employed in thefe wars, there was t 
dreadful infurredion of the Jews in all parts of the 
empire. This wretched people, flill infatuated, and 
ever expeiSting fome fignal deliverer, took the advan- 
tage of Trajan's abfeoce in the eafl, to maffacre all 
the Greeks and Romans, whom they got into their 
power, without reludtance or mercy. This rebellioa 
ntft began in Cyrene, a Roman province in Africa ; 
from thence the flame extended to Egypt, and next ta 
the ifland of Cyprus. Thefe places they, in a n^iB' 

r^, diipeopled with ungovernable fury. Their bar- 

karitiM 
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I were fuch, that they eat the flefli of their 
!fi wore their (kint* fawcd them afundcr, caft 

wild beads, made them kill each other, and 

1 new torments by which to deflroy them. 
rer, thefe cruelties were of no 3ong duration : 
pernors of the refpeAive provinces making head 

their tnmaltuons fury, loon treated them with 
bttion of cruelty, and pat them to death, not 
ttn beings, but as outrageous peds to (bciety. 
e Jews liad pradlifed their cruelties in Cyprus 
ihrly, a law was publicly enadbeJ, by which it 
ade capital for any Jew to fet foot on the ifland. 
ing thele bloody tranfa^ions, Trajan was pro- 
ig his fucceffes in the £aft. His fird march 
to Armenia, the king of which country had di(^ 
d all alliance with Rome, and received the en- 
f royalty and dominion from the monarch of 
u However, upon the news of Trajan's ex- 
»n, his fears were fo great, that he abandoned 
latry to the invaders ; while the greateft part 
governors and nobility caiie fubmiflively to the 
>r, acknowledging themfelves his fubje^St and 
I him the mod codly prefeots. Having in 'this 
r taken pofTeflion of the whole country, and 
the king into his power, he marched into tht 
ions of die king of Parthia. There entering 
ulent kingdom of Mefopotamia, he reduced it 
e form of a Roman province. From thence 
at againd the Parthians, marching on foot at 
ad of his army ; in this manner croffiog riverS} 
mforming to all the feverities of difcipline, 

were impofed on the roeaned foldier. His 
es againd the Parthians were great and nume- 

He conquered Syria and Chaldea, and took 
nous city, of Babylon Here, attempting to 
:he Euphrates, be was oppofed by the enemy, 
ere refolved to dop his pailage ; but he fecretly 

boats to be made upon the adjoining moun- 

and bringing them to the water fide, pad*ed hit 
with great ex^ditioo, not, howeveri without 

great 
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great (laughter on both (ides. From thence he tra- 
verfcd through trails of country, which had never 
before been invaded by a Roman army, &nd feemed 
to take a pleafure in purfuing the fame march, which 
Alexander the Great had formerly marked out before 
Iiim. Having pa(red the rapid (Iream of the Tigris, 
he advanced to the city Ctefiphon, which he took, 
and opened himfelf a pa(rage into PeHia, where he 
made many conquefts, that were rather fpiendid than 
ferviceable. After fubduing all the country border- 
ing on the Tigris, he marched foathward to the Pcr- 
fian gulph, where he fubdued a monarch who poHefl*- 
ed a confiderable ifland, made by the divided (Ireams 
of that river. Here winter coming oo, he was in 
danger of lodng the greate(l part of Jiis army by the 
inclemency of the climate and the inundations of the 
river. He therefore with indefatigable paint fitted 
out a fleet, and failing down the Per(ian gulph, en« 
tered the Indian ocean, conquering, even to the In- 
dies, and fubduing a part of them to the Roman em- 
pire. He was prevented from purfuing further con- 
quers in this didant country, both by the* revolt of 
many of the provinces he had already fdbdued, and 
by the fcarcity of provifions, which feemed to con- 
tiadift the reports of the fertility of the countries he 
was induced to invade. The inconveriiencies of en- 
crcafing age alfo contributed to damp the ardour of 
ibis enterprize, which at one time he intended to pur- 
fue to the confines of rhe earth. Returning, therefore, 
along the Pcrfian gulph, and fending the fenate a par- 
ticular account of all the nations he had conquered, 
the names of which alone conipofed a long catalogue, 
he prepared to punifh thofe countries which had re- 
volted from him. He began by laying the famous city 
of £de(ra, in Mefopotamia, in afhes ; and in a (hort 
fpace of time not only retook all thofe places which 
I had before acknowledged fubjcdion ; but conmiered 
many other provinces, fo as to make himfelf maimer of 
I the moft feitile kingdoms of all A(ia. In this train of 
(■ iMte^ fucoefTes 
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facccflcs be fcarce met with a repulfe, except before 
the city Atra, in the defarts of Arabia. Wherefore 
judging that this was a proper time for bounding his 
cooquefls, he refolred to give a mafler to the countrfes 
he had fubdoed. With this refolution he repaired to 
the city Ctefiphon, ia Perfia, and there, with great ce- 
remony^ crowned Parthenafpates king of Parthia, to 
the great jov of all his fubje^s. He eilablifhed ano- 
ther king sujfo over the kbgdom of Albania, near the 
Cafpian lea. Then placing governors and lieutenants 
in other provinces, he refolved to return to his capital 
10 a more magnificent manner than any of his prede- 
ceilbrs had done before him. He accordingly left 
Adrian general of all his forces in the eaft, and conti- 
nued his journey towards Rome, where the moft mag- 
nificent preparations were made for his arrival. How- 
ever, he had not got farther than the province of Ci- 
licia« when he found himfelf too weak to proceed in 
his ufual manner. He therefore ordered himfelf to 
be carried on fhip board to the city of Sefeucia, where 
he died of the apoplexy, having been attacked by that 
diforder once before. During the time of his indifpo- 
fition, his wife Piotina coni^anily attended near him ; 
and knowing the emperor's diflike to Adrian, it is 
thought (he forged the will, by which he was adopt- 
ed to fucceed. • - 

Trajan died in the fixty- third year of 
his age, after a reign of nineteen years, U. C. 870. 
fix niontbs,and fifteen days. How high- A. D. 117. 
ly he was eflccmed by his fubjefls ap- 
pears from their manner of blemng his fucceflors, al- 
ways^ willing them the fortune of Augudus, and the 
goodnefs of Trajan. His military virtues, however, 
upon which he chiefly valued himfdf, produced no ^ 
real advantages to his countiy, and all his conquef^s 
difappeared, when the po\yer was withdrawn that 
enforced them. ; 

But ftill it may be afTertcd that the Roman emptfe 
wbs never fo laige as when he left it, nor {0 fofmidn- 
blc to the reft of the world. Irs ftrcngth, however, 
was much impaired ; for being fpread over fo great an 
extent of teriiory, it wanted that \tt^\^?i\a\YJ\^^\\wiv- 

Vol. II. I. ^-- 
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])le of patriotifm to infjjire its fubje<5>s in its defence. 
Its bulk fecmcd rather a fymptom of its difeafe than 
its vigour. 



C H A P. XVI. 
Adrian, the Fifteentji Emperor of Rome. 



A, 



lDRIAN was by defcent a Spaniard, and of the 
fame city where Trajan was born. He was nephew 
to Trujan, and married to Sabina his grand niece. 
When Trajan was adopted to the empire, Adrian 
was a tribune of the army in Msda, and was feotby 
the troops to congratulate the emperor on his advance- 
ment. However, his broihtr-in-Iaw, who defiredto 
have an opportunity of congratulating IVajan himfelf, 
fupplicd Adrian with a carriage that broke down on 
the way. Adrian, however, was refolved to lofe no 
lime, and pei formed the reft of the journey on foot. 
This afTiduiiy was vtry pleafing to the emperor ; but 
he dlfliked r\drian from feveral more prevailing mo- 
tives. His kinfman was ^xpenfive and involved in 
debt He was, bcfides, inconftant, capricious and 
apt to envy another's reputation. Thefc were faults, 
that in Trajan's opinion coukl not be compeniated 
either by his learning or his talents. His great fkill 
in the Greek and Latin languages, his intimate ac- 
quaintance with the laws of his cotiotry, and the phi- 
Jofophy of the times, were no inducement to Trajan, 
who, being bred himfcif a foldier, defired to have a 
militaiy man to fucceed him. For this reafbn it was 
that the dying emperor would by no means appoint a 
fuccefTor ; fearful, perhaps, of injuring his great re- 

..putation, by adopting a ptrfon that was unworthy. 
His death, therefore, was concealed for fome time by 

.Plotina»his wife, till Adrian had founded the incfina- 
^ of the army, and found them firm in his iote- 
^They then produced a forged inftrument, im- 
^''ix iidriao was adopted to fucceed in \\\c 

empire. 
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emj?iie. By this artifice he wms ele<5led by all orders 
of ihe Kate, though then abfent from Rome, being 
left at Antioch, as general of the forces in the eafl. 

Upon Adrian's election, his iirit care was to write 
to the fen.ite, excufing himfelf for afluniing the empire 
without their previous approbation ; imputing it to 
the haliy zeal of the army, who rightly j«idged that 
the fenace ought not long to remain without a head. 
He then began to purfue a courfe quite oppodte to 
tiiat of his predecefTor, taking every method of declin- 
ing war, and promoting the arts of peace. I-Ic was 
quite fatisfied with preferving the ancient limits of the 
s empire, and feemed no way ambitious of extenuve 
conqueft. For this reafon he abandoned all the con- 
qucfls which Trajan had made, judging ihem to be 
rather an inconvenience than an advantage to the tm- 
pirel He therefore made the river Euj hrates the 
boundary of the empire, and placed the legions abn^j 
its banks to prevent the incurfions of the cntMnv. 

Having thus fettled the affiirs of the eall-, and Icav. 
ing Sevcrus governor of Syria, he took his journey bv 
land to Rome, fending the allies of Trajan ihitlier by 
fca. Upon his approach to the city, he was informed 
that a magnificent triumph was preparing for him ; 
but this he nioJeilly declined, defiring that thefe iio- 
nours might be paid to Trajan's memory, which they 
had defiijned for him. In confequence of this com- 
mand, a moft fuperb triumph was decreed, in which 
Trajan's fbiue was carried as the p'incipal fioure in 
the proceffion, it being remarked that he was the only 
man that ev;.r triumphed after he was dead. Not 
content with paying him ihcfe extraordinary honours, 
his afhes wercpUced in a |»olJen urn, upon the top of 
a column an hundred and forty feet high. On this 
were engraven the p<rciculars of all his exploits in 
bafTo Tclievo, 'a work of great labour, and which is 
dill reaiainiog. 

It was not an eafy infk to ap'pear w'th any luHre, 

after an em-'cror fo love^l and adniirtd as frajun ; 

noiwiihftiindtng the merits of his fuccc/for feemtrd in 

■ fome mcafurc to confole his people for their lofs. 
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Adfian was one of the mod remarkable of the Roman 
emperors for the rariety of his endowments. He was 
highly ikilful in all the exercifes both of body aod 
mind. He compofed with great beauty, both in prole 
and verfe ; he pleaded at the bar, and was one of the 
beli orators of his time. He was deeply ?erfed io 
the mathematics, and no lefs Ikilful in phyfic. Io 
xirawing and painting he was equal to the greateft 
maders ; an excellent muficiao, and fung to admira- 
tion. BeHdes thefe qualifications, he had ao aftonifh- 
ing memory ; he knew the names of all his foldient 
though erer fo long abfent. He could dictate to one, 
confer with another, aod write himfelf, all at ibe 
fame time. He was remarkably expert in military 
difcipline ; he was ftrong and ?ery Ikilful in armif 
both on horfeback and on footi aod frequently widi 
his own hand killed wild boars, and e?cn tfoiis« is 
huating. 

His moral virtues were not lels than his accompliA- 
ments. Upon his firft exaltation, he forgave an infi- 
nite number of debts due to the exchequer, rcmittiog 
the large arrears ^o which the provinces were liaUc, 
^nd burning the bonds and regiders of thea io the 
public f«rum. He refufed to take the coofifcated 
eftates of condemned perfons into his private cofien, 
but ordered them to be placed in the public treafory. 
His moderation and clemency appeared by pardoning 
the injuries which he had received when be was yet 
but a private man. One day meeting a perfoo who 
had formerly been his mod inveterate enemy, *• My 
** good friend, (cried he) you have efcaped, for 1 am 
** made emperor." He had fo creat a veneration for 
the fenate, and was fo careful of not introducing un- 
worthy perfons into it, that he told the captain of his 
guard, when he had made him a fenator, that he bad 
no honours io his gift, e^ual to what he then bellow- 
ed. He was affable to his friends, and gentle to per- 
fons of meaner (lations ; he relieved their wants, aod 
▼ifjted them in (icknefs, it being his conftant maxtnif 
that he was an emperor not for his own goodj but for 
the benefit of mankind. 

Thcfis 
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Thefc were his virtues, which were contrafted by a 
flrange mixtare of vices; or to fay the truth, he want- 
ed flrength of mind topreferve his general redlitude of 
charader without deviation. Thus he is reprcftnted 
as proud and vain glorious, envious and detradlive, 
hafty and revengeful, inquifjtive into other men's af- 
faitfy and often induced by fycophants and informers 
to a^f of cruelty and injofiice. He permitted the re- 
vival of the perfecutiofli againfl the Chriftiant, and 
(hewed roanv inftancei of a bad difpofition, which it 
wat the whole ftudy of his life to c^rred or to controul. 

Bat, however Adrian might have been, as to hit 
private charadler, big coodudt as an emperor appears 
inoft admirable, at all his public tranfadions appear 
didlated by the founded policy, and the mod dinnter- 
e(led wifdom. He was fcarce fettled on the thronci 
when feveral of the northern, barbarians, the Alans, 
the Sarmatians and the Dacians, began to make deyaf- 
utions on the empire. Thefe hardy nations, who 
Aow found the way to conquer, by imiing from their 
fore/Is, and then retiring upon the approach of a fu* 
perior force to oppofe them, began to be truly formi- 
dable at Rome. Adrian had thoughts of contra^iog 
the limits of the empire, by giving up fome of the 
iDoft remote and lead defenCble provinces ; but in this 
he was over ruled by his friends, who wrongly ima- 
gined that an extenlive frontier would intimidate an 
invading enemy. But though he complied, with their 
remonfuances, he broke down the bridge over the 
Danube, which his predecefTor had built, fenfible that 
the fame pafiage which was open to him, was 
equally convenient for the incurfions of hi^ barbarous 
neighbours. 

While he was employed in compelling thefe nations 
to fubmi(Eon, a confpiracy was difcovered, carried 
on among four perfons of confular dignity at home. 
7*hefe had agreed to kill him, either while he was of- 
fering facrifice, or while he was hunting. Their de- 
figns, however, were timely difcovered, and the con- 
fpirators put to death by order of the fenate. Adrian 
took great pains to clear himfcif from the imputation 

or 
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of having h;id any hand in tlicir execution; he had 
(worn upon his advancement lo put no fenator lo 
drath, and he now declared that the dehnquents died 
v/iihout his permiffion. Eut in order entirely tofup- 
preft the murmurs of the j»cof le upon this 'head, he 
dillribgted large Aims of money among them, and 
calJed off their attention from this a^ of fevcrity, to 
magnificent (licus, and the various diverfio.'.s of the 
amphiiheatie. 

Having flayed a (Iwirt time at Horrr, (o as to fee 
that all things were regulated wnd efbhliflicd for the 
fafety of the public, he p'ejarcd to vifit and take'a 
view of hii.whole empire. It was one of hismaxims, 
that an emperor ought to imitate the fun» which dif- 
fufei warmth and vigour over all parti of the eatth. 
He therefore tock with him a fplcndid courti and a 
confiderahic force, and entered the province of Gaul, 
where he m?de an enumeration of all the inhabitant'. 
From Gaul he went into Gcrmnny, from thence to 
Holland, and next paflcd over into Britain j there re- 
forming many abufes* and reeonciling the natrvei to 
the Romans. For the better fccurity of the fouthero 
parts of the kingdom, he built a wall of wood and 
earth, extending fiom the river liden in Cumberland, 
to the Tine in Northumberland, to prevent the incur- 
(ions of the Pifli, and other barbarous nations in the 
north. From Britain, returning through Gaul, he 
^.'Kin».d his journey to Spain, where l.c was received 
with great joy, as being a native of that country. 
Here, wintering in the city of Tarragona, he Cnilcd 
a meeting of the deputies hom all the provinces, and 
ordained many things fcr the benefit of the narioo. 
Happening, while ht was in Spain, to walk in his 
gatdcn, one of the fcrvant^ of the hc-ufe ran furioufly 
at him, with a drawn fword, to kill him ; hut the 
emperor warding off the blow, 'A}^<\ cloflrg with him, 
. qni(kly dlfarn^rd him; then driivering him. to his 
giiar<l8, he ordered that he might have a phyflcian to 
bleed him ; c<^nlidf ring the jK>(tf crtaturc, as in faft 
hw v/a*^, a m;idiiian. From iSpain, returning to Rome, 
he continued there for fomc time, in order to prepare 

for 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 223 

"for his journey into the iaft, which was haflencd by a 
-new invafion of the Parthians. His approach com- 
.pelling the enemy to a peace, he purfued his travels 
Dkrithout molellation. Arriving in Aiia Minor, he 
turned out of his way to vifit the famous city of 
Athens. There he made a confldcrable (lay, was 
ioitiHted Into the Eleufinian myfleries, which were as- 
counted the moll facred in the pagan mythology, and 
took upon him the office of archon, or chief ni^gi- 
f^rate of the place.- • In this place alfo, he remitted liic 
feverity of the Chriftian perfecution, at the reprefen- 
-tation of Granianus, the pioconful of A(ia, who re- 
prefented the people of that perfuafion, as no way 
culpable. He was even fo far reconciled to them, as 
to think of receiving Chrift into the number of the 
Gods. After a winter's continuance at Athens, he 
went over into Sicily, and vifued /^tna, and othy 
curiofiiies of the place: Returning from thence once 
more into Rome, after a (liort flay he prepared (hips 
and croflcd o?cr into Africa. There he /pent much 
time in regulating abufes, and reforming the govern- 
ifient, in deciding controverfiesj and €re<fling magni« 
6ccnt buildings. Among the refl, he ordered Car- 
thage to be rebuilt ; calling it after his own name^ 
Adrianoplc. Again returning' to Rome, where he 
ftayed but a rery little time, he travelled a fecond 
time into Greece, pafTed over into Afja Minor, from 
thence went into Syria, gave laws and inftrudions to 
all the neighbouring kings, whom he invited to come 
and confult>^iihhim; then entered Pale/line, Arabia, 
and -^gypt ; where he caufed Pompey's tomb, that 
had been long neglected and alnioA covtred.with fand, 
to be renewed and beautified. He alfo gave orders 
for the rebuilding of Jerufalem ; which was perform- 
ed with great expedition, by the afliftance of the 
Jews, who now began'to conceive hopes of being re- 
Tlored to their long lofl kingdom. But thefe cxpec- 
taiions only ferved to aggravate their calamities ; for 
being incenfed at the privileges which were granted 
the pagan worfhippers in their new city, they fell upon 
the Romans and Chrillians that were difperled 

throughout 
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throughout Judra, and uninercifuUy pnt them all to 
the fword. In this cruel and defperate ondetitkiM 
they were chiefly incited by one Barcocab, an impo^ 
tor, wlio willing to be thoaiht the MefEahy or per* 
haps belicring himfelf to be fo, declared that he him* 
i'elf was the itar foretold by Balaam, and that he was 
come down as a light from heaven to refcoe them 
from bondage Adrian was at Athens when this 
dangerous infurreAion be>;an | wherefore fendios a 
po^eiful body of men, under the command of jaiisl 
Severus, this general obtained many fignal, tboogh 
htoody ridtories over the tnfurgenis. The war wu 
concluded in two yearsy by tht demoUtion of abotea 
thoufand of their befi towoi, and the deArudlton of 
near iix hundred thouiand men in battle. 

He then banithed all fhofe who remained out of 
Jiideat and, by a public decree, forbade anjr to come 
within Ttewof their native foil. This inrurre^ieii 
was foon after followed by a dangerous irruption of 
thebarbaron nations to the northward of the empire^ 
vho entering Medi» with great fury, and pafling 
thrtmgh Armenia, carried their devaltaiions as far at 
Cappadocia. Adrian preferring peace, open aay 
torntt, to an unprofitable u-ar, bought tl>em oiF by 
large fums of money ; fo that they returned peace* 
ablv into their native wilds, to enjoy their plunder^ 
and meditate frcfh invafioni. 

Adrian having now fp? nt thirteen years in travelling 
through his dominions, and reforming the abufes m 
the empire, rcfoived at length to return,' and end all 
his fatigues at Rome. Nothing could be more grate- 
ful to the people than his prefent refoiution, of corn- 
in;* to reiide, for the reft of his days, among them; 
they received him with the loudefl acclamations of 
joy ; and, though he now b«gan to grow old and un- 
wieldy, he remitted not theJeafl of his former affi- 
duity and application to the public welfare. His chief 
amufemeot was in convert ng with the mofl celebrated 
in every art and fcience, frequently boafting, 
hthquglit no kind of kViowiedge inconfiderable, 
glfdedy either in his private or public ca«' 

pacity 
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£acity. This defire of knowing was laudable, if 
ept within bounds : but he feemed to ifftA univerfal 
excellence : and even envied all, who afpired at an 
tqua! reputation in any of the arts with himfelf. It 
is faid, that he ordered Apollodorus the architect to 
be put to death, onlv for too freely remarking upon 
the errors of fome ftrudture erefled from the empe- 
ror's defigns. However this be, he took great de- 
light in difputing among the learned men, and the 
philofophers who attended him ; nor were they lefs 
careful in granting him that fuperiority he feemed fo 
eagerly to affe£l. Favorinus, a man of great reputa- 
tion in his court of philofophy, happening one day to 
difpute with him upon fome philofophical fubjedl, ac- 
knowledged himfelf to be overcome. His friends 
blamed him for thus giving up the argument, when 
he might eafiiy have purfued it with fuccefs. ** Howl" 
replied Favorinus, who was probably a better courtier 
than a philofopher, ** would you have me contend . 
with a man who is maderof thirty legions ^" Adrian 
was fo fond of a literary fame, that we are told he 
wrote his owh life, and afterwards gave it to his fer- 
vants to publifh under their names. But whatever 
might have been his weaknefs in aiming at univerfal 
reputation, he was in no part of his reign remifs, in 
attending the duties of his exalted (lation. He or- 
dered the knights and fenators never to appear in pub- 
lic, but in the proper habits of their orders. He for- 
bade maders to kill their (laves, as had been before 
allowed ; but ordained that they (hould be tried by 
the laws enabled againft capital ofience3« A law fo 
juft, had he done nothing more, defcrvcd to have en- 
fdred his reputation with pollerity, 4nd to have made 
him dear to mankind. He dill further extended the 
lenity of the laws to thofe unhappy men, who had 
been long thought too mean for jaltice. If a matter 
was found killed in his houfe, he would not allow all 
his flaves to be put to the torture, as formerly, but 
only fuCh as migh't have perceived or prevented the. 
murder. 

lo fuch cares he coofumed the greated part of his ; 
L5. time|: 
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time ; but, at lad, finding the duties of his ftation 
daily increaling, and his own (Irength proportion;iUy 
upon the decline, he refolved upon adopting a fuccef* 
for, whofe merits might deferve, and whofe coorage 
fecure his exaltation. After many deliberationi, he 
made choice of Lucius Commodus, whofe bodily io- 
firmiiies rendered him unfit for a trufl of fuch impor- 
tance. Of this, after fome time, Adrian kemtd (tn- 
fible, declaring!, that he repented of having chofen fo 
feeble a fucceffor, and faying. That he had leaned 
againfl a mouldering wall. However, Commodoi 
foon after dying, the emperor immediately adopted 
Marcus Antoninus afterwards furnamed the Pious ; 
but prcvioufly obliged him to adopt two others, name- 
ly, Marcus Aurdius, and Lucius Verus^ who after- 
wards fucceeded to the empire. 

While he was thus careful in appointing a fuccefTor, 
his bodily infirmities daily encreafed : and, at length, 
his pains becoming infupportable, he vehemently de- 
fired that fome of his attendants would difpatch him. 
Antoninus, however, would by no means permit any 
of his domeflics to be guilty of fo great an impiety, 
but ufed all the arts in his power to fcconcile the em- 
peror to fuflain life. At one time he produced a wo* 
man, who pretended that fhe was warned in a dream, 
that he fhould recover his health; at another, a man 
M'as brought from Pannonia, who gave him the fame 
affuranccs. Neverthelcf?, Adrian's pains encreafed 
every day. He frec|Uf:ntly cried out, how miferable 
k thing it was to feck death and not to find it. He en- 
gaged one Maflor, partly by threats, and parjly by 
entreaties, to pronfiife to difpatch him; but Mador, 
inftead of obeying, confulted his own fdkiyby flight; 
io that he, wlio was maflcr of the lives of millions, 
was not able to dif))ofe of his own. In this deplora- 
ble exigence, he refolved on going to Baias, where 
the tortures of his difeafe encreafing, the? affe^ed 
his undei (landing, fo that he gave orders for fcveral 
perfons to be put to death; which Antoninus, accord- 
ing to his ufual wifdom, never meant to obey. . Con- 
tinuing for fome lime, io thefc excruciating circum- 

(lancesy 
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fiances, ihc emperor was at lad resolved to obfcrre no 
regimen, often faying, That kings died merely by 
the multitude of their phyficians This con ^u<5l fcrv- 
ed to haften that death he fcemcd fo ardcnily to .V- 
/rre ; and it was probably joy upon its approach, which 
dilated the ceJebeated flanzas which are lo wtil 
known, upon the rejietition of which he expired*. 

In this manner died Adiian, in the fixty-feccnd 
year of his age, after a profperous reign of iwen'y- 
one years, and eleven months. His private charafler 
fcems to be a mixtuie of virtues and vices ; but as a 
prince, pethaps none of his predeceflbrs fhewtd more 
wifdom, or fuch laudable aiTiduity. He was the fir(l 
emperor who reduced the Jaws of the empire into one 
ftanding code. Government received the greateft (la- 
bility from his councils, and a tranquility more lading 
than could bs expedted from iiich fierce neighbours 
abroad,,andiiu:h a degenerate race of citizens at home. 

^'Aniraula vagula, blandula, 
Hofpes comefque corporis ; . 
Qux nunc abibis in loca, 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula? 
Ncc, ut foles, dabis jocos. 

Thus tranflated by Mr. Pope. . 

Qh fleeting fpirit, wandering fire, 

That long had warm'd my tender bread ; ^ 
Wilt thou no more my frame infpire ? 
No more a pleafing chearful gucd ? 
Whither, ah I whither art thou flying. 
To what dark, undifcover'd fliore ? 
Thou feem'd all trembling, diivcring, dying, , 
And wit and humour are no more. 
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CHAP. XVH. 
ANTONiNvsPtusy the Sixteenth Emperor of Rome; 



X ITUS ANTONINUS, whom A- 
I?. C. 891. drian had appointed for hif focceiTor, 
A. D. 1 38. was bom in the city (yf NtfmeSy in Gaol. 
His father was a nobleman of an ancient 
family, which had enjoyed ihehigheft honoari of the 
fhte. At the time of his fucceeding to the throne, 
he was aboTe fifty years old, and had pafFed through 
many of the moft important offices of the Aate with 
great integrity and application. His virtues in ^tvate 
fife were no way impaired by exaltation, as be fliewed 
himfelf one of the mofl excellent princes forjuftice, 
clemency and nroderation. His morals were fo pure, 
that he was nfually compared to Numa, and was far- 
named the Pius, both for his tendernefs to. his prede« 
cefTor Adrian, when dying, and his particular attach- 
ment to the religion of^ his country. 

In the beginning of his reign, he made it his parti- 
cular (ludy to promote only the mofl dcferving to em- 
ployments ; he moderated many impods and tribotes, 
and commanded, that all fhould be levied without par- 
tiality or opprefTion. His liberality was fuch, that he 
even parted with ail his own private fottune, in reliev* 
ing the diflreffes of the necelfitous, Againft which) 
when Fauflina, the emprefs, feemed to remonftrate, 
he reprehended her folly, alledging, That as fooo as 
he was pofTeiTcd of the empire, he quitted aH private 
interefis ; and having nothing of his own, all properly 
belonged to the public. He z6itd difFerentlv from bit 
predecefTors, with regard to travelling, and urldoro left 
Kome, faying, that he was unwilling to burden his 
fubjedls with oftentation, and unnecdTary expeoces. 

By 
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.By this fra^al condndl, he was the better enabled to 
fopprefs all the infurrefttons that happened during his 
reign, either in Britain, in Dacia, or in Germany. 
Thus he was at once reverenced and loved by man- 
kind, being accounted rather a patron, and father of 
his fnbjeAs, than a maHer and commander. Arobaf- 
fsidors were fent to him from the remotefl parts of 
Hyrcania, Ba^ria and India, all offering him their 
alliance and friendfhip ; fome defiring him to appoint 
them a king, whom they feemed proud to obey. He 
(hewed not lefs paternal care towards the oppreHed 
Chridians ; in whofe favour he declared, That if any 
fhoald proceed to diflurb them, merely upon the ac- 
count of their religion, that fuch (hoold undergo the 
fame punifliment, which was intended againfl the ac« 
cufed. 

This clemency was attended with no lefs affability 
and freedom ; but, at the fame time, he was upon his- 
guard, that his indalgence to his friends fhould not 
tempt them toinfolence or opprefHon. He, therefore, 
took care, that his courties fhould not fell their fa* 
TOurs, nor take any gratuity from their fuitors. In 
the time of a great fitmine in Rome, he provided for 
the wants of the people, and maintained vaft anmbers 
with bread and wine all the time of its continuance. 
When any of his fubjedls attempted to inflame him 
with a pafiion for military glory, he would anfwer, 
That he more defired the prefervation of one fubjei5t, 
thai> the deflrudlion of a thoufand enemies. 

He was an eminent rewarder of learned men, to 
whon^ he gave large pcniions and great honours, draw- 
ing them from all parts of the world. Ainong the 
refl be (cnt for ApoUonius, the famous ftoic philofo- 
pher, to iffflruft his adopted fon, Marcus Aurelius, 
whom he had previoufly married to his daughter. 
Apolk»nias being arrived at Rome, the emperor de« 
fired bis attendance; but the other arrogantly an- 
fwered, That it was the fcholar's duty to wait upon 
the roeAer, and not the mafler*3 upon the fcholar. 
Ta thft teply, Antoninus only returned with a fmile, 
Tbat it wot furprtfing how jffoliwiutf nvbo made no 

difficulty 
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d'ljjliu^ly of cnni-^'T from Grtece to Rome^ Jhould think 
it Jo hard to ivdlk from one part of Rome to another: 
and imnitdiiittly ftnt Marcus AuteJlus to him. 
While the p,ood emperor vvastlius employed, in mak- 
ing mankind happy, in diit«51ing their conduct by his 
o^n txnmpic, or leprovirg their follies with the 
keennefs nf rebuke, he was leized with a violent fever 
at Loriuni, a pleakire houfe at fome diflance fiom 
Rome ; where finding himfelf fenlibly decaying, he 
ordered his friends and principal officers to attend him. 
In theT prefence heconlirmed the adoption of Marcus 
Auiciius, without once naming Lucius Verus, who 
been joined by Adrian with bin) in the fucceffion ; 
then commanding the golden ftaiuc of Fortune, 
which was always in the chamber of the emperors, 
to be removed to that of his fucceflbr, he expired in 
the feventy fifih year of his age, after a profperous 
leign of twenty-two years, aod almoli eight momhs. 



CHAP. xvni. 

Marcus Aurelius, othcrwife called Antoninus^ 
the Philosopher, the feventeenth Emperor of 
Rome. 

U. C 914. A HE death of Antoninus was univer- 
A.D. 161. fally lamented throughout the empire,, 
and his funeral oration pronounced, as 
ufual, by his adopted fon, Marcus Aurelius ; who, 
though left fole fuccefTor to the throne, took Lucius- 
Verus as his aflbciate and equal in governing the ftate. 
Thus Rome, for the firft time, faw itfelf governed by 
two fovereigns of equal power, but of very differeut 
merit and pretenfions. Aurelius was the fon of Annius 
Vefus,- of an antient and illuflrious family, which 
claimed its original from Numa. Lucius Verus was 
the fon of Coni^modus, who i)ad been adopted by 

j^Adrian^ but died before he fucceeded to the tl^rone. 

^ Yp'^^I^ ^^ ^^ remarkable for his virtues and accom- 
sm^^lU hit partnecio the empire was, for his 

uogorernable 
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VpgovernAbre pailions ?.nd d«;banched moralf. The 
one wifS an example af the greattft goodness and 
wifdom ; the other, of ignorance, floth, and extra- 
vagance* 

The two emperors had been fcarce fettled on the 
throne, when the empire feemfd attacked on every 
fide, /rom the barbarous nations by which it was fur- 
n>unded. The Caiti invaded Germany and RhaEtia, 
ravaging all with fire and fword ; but were, after 
feme time, repelled by Vicflorinus. The Britons 
likewife revolted, but were fupprefftd by Califurnius. 
But the Parthians, under their king Vologefus, Biade 
an inuption ftill mote dreadful than either of the 
fotmer; deflroying the Ron an kgions in Armenia; 
then entering Syria, and driving out the Roman go- 
vernor, and filling the whole counrry with terror and 
confufion. In order to i^op the progiefs of this bar- 
barous irruption, Verus hin)felf went in p<»rfon, be- 
ing acconij'anied by Aurelius part of the way, who 
did all in his power, both by giving him advice and 
proper attendants, to corre6 or reftrain his vices. 

However thefe precautions were fruiilefs ; Verus 
foon grew weary of all leftraint: he neglcfted every 
admonition ; and, thoughtlefs of the urgen^ry of his 
expedition, plunged himfelf into every kind of de- 
bauchery, i hele exceffes brought on a viol^^nt fever 
on his journey, which his conflituiion was fufficiently 
(Irong to get over : but nothing could corre<5t his vici- 
ous inclinations. Upon his entering Antioch, he rc- 
folved to give an indulgence to every appetite, without 
attending to the fatigues of war. Here, in ore of 
its fuburb?, which was called Daphne, which, from 
the fweetiiefs of the air, the beauty of its grove, the 
richnefs of its gaidens, and the fitfhnefs of its foun- 
tains, Teemed fitted for plcafure, he rioted in exctfles 
unknown, even to the voluptuous Greeks ; leaving 
all the glory of the field to his lieutenants, who were 
tent 10 reprefs the enemy. Thefe, however, fought 
with great fuccefs ; Statius I'rifcus took Aitazara; 
Manias put Vologefus to flight, took Seicucia, plun- 
dered 
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dered ami barnt Babylon and Ctefiphooy and demo* 
JiQied the magnificent palace of the kings of Parthia. 
In a courfe of four years, during urhich the war coft- 
tinued^ the Romans entered far intolhe Parthisttr coon- 
try, and entirely fubdacd it; but upon their return, their 
army was waffed to lefsthan half its former number by 
peftilence and famine. However, this was nb impe- 
diment to the Tanity of Verm, who refolred to enjoy 
the honours of a triumph, fo hardiy earned by others. 
Wherefore, having appointed a king oyer the Arme* 
nians, and finding the Parthians entirely fubdtied, he 
afTumed the titles of Armenlcus and Parthicus ; and 
then retained to Rome, to partake of a tgumph with. 
Aurelius, which he accordingly folemnt^ed with great 
pomp and fplendor. 

During the courfe of this expedition, which con- 
tinued for fome years, Aurelius was fedaloufly intent 
upon diilributin|{ jufUce and- happinefs to his fubjeds 
at home. He lirft applied himfelf to rhe regalatioti 
of public affairs, and to the correfling fuch iaults as 
he found in the laws and policy of the Aate. la thi^ 
endeavour, he (hewed a fiBgurlar rtfpt&, for the fenate, 
often permitting them to determine without appeal;, 
fo that the commonwealth feemcd in a manner onc6 
more revived under his equitable adminiftration. 6e>- 
fides, fuch was his application to bufinefs, that he of- 
ten employed ten days together upon the fame fiibjedl». 
maturely confidering it on all (ides, and feldbm de- 
parting from the feoatehoufe, t'dl night coming on,, 
the alfcnibly was difmilfed by the conful. But while 
thus gloriou(}y occupied, he was daily mortified with 
accounts of the enormities of his colJegoe ; being re- 
peatedly affiired of his vanity, lewdnefs and extrava- 
gance. However, feigning himfelf ignorant of thefe 
excefTcs, he judged mnrriage to be the bell method of 
reciaimiiig him ; and therefore fent him his daughter 
Lucilla, a woman of great beauty, whom Verus roar- 
lied at Antioch. But even this was found inefFe<flu- 
al ; Lucilla proved of a difpofiiion very unlike her fa- 
ther : and iniicad of correcting her h u (band's -extra Va- 
ganciesi only contiibated to iniiame them. Still, how* 

CTcr^ 
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^ Anreliiis boped^ that, upon his return /his pre- 
m would keep him in awe, and that happinefs 
ld| at lencth, be reOored to the (late. Bat in this 
le was difappoioted. His return only, fcemed fatai 
he empire ; lor this army carried back the plague 
H Parthia, and di0*eminated the infeAion into ail 
»ro?inces .through which itpafTed. 
ibthing could exceedthe mtlerable ftate of the em* 
hortly (ifttr the return of Verut. In this horrid 
■re wai reprefcnied an emperor, vnawed by exam- 
, or the calamitiet furroundinf himi giving way to 
•ard of debaucheriet . A raging peftileace fpreird- 
ttrror and de(blation through all parts of the weft- 
world { eartb^uaketf fominesy and inundatioas* 
I «s had tiivw before happened \ the produ^s of 
earthy throughout ail Italyi devoured by locufts f 
diebaiberous nations furrounding the entprre, the 
rmans, the Sarmatians* the Quadi ind Marco- 
mil taking advantage of its various ca!amitieS| and 
ting their irroptioos even into Haty itfelf. 1 he 
Ai doing all they could to put a ftop to the miletiel 
liefhttei by attempting to appeafe the gods; vowing 
frffenng numberlefi mcrifices $ celet^ating all the 
Tsd rites that had ever been known in Rome ; and 
fibitiog thefolemnity called Ledifternta»feven dayt 
tther« To crown the whole, thefe enthuftafls^ 
iatisfied with the impending calamities, making 
r, by afcribing the diftre/Tcs of the ftate to the im- 
:ies of the Chr iftians alorre ; fo that a violent per- 
diion was fcen reigning in all parts of the empire ; 
»hich Juftin Martyr, St. Polycarp, biftiop of Smyr- 
and an infimte number of others, fuftered mar« 
dom. 

In this fcene of univerfal tumult, defolation and 
trefs, there was nothing It'ft but the virtues and the 
fdora of one man alone to reffore tranquillity, and 
ng back happinefs to the empire. Aurelius began 
endeavours by marching aguinfl the Marcomanni 
J Quadi, taking Vcrus with him, who relu^antly 
t the ftnfunl dtlights of Rome for the fatigues of 
amp. They came iip to the Marcomanni near the 

city 
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city of Aquileia,. and, afrer a furious engagement, 
routed their whole army : then purfuing them acrofs 
the Alps, overcame them \n fevcral coniefls, and at 
lalt entirely defeating them, returned into Jtaly with- 
out any confiderable Iof§. As the winter 
U. C. was far advanced, Verus whs determioed 
Q2 2. upon going from A quileia to Rome, in which- 
A.D 1 69 journey he was feized with an apoplexy 
which put an end to his life, being thirty- 
nine years old, having reigned in conjun^ftion with 
AH^reiius n.ne. Sufpicion, which ever attends the 
fats: of princes, did not fail to afcribe his death to 
different caufes. Some fay that he was poifoned bj the 
cmprcfs Fauflina, foiuc by his own wife Lucilla, who 
WIS jealous of him for the paflion he bore his fnler 
Fabia: and others ftill were found to fay that Aure- 
Ijus had a hand in it ; but the number ot thefe reports 
ought to dedroy their credibility.. 

Aurelius, who had hitherto the fatigues of- govern- 
ing not ^nly an empire, but an emperor, being now left 
to himfelf, began to adt with greater diligence, and 
more vigour than ever. His fird care was to marry 
his daughter Lucilla once more to Claudius Pompo- 
nianus, a man of moderate fortune and humble Na- 
tion, but crainent for his honcfty, courage, and wif- 
dom. He then left Rome to finilh the war agalnfl the 
Mircomanni, who, joining with the Quadi, the Sar- 
matians, the Vandals, and other barbarous nations,, 
renewed the hodjliiies, with unufual rage and devaf- 
tdiion. I hey had fome time before attacked Vindex^. 
])r«fed of the Praetorian bands, and in a general bat- 
tle near the Danube, deflroyed no lefs than twenty 
ihoufand of his men. They even purfued the Romans* 
as far as Acjuileia, and would have taken the city, had 
pot the emperor led his troops in p^rfon to oppofc 
ihem.- Aurelius having rcpulf'ed the enemy, conti* 
nued his endeavours to reprefs them from future. in- 
Toads. He fpcnt in this laborious undertaking no lefs 
, ihao five years, harafling ihefe barbarous nations, fup* 
ttMlgj^lg .the mod dreadful fatigues, and fupplying, by 
P^^^BdCi of his courage, the defeats of a dellcatci 
" ^ con* 
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confiitution. The floic philofophy in which he was 
bred, had taught him a iimphcity of living, which 
fervcd as an example to the whole arn^y. The coir- 
mon foldier could not murmur at aiy hardfhips he 
was put uppn, when he faw the emperor himfelf every 
hour undergoing greater auftcriiies with chearful/c- 
fignation. By this condudV, Aurciius fo wearied out 
the enemy with repeated attacks, that he at lafl con- 
tlrained them to accept cf fuch terms of peace as he 
thought fit to injpole, and thus riturn<;d in triumph 
to Rome. 

Upon the emperor's rctnrn to Rome, he began his 
ufu.il endeavours to bcritlii mankind by a farther refor- 
mation of the internal policy o/ihe (late. Kc order, 
ed that no enquiry fliould be made after the fortune 
:rf d(ceafed pcrfons, who had teen dead five years. 
He moderated the public cxpencts, and icffencd the 
rumbcr of fhows and fports wliich were exhibited on 
'the amphitheatre. He particularly took the poor un- 
der his protc^ion ; he found fuch pleafure in reliev- 
ing their wants, that Kc confidered iiis ability to fup- 
ply the .di(5^atcs of his compaflkn, as one cf the 
'grcatcft happinefies of his life. Me labouied incef- 
fantly to rclliain the luxuries of the great, he prohi- 
bited the ufe of chariots and litters to perfons of in- 
ferior ftaticn, and endeavoured by all means 10 cor- 
re(5t the lewdnefs and difoulers of women. 

But his good endeavours were foon interrupted by 
a renewal of the former war. The baibarians no 
fooner perceived his army withdrawn, than they took 
up arms cnce more, and renewed their ravages with 
greater fury than before. They had now drawn over 
to their fide, all the nations from lllyricum, to the 
■fariheft parts of Gaul. Aurelius, ther-cfore, again 
f'avv himfelf furrounded with difficuhies ; his army 
had Been waded by plague and frequent engagements, 
aud his treafures entirely exhaufled. In order to re- 
medy thtfe inconveniencies, he encreafed his army, 
by enlifling (laves, gladiators, and the banditti. of 
.JDalmatia. To raife n^.oney, he fold all the nVov/;- 
' iibles belonging to the empire, and all the rich furni- 

lttr«. 
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ture which had been deported in the cabinets of 
Adrian. This fale, which continued for two months, 
produced fb confiderable a fum, as to defray all the 
expences of the war. His next effort was to march 
forward, and crofs the Danube by a brid*ge of boats. 
He then attacked the enemy, gained feveral advan- 
tages, burnt their houfes and magazines of corn, and 
received the fubmiflions of fuch, as had inconfiderate- 
ly joined in the invafion. The detail of his cam« 
paigns is but confufedly related by hiftorians s ,ODe 
battle in particular, is nientionedi which might have 
proved fataly had not fome rooft furprifing acctdisQifr 
interpofed. This engagement was began by the ene^ 
my's dingers acrofs a river, which indocc^d the Ro- 
mans to crofs it, and make a great daughter of tbofe»^ 
who attempted to defend its banks •h the oppoGte 
iide. The enemy judging they fhould be porfaed, 
retired, previoufly leaving fome bodies of arcbers, 
covered by a fquadron of horfe, to (kirmifh with the 
Romans, as though the^ defigned to flop their pro- 
^efs. The Romans, with inconfiderate valour, at* 
tacking this forlorn hope, purfued them among a chain 
of barren mountains ; where they found therofelves 
unexpedledly blocked up on every fide. However, 
they continued fighting, notwithflanding the diiad- 
vantages of the place | but the enemy prudcBtly 
declined engaging, not willing to leave that vi6lory 
to chance, which they expected from delay. At 
length, the exceiUve heat of the inclofed (ituation, 
the fatigues of long employment, together wjth a 
violent third, totally diHieaitened the legions, lliey 
now found, that they could neither fight nor retreat ; 
and that they mu(l run upon certain danger, or be- 
come a prty to their barbarous enemies. In this de- 
plorable exigence, while forrow and defpair were their 
only companions, Aurelius ran through their ranks, 
aad in vain endeavoured to re-kindle their hopes and 
their courage. Nothing wej^e heard but groans and 
lamenutions : nothing was feen but marks of terror 
'^foIatioD. At this dreadful juo^ure, andjuff 

u 
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as the barbarians were ready to fall upon them, we 
are aflured, bj fonie writers, that the (olemo prayers 
of a Chriflian legion which was anon^ them, pro« 
duced fuch a fall of rain, as iniUntly refrefhed the 
faioting army. The foldiers were feen holding their 
months and their helmets up to heaven, and receivinjf 
the (howers which came fo wonderfully to their relief. * 
The fame clouds alfo which ferved for their refcue, 
at the fame time difcharged fuch a terrible dorm of 
haily accompanied with thunder, agaioft the enemy^ 
as afloiufhed and confounded them. By this unloqk- 
ed for aid, the Romans recovering firength and cou- 
rage^ once more turned upon their putfuers, and cut 
them in pieces. 

Such are the circumftances of an engagement, ac« 
knowledged by pagan, as well as chriftian writers, 
only with this difference, that the latter afcribe the 
yiCtorj to their own, the former to the prayers of the 
emperor. However this be, Aurelius feemed fo fen* 
fible of miraculous afli^ance, that he immediately re« 
laxed the perfecutions agaioil the ChrilHansy and 
wrote to the fenate in favour of their religion. Notr 
withHanding this vidloiy the war continued for ibroe 
months longer ;• but after many violent coofllds, the 
barbarians feot to fue for peace. The emperor im- 
pofed conditions upon them, more or lefs fevere. as 
he found them more or lefs difpofed to revolt ; being 
a^ually refolved to divide their territories into pro- 
vinces, and fubjeA them to the Roman empire. How- 
ever, a frefh rebellion called him to the defence of hjs 
dominions at home. 

Avidius CalEus was one of the emperor's moft fa^- 
Tovrite generals, and had been chiefly inflrumcntal ip 
obtaining the Roman fucce/Tes in Parthia. His prin- 
cipal "merit feemed to confift in his reiloring the old 
difcipline, and in pretending a violent regard for the 
commonwealth in its Ancient form. However, all his - 
feeming regard for freedom, was only to feize upon 
the liberties of his* country for his owi) aggrandife- 
ment. Wherefore, finding his foldiers (for he was 
left with an army in the £afl) willing to fupport his 

pretenfionst 
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pretenfions, he proclaimed himfelf emperor in Syiia. 
One of his chief artifices to procure popularity wai, 
his giving out, chat he was delcended from the famous 
Caifiu^, who had conCpired againfl Caefar ; and, like 
him, he pretended, that his aims were for ihcrf:(la- 
biifhrnint of the commonwealth of Rome. He alfu 
caufed it to be rumoured, that Aurelius was dead, 
and afftded to fliew the greatest refpeA for his me- 
mory. By thefe pretences, he uni|ed a large body of 
men under his command, and, in a fhort time, 
brought all the countries from Syria to mount Taurus, 
under his fubjedlion. Thefe profperous beginnings 
fcived to encreafe the emperor's aflivity, but not his 
apprehenfjons. He piepared to oppole him without 
any marks of uneafinefs for the event ; telling hit (ol* 
diers. That he could freely yield up his empire to 
Avidiu9, if it fhould be judged conducive to the pub* 
fie good ; for, as to bis own part, the only fruits he 
had from exaltation, were ioccflant labour and fatigue. 
** I am ready," cried hf» '* to meet Avidius before the 
<* fenate, and before you ; and to yield him up the 
•* empire, without the effufion of blood, or ftriking a 
** blow, if it fliould be thought good for the people. 
*< But Avidius will never fubmit to fuch a tribunal ; 
•* he who has been f^ithlefs to his benefjAor, can nc- 
<* ver rely ii))on any man's profcfHons. He will not 
** even in cafe of being worfted, rely upon me. And 
•* yt't, my fellow foloicrs, my only fear is, and I fpcak 
** it with the (jreaieil finccrity, Icll he fhould ])ut an 
•< tn I to his* own life ; or left fomc, thinking to do me 
«« a feivice, fhould ha(len his death. T great«:ll 
«« lio;>e that I have, is to prove, that I can parJoothc 
•< mofl outrag'^ous offences, to make him my friend; 
*' even in fpite of his relu(flance ; and to flicw the 
*♦ world, that civil wars ihemfelvts can come to an 
'< haj>py iifuf." In the mean time, he who well knew 
that dcfperaie uiidei takings mufl have a fpecdy exe- 
cution, endeavoured to draw over Greece to his 
aiTu'lancc ; but the love which ail mankind bore the 
good emperor, fruflratcd his cxptdtations ; he was 
u/jabic to bring over a fingic city to efpoufc his inie- 

reiis. 
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Tefls. This repulfc feenned to turn tlie fcale of his 
-former tortuocs. His officers and foidiers began now 
to regard him with concempt, and at h[i flew him, in 
Jefs than four months after having firfl revolted. His 
Jiead was brought to the emperor, who rectived it 
with regret, .;ind ordered it an honourable interment. 
The reft of the confpirators were treated with great le- 
nity; feme fewof thero weicbanifheJ, but recalled foon 
after. This clemency was admired by fome, ard 
xondemned by others ; but the emperor little regarded 
the murmurs, or the applaufe of the multitude : guid- 
ed only by the goodneis of his own difpofition, he did 
what, to him, fcemed light ; content and happy in 
felf approbation. When fome took the liberty of 
/blaming his condud, telling him. That Avidius would 
not have been fo generous, had he been conqueror; 
•the emperor replied in this fubliroe manner, •* [ ntver 
*• fcrvcd the gods fo ill, or reigned lb irregularly, as 
•* to fear Avidius could ever be conqueror." 

Though Avidius was no more, yet Aurelius was 
fenfible that he had flill fome friends rtinaining, 
whom he was willing to win over. He thcitforc took 
a journey into the £a(l, where, in all placts, he at 
once charmed them with his affability, raiitd ihtir 
admiration with his cltmency, inftiudted iheni by 
•precept, and improved them by his example. The 
better to prevent fuch revolts for the future, he or- 
dained, That as Avidius was a native oi liie ccuntry 
in which he rebelled, no peifon, for the future, fhould 
command in the p'ace where he was born. In tliis 
journey, the emprtfs Fauflina was i:nexjK'(^edIy 
-feized with a violent diflemper^ and died. S-ie w^s 
a woman, whofe wanton life gave great fcandal 10 t!ie 
dignity of her flation ; however, her p.jfiive hufband 
either could not, or, at leafl, affe<5led not to Re htr 
enormities ; and willingly admitted th.e ill defervcd 
honours, which the fcnate inipoitunatcly decreed 10 
cber memory. 

• In 
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lo his way to Rome» lie vifited Atbentp where k 
conferred many honours oo the iohabitantf , and efla- 
bli(hed profeffors in all the fcieoces* wkh mufttficeat 
falaries for their eafe. Upon landing in Italy, ke 
quitted his foldier't habit, as alfo did all hit amijri 
and made his entry into Rome in the gown whidi 
was worn in peace. As he bad been aUesi alaioft 
eight years, he diftribnted to each citizen eight piccss 
of goldp and remitted all the debu doe to the treafiirf 
for fizty years pa(L At the fame time be nominaKd 
his foo Commodus, to fiicceed him in the cmpiMf 
and made him a nartoer in hit triumphal entrjr* He 
then retired for (ome time to a couotrj feat intoik 
arms of philoTophy, which delighted bis mind, aad 
guided his condu^ : he ofiiaily called it his mother^ 
10 oppofition to the court, which he coafidercd as kit 
(lep«mother. He alio was frequently heard lo %» 
** That the people were happy whofe pfailorepben 
** were kings, or wbofe kings were philo&iphcrs." 
He, in fad, was one of the moft confiderafale mea 
then in being ; and though he had been bom in the 
meaoeA ftation, his merits, as a writer, would htfc 
infured him immortality. But it was not with hiai 
mere fpeculation, his pra^ice was entirely guided by 
the principles of ftoiciim ; fo that his tranquillity was 
fuch, that he was ne?er obferved to feel any emotion, 
or to change countenance, either in joy or forrow. 
His chief mailers were, A Doljonius of Chalcis ; and 
Scxtus CheronenGs, graodfon to the famous Plotarcb ; 
thefe (hared bis bounty, as likewife did all the learned 
men of his time. He had learned the art of Co blend- 
ing liberality with the moft frugal oeconoroy, that he 
fecmed rather the equitable guardian of another*s 
wealth, than the pofTeflbr of his own. He was fo 
fenfible, that few underftood the art of giving, that 
he built a temple to the goddeis who prefided ofer 
benefits. 

In this manner having reflored profperity to bts 
fubjedts, and peace to mankind, he expeAed, in the 
decline of life, to refl from future toil. But it was 
his fortune to be ever employed. News was brought 
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him, that the Scythlaos^ and barbarous nations of the 
North, were again up in arms, and invaded the em- 
pire with furious impetwofity. He now, therefore, 
once more refolved to expofe his aged perfon io the 
iiJefeDce of his country, and made fpeedy prepara« 
fions to oppofe them. He went to the feoaie for the . 
firft time, and defired to have nfoney out of the pub- 
lic treafury. Though it was in his power to take 
what furos he thought proper without their confent, 
yet he openly declared. That emperors had no private 
property, not fo much as the palace in which they 
dwelt. The people, whofe love to the emperor daily 
increafed, finding him making preparations to leave 
them, and refolvmg to expofe himfelt in a dangerous 
war, aiTembled themfeJves before his palace, befkecli- 
ing him not to depart till he had given them inflruc- 
tions for their future condudl ; fo that if the Gv>ds 
ihould take him to themfclves, they might, -by his 
affiftance, continue in the fame paths of virtue^ into 
which he had l«d them by his example. 7'his was a 
requeft which the good emperor was highly pleafed in 
obeying ; he fpent three t/fiD\c days in giving chem 
fhon maxims, by which my might regulate their 
lives ; and, having finifhed his lediures, departed 
upon his expedition, amidfl the prayers and lamenta- 
tions of all his fubjefis.' The particulars of thefe 
campaigns are not related by hillorians; we can only 
fay, that he fought feveral bloody battles, where the 
vidory was alway^owing to his prudence, courage 
and example. He was condantly at the head of his 
men, and always in places the mofl expofed to dan- 
ger. He built feveral forts, and fo dilpofed his g^r- 
rifons, as to keep all his baibarous neighbours in awe. 
It was going to open his third campaign, that he wis 
feized with the plague at Vienna, which fcopped tlic 
'progrefs of His fucccfs. Nothing, however, couid 
abate his defire of being beneficial to mankind ; for 
though his fubmiffion to the will of Providence, mide 
him meet the approaches of death with tranquillity, 
liis fears for the youth and unpromifing difpohtion of 
Com modus, his fon and fucce^or, feemed to giv« 
Vol.11. M hiff" 
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him great ur.fafincfs, and aj»c»raTat?J the pains of nv 
luic. Stru;;g)ing with this x:>} re hrnfion. and 6aAa« 
at:ng bttwccn hn;^ and tear, he addr(nt;d hit friends 
andtLc prnci^a) oi'licrrs ihiit wcie <>aihered round his 
bed ; tcliing then, T*iiit us his ion wji now going/ 

• to lofe a father, tie ho^cd he fhould find many good 
fathers in thfm : I hat ihey would di*eCt hit youtbi 
and give hm fuch inftru^lions as wou!d be to the pub* 
Jic bcnefir as well as h:s cwn. '* Make him more 
** particularly fcnfible," continued the dying emperor, 
** that not all the itches and honours ('f this world. 
*' are fulBcient to fatisfy the luxury and ambition of 
*< tyrants; nor src the flrongefl guards and aimies 
•* ab!<; to defend tl.em fiom the juft reward of their 
" crimes. AfTure him, that ciur;! princes never en- 
'* joy a long and peaceful reign ; and that ;ill t! c real 
** dclighrs of power, are rcfcrved only fr«r ih-jfir, 
** whofe clemincy and mildnefs have gamed the 
** hearts of their people. It mull be yours to inform 
** him, ihat ol>edience by conflraint, is never lincer? ; 
*' and that he who would expefl fidelity among man- 
'< kind, mufl gain it frdflkheir afffdVions, not their 
" fears. Lav before hinrthe difti.uliy, and yet the 
** necclEty ot fctting bounds to his painons, as there 
" arc none ftt to his powfcr. Thefe are the truths to 
•* which he ought ever to attend • by fleadily incul* 
•* eating thefe, you will have the f.ifisfa^ion of form- 
<< ing a good prince, and the pleufure of paying my 
♦< memory the nobLll of all fervi^es, fince you will 
^ thus render it immortal." As he was (peakiog 
thefe lafl words, he waa fci'zed with a weakntis which 
(lopped his utterance, and brought him to his end the 
day following. He died in the fifty ninth year 
of his age, having reigned nineteen years and iome 
days. 

:1c feemi as if the whole glory and pttjfpcrity of 
the Roman empire died with Aurelius. From hence- 
forward we are to behold a tram of emperors ei- 
ther f icioai 09 impotent, either wilfully guilty, or un- 

MMk ^^ *^^^ ^^^ dignity of their flation ^ We are 

^■ftoU aa tmp.irei gtown too great, finkt'ng by its 

*■ own 
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•wn weight, {ijrroQnded by barbarous and ruccefsful 
enemies without, and torn by ambition and cruel fac- 
tion within : the principles of the time wholly cor- 
rapted ; philofophy attempting to legulate the minds 
cf men without the. aid of religion : and the u-armth 
of patriot! fm entirely evaporated, by being diffufed 
into too wide a circle* We fhall dill farther fmd tin: 
people becoming dull, as they grow impotent ; their 
hiflorians cool and fpiritlefs in the mod interelHng 
narrations, and the convulfions of the greatefl empire 
upon earth, defcribed in childifh points, or languid 
prolixity. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Com MOD u^, the Eighteenth Emperor of Rome, 

U. C. 1- H E merits of Aurelius • procured 
933. Commodus an eafy acctHion to the 
A. D., 180. throne. He was acknowledged emperor, 
firft by the army, then by the fenate and 
people, and (hortly after by all the provinces. But 
though he owed the empire to the adoption of his 
fuppofcd father, many were of opinion that he was 
the fpurious ifTue of a gladiator; his own condiKft 
afterward, and the wanton character of his mother 
Fauftina, having, perhaps, given rife to the report. 
He was about nineteen years of age when he entered 
upon-the empire ; his perfon was comely and robud : 
no man was more expert in all bodily exercifes than 
he ; he frequently fought with gladiators, and always 
came off vi^orious ; he threw the javelin, and fnot 
from the bow, fuch wonderful expertn€fs,as almofl ex- 
ceeded credibility. He never miffed hitting and killing 
the fleeted animals, though upon full fpecd, and this i.i 
any part of their bodies he thought fit. He killed, 
upon a certain Occafion, an hundred lions let loofe all 
It once upon the amphitheatre. He fiiot birds flying 
in the air with unerring aim, and cut off the beads 
oi an hundred oQriches, in their mod rapid motion, 
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with his arrows headed in the fhape of an half 
moon. 

But it had l)e«n happy for himfelf and mankind, if 
he had cuhivatcd the mental cxcrcifes with as much 
attention as thofe of the body. His whole reign is 
but a tiffue of wantonnefs and folly, cruelty and io- 
judicc, rapacity and corruption. There is fo ftrong 
a fimilitude between his con Judt» and that of Domt- 
tian, that a reader might be apt to imagine he was.pc* 
rufing the hiilory of the fame reign. 

He was received, upon his entrance into Rome, 
with a iranfport of applaufe from the people,, and, for 
fonie time, he (hewed himfcJf worthy of their affec* 
tfon. But fbon the Jevity of his temper, and the cor- 
rupt exemple of his favourite companions, turned him 
to the bafef^, meanefl porfuiis. He went with his 
aflbciatfs to taverns and brothels; fpent ihe day in 
feafHng, and the night in the moft abominable luxuries, 
having ncJ Icfs than three huiidrcd females, and as 
many males, for deteftable purpofcs. He icoromttted 
incefl, as Caligula did, with all his fiflers. He fome- 
times went about the markets in- a frolic, with fmall 
wares, as a petty chapman ; fomctimes he imitated a 
horfe courfer; and, at other times, drove his own 
chariot in a flave's habit. 

1 hofe he chiefly promoted refembled himfelf, be- 
ing rhe companions of his pleafures, or the miniflers 
of his cruelty. He took little care of the govern- 
ment, devolving nli the condu(5l of it upon one Pe- 
rennius, a perfon chiefly remarkable for his avarice and 
cruelly. In confequence of the enormities of this rai- 
uifter, a confpiracy was formed againfl Conimodus in 
the beginning of his reign, in wiiich his firter Lucilla, 
and her hufband Pompeianus, were principally con- 
cerned. The peifon employed to kill the emperot 
was one Quintianus, ' who coming up to him in a 
> dauntlefs manner, and holding up his dagger, cried 
o(kt ''The fenate fends thee this." But this un- 
guarded manner of proceeding frudrated his aim; 
^^rooe of the guards jud then feizmg his arm, pre- 
^^■l^r/ie/aral bloW| and he, foon after, madeadifco- 
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very of all hJs accomplices. Lucilla, Pompeianus, 
and Quiniianus were executed ; many other pcrfons, 
wholly ignorant, fhared the fame fate ; Pcrennius pro- 
.tceded facrificiog numbers of the fenate, as pretend- 
ed accomplices, but in reality with a view of feizing 
■pon their eftates and fortunes. Being thus grown 
extremely rich, he began to think of gaining the em- 
pire for bimfelf, and made fome progrefs in the at- 
tempt ; but bis dcftgn becoming apparent, Commodjs 
feemcd to roufe from his lethargy, and ordered both 
liim and his fons, who had been lent todrawthelegi- 
oas tp reroJt, for immediate execution. 

Two confpirators, thus difcovered and puniflicd, 
only fcrved to render the emperor flill more cruel and 
fiifpicious, and thofe cruelties begot new revolts. One 
Maternu^, at the head of a numerous banditti, waded 
Spain and Gaul, and refolved to attempt the empire 
ttielf. Iav>rder to efFeft this, upon a certain fefU^al, 
be ordered fome of his foldicrs to mix with the em- 
^ror's guards, and then afTafHaate him. But his own 
party, in hopes of ad?antage, betrayed their employer,, 
and he was executed, with many others, foon after. 
It was about this time alfo, that Cleaoder, the empe* 
ror's chief favourite, fell a facrifice to the indignation 
of the populace, for his haughty behaviour towards 
them. Another fiivourite, whofe name was Julian, was 
put to death by the emperor's command ; and fhortly 
after a third .(for this vicious prince could not reiga 
without a favourite) who was called Regillus, was 
executed in the fame manner. To thefe fucceeded 
the murder of his wife Crifpina, and his father's 
couiin german Fauftina, and numberlefs others, whofe 
rirtues or fortunes rendered them obnoxious to his 
capricious cruelty.' jf any perfon deGred to bp re. 
Tenged on an enemy, by bargaining with Commodus 
for a fum of money, he was permitted to deftroy him 
in fuch a manner as he thought proper. He com-, 
jnanded a perfon to be cad to t^e wild beads, for 
reading the life of Caligula in Sdetonius. He com*, 
nanded another to be thrown into a burning furnace,' 

for 
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for accidentally over-heatiog his bath. He would 
fometimest in a good humour, cut off men's nofnt 
under a pretence of Ihaving their beards ; and was 
hiniftlf fo jealous of all mankind, that he was oblig- 
ed to be his own barber. 

In the midd of thefe cruelties his ranity never for* 
Took him Inflead of being content with numberiefs 
titles, which his flattering knate were daily offerinf* 
he was rather willing to aifume fuch is were mod 
agreeable to himfelf. He, at one time, commanded 
himfclf to be flyled, Hercules, the fon of Jupiicr, 
and the better to imitate that hero, he carried a club, 
and drtfTed himfelf in a lion's (kin. But to dri?e the 
imitation as far as pofHble, and that he might appear 
to deflroy giants and monllers as the/ormer had done, 
he dreffed up feveral poor men and cripples, which 
were found begging in the Areets, like monflers, gtT- 
ing them fpunges to throw>at him inflead of Hones, and 
filling furioufly among them with his dub, he defiroj* 
fd ihem all. When tired of the Herculean habit, he 
afTumed that of an Amazon. He, at lan^, became fo 
abandoned as to forfake his palace, and live in a fbne* 
^ng fchool ; and fatiated with ail his former titles, he 
affumed the name of a famous gladiator. 

During thefe deplorable irregBlarities, the barba- 
rians on the frontiers of the empire were daily gain- 
>t)g ground , and though his lieutenants were laccefs- 
ful againd the Britons, the Moors, the Dacians, the 
Gerrii^ins and Pannonians, yet the empire was daily 
dtclining, (incc their number fecmed to encreafe by 
defeat ; fo that neither treaties could bind, nor vic- 
tories ttp<'l thtm. In the mean time, the emperor's 
anions were bccorr.e fo odious to k\l mankind, and (o 
contempibie to the citizens of Rome, that his death 
was ardently dtfired by all. At len^h, upon the 
fcafl of Janus, refoivtd to fence naked before the 
people, as a Gom:non gladiator, three of his fiienHs 
remonflrated to him upon the indecency of fuch a be- 
haviour. Thefe were Latus, his general, tle^lus, his 
chamberlain, and Marcia, a concubine, of whom he 

always 
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rfways appeared exceffively fond.. Their advice was 
attended with no other efftdl, than that of incenfing 
hm «gainft them, and inciting him to refolve upon 
their deftru^ion. Ii was his method, as well as Do- 
initian's, to put down the names of all fuch as he in- 
l/fcnded to put to death in a roll^. which he carefully 
kept by him. However, at this time, happening to 
p]»ce it upon his bed, while he was bathing in anothe r 
t^ooni, it was taken by a little boy, whom he piiiricJn- 
a'tely loved, who, playing with it for fonie tiii..c, 
brought it to Marcia, who was inftanily alainr.cd at 
the contents.. She immediately difcovered it to 
iactus and Elcfliis,, who perccivrng their dangerous 
4ituation, inftantlyfefolved the tyrant's death. After 
feme deliberatioo,. it was agreed upon to difpatch hitu 
hy poifon* Itt confeqaence of this, a draught, pro- 
bably opium,.was adminidered to him by the hands of 
JMarcia, which beginning to operate, cad him into a 
heavy flumber* In order to oonceal the faft, ihc im- 
inedtateJy.caufed.the company to retire, under pretence 
^i allowing him refl ; but 6nding him awake foon af- 
ter^, and taken with a violent vomitings (he ii^as great* 
ly. alarmed with fears of his recovery. In this exi- 
fiencei confulting with the reft of the confpirators> (he 
haClily iiitroduced a young man, called Narciflus, and 
Ib'ewing hira his own name, among the number of 
ihofe whom Commodus had defined to deftrudlion, 
(he prevailed Bpon him to affift in difpatching him. 
He boldly undertook the dangerous taik ; fo that th,e 
emperor was foon /Irangled by their united efforts, fry- 
this manner died Commodus, in the thirty firft year 
of his age, after an impious reign of twelve years and 
nine month ; and as if the example was given by him, 
few of his fucce/Tors efcaped a violent death. 
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CHAP. XX. 



PiRTiNiXf the Nineteenth Emperor of Rome. 

U. C, A H E fccrccy and expedition with which 
945 Commodus was a/Taffinated was fuch, that 
A. D. 191. few were at that time acquainted with the 
teal circumdances of his death. Hit 
hody was wrapped up in a bale of ufelefs furniture, and 
carried through the guards, mod of whom were either 
drunk or flceping. 

But previous to the aiTaffination, the conrpiraton 
had fixed opon a fucaffor. This was Helvius Fertinax^ 
whofe virtues and courage rendered him worthy of ths 
mod exalted ftation. • This extraordinary perfonajc 
had pa/Ted through many changes of fortune* He 
was originaliy the fon of an enfranchifed flave^ called 
JElius, who only gave him fo much learning as to 
qualify him for keeping a little (hop in the city. He 
then became a fchooNmader, afterwards ffudied the 
•law, and after that became a foldiier ; in which flatten 
his behaviour was fnch, as caufed him to be Toon made 
a captain of a cohort againd the Parthians. Being 
thus introduced to arms, he went through the ufual 
gradations of military preferment in Britain, and 
l/icfiAf until he became the commander of a legion 
under Aurclius. In this flation he performed uich 
excellent ferviccs againfl the barbarians, that he was 
made confui, and fucceflively governor of Dacia, 
Syria, and AGa Minor. In the reign of Commodus, 
he was banifhed, foon after recalled, and fent into 
lirit.iin to reform the abufes of the army. In this 
employment his ufual extraordinary fortune attended 
him : he was oppofcd by a fcdition among the legions, 
and left for dead among many others, that were (lain. 
Ho were r, he got over his danger, fcvcrely punilhcd 

the 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 249 

• 

the mutineers; acdeffablifhed regularity and difcipline 

"^mong the troops he was fent to command. From 

thence he was removed into Africa, where the feditioa 

of the foldiers had lilce to have been as fatal to him 

as in his former government. Removing from Africa^ 

■od fatigued with an adive life, he betook himfcJf to 

-Retirement , but Commodus, willing to keep him Aill 

in view, made him praE;fe^ of the city i which em- 

L4>1oyment he £IIed, when the confpirators fixed upon 

-him, as the properefl perfon to fuccoed to the empire. 

His being advanced by Coromodus onJv ferved to 

. *increafe his fears of falling as an objedl 0/ his fufpi- 

ci ons ; when, therefore, the confpirators repaired to * 

his houfe by night, he confidered their arrival as a 

command from the emperor for his death. Upon 

Laetus entering his apartment, Pertinax without any 

. fliew of fear, , cried out, that for inany days he had 

•cxpc^ed to end his life in that manner, wondering 

' ihat the emperor had deferred it fo long. However, 

'he was not a little furprifed when informed of the 

real caufeof iheii vifit ; and being flrongly urged to 

••accept of ; the empire, he at laft complied with their 

offer.. 

Being carried to the camp, Pertinax was proclaim- 
ed emj)eror ; foon after the citizens and fenaie con- 
fentcd ; their joy for the clecftion of a new fovereign ^ 
being fcarce equal to that for the death of the former. 
They pronounced Commodus a parricide ; an enemy 
to the gods* his country and all mankind; and com- 
manded, that his corpfe (hould rot upon a dunghill. 
In the mean lime, they faioted Pertinax as emperor 
and C«far, with numerous acclamations, and chear- 
fnlly took the oaths of obedience. The provinces 
(bon after followed the example of Rome ; lo that he 
began his reign with univerfal fatisfadlion to the whole 
empire, being in the fixty eighth year of his age. 

Nothing could exceed the juflice and wifdom of 
this monarch's reign, the fliort time it continued. He 
pgnifticd ail thofe who had ferved to corrupt the late 
CHiperor, and difpc^ied of his ill go; pofleflicns to-* 
M 5 ^ public: 
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public ofts. He attempted to reftraio the Iicentiouf- 
nefs of the Praetorian bands^ and put a (bp to the in- 
juries and infolences they committed againft. the peo- 
ple. He fold moft of the buffoons and jeders of 
Commodus as (laves ; panicularJy fuch as had obfcene 
names. He continually frequented the fenate as oftea 
as it fate, and never refufed an audience, even to the 
meaned of the people. His fuccefs in foreign affaits 
was •qual to his internal policy. When the barbarous 
nations abroad had certain intelligence th»t he was 
emperor, they immediately laid down theti arms, well 
knowing the oppolition they were to expert from fo 
experienced a commander. His great error was ava- 
rice, and that, 'in fome roeafure^ ferv.ed to haflen his 
ruin. 

The Prsetorian foidiers, whofe manners he badal^ 
tempted to reform, having been long corrupted by 
the indulgence and profufion of their former monarch, 
began to hate him, for the parlunony and difcipline 
he had introduced among them. They therefore re- 
folved to dethrone him ; and for that purpofe detlar- 
ed Maternus, an ancient fenator, emperor^ and en- 
deavoured to carry him to the camp to procJaioi 
him. Maternus, however, was too ju(t to the merits 
of Pertinax, and too faithful a fubjefl, to concur in 
their fediiious dcflgns ; wherefore efcaping out of 
their hands, he fled, firrt to the emperor, and then 
out of the city. They then nominated one Falco, 
another fenator, whom the fenate would have ordered 
for execution, had not Pertinax interpo(ed„ who de- 
clared^ that, during his reign, no fenator fhould fuffer 
death. 

The Praetorian foidiers then refoJved unanimoufly 
not to ufe any fecret confpiracies, or private contriv- 
ances, but boldly to feize upon the emperor and em- 
pire at once. They accordingly in a tumultuous 
manner, marched through the ftreets of Rome, and 
entered the palace without oppodtion. Such was th^ 
terror at their approach, that the greated part of the 
^perOr*& attendants forfook him ; while thofe who 
; remained, 
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remained, earnediy intreated him to fly to the body of 
the people, and interefl them io his defence. How- 
ever, he rejected their advice, declaring, that it was 
unworthy his imperial dignity, and all his pad a^ions^ 
to fave* himfelf by flight. Having thus refolded to 
foce the rebeb, he had fome hopes, that his prefence 
alone, wt)uld terrify and confound them. But what 
could his former virtues, or the dignity of command, 
avail againft a tumultuous rabble, nurfed up in vtce^ 
and mmiftert of former tyranny ? One Thaufias, a 
Tungrian, (Irock him with his lance on the bread, 
crying out, " 1 he foldiers fend you this.** Peninax 
finding all was over; covered his head with his robe, 
and funk down, mangled with a multitude of wounds, 
which he received from various aflaifins^ Eledlus, 
and fome more of his attendants, who attempted to 
defend him, were alfo (lain : his fon and daughter 
only efcaped, who happened to be lodged out of the 
palace. Thus, after a reign of three months, Per- 
tinax fell a facriiice to the licentious fury of the Prx. , 
torian army. From the number, of his adventures, 
he was called the Tennis-ball of Fortune; and cer- 
tainly no man ever experienced fuch a variety of ^ 
filuauoos^ with fo blanieiefs a character. 
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CHAP. XXL 



Di»iu8 JvLiANy the Twentieth EkPMLOR of Rome. 

T 

U. C. 945* >!• H E foidiert haviirg committed this 
A. D. 192. outrage, retired with great pfecipitatioo ; 
and getting oot of the eity to the reft of 
their compantonsy expeditioofly fordBediltcir camp^ 
expe^ing to be attacked by the citizent • Two days 
having (luiTed wicboot any attempt of the kind* they 
became more infoient ; and willing to make afe of the 
(tower of which they found themfelTcs poflefTed* 
made proclamation, that they wodd fell the empire 
to whoever would purchafe it at the hrghefl price. In 
confequenee of this proclamation, fo odious and on* 
jiiU, only two^idders were found; namely Sulpictin 
anJ Drdiuf . The former, a confular peribn, prvfed 
of the city, and fon- in-law to the late emperor Per- 
tinax. The latter, a confular perfon likewife, a great 
lawytr, and the wealthieA man in the city. He was 
fitting; with fome friends at dinner when the procla* 
mar ion was publifhed ; and being charmed with the 
profped of unbounded power, immediately rofe from 
the tabi;, and hafleoed to the camp. SuLpiciao 
w;is got there before him ; but as he had rather pro- 
ihifcs, than treafure, to be (low, the offers of Didias, 
who produced iniraenfe fums of ready money, pre- 
vailed. He was received into the camp by a ladder; 
and they inflanrly fwore to obey him as emperor. 
From the camp he was attended by his new ele^ors 
into the city ; the whole body of his guards, which 
confided of ten thoufand men, ranged round him in 
(uch order, as if they had prepared for battle, and 
not for a peaceable ceremony. The citizens, how- 
ever, refufcd to confirm, his ele^ion, but rather 
cut fed him as he paHed, Upon being conduced to 

the 



EMPIRE OF RONffr. 255 

to the fenftte houfe, he addrefTed the f^w fenators that 
were prcfcnt in a ¥ery laconic fpecch. Fathers y yint 
tuant an emper§r ; and I dm the Jittefi per/on you can 
cboofe. But even this, (hort as it feems, W4S unnecef* 
fary, fincc the fenatc had it not in ihcir power to re- 
fufe their approbation', ^is fpeech being backed by 
the army, to whom he had given about a milhon cA 
eur money, fuccecdcd. The choide of the foldicrt 
was confirmed by tR^ fenatc, and tOidius was acknow- 
ledged emperor now in the fifty feventh year of his age. 

It fhould feem by this weak monarch's condu^, 
when feated on the throne, that he thought the go. 
vemment of an empire rather a nleafure than a toil, 
lodead of attempting to gain the hearts of his fubje^s, 
he gave himfelf up to cafe and in«ifltvitv, utterly re- 
gardieft of the duties of his Nation. He was mild 
and gentle indeed, neither injuring any, nor expert- 
iflg to be injured. . But that avarice, by which he be- 
came opulent, dill followed him in his enalcation ; fo 
that the veryfoldiers who clerted him, foon began to 
dete^ him for thofe qualities To very oppofite to a mi- 
litary chara^cr. 1 he people al fo, agamft whofe con- 
fent he was chofen, were not Icfs inimical. When- 
ever he ifTued fiom his palace, they openly poured 
forth their imprecations againft him, crying out, that 
he was a thief, and had (f )len the empire. Didiu?, 
however, in the true fpirit of a trader, patiently bore 
it all, fometimes beckoning them, with fmiles, to ap- 
proach him, and leftifying his regard by every kind 
of fubmiflion. 

While Didius was thus contemptuoufly treated at 
home, two valiant generals in different parts of the 
empire, difclaimcd his authority, and boldly refolved 
to flrike at the throne for themfelves. Thcfe were, 
Pefccnnius Niger, governor of Syria ; and Septimus 
Severos, commander of the German legions. Niger' 
was beloved by the people for his clemency and va- 
lour; and the report of his propofing Pertinax for 
his model, and relolving to revenge his death, gained 
him uoivcrfal clle^m among the people. Beiug thus 

apprized 
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apprized of their incIinatioDs, he easily induced hw 
army in Syria to pioclatni htm emperor ; and his title 
was fliortly after acknowledge*! by all the kings and 
potentatcsjn Alia, who lent their ambdfTadors tohim 
as their lawful prince. The pleafore of thus bein;; 
treated as a monarch, in fome nieafure retarded hii 
endeavours to fccure his title. Entirely iatisfied with 
the homage of thofe about him, he ncgleded the op- 
portunities of fupprefling his riva!s» and gave himfdf 
up to feading and luxury at Antioch. i'he condud 
of SeveruSf an African by bitth, was very different. 
Being proclaimed by his army, he bt^gan by promifiDg 
to revenge the death of Pertinax, and took upon 
him his name. He next fecured the fidelity of all 
the Hrong places in his province, and then refolvedi 
with the utmod expedition, to march, with his whole, 
force, diredlly to Rome. 

In the mean time, Didius, who difregarded the 
attempts of Niger, was greatly alarmed at. thofe of 
Severus. He firlt, with many loiicitations^ procured 
the fenate to proclaim him traitor* He then applied 
himfclf to make the neceifary provifions to oppofe 
him, in which he found nothing but difappointment. 
The cohoits that ele^ed hlnrt, were enervated by 
vice and luxury; the people deteAed h»s caufe ; and 
the cities of Italy had long been difufed to the arts of 
war. Some advifcd him to march forward, and meet 
Severus, as he was crolfing the. \lps ; others were 
for fending the generals upon that, expedition. The 
unfortunate Didius, unequal to the talk of empire, 
and quite confounded with the multiplicity of coun- 
fels, could take no other refoluiion but that of await- 
ing his rival s coming at Rome Accordingly, foon 
after being informed of his approach, he obtained the 
^r,o rn^'l »!• ^^"^'^ '^ ^^"^ ^''^ ambafladors. offer- 
2 reieXd h""" ^^^'^^^r of the empire. Bui Sevc 
TodTr i::i& ;-;J-- of is own arength. 
foon appeared of thl f ^r Pl^^pofer. The fenate 

began 
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^gan to abandon him. They new be^an to alledgey 
hbat he who couJd not defend the empire was not 
jvorthy to govern if. Didius vainly endeavoured to 
feduce them to their duty, iirfl by entreaties; and 
then by threats ; but thefe only ferved to halUn his 
4dcftru^ion. Tire fenate being called together, as 
yifAS formerly pia(5lif€d in the times of the common- 
wealth, by the confuls, they unanimoufly decreed, 
'l hat Didius fhould be deprived of the empire, and 
{that Severus (houid be proclaimed in his (lead. They 
.then commanded Didius to be Hafn, and fent nie/Ten- 

ters for this purpofe to the palace, where they found 
tm difarmed, and weeping among a few friends, that 

,ftill adhered to his intereft. When the executioners 
began to prepare for their fatal errand, he cxpoflulat- 

;ed with them, demanding what crime he had com- 
mitted? He couid not. be perfuaded to think, that 
jpaying his money, and receiving an empire in ex- 
change, deferved fo fevere a puni(hment. The exe- 

•cuiioners, however, were neither able nor willing to 
enter into the merits of the caufe ; they prcfently led 
him into the fecret baths of the palace, and obliging 
him to (Iretch his neck forward after the manner (^ 
condemned criminals, flruck off his head, and placed 
it up in thofe courts where he had formerly pleaded . 
with great fuccefs* 
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CHAP. XXII. 



Sep-timus Severus, the Twenty-firft Empbrok 
of Rome. 

IT. C. 948. qn 

A. D.I 95. 1 HE fenate hsfving thus difpatched 
Didius, feni ambaffadors to Severus» yield- 
ing him bbfdiencei granting him the enfigns and the . 
nfiial liHes of empire, and informing him of the death 
of Did ins. Severus, who was now about forty -fcTcn 
years of age, received them with all proper refpc£l,, 
and entertaining them honourably, • continued his 
march towards Rome. As he came near the city, bis 
fir(f exertion of power was, to have all the Praetorian 
foldiers, who had lately fold the empire, come forth 
unarmed, to meet him. Thefe, though fenfible of 
jheir danger, had no other refource left but compli- 
. ance ; and accordingly came forward, with branches 
of laurel, as if to welcome his approach. Severus, 
however, foon (hewed how little capable their prefent 
fubmilfion was, to atone for their pafl offences : after 
upbraiding them, in a (hort fpeech, with all their 
criroes, he coTimanded them to be inrftantly-ftripptd. 
of their military habits, deprived of- the name and 
honour of foldiers, and banifhed an hundred miles 
from Rome. He then entered the ciiy in a military 
manner, took pofTcfiion of the palace, and promifed 
the fenate to condud himlelf with clerbency. and juf- 
tice. However, though he united great vigour with 
the moft refined policy, yet his African cunning was 
confidered as a particHlar dcfe«*l in him. He is cele- 
hfated for his wit, learning, and prudence ; but 
equally blamed for infidelity and cruelty. In (hort, 
*^e feemed equally difpofed to the performance of the 
jreatefl adls of virtue, and the moil bloody feveriiies. 
l5 ^^fi^ti his command, by feizing all the children of 
*\ at had. employ ment^vaw^jj^rity in the £a{}, and 
^ -^ -' detained . 
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detained them as pledges for their fathers* loyalty. He 
aext fupplied the city with corn, and then with ail 
pofnble expedition, marched againfl Niger, who was 
Sill contidered and honoured as emperor of the Eaft. 

One of the chief ob/lacles to his march was, the 
leaving behind him Ciodius Albinus, commander of 
the legions in Britain, whom he by all means endea- 
Toured to fecure in his intereils. For this end he en- 
deavoured to prevail upon him, by giving him hopes of 
facceediog to the empire ; inlinuating, that he himfelf 
vas declining, and his children as yet but infants. 
To deceive him ilill farther, he wrote in the fame 
fltle to the fenace, gave him .the title of Caefar, and 
jordered money to be coined with his image. Thefc 
liVtifices ftrving to lull Albinus into falfe fecurityi Se- 
TCI us marched againft Niger with all his forces. After 
Jbme undecifive cOnfii^s, the lafl great battle that was 
fought between thefe extraordinary men* was upon 
the plains of KTusi on the very fpot where Alexander 
bad formerly conquered Darius. Befide the two 
great armies drawn up on the plain, the neighbouring 
tnountains were covered within6nitenumbers of peoplfn,^ 
who were merely led by curio(ity to become ipe^atojjl' 
of an engagement that was to determine the empire'c^ 
the world. The fate of the battle was what we havt 
almofl ever found between European and Aliatie 
troops» of nearly equal numbers. Severus was con^ 
queror; and Niger's head being (Iruck off by feme 
foldiers of the conquering army» was infultingly ear« 
ried through the camp on the point of a launce. 

This vidlory fecured Severus in the poffeffion of the 
throne. However, the Parthians, Periians, and fome 
other neighbouring nations, took up arms» under a 
pretence of vindicating Niger's caufe. The empeior 
marched againll them in perfon, had many engage* 
meots with them, and obtained fuch fignal vidories 
over them, as enlarged the empire, and edablifhed. 
peace in the ead. 

Niger being no more, Severus now turned his vieu s. 
agairiit Albinus, whom be refolvesd by every means to- 
dcftroy. For this purpofe he.fent adaiEos into Bri. 

taiBa^ 
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tain, under a prctcnc* of bringing him letters, bet 
in reality to difpatch him. Albinus being appiized 
of their dcfjgns, prevented their attempt, by recur- 
ring to open force, and proclaiming himfelf cmfjcror. 
Nor was he wiihoot a powerful army to fupport his 
preienfions; of which Siverus being fenfibie, bent 
his whole force to oppofe him. From the eafl he 
continued hi$ courfe acrofs the Streighis of Byzaoti- 
um, into the moft wcftern parts of tfurope, withoct 
intermidi'^n. Equally regardJcfs of the mo.'l parch- 
ing heats, and mod rigorous colds, he led hisfoldiers 
barehearU'd over mountains covered with fnow. Al- 
binus being informed of his approach, went aver to 
meet him with his forces into Gaul ; (6 that the cam- 
paign on both fide^ was carried oo with great wigoou 
Fortune Teemed for a while yartalUe | but at laft a de- 
cifive engagement came oii, which! was one of the 
mo(t defperate recorded in the Roman ftory. It \ih 
ed from morning till night, without any (eeming ad- 
vantage on either fide ; at length, the troops of Stve- 
rus began to fly, and he himfelf happening to fall 
from his horfe, the army of Albinut cried out vidory. 
But the engagement was foon renewed with vigour by 
Lxtus, one of Severus's command<frs, who came Dp 
with a body of rcferve, defigning to dcftroy both par- 
ties, ar>d make him'tif emperor: this attempt, though 
defigned againfl both, turned out entirely to the ad- 
vantage of Sever us. He, therefore, ag-iin chaiged 
with fuch fury and exaf^nef^, that he foon plucked 
the victory from thofc who but a fhori time before 
• fifcmcd conqiifrors ; and purfuing them into the city 
of Lyons, took Albinus prifoner, and cut off his 
liead ; treating his dead body with infulis that could 
only flow from a mean and revengeful temper. All 
the fenaiors who were (lain in battle, he ordered to 
be quartered, and fuch as were tak^n alive, were i^^ 
mediately executed. 

Having thus*, by means of his army, fecored him- 
felf in podefFion of the empire, 4i|)on W%n return to 
Ki;me, he loaded his foldiers with rewards and ho- 

oourf,. 
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■ours, giving ihem fuch privileges as (Irengthened his 
own power, while they dedroyed that of the Aate* 
For the foldiers, who had hitherto ihewed the flrong- 
^il iDclioations to an abufe of power, were sow made 
arbiters of the fate of emperors ; and we fliall hence- 
forward behold them fetting them up, and dethron* 
ing them, at pleafure. 

Being thus fecure of his army,- he refolved to give 
way to his natural turn for conqueil, and to oppofe 
his arms againfl the Parthians, who were then invad- 
ing the frontiers of the empire. Having, therefore,. 
previouHy given the government of domeilic policy ro 
one Flautian, a particular favourite of his, to whofe 
daughter he married hit fon Caracalla, he fet out 
for the eail, and profecuted the war with his ufual 
expedition and fuccefs. He forced fubmiflion from 
the king of Armenia, deftroyed feveral cities in Ara- 
bia Felix, landed on the Parthian coads, took and 
plundered the famous city of Ctefiphon, marched 
back through Palefline and Egypt, and at length re* 
turned to Rome in triumph. 

During this interval, Plautian, who was left to di* 
rt& the affairs of Rome, began to think of afpiring 
to the empire bimfelf . He had before been remark* 
ably cruel to the Chriilians, and now he refolved to 
encreafe the number of his crimes by ingratitude and 
treafon. Upon the emperor's I'eturn, he employed a 
tribune of the Praetorian cohorts, of which he was 
the commander, to afTafEnate him ; as likewife hi* 
fon Caracalla. The iribune feemed cheerfully to un- 
dertake this dangerous office ; but inllead of going 
through with it, informed Severus of his favourite's 
treachery. He at firfl received it as an improbable 
ftory, and as the artifice of fome one who envied his 
favourite's fortune. However, he was at laft pcr- 
fuaded to permit the tribune to cohd 0(51 Plautian to 
the emperor's apartments. With this iiiteni, thetri- 
bune went and amuftd him with a pretended account 
of his killing the emperor and his ion, deGring him, 
if he thought it fit to fee them dead, to come with 
him to the palace. As Plautian ardently defired theie 

deaths. 
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deaihs, he readily gave credit to this relation, and 
following the tribune, was coRdu<5ted, at midnight, 
into the innermod recefTes of the palace. But what 
mud, have been his difappointment, when, instead uf 
finding the emperor lying dead, as he expc^eJ, be 
beheld the room lighted up with torches, and Seve^ 
rus, furrounded by his friends, prepared in array (• 
receire him. Being aiked by the emperor, with a 
flern coqnienance, what had brought him there at 
that unfeafonable time i he was, at Hrfl, utterly con- 
founded ; wherefore, not knowing what excufe to 
make, he ingenuoufly confefled the whole, iotieating 
forgivenefs for what he had intended. The emperor 
feemed, in the beginning, inclined to pardon ; bot 
Caracalla, his fon, who, from the earlieft age, (hew* i 
cd a difpofition to cruelty, fpuroed him away io tbt- 
midlt of his fupplications, aad, with hit fword, raa 
him through the body.. 

Severus having efcaped this danger, fpent a coflfi- 
derable time in ? ifiting Tome cities ia Italy, permit* 
ting none of his officers to fell places of trud or dig- 
oitv, and difhibuting juftice with the (Iridefi impar* 
tiafity; He took fuch an exaA •rderin managing his 
exchequer, that, not with (landing his great expenccf, 
he left more money behind him than any of hisprede- 
cefTors. Hs armies alfo were kept upon the fame re- 
fpeAable footing ; fo that he feared no invafion. Be- 
ing equally attentive to the prefer.vation of all parts of 
the empire, he refolved to make his la(l expedition 
into Britain, where the Romans were in danger of 
being dedroyed, or compelled to fly the proTince. 
Wherefore, after appointing his two fons, Caracalla 
and Geta, joint fuccefTors in the empire, and taking 
them with him, he landed in Britain, to the great 
terror of fuch as had drawn down his refentment. 
Upon his progrefs into the country, he left his fon 
Geta in the fouthern part of the province, which had 
continued in obedience, and matched, with his foo 
Caracalla, againd the Caledonians. In this expedi- 
tion, his army fuffered prodigious hardfhips in pur- 
fuing the enemy ; they were obliged to haw their 

way 
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way through intricate fore/Is, to drain extenfjve 
rinarfhes, and form bridges over rapid rivers; fo that 
^bc lofl fifty thoufand men by fatigue and Hcknefs. 
^Mowever» he fupported all thefe inconveniencies with 
rvoremitting bravery ; and profecuted his fucce/Tes 
;with fuch vigour, that he compeJied the eAemy to 
'heg for peace; which they obtained, not without the 
? forreodcr of a confiderable part of their country, to- 
gether with all their arms and military preparations. 
Thus giving peace to Britain, for its better fecurity, 
he built that famous wall, which ilill goes by his 
name, extending from Solway Frith, on the weft, to 
the German ocean, on the ea(h It was eight feet 
' broad, and twelve feet high, planted with towers, at 
ft mile diftance from each other, and communicating 
by pipes of brafs rn the wall, which conveyed in/lruc- 
tions from onegarrifon to another with incredible dif- 
patch. Severus having thus punched his enemies, re- 
-tired to York; where, partly through age and fa- 
tigue, and partly through grief for the irreclaimaWe 
liife of Caracalla, he found himfelf daily declining. 
To add to the diflrefs of his fituation, he was inform- 
ed, )j)at the foldiers had revolted, and declared his 
(on emperor. In this e^gence, he feemed once 
more to recall his natural vigour ; he got himfelf im- 
mediately into his litter, and commanded the new 
emperor, wiih the tribunes and. centurions, to be 
brciight before hi«n. i hough all were wrlling to 
court the favour of the young emperor, fuch was the 
authority of Seveius, that none dared to difobey. 
They appeared bcibre.him confounded and trembling, 
and implored pardon upor; their knees. Upon which, 
putting his hand to his heed, he cried out, •• Know, 
*« that it is the head that governs, and not the feet." 
However, foon perceiving his diforder to increafe, 
and knowing that he could not outlive it, he CQuld 
not help obfervin^ in his agony. That though he had 
been ail that a man could be, it was of no fervice to 
him at ihat painful hour. Then ordering his urn to 
be brought, wherein his aflies were to be inclofed, 
. ♦* Little urn," faid he, •• thou (halt now contain what 

^•the 
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*• the world could not contain.** Then addrefiing his 
friends that flood near hind, *• When I took the cm* 
** pire upon me,'* faid he, " f found it declining and 
** exhauded : I now leave it ftrong and falling, to ray 
** fons, if they prore virtuous ; but feeble and defpc- 
•* rate if othcrwife." His pains now increafing, ef- 
pecially in his feet, he called for poifon ;■ which being 
refufed him, he loaded his (lomach with food, which 
not being able to digefl, it foon brought him to his 
end, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, after an adive, 
though cruel reign of about eighteen years* 



CHAP. XXIII. 



Caracalla and Geta, the Twenty-fccond Empe* 
RORS of Rome. 



VjdARACALLA and Geta being acknowledged at 
emperors by the army, began to fhew a^ mutual katred 
to each other, even before their arrival at Rome. 
Their only agreement was, in rcfolviog to deify Seve- 
rus, theit father ; but foon after, each fought to at- 
tach the fenate and army to his own particular inte- 
reft. They were of very oppofite difpofiiions : Ca- 
racalla was fierce and cruel to an extreme degree; 
Cera was mild and merciful ; fo that the city fooo 
found tiie dangerous efFc^s of being governed by two 
princes of equal power and contrary inclinations. 

But this oppoiition was of no long continuance ; 
for Caracalla being refolved to govern alone, furioufly 
entered Geta's apartment, and followed by rufiianSf 
flew him in his mother's arms. Having committed 
this dcteflable murder, he ifTued, with great haflc, 
from the palace, crying out. That his brother would 
have flain him; and that he was obliged, in feff-de- 
fence, to retaliate the intended injury. He then took 
•refuge among the Praetorian cohorts, and in a pathe- . 
*^ tic 
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tic tone began to implore their afli/lance, flill making 
the fame excufe for his condu<5l. To this he added a 
much mote prevailing argument, promiHng to be(low 
upon them, the largefs lifually given upoo the eledlion 
of new emperors, and diAributing among themalmolfc 
all the treaitjres which had been amafTed by his father. 
By fuch perfuaOves, the foldiers did not hefitate to 
proclaim him fole emperor, and to'fligmatize ihe me- 
mory of his brother Geta as a traitor, and as enemy 
to the commonwealth. The fenators were foon after 
induced, either through favour or fear, to approve 
what had been done by the army ; Caracalla began to 
reign alone, wept for the death of his brother, whom 
he had (lain ; and, to carty his hypocrify to the utmofl 
extreme, . ordered him to be adored as ^ God. 

Beipg now emperor, he went on to mark his courfe 
with blood. Whatever was done by Doroitian, or 
Kero, fell fliort of this monfter*s barbarities. Lastus, 
who firih advifed him to murder his biother, was the 
fir fl who fell a facrifice to his jealoufy. His own> 
wife, Plaotina, followed Papinian, the renowned 
civilian, was beheaded, for refufing to write in vin- 
dication of his cruelty ; anfwering the emperor's re- 
quefl, by obfeiving, That it was much eaficr to com- 
mit a parricide, than to defend it. He commanded 
all governors to be flain, that his brother had appoint* 
cd, and deflroyed not lefs than two thoufand perfons 
that had adhered to his party. Whole nights were 
fpent in the execution of his bloody, decrees ; and 
the dead bodies of people of all ranks were carried 
out of the city in carts, where they were burnt in 
heaps, without any of the ceremonies of a funeral. 
•Upon a certain occafion, he ordered his foldiers to 
fci.upon a crowded audience in the theatre, only for 
difcouncenancing a charioteer, whom he happened to 
favour^ Perceiving himfelf hated by the people, he 
poblicly iaid, That he could infure his own fafety; 
though not their love ; fo that he neither valued their 
-ireproadiiesy nor feared their hatred. 

This 
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This fafety, which he fo much built upon, was 
placed in the prote^ion of his foldiers. He htd ex- 
haufted thetreafury, drained the provinces* and com- 
mitted a thoufand ads of rapacity, merely to keep 
them dtdhd in his. interefls ; and being di^fed to 
trufl himfelf with them particularly, he resolved to 
lead them upon a Tifit through all the provinces o( 
the empire. He firft went into Germaoyv where to 
oblige the natives, he drefled himfelf in the habit of 
their country. From thence he travelled into Mace- 
donia, where he pretended to be a great admirer of 
Alexander the Great ; and, among other extravagao* 
cies, cau fed a (latue of that monarch to be nade 
with two faces ; one of which refembled Alexander, 
and the other himfelf. He was fo cerruptod by flat- 
tery, that he called himfelf Alexander; walked as 
he was toM that monarch had walked, and. like hinif 
bent his head to one ihoulder. Shortly after, arrit- 
ing at LefTcr Afia, and the rains of Troy, as he wsu 
viewing the tomb of Achilles, he took it into hii 
bead to reftmble that hero : and one of his freed- 
men happening to die at that time, he ufed the farre 
ceremonies that were performed at the tomb of Pairo- 
clus. Palling from ihence into fc.gypt, he cut off 
numbers at once, in the amphitheatre at Alexandria, 
only for having pafTed fome jcfts upon his pcifon and 
vices. The daughter was fo great, that the Hreanis 
of blood flowing down, difculouied the mouth of the 
river Nile. 

Going from thence into Syria, he invited Artabanus, 
king of Parthia, to a conference, defiring his daoghwr 
in marriage, and promifing him the moll honoutable 
protcdion. In confcqucnce of,this, that king met him 
on a fpacious plain, unarmed, and only attended with 
ft vafl concourfe of his nobles. This was whatCara* 
calla defired. Regard lei's of his promife, or the law 
of nations, he inflantly fnrrounded hin», with armed 
troop!!, let in wild bcMh among his attendants, and 
made a moil terrible flaunhtcr among them ;*Artal)a- 
. nus himfelf efcaping with the utnioit difticulty. F^r 

thii 
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this vile treachery, he obtained from the fcnate the 
furname of Partbicus. 

UpoD his retara towards Rome, it would feem as 
if his vices were inexhaoflibic ; for, having beea 
guiky of parricide, he now refolved to marry the mo- 
clrer of Geta» whom he had Aain. It happened that 
one day feeing her drop her veil, which difclofed her 
nsked bofom, which was extremely beautiful, he told 
her, that he would poflefs thofe charms he beheld, if 
it ^ere lawful. To this unnatural re^ueft, (he hefi- 
tated not to aniwer,. That he might enjoy ail things, 
who pofTefTed all. Whereupon, letting aflde all duty 
aiKJ refpe^ for his deceafed father, he celebrated his 
napciats with her in puSlic, totally difrcgarding the 
censures and the farcaims of mankmd. 

However, though he difregarded (hame; he was not 
iofenfible to fear. He was very uneafy in the confci* 
oufiiefs of being univerfally hated ; and was conrlnu* 
aUy confulting aftrologers concerning wivt death he 
fhoilld dtt. Among others, he ftnt one of his con- 
6dants, named Matcrnianus, with or<krs to confuk 
all the aftrologers in the city concerning his end. 
Materniaous coniidered this as a proper time to get 
rid of Macrinus, the emperor's pftncipal commander 
in Mesopotamia, a man who was daily fuppilanting 
hitn in his ma(Ur's favotir. He, therefore, informed 
hiin by letter, as if from the aflrologers, that Macri- 
oua had a deOgn againd his life ; and they cobfe- 
queDtly advifed him to put the confpirator to death. 
This letter was fent (l;aled, and made-up, amongft 
iminy others, to be conveyed with the greater fccrecy, 
aad delivered to the emperor, as he was preparing for 
a -chariot race. However, as ic never was his cuf- 
tom CO interrupt hfs pleafures for hb bufrnefs, he 
gave the pacquet to Macrinus to read over, and to in- 
form 'him of the contents, when more at Lifuie. In 
peruiing^efe letters, when Macrinus came to that, 
wbtoh reprded himfdf, h^ was unable to contain his 
forprise and terror. His firft «arc was, to rcfcrve the 
letter in aivefHon to himfelf, and to a<rquaint tiie cnrpe- 
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Tor only with ihc fubflancc of the reft. He then fef 
about the mod probable meant of compaiEng his 
death, by which alone he could expeA any fafety. At 
length he determined to apply to one Martial, a man 
of great (Irength, and a centurion of the guards, 
v/ho hated the emperor from various motives, parti- 
cularly for the death of a brother, whom Caracalla 
had ordered to be (lain. Him, therefore, Mactinui 
exhorted to revenge his brother s death, by killing the 
tyrant, which he might eafily effedl, as being alwavs 
ib rear his perfon. Martial feaditj undertook tne 
dangfrous ta(k, being willing to meet death himfelf,fo 
he might obtain his defire of feeing the tyrant escpire 
before him. Accordingly, as the emperor was ridiog 
out one day, near a little city called Carrse, he hap- 
]>ened to withdraw himftlf privately, upon a nttttral 
occaiion, with only one page to hold his horfe. Tbis 
was the opportunity Martial bad (6 long aod ardemly 
dcfired ; wherefore, running to him hallily, as if he 
had been called, he flabbed the emperor in the back, 
fo that he died immediately. Having performed this 
hardy attempt. Martial, unconcernedly, returned to 
his troop ; but retinp| by iofenfible degrees, he en- 
deavoured to fecure himieif by flight. But his com- 
panions foon mifling him, and the page giving infor- 
mation of what had been done, he was purfued by 
the German horfe and cut in pieces. 

Doring the reign of this execrable tyrant, which 
continued fix years, the empire was every day declin- 
ing ; the foldiers were entirely mafters of every elec- 
tion ; aod as there were various armies in different 
parts, fo there were as many interefts all oppofite to 
each other. Caracalla, by fatisfying their moft unrea- 
fonable appetites, deflroyed all difcipline among then, 
stnd all fubordmation in the ftate. However, the coo- 
ftitution of Rome at prefent pretty much refemblfd 
that of ancient Rome ; kings or governors were cho- 
fen at both times by the people ; but in anciflt Rome, 
thofe people were but occafionally (bldiers ; in the 
Jitter en^pire, they were foldiers by profeiEon, 

C H A F( 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



Oppilius Macrinus, the Twenty- third Em per ok 
of RoMe* 



JL HE (bidiers, now without an em- U. C. 970. 
peroFi af^er a fafpenfe of two days, fixed A. D. a 1 7. 
upon Maaious, who took all poOible me- 
thods to conceal his being privy to Caracalla^s murder. 
The fenate confirmed their choice (hortly after ; and 
Hkewife that of his fon Diadu menus, whom he took 
as a partner in the empire. Macrinus was fifty three 
years old when he entered upon the government of 
the empire. He was of obfcure parentage ; fome fay, 
by birth a Moor, who by the mere rotation of office, 
being firft made praefefl of the Prsttorian bands, was 
noWf bytreafbn and accident, called to fill the throne. 
We are told but little of this emperor, except his en- 
gaging in a bloody, though undecided battle, with 
Artabanusy king of Parthia, who came to take ▼en-' 
geance for the injury he had fuftained in the late 
reign ; however, this monarch finding his real enemy 
deadf was content to make peace, and returned into 
Parthia. Something is alio faid of the feverity of 
this emperor's difcipline ; for to fuch a pitch of liceo- 
tioufoefs was the Roman army bow arrived, that the . 
mod fevere punifliments were unable to reftraio the 
foldiers; and yet the mofl gentle inflidions were 
looked opon*as feverity. It was this rigorous difci- 
pline, together with the artifices of Msefa, grandmo- 
tber to Heliogabalus, the natural fon of Caracalla, 
that caufed the emperor's ruin. ' Heliogabalus was 
prieft of a temple dedicated to the Sun, in Emefa, a 
city of Phoenicia, and though but fourteen years old, 
was greatly loved by the army, for the beauty of his 
perlpOy and the memory of his father, whom they ftill 
N 2 CQa(id«,^^d. 
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confidered as their great benefaflor. This was foon 
perceived by the srandmothcr, who being very rich 
in gold and Jewels, gave liberal prefents among them, 
.while they frequently repaired to her temple, both 
from the garriloD in the <ciiy, and the camp of Ma* 
crinus. This intcrcourfc grew every day more fre- 
quent, and the foldiers being diKgufted with the feve* 
rities of their prelent emperor, Macrinus, began to 
think ot placing HeliogabiJus in his fiead. Accond- 
iBgly, fending for him to their camp,, be was imme- 
diattly proclaimed ; and fuch wer< the hopes of his 
▼irrues, that all men began to affc<^ bis intereflss 

Macrious, who at this time was porftiiDg liit plea- 
lores at Antioch, gave but little attention to the lirft 
report, only fending his lieutenant, JaKan, with feme 
legions, to auell the infurredion. However, thefe, 
like the red, foon declared for Heliogabalus, aod 
flew their general. It was then that Macfinus fbund 
lie bad treated the rebellion too (lightly ; he therefose 
refolved with his fon,, to march direAljr againfl the fe- 
ditious legions, and force them to their duty. BoA 
parties met on the confines of Syria ; the battle was 
for fome time furious and obftinate ; bat at lafl, Ma« 
crinhs was overthrown, and obliged to feck fafety by 
flight. His principal aim was to get to Rome, where 
he knew his prefence was defired ; wherefore, he tra* 
telled through the provinces of Afia Minor, with the 
utmoft expedition and privacy, but uofortunatefy fell 
fick at the city of Chalcedoo. There thofe who were 
i^nt io parfuit, overtook, and put him to death, to- 
gether with his fon DiadumeottSi after a Aort reign 
\jo( coe.year and two months. 



<;HAf. 
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CHAP. XXV. 



HfiLiooABALUii the Twenty fourth Emperor of 
Home, 



X HE feoate and citizens of Rome U. C. 971. 
being obliged ra fubmit to the appoint- A. U. 218. 
ment of the anny as ufual, Htliogabalus 
afcended the throne at the age of fourteen. One at 
fi» early an. age» invefled with unhmited power, and 
furrouflded with flatterers, could be expe^ed to aft 
onJy as they thought proper to dlrtA. Wis young 
emperor was entirely led by them ; and being fenfiblt 
that it was in his power to indulge all his appetite^, 
he (lodied only their gratification. As he is defcribed 
by hidoiiansy he appears a tronfter of fenfuality Bat 
little better could be expeded from an emperor at 
fourteen, let loofe from every reftraint. His (hort 
life, therefore, it but a tiffue of effcrminacy, lud, and 
extravagance. He married in the fnoall fpace of four 
years, fix. wives, and divorced them all. This was 
not the worA, he took upon himfelf the quality of a 
>^oman, and married one of his officers ; after that 
he took fora hufband, one Hierocles, a (lave, whom 
he fuffered to beat him feverely when he was guilty of 
any excefs ; all of which he fuffered with great pati- 
ence, faying that a wife was obliged to fubmit to her 
hufband. He built a temple to the fun, and willing 
that his God fhould have a wife as well as himfelf, he 
married him to Pallas, and fhortly after, to the moon. 
His palace was a place of rendezvous for all the pro- 
Ait utes of Rome, whom he frequently met naked, 
calling them his fellow foldiers, and companions in 
the 6,cld* He was fo fond of the fex, that he carted 

his 
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his mother with him to the fsoate houlc, and de- 
manded that ihe (hould always be prefeot when mat- 
ters of importance were debated. He even went fo 
far as to build a feoate-houfe for women, with foit* 
able orders, habits and diftin^ions, of which his mo- 
ther was made prcfident. They met federal times ; 
ail their debates toraing tipon tbefiifliions of the day, 
and the different formalities to be afed ib giving and 
receiving vifits. To thefe follies, he added great 
cruelty and boundlefs prodigality; fo that he was 
heard to fay, that fuch di(hcs as were cheaply obtain- 
ed, were (carcely worth eatine. His fuppers, there- 
fore, generally cod (ix thouland crowosy and often 
fixty thoufand. He always dreffed in doth of gold 
and purple, enriched with precioas flooety and yet 
never wore the (ame habit twice* . His palace* bis 
chambers, and his beds were all fomifhed of the 
richeft (luffs, covered with gold and jewels. When- 
ever he took horfe, all the way between his apart- 
ment and the place of mounting was covered with 
gold and diver doft (Irewn at his approach. In (horr, 
all his government, adion, drefs and furniture, tef- 
tificd the extravagant folly of a vicious boy. Thus 
he was fccn at one time driving elephants yoked to 
his chariot ; at another, mafliff dogs ; at one time 
^.t was drawn by lioRS ; at another, by four naked 
women. He was ^o extravagantly whimucal, that be 
caafed a colitiflion to be made often ihoufaod pounds 
weight of rpidcrs, to be a tcftimony of the magni- 
tude of the city. He would invite guefls to fuppcr 
in t!)e fame fpirit of c^bfurciity ; t^hus he gave a feail 
to eight old men, eight bald men, eight bl»nd of one 
eye, eight lame with the gout, eight deaf men, eight 
blacks, and eight {o fat that they could fcarce fit at 
the fame table. Thefe were the tricks of a child, 
and might {/afs for harmlefs follies, had he not united 
malevolence wi»h every enttrtainment. He was clien 
fcen to fmoiher his guclls in rooms filled with roi«; 
and terrify them by letting loofe wild beads among 
ihcnr, prcviouHy deprived of their ucth and claws. 
- It 
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It is c?cn faid he ftrovc to foretell what was to hap- 
pen, by infpeding the entrails of young men facii- 
ficed ; and chat he chofe the mod beautiful youths 
throughout Italy, to be flaio for that horrid purpofc. 

Thefe excefTes were foon perceived by his grand- 
mother Maefa, whofe intrigues had firfl ralTed him to 
the throne, fo that (he thought to leffen his power l>y 
dividing it. For this purpofe, under a pretence of 
freeing him from the cares of public bufinefs, fh«eper. 
fuaded him to adopt his couHn-german, Alexandtr/ 
as his fuccefTor ; and likcwife to make him his partner 
in the confulfhip. Heliogabalus, having thus raiffd 
bis coufin, bad fcarce given him his power, when he 
wi(hed again to take it away ; but the virtues of this 
young prince bad fo greatly endeared the people anii 
the army to him, that the attempt had like to have 
been fatal to the tyrant himfelf. The praetorian fol- 
diers mutinying, attempted to kill him, as he was 
vaiking in his gardens^ but he efcaped^ by hiding 
himfelf from, their fury. Howercr, upon rtturni»g 
to their camp* they continued the fedition, requiring 
tliat the emperor fhould remove fuch perfons from 
about him, at opprefled the fubje^, and contributed 
to comaminate him. They required alfo the being 
permitted: to guard the young prince themfelves ; and 
that none of the emperor's favourites or familiars*- 
(hould ever be permitted to converfe with him. He- 
liogabalus was reludlantly obliged to comply ; and, 
coofcious of the danger he was in, made preparations 
for death, when it 3iouId arrive, in a manner truly 
wbimfical and peculiar. He built a lofty tower, wiih 
Heps of gold and pearl, from whence to throw hi::i- 
ftU headlong in, cafe of neceffity. He alfo prepared 
cords of purple filk and gold to (Irangle himfelf with ; 
he provided golden fwerds and daggers to flab him- 
felf with ; and poifon to be kept in boxes of emerald, 
io order to obtain what death he chofe bed. Thus, 
fearing all things, but particularly fufpicious of the 
•defigns of the fcnate, he banidied them all out of the 
<jtyjf he pext attempted to poifon Alexander, and 

fpread 
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fprcad a report of his death ; but perceiving the fol- 
diers Inrgin to mutiny^ he immediately took him io 
his chariot to the camp, where he only experienced a 
frefh niortiiication, hy finding all the acclamatioos of 
the army dir ^ed only to his roccefTor. This not a 
little raifed his indignation, and excited hisdefireof 
revenge. He returned towards the city, threatening 
the mod fevere punifhments againl) thofe who had 
diTplcaled him, and medtfatin^ frefli craeltiet. 
However, the foldiers wete unwilling to give bim 
time to pvt hit deCgns in executioD ; thev followed 
him dire6ly to his paUce, purfuing him from apart* 
ment to apartment, nil at la(t he was found concealed 
in a privy ; a firuation very different from that io 
which he expeded to die. Having dragged bim 
from thence through the Areets, with the moft bitter 
invedlives, and having difpatched bim« they attem^ 
cd once more to fqueeze his pampered, body into a 
privy ; but not eafily effe^ing this they threw it into 
the I'yber, with heavy weights, that none might 
tfterwjirds find or give it barial. This was the mtfe- 
rahle and ignominious death of Heliogabalus* in the 
eighteenth year of hit age, after a deteflable rdgn of 
four years Hii mother alfb was Oain at the lame 
time by the foldif^m ; as alfo manv of the opprobrious 
afTociates of his criminal pleafures ; having fbkei 
drove up their bodies, that their deaths might be 
conformable to their lives. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVL 
AlexandeRi the TweDty-fifth£iiPijio& of Rome. 



jTxLEXANDER being, without oppo- U. C. 975. 
fition, declared emperor, the fenate, 10 A. C. 222. 
their ufual method of adulation, were 
for conferring new titles upon kim ; but he ropdeftly 
» declined them all, alleging, that tides were only thca 
honourable when given to virtue, not to (httioa. 
This outfet was an happy omen of bis future virtues | 
and few princes in hi (lory have been more commend- 
ed by his cotemporaries, or indeed more d€ferve4 
commendation. To the moft rigid juRice he added 
the greateft humanity. / He loved the good, and was 
a. fevere reprpver of the lewd and infamous. His ac- 
complKhmenta were equal to his virtues. He was an 
excellent niathematician, geometrician, and muHctan 1 
lie was equally (kilful in painting and fculpture ; an4 
in poetry,. fewv of his time could equal him.. In 
ihorty fuch were his talents, and fuch the folidity of 
his judgmentj that though but fixteen years of age, 
he was conlidered as a wife old man. 

The firfl part of his reign was ([pent in a reforma- 
tion of the abufes of his predeceuor. He reflured 
the fenators to their rank ; nothing being undertaken < 
without the moft (age advifers, and moft mature deli- 
beration. Among the number of his advifers, was 
his mother Manmiica, a woman eminent for her vir- 
tues and accomplifhgients, and who made ufe of her 
power as well to fecure her fon the affeiflions of his 
fubje^s, as to procure them the moftjuft admini* 
ilra'ion. Among his minifters of ftate, the princi- 
pal were, Ulp- m, the celebrated 'lawyer ; and Sabi- 
nus, the fenator, who was called the Cato of his 
time. Merit only was the pa/Tport to his prote^ion ; 
N3 he. 
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be would never permit offices or places to be par- 
chafed for money ; it beiag a frequent maxim with 
bim, that he who bought an office, muft coDfequeot- 
ly be a feller of juftice. ^* I cannot/' be woald fay, 
** bear to fee merchants in authority. If I fifft al- 
'* low them to be fDch» I cannot after condemn their 
** conduct : for how could 1 punifh the perfon who 
«' bought, when 1 permitted bim to beabuverr 
He was, therefore, a rigid punifher of fuch magiurates 
as took bribes, faying, That it was not enough to de- 
prive fuch of their places ; for their truds being great, 
their lives, in moft cafes, ought to pay for a breach 
of them. On the contrary, be thought he coold ne- 
ver fufficiently teward fuch as had been remarkable 
for their juftice and integrity, keeping a regiftcr of 
their names, and fometiroes aiking fuch of them as 
appeared moded and unwilling to approach him, why 
they were fo backward in demanding their reward ; 
and why they fuffered him to be in their debt ? lo 
fhort, he was obferved every day to have done fone 
good ; in which he had the advantage of Titos, by 
liaving a longer reign. His clemency extended even 
to the Chriftians, who had been puniihed in the for- 
mer reigns with unrelenting barbarity. Upon a con* 
te(( between them and a compaay of cooks and vint- 
ners, alout a piece of public ground, which the one 
claimed as a place for public worfhip, and the other 
for exercifing their relpedive trades, he decided the 
point by his refcript, in thefe words : ** It is better 
** that God be worfhipped there in any manner, than 
** that the place fhould be put to ufes of drunkenneft 
" or debauchery." 

His abilities in war were not inferior to his aifiduity 
in peace. The empire, which from the remiffnefs and 
debauchery of the preceding reigns, now began to be 
attacked on every Ude, wanted a perfon of vigour aod 
conduA to defend it. Alexander faced the enemy 
wherever the invadoo was mofi formidable, and, for 
a fhort time, deferred its ruin. His firft expeditioo, 
ill the tenth year of his reign, was againftthe Parthi- 
aos andPerbans, whom he oppofed with a poweiful 
^Sfwy, His regularity aixd d\k\^\\ti<; hi<^^ things al- 
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nnoft ankoown among the debauched foldiery ; his 
camp refembled a well regulated city, his folders were 
well doathed and armed, and his cavalry properly 
moanted ; fo that his army now gave an idea of Rome 
in its fplendor. His manner of living was like that 
of the meaneft centinel ; whenever he dined, or fup- 
]>ed, he fat with his tent open, that all men might be 
witnefles of the frugality or his uble. Succefs againfl 
the enemy was the reward of fo much military virtue. 
The.Perfjans were routed in a decifive engagement, 
with great (laughter ; the cities of Ctefiphon and Ba- 
bylon were once more taken, and the Roman empire 
re(tored to its former limits. Upon his return to 
Antioch, his mother, Mammaea, fent for the famous 
Origen, to be inftrudted by him in the principles of 
Chndianity ; and after difcouriing with him for fome 
time upon the fobjed, difmiffed him with a proper 
fafeguard, to his native city of Alexandria. About 
the fame time that Alexander was vidtorious in the 
Eaft, Furius Celfus, his general, obtained a fignal 
vidory over the Mauritanians, in Africa : Varius 
Macrinua was. fuccefsful in Germany, and Junius 
Palmatus returned with conqueft from Armenia. 
However, the number of ihefe vidtoiies only haftened 
the decline of the empire, which was wafted by the 
exertion of its own (hength, and was now becoming 
]ittie more than a fpleodid ruin. 

About the thirteenth year of his reign, the Upper 
Germans, and other northern nations, began to pour 
down immenfe fwarms of people upon the more 
fouihern parts of the empire. I^hey pafled the Rhins 
and the Danube with fuch fury, that all Italy was . 
thrown into the moil extreme confternation. The 
emperor, ever ready to cxpofe his perfonj for the 
(afety of His people, made what levies he couJd, an J 
went in perfon to ftem the torrent, which, he.fpeedily ' 
effedled. It was in the courfe of his fuccefles again! t 
the enemy that he was cut off by a mutiny am^ng his 
ownfoidiers- The legions encamped about Mv)gun- 
tia, having been abominably corrupted, dunna ifie 
•reign of Heliogabaius, and trained up. in all kinds tf 
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rapine and difbbedieocey required the mod RnA com- 
mand. Alexander could neither endure their tanul- 
taary obedience^ nor they his regular difeipline. Uii 
own faults, and rho(e of bis mother Mamnuray were 
ofcjedcd againft him. They dpenly exclatned. That 
they were governed by an avaricious womao, and a 
mean-fpirited boy, and refolved upon eleding an em« 
perx)r capable of ruling alone. In this general revolt, 
Maximiny an old and experienced commander, held 
frequent conferences with the (bldiers, and cniamed 
the fedition. At length, being determined to difpatch 
their prefeot emperor, they feot ao executioner into 
his unt, who immediately ftruck off his bead | and 
(hortly after, that of his mother. He died in the 
twenty- ninth year of his age, after a profperous reiga 
of thirteen years and nine days ; his death proving, 
that no virtue or ju(Hce can guard us agaioft the mts* 
fortunes of this life ; and that good men are toexpeA 
their reward, in a place of more equitable diftribotion. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

Maximin, the Twentyiixth Emperor of Rome. 

U. C. 988. X H£ tumults occafioned by the death 
A. D. 235. of Alexander being appeafed, Mazinioy 
who had been the chief promoter of 
the fedition, was chofen Emperor. This extraordi* 
nary man, whofe charadler dcferves particular atten- 
tion, was born of very obfcare parentage, being the 
(on of a poor herdfman of Thrace. In the beginning, 
he followed his father's humble profeffion, and only 
exercifed his peifonal courage againftthe robbers who 
iofcfied the part of the country in which he lived. 
Soon after, his ambition encreaHng, he left his poor 
fmployment, and eolifted in the Roman army, where 

hs 
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he fooD became remarkable for hit great (Irength, dif- 
cipline and courage. .This gigantic man was no left- 
than eight feet and an half high ; he had a body and 
(IreDgth correfponding to his (Vze, being no lefs re- 
jnarkable for the magnitude, than the fymmetry of his 
perfon. His wife's bracelet nfually ferred him for a 
thumb ring ; and his ftrength was fo great, that he 
was able to draw a carriage which two oxen could 
not rooTe. He could ftrike out an horfe's tooth, With 
a. blow of his fift; and break its thigh with a kick. 
His diet was as extraordinary as the reft of his en- 
dowments : he generally eat forty pounds weight of '. 
fieih every day, and drank fix gallons of wine, with- 
out committing any debauch in either. With a frame 
fo athleiict he was poiTeffed of a mind undaunted in 
danger, and neither fearing nor regarding any man« . 
Hie fiHl time he was made known to the emperor 
Sererus, was upon hts celebrating games on the birth- 
day of his fon Geta. Maximio was then a rude 
countryman^ and requefted the emperor to be permit- 
ted to contend for the prizes which were diflributed 
to the bed runners, wreftlers and boxers of the army.- 
Severus, unwilling to infringe the military difcipline, 
would not permit him at firlt to combat, except with . 
ftaves, againft whom his (Irength appeared aftonifliing. 
He overcame ftxteeo in running, one after the other : 
he then kept up with the emperor on horfeback ; and 
havinj fatigued him in the courfe, iie was oppofed to 
feven of the mod adive foldiers, and overcame them 
with the greateil eafe. From that time be was parti* 
cularly noticed, and taken into the emperor's body 
guards, in which his alHduity and prompt obedience 
were particularly remarkable. In the reign of Cara- 
caLla, he was made a. centurion, and diftiagqifhed 
himfelf, in this ftation, by his {lri<El attention to the 
morals and difcipline of thofe he commanded. When, 
made a tribune, he ftill retained the hardy (implicicy 
of his life ; eat as the meanefl centinel ; ipent whole 
days in exe'rcifing his troops ; and would now and . 
then himfelf wreftle with eight or ten of the Hronged 
.men in the army, whoip he thrcw^ with fcarce any ef« 

fort, 
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fort. Being thus become one of the molt remarkable 
men in the empire, both for cour*«je, difciphnc and 
perfona! aftivity, he gave fhortly after, a very high 
inftance of his unftiaken fiddiiy : for when Macrinos 
was made emperor, he refufed to fcrve under a prince 
that had betrayed his foFcrcign ; and retired to Thrace, 
his native country, where he foJIowed commerce, and 
purcbafed fome lands, content with privacy rather 
than a guilty dependance. Upon the acceffion of He- 
Ifogabalus to the throne, this bold veteran once more 
returned to the army, but was, in the very beginning, 
dlfgufted at the bafc effeniinacy of the emperor ; who 
hearing amazing in(hnces^/>f his (Kength, alked him, 
if he were equally capablrin combats of another na- 
ture ? This lewd demand was fo little fuitable to the 
temper of Maximin, that he inftantly left the court. 
Upon the death of Heliogabalus, he again returned to 
Rome, and was received with great kindnefs by Al«- 
aoder, who particularly recommended him to the fe- 
nate, and made him commander of the fourth legtoo, 
which confifted of new raifed foldiers. Maximin 
gladly accepted of this charge, and performed his duty 
with great exadnefs and fuccefs, fettin^ an example 
of virtue and dlfcipline to all the commanders of the 
army. Nor was his valour lefs apparent again/l the 
Germans, whither he was fent with his legion ; fo 
that he was unanimoufly confidered as the boldeA, 
braved, moft valiant and moil virtuous foldier in the 
whole empire. He foon, however, forfeited ail thefe 
juflly merited titles when he was raifed to the throne ; 
and, from being the moft loved commander in the 
army, he became the mod cruel tyrant upon earth. 
The change in his difpoiition may. readily ferve to 
ftiew how dangerous a thing is power, that could trans-, 
form a perfon with fo many rigid virtues into fuch a 
monfter of iniquity. Yet in fad, his former virtues 
were all of the fevere and rigid kind, which, without 
any education, might very eafiiy degenerate into ty- 
ranny ; fo that he might have miftaken his fucceediag 
vueity for difcipline, and his fevcrity for jufticc. 

However 
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However this be, Maximin is coDfidered as one of 
the gieateft monilers of cruelty that ever difg raced 
power ; and, fearful of nothing himfelf, he Teemed to 
fport with the terrors of all mankind. 

Maxtmin feeing himfelf advanced to fo high a flat^on 
as the empire, began immediately by endeavouring to 
force obedience from every rank of people, and by 
▼indicating his authority by violence, The fenate and 
people of Rome were the nrd that incurred his refent- 
ment. They utterly refufmg to confirm the eledion 
of the army, he was the fir ft emperor that reigned 
without their concurrence or approbation. However, 
he feemed regardlefs of tbtir oppofition, proceeding 
to fecure his eledion by putting all fuch to death as 
had been raifed by his predeceffor. The Chridianr 
alfo having found favour in the former reign, felt the 
weight of his refentment, and were perfecuted in fe- 
veral parts of the empire, particularly in thofe where 
he himfelf refided. His cruelty likewife extended to 
the rich, whofe lives and eAates became a frequent fa- 
arifice to avarice and fufpicion. But what appears 
ftill a more extraordinary inftance of his crudty, be- 
ing afliamed of the meannefs of his extra^ton, he 
commanded all fuch as were bed acquainted with him. 
and his parentage to be flain, although there were 
ibme among the number, that had relieved him in his- 
low condition. 

However, his cruelties did not retard his military, 
operations, which were carried on with a fpirit becom* 
iag a better monarch. He overthrew the Germans ia 
feveral battles, wafled all their country with fire and 
fword for four hundred miles together, and fet a refo- 
lution of fubduing all the northern nations as far as 
the ocean. In thefe expeditions, in order to attach 
the Toldiers more firmly to him, he encreafed their 
pay*; and in every duty of the camp, he himfelf took 
as much pains as the meanefl centinel in his army, 
{hewing incredible courage and afEduity . In every en - 
gagement wherever the conf(i(5t was hotteft, Maximio 
WAS always fcen fighting there in perfon, and deflroy- 

ing 



2«d THE HISTORY OF THE 

ing all before him : for, beiog bred a barbariao, lie 
confidered it as his duty to combat as a coramoo fol- 
dier, while he commaoded hs a general. 

In the mean time, his cruelties had fo alienated the 
minds of his fubje^^s* that feveral coofpiracies werefe- 
cretly aimed again (t him. Magnu^, a coaAilar pttfon, 
and fbme others, had plotted to break down a wooden 
bridge, as foon as the emperor had pafl*ed it, and thus 
to abandon him to the tncmy. But this being difco- 
vered, gave Maximin an opportunity of indulging his 
natural feverity, upon this pretext alone, caufing above 
four thoufand to be (lain. Shortly after fonve of Alex- 
ander's old foldiers withdrawing themfelves from the 
camp, proclaimed one Quarcianus as emperor, who 
had been lately difguded at Maximin, for being dif- 
miHed from employment. The foldiers, infa^, coo- 
ftrained him to accept of the dangerous fuperioriiy to 
which he was expofed, and fhortly after, in the fpirit 
of the times, the |)erfon who had been the promoter of 
his advancement, murdered him in his bed, and canied 
his head to Maximin, who received htm kindly a firOf 
but foon put him to a cruel death, for his complicat- 
ed guilt, of treafon and treachery, 

Thefe partial infarrc^ions were foon after followed ' 
by a fpirit of general difcontent throughout ^11 the em- 
pire. The provinces of Africa were tho hrrt that (hew- 
ed their deteitation of the tyrant, whofc exertions and 
cruelties among them were becomt infuppoitable. 
They ar([ flew his procurator, ;iiid ufierwards confi- 
dering how dangerous a crime t^)ty had committed, 
they refolved to ihrow off all exp'-Li^anons of pi.'.^oo, 
and c.eaie a new emperor. Goidian was then ko* 
conful of Afiica, aperfon of great i'in»e for h.s vinuts, 
and greatly reverenced for a hloitlffs l»fe of n;-r 
eighty. Him, therefore, they d:: .Tcnmed to elcft and 
accordingly the foldiers and n.tucs aflcmb'-ing tc'^.c- 
thcr, tumultuoufly entered his t'Ou'e, refoived to put 
their defign in execution Gordian, v/ho <.t tii-l fiip- 
pofed they were come to k^l him, bti(<g made feiillble 

of 
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of their inteotions, utterly refufed their offer, alleg- 
ing his extreme age« and Maximio's p»wer. But aJl 
his oppofition was vain ; they condrained him to ac* 
cept of the proffered dignity ; and be» with his foo 
Gordian, who was forty fix years of age, were de- 
clared emperors. Being thus raifed, contrary to his 
inclinations, the old man immediately wrote to the 
fenate, declaring that he had unwillingly accepted of 
the empire, and would only keep his authority till he 
had freed it from the tyranny of its prefeot opprefTor. 
The fenate very joyfully confirmed his ele^ion, ad* 
judging Maximin as an enemy and a traitor to the 
ftate. The citizens alfo fhewed an equal zeal in the 
caufe; they flew upon fuch as were the reputed friends 
of Maximin, and tore them in pieces ; even fome who 
were innocent, falling a facrifice to the multitude's 
blind ra^e. So great an alteration being made in the 
city againft the intereds of Maximin, the fenate were 
refolved to drive the oppofition to the extreme, and 
accordingly made til neceffary preparations for their 
fecurity, ordering Maximin's governors to be difplao* 
ed» and commanding all the provinces to acknowledge 
Gordian for emperor. This order was differently re- 
ceived in different parts, as people were affected to 
<^e or the other party ; in fome provinces the gover- 
nors were flain ; in others, the mefl*engers of the fe- 
n.ate ; fo that all parts of the empire felt the confe- 
quences ef the civil war. 

In the mean time, when Maximin was informed of 
thefe charges againft him, his rage appeared ungo- 
Tcrnable. He roared like a favage beafl, and violently 
ftruck his head againd the waH, fhewing every in- 
flance of ungovernable diffraction. At length, his 
fury being fomewhat fubfided, he called his whole 
army together, and, in a fet fpecch, exhorted them 
to revenge his caufe, giving them the flronged afTur- 
ances, that they fhould poflefs the eflates of all fuch 
as had offended, . 1 he foldiers unanimoufly promifed 
to be faithful ; they received his harangue with their 
cfual acclamations ; and, thus encouraged, he led 
them towards Rome, breathing ^nothing but flaughter 

ani 



2S2 THE HISTORY OF THE 

and revenge. However, he found many obfl«icles to 
hit irapetuofity ; and, though he defired nothing lb 
much as difpatch, his marches were incommodioos 
and flow. The tumultnous and difobedient armies of 
tlie empire, were, at prefent, very different from the 
legions that were led on by a Sylla or a Caefar ; they 
were loaded with baggage, and followed by flaves aod 
women, rather refembiing an eadern caravan, than a 
military battalion. To thefe inconveniences alfo was 
added the hatred of the cities through which he palTed, 
the inhabitants all abandoning their hopes upon his ap- 
proach, and fecuring their providons in proper hiding 
places* However, in this complication of inconve- 
niencies and misfortunes, his affairs began to wear a 
favourable appearance in Africa ; for Capelianas, the 
governor of Numidia, raifed a body of troops io his 
favour, and marched againft Gordian, towards 
Carthage, where he fought the younger Gordian, flev 
him, and dedroyed hii army. His father bear- 
ing of the death of his &n, together with the loft of 
the battle, Arangted him(etf in his own girdle, Ci- 
pelianus purfuing his vi^ory, ^entered Carthage, where 
he gave a loofe to pillage and daughter, under a pre- 
tence of rcven;»!ng the caiifc of Maximin: The news 
of thefe fucceflts was fbon brought to the emperor, 
who now increafed his diligence, and flattered him- 
feif with a fpcedy opportunity of revenge. He led 
on his large army by ha(ly journeys into Italy, threa- 
tening dcTlru^ion to all his o*>porers, and ardently 
wifljing for frefli opportunities of flaughter. 

Nothing could exceed the conflernation of the fc- ' 
rate uuon the news of this defeat. They now dw 
thcnifelves not only deprived of the afliflance of Gor- 
dian and his Ton, on whom they greatly relied, but 
alfo oppofed by two formidable tyrants, e*ich com- 
manding a vl<5*orions ::rmy, diredly marching towards 
Rome, a.id mec'iuting nothing but vengeance. In 
this afHidmg ex innce, they, with great foleraniiy» 
met wt tjic temple of Jupiter, and after the raoft ma- 
ture delibjr.ttions, chofe Pupienus and Balbinus cm- 
pcrors conjointly, i hefe were men who had acquir- 
ed: 
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ed the cfteem of the public both in war tnd peaces 
having commanded armies and governed provinces 
with great reputation ; and being now appointed to 
oppole Maximin» they made what levies they 'couId> 
both in Rome and the country. With thefe, Pupie* 
Dus marched to (lop the progrefs of the invaderSf 
leaving the city to a frefli and unlocked for calamity. 
This was occaiioned by two of Maximin'j foldiers» 
who, entering the fenate-houfe, were (lain by two fe- 
nators. This quickly gave offence to ibe body of the 
Frstorian foldiers, who inflantly refolve^d to take re- 
venge> but were oppofed by the citizens ; fo that no- 
thing was feen throughout Rome, but tumult, flaugh- 
ter and cruelty. In this uoiverfal confuGoo the calx' 
mity was increafed, by the foldiers fetting the city 
00 nre» while the- wretched inhabiunts were combat- 
ing each other in the midft'of the flames. 
' Neverthclefs, Maximin himfelf, in whofe favour 
tbefe (editions were promoted, did not feem to be 
more fortunate. Upon bei#g informed of the new 
eleditoo of emperors, his J^r^ was again renewed, 
and he palTed the Alps^ Altering Italy, expecting to 
refrelh his fatigued 9inrfaf|ii(bed array in that fertile 
part of the country; ^utln this he was entirely dif- 
appointed ; the fenate b^ taken fuch care to remove 
all kinds of fuilenance to fortified places, that he llili 
found himfelf reduced to his former necelTities, while 
his army, began to murmur for want. To this ano- 
ther difa^pointment was added (hortly after; for ap- 
proaching the city of. AquiUia, w^ich he expe^ed to 
' enter without any difficulty, he was aOoniihed to find 
it pi'^)ared for the moft obdinate refillance, and. re- 
folv^d to hold out a regular fiege. The city was welf 
fortified and populous, and the inhabitants greatly 
averfe to Maximin *s government ; but what added 
(^ill more to its flrength, it was commanded by two 
excellent generals, Crifpinus and Menophilts, who 
had fc well fiirnifhed it with men and ammunition, 
that Maxin in found no fmall refinance, even in in- 
ve(^ing the place. His firft attempt was to take the 
city.by.ftorm i but the befieged threw down fuch 

c^uauttuetk. 
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omuitkics •f fcalding pitch and- fulpbur upon his (oU 
.^MfifM&i they were unable to continue the afTaulu 
■ iffe then determined upon a blockade ; but the inha- 
*bitantt were fo refoiute^ that even the old men and 
children were fcen combating upon the wails, while 
the women cut oBF their hair to furnifh the foidiers 
with bow brings. ' Maximin's rage, at this unexped- 
^(), oppofition, was now ungovernable;, having no 
enemy to wreck hii refentnieot upon, he turned it 
agaiftft his own conttnanders. He put nitoy of his 
generals to death, as if the city had held out through 
their negleA or incapacity, while famine made great 
depredations upon the reft of his army. Notkiog 
DOw appeared on either fide to terminate the comeA, 
except the total defiruflion of either. But a.mtuiny 
in Maximin's own army, a while refcned tbe dedio* 
ing empire from deftrudion, and faved tbeliiresof 
thoufands. The foidiers being long harrafled by fa* 
mine and fatigue, anc) hearing of revolts on every 
lide, refolved to terminate their calamities by the ty« 
rant's death. His great flrength, and his being u« 
ways armed, were, at fii ft, the principal motives to 
deter any from affwiEnating him ; but at length hav- 
ing made his guards accomplices in their defign, they 
fet upon him, -while he flept at noon in hia tent, and 
ilew both him and his Ton, whom he had made his 
partner in the empire, without any oppofition. Thus 
died this moft remarkable man, after an ufurpationof 
about three years, and in the (ixty-nfth year of his 
age. His ailiduity, when in humble ftation, and his 
cruelty, when in power, ferve very well to evioce, 
that th<r!c are Time men, whofe virtues are fitted for 
obfcurity, and others who only (he wihcm&ives great 
vdien placed in an exalted ftatioji^ 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 



PupiENUS tnd Balbinus^ makiog together tb< 
Twtmy feventh Empbror of Rome* 



.X HE tyrant being dead, and his body U. C. 991. 
thrown to^the dogs and birds of prey, A. D. 23$., 
Pupieous and Balbinus continued for 
fome time emperors without oppofitton. But the 
Prsetorian foldiers^ who had long been notorious for 
mutiny and treafon, foon refolded on further change. 
Nor did the diflenfions between the new made empe* 
rors themfelvesy a little contribute to their downfall ; 
for though both were remarkable for wifdom and age, 
yet they could not reftrain the mutual jealoufy of 
each other's power, f nprenus ciaimexl the fuperiori* 
ty from his great experience ; while Balbinus was 
Equally afpiringy upon accoant of his family and for« 
tunc. 

In this if! judged conteft, the PraKtorian foldiers,. 
who were enemies to both» fet upon them in t))etr 
palace* at a time their guards were afnufed whh !ve« 
ing the (Ja|yti/line games. . Popicnus percefving their 
tumultuous approach, fent with the utmof^ fpeed, for 
.affiflance from his collegue ; but he, out of aculpable 
fofpicion that foniewhat was defigned only againft 
himfelf, refu fed to fend fiich of the German jgoards 
as were next hispcrfori Thus the feditious foldiers 
•found an eafy acccfstoborh the emperors apartmems» 
and dragging them from the palace towards the camp, 
•flew them both, leaving their d<;ad bodies in the 
ifireetsV asa dreadful iitmjrce'of their ftdition. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



GoRDiAif. the Twenty- eighth Emperor of Rome. 

U. C. 991. In the midfl of this fedition, as the 
A. D. 238. mutineers were proceeding along, they, 
by accident, met Gordiao, the grand* 
foo of him who was flaio in Africa, and declared 
him emperor 00 the fpot. The fenate and the people 
had been long reduced to the neceffity of fuflPenog 
their emperors to be nominated by the army ; fo thai 
all they could do, in the prefent inftance» was 10 con- 
firm their choice. This prince was but fixtecn years 
old when he began his reign, but his Tirtues feemed 
10 compenfate for his want of experience. His prin- 
cipal aims were, to unite the oppofing members of 
the government, and to reconcile the (oldiers and ci- 
tizens to each other. His learning is faid to have 
been equal to his virtues ; and we are afTured that he 
had (ixty-two thoufand books in his library. His re- 
(j)eft for Mi(jthxu8, his governor and inftruAor, was 
fucb, ihat he married his daughter, and profited by his 
counfels, in all the critical circumftances of his reigo. 
The firft four years of this emperor's reign, were 
attended with the utmoft profperity; but in ibe 
fifth, he was alarmed with accounts from the eafl, 
that Sapor, king of Ferfia, had furioufly invaded the 
confines of the Roman empire, and having taken 
Antioch, Lad nillaged Syria, and all rhe adjacent 
provinces. Bendes the Perfians, the Goths alfb in- 
vaded the empire on either fide, pouring down like 
an inundation from the north, and attempting to 
fix their refidence in the kingdom of Thrace. To op- 
pofe both thefe invafions, Gordian prepared an army, 
and having gained fome vi^ories over the Goths, 
phom he obliged to retire, he turned his arms againil 

the 
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he Peiiians whom he defeated upon feverat occafions, 
nd forced to return home with dtfgtace. In gaining 
hefe advantages, Midthaeus, whom he had made Prx- 
orian prscfcdl, had the principal (hare ; his wifdom 
liredted to fuccefs, and his courage tnfured it. But 
te dying foon after, (as it is fuppofed, being poifoned 
ly Philip, an Arabian, who was appointed his fuc- 
efTor) the fortunes of Gordian feemed to die with 
lira. The armv began to be no longer fupplied with 
rovifions as ufual ; murmurs were heard to prevail, 
ad thefe were artfully fomented by Philip. 1 hings 
hu9 proceeding, from bad to wor^, Fhilip was» at 
irfl, made equal to the command of the empire ; 
bortly after, in veiled with the fole power, and at 
engthy finding himfelf capable of perpetrating his 
ong meditated cruelty, Gordian was, by his order, 
lain the twenty fecond year of his age, after a fuc- 
xfsful reign of near fix years. 



CHAP. XXX. 
firiLiT, the Twenty-ninth Emperor of Rome« 



p 



^ HILIP having thus murdered his U. C. 996. 
enefador, he was fo fortunate, as to be A. D. 243. 
nmediately acknowledged as emperor 
y the army. The fenate alfo, though they feemed at 
rft to oppofe his power, confirmed his ele6)ion, and 
ave him as ufual, the title of Auguflus. Philip was 
bout forty years old when he came to the throne, be- 
ag the fon of an obfcure Arabian, who had been cap- 
ain of a band of robbers. U):on his exaltation, he 
flbciated his fon, a boy of fix years of age, as his 
artner in the empire ; and, in order to fecnrc his power 
t home, made peace with the Perfians, and marched 
lis army towards Rome. On his way, having con- 
eived a deCre to yiiSt his natiTe country of Arabia, he 

b«ik 
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bailt there a city called Philippopolis ; and from t'lence 
returning to Rome, he was received as emperor, and 
treated with all the marks of iiibmiffion^ thoaghnotof 
joy. Perhaps it was to put the people in good ba- 
mour, that he caufed the fecalar games to be cele- 
brated, with a magnificence fopertor to any of his pre- 
decefTorst it being juf( a thoqfand yean after the 
building of the city. Upon oceafion of thefe games, 
we are told, that both Philip and his fon were con- 
verted to Chrifliantty. However this be, a murderer 
and an ungrateful ufurper, does no great honour to 
whatever opinion he may happen to embrace. We 
have little account of the latter part of his reign in tbe 
wretched and mutilated hiflories of the times ; we 
only learn that. the Goths, renewing their invafions, 
Maurrnus, Phiiip*s lieutenant, who was fent agaiofl 
them, revolted, and caufed himfelf to-be declared em- 
peror. This revolt, however^ was bat of (hort do- 
ration ; for the army which had raifed him, repenting 
of their rafhnefs, depofed him with equal levity, and 
put him to death. Decius was the perfon whom 
Philip appointed to command in the room of the re- 
volting general. The chief merit of Decius with the 
emperor was, that when Martous had rebelled, he 
ava-red, in the fenate, that the traitor's prefumption 
would be very fhortly his ruin ; which, when it hap- 
pened accordingly, Philip appointed Jiim to fucceed 
in the command of the rebellious army. Decius, who 
was a man of great fubtlety, being thus entrofled 
with fo much power, opon arriving at tbe army, found 
that the foldiers were refolved on invefling him with 
the fupreme authority. He, therefore, feemed to 
fuffer their importunities, as if thro' conflraint; and, 
in the mean time, fent Fhiljp word, that he had uo« 
willingly alTumed the title of emperor, the benet 
to fecure it for the rightful ppfTefTor ; adding, that 
he only looked for a convenient- opportunity of 
giving up his pretenOons and title tOjgetber. Philip, 
nowever, knew mankind too wejl, to rely upoa 
fuch profeflions : he, therefore, got together what 
forces he could, from the feveral provincesi and 

led 
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led tfaetn , forward towards the confines oF Italy. 
However, the army was fcarce arrived at Verona, 
when it revehed in favour of Decius, and fetting 
violently upon Philip, a centinel with one blow cut 
off his head, or rather cleaved it afunder, feparating 
the under jaw from the upper. 

Such was the deferved death of Phih'p, in the 
fony- fifth year of his age, after a rtign of about five 
years ; Decius being univerlally acknowledged as his 
liicceflbr. 



CHAP. XXXI. 



Dficius, ihe Tiiirtleih Emperor, of Rome* 



JL HE afttvity and wlfdom of Decius A. D. 248* 
Teemed in fonie meafure to Hop the 
haftening decline of the Roman Empire. The fenate 
feemed to think fo highly of his meiits, ihai they 
voted him not inferior to Trajnn ; and indeed he 
i'eemed, in every inlUncc, to confult ihcir digaiiy iq 
particular, and the welfare of all the inf(ifior ranks of 
people. He, among other concellions, perraiutd 
them to choofe a cenfor, as was the cuftoni in ihe 
flourifhing times of Rome ; and Valerian, his general, 
a man of fuch (Irid morals, that his life was faid lo 
be a cominual cenfoiHiIp, was chofcn to that digiiity. 

But no virtues could now prevent the approaching 
downfall of the (fate : the obllinate diiputes between 
the Pagans and the Chriflians witliin the empire, and 
the unceafiog irruptions of barbaroAJs nations froui 
without, enfeebled it beyond the power of remedy. 
To Hop thefe, a perfecution of the Chriilians, whd 
were now grown the mod numerous body of the peo- 
ple, was impolitically, not to fay unjuiliy, begun ; in' 
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which thoufands were put to death,' and all the arti 
of craelty tried in vaio to Icflen their growing nam- 
bers 

This perfecution was facceeded bv dreadful devaf- 
tations from the Goths, particularly in Thrace and 
Me(ia, where they had been moft fuccefsful. Thefe 
irruptions Decius went to oppofe in perfon, and com- 
ing to an engagement with them* (lew thirty thou iand 
of thefe barbarians in one battle. However, bemg 
refoked to purfae his vi^ory, he was by the treach* 
ery of Gallus, his own general, fed into a defilci 
where the king of the Goths had fecret information 
to attack him. In this difadvantageous fituatioo, 
Decius iirft faw his (on killed with an arrow, and fooa 
after his whole army totally put to iht rout. Where- 
fore, refolving^not to farvive his lofs, he put fpurs to 
his horfe, and inflantly plunging into a quagmire^ 
was fwallowed up, and his body could never be 
found after. He died in the fiftieth year of his a^e, 
after a fhort reign of two years and fix months, leaf* 
ing the chara6ler of an excellent prince, and oneca*> 
pable of averting the deftruflion of the empire, if 
imman means could effe^ it. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 



Sallus, the Thirty-£r(l Emperor of Roms. 

fALLUS, who had thus betrayed A. D. 251. 
i Roman army, had addrefs enough 
Kt himfelf declared emperor by that part of it 
iCh furvived the defeat ;*hc was forty- five years 
whetr he began to reign, and was defcendcd from 
bonourable family in Rome. He was the fir (I who 
Igbt a difhonourable peace from the enemies of the 
Ee» agreeing to pay a coi^derabie aonuHl tribute to 
I Goths, whom it was his duty to reprcfs. Having 
18 purchafed a (hort remiffion from war, by the dif 
ice of his country, he returned to Rome, to give a 
lie to his pleafures, regardlefs of the wretched 
lation of the empire. 

Nothing can be more deplorable than the {late of 
s.Roniian provinces at this time. The Goths, and 
ler barbarous nations, not fatlsfied with their late 
bes to continue in peace* broke down, like a tor* 
ity upon the eaflern parts of Europe. On the 
ler fide, the Perfians and Scythians committed un* 
ard of ravages in Mefopotamia and Syria. The 
iperoiv regardlefs of every natiooal calamity, was 
\ in debauch and f^nfuality at home, and the Pa« 
ni were allowed a power of oerfecuting theChrif- 
los through all parts of the (rate ; thele calamities 
rrc fucceeded by a pedilence from Heaven, that 
itatd to have io general fpread over every pait of 
e earth, and which continued raging for feverai 
are," in an unheard of manner ; and all thefe by a 
rtl war, which followed fhortly after between GalJut 
id his general iEmilianus, who^ having gained ^ 
O 2 ' "I'va^t^ 
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Trdory over the Goths was proclahnf d eirperor by 
his conquering army. Gallus hearing this, fooo 
roufed from the intoxications of pleafare, and pre« 
pared to oppofe his dangerous rival. Both armies 
mtt in MeiM» and a battle enfued, in which iBmili- 
nnus was vid^orious/' and Callus, with his ion, were 
ilain. His death was merited, and his vices were 
fucli, as to defcrve the ^ctefiation of pofterity. He 
died in the foity f:venth year of his age, after an 
unhappy reign of two years and four months, io 
which the empire fuffered ioexpreffible calamities. 



CHAP. XXXIfl. 

Valerian, the Thirty- fecond Emperor of Rome. 

A.D.253. jLC^MILIANUS. after his vidory 
over Gallus, expc<5ted to he acknow- 
ledged as emperor, but he foon found himf'elf mifer^i- 
biy difappoinied. The fenate refufed to arknowle«lge 
his claims , and an army that was fbtioned near the 
Alp3, chofe Valerian, their own commander, to fuc- 
cced to the throne. In confequence of this, JEml- 
lian's foldiers >began to confidtf their general as an 
ob't.iclc to the univcrfal tranquillity, and flew hiroj 
in order to avoid the mifchicfs of a civil war. 

Valerian being thus univerfally acknowledged ai 
cnrptror, although arrived at the age of feventy, fct 
about reforning the ffaie with a fpirit that fecmcd to 
mark a good mind and unabated vigour. But refor- 
mation wai then grown almoft impraflicable. The 
diffjiucs between the Pagans and ChrifHans divided 
the empire, as before, and a dreadful perfecution of 
the litter enfiied. The northern nations over-ran the 
Roman dominions in a more formidable manner than 
ever, and the empire began to be ufurped by a mul- 
titude 



p 
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>)ritude of petty leaders, each of whom, negIe<5tfDg 
jrhe general interclU of the flate, fct up for himl^If. 
Wo add to thefe calamities, the l*errians ubder their 
Icing Sapor, invaded Syria, and coming into Mefopo. 
samia, took the unfortunate Valerian prifbner/ as he 
%as making ])reparations to oppofe them. Notiiing 
can exceed the indignities, as well as the cruelties, 
^^hich were pratSlifed upon this unhappy monarch, 
thus fallen into the hands of his enemies. Sapor, 
%e ar^ told,' always uftd him as a fooiftool for 
'.mounting his horfe 5 he added the biuernefs of ridi- 
cule to his infults, and ufualiy obfervcd, I'hat an 
attitude like that to which Valerian was reduced, 
yat the beft (latue that could b^^ eredled in honour of 
his vidory.— This horrid life of infult and fufferance 
continued for feven years ; and was, at length, ter- 
minated, by the cruel PcrCaD*s commanding his pri* 
foner*s eyes to b» plucked out, and afterwards cauf* 
iug him to be flayed alive. 



CH A.^.^ 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

Galienus, the Thirty'third Emperor of Rome. 

A.D. 259. V ALERIAN being taken mifoflw, 
as hath b^en juft mentionedy dalicnus, 
hit fotif promifing to reTcnge the iofult, was chofea 
(mpercr, being then aboat forty-one yeart old. 
However iie fbon difcovered that he fought rather 
the fpicndors, than the tolls of empire $ for after haY- 
ing orerthrown Fngenau?, a commander in Pannooit, 
who had afTumed the title of emperor, he At down, 
as if fatigued with conquest and gave himfelf up to 
cafe and luxury. — While the empire was afflided 
throughout with pedilence and famine; while tlM 
Germans over-ran Rhstia ; while the Ailemam 
wafled Gaul ; while the Goths, the Qu^adi and&*r- 
natians, poured fojth from their forcfis, and carried 
dclblation over half the empire , Galienus reroaioed 
in the utmod tranquillity al Rome, inventing new 
pUafures, bathing among proflitutes, ftudying how 
to preferve figs green all the year round, and divert- 
ing himfelf among mimics, paraficea and budfooni. 
When informed of the lofi of his provinces, or the 
calamities of the Hate, he ufually aofwered with a 
jcd ; fo that his total inattention gave rife to a number 
of rebellions, that divided the empire into a multi* 
tuJ^ cf independent fovercignties. 
» It was at this time, that no lefs than thirty preten- 
ders were fcen contending with each other for the 
dominion of the fUte, and adding the calamities of 
civil war, to the reft of the misfortunes of this de- 
voted empire. Thtfc are generally known in hiftory 
by ihw* name of the thiity tyrants. Hiflorians are di-^ 
viJed as to their oumbt-r, names and pretentions ; it 
only ai'pcars, in the ill-digeftcd account of thefe 

times, 
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times, that they were not at all cotemporary, but 
fucceeded each other whenever they foand an oppor- 
tunity of afferting their pretenfions. It will be need- 
lefs to dilute upon accotmts and charaders» that have 
nothing very remarkable to keep them from oblivion ; 
the names of thcfe flibrt-lrved pretenders will fufHce. 
In the eaft, Macrianus, and his two fons, i v. Valens, 
V. Pifo, VI. fn Illyricum,. Aureolus, vii. In 
Palfliyray Odenatus, ^iii. Bklifla^ ix. Maeonias, 
X. Zenobia, and her two fons, 9111. In Egypt, 
^miliani ziv; In Africa, Celfus, xv. In Pan- 
nonia, Regillianas, xr^. Jngenuos, xvii. Cenfori- 
iius» ztiii. Trebellianus, xix. In GauU Ponim- 
IUO89 xx» Vi^oriDQSy xxi. Pofthumus Junior, zxii. 
LolUaaus, xxiiit Vidona, xxit. Vidorinus Junior, 
XXV. Tetrius, XXVI. Tctrius Junior, xxvii. Cy- 
mdes, xxviii. Saturnius, xxjx. Marius, xxx. 

It may be eadly fappofed, that a ftate, harrafled 
hy foch a number of oppofiog interefts, and inimical 
IH'mtes, was in the mod dreadful fituation : and ac« 
cordsbglv we find, through all parts of the empire, 
Ikothing but rapine, murder, and defolation ; the go^ 
vemment like a mighty ruin, dropping by piece meal 
00 the heads of thofe it was originally raifed to pro* 
ted, and threatening every moment univerfal de* 
ftrudion. In this general csuamity, Galienus, though 
at firft feemingly infenfible, was at length, obliged, 
for bis own private fecurity, to take the fiald, and 
led an army to befiege the city of Milan, which had 
been taken by one of the thirty ufurping tyrants. It 
was there he was flain by his own foldiers, Martian, 
aoc of his generals, having confpired againft him. 



CHiA\P., 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Claudius, the Thirty-fourth Empiror of Roui. 

A. D. 268. 1 HE death* cf Galicnus proved 
very advantageous to the empire, and 
;»ave a general fatisfa^lion to all, except his foldiers, 
vho hoped to reap the reward of their treachery by 
i}ic p'underof Milan. But being fruflrated 10 thefe 
cxpcflations, and in feme meafure kept within beundi, 
by the hrgcfl*e8 of Martian, Flavius CJagdius beio? 
nominated to fucceed, was Joyfully accepted by all 
orders of the flate, and his title confirmed by the fe* 
nate and the people. 

We are not fufnricntly aflured of this emperor^s 
lineage and country . Some affirm that he wae born 
in Dalmatia, and d'-fcended from an ancient fair.ily 
there ; others afTeit that he vas a Trojan, and otheis 
flill, that he was fon to the emperor Gordian. But, 
whatever might have been his defcent, his merits 
were by no means doubtful. He was a man of great 
valour and condu^, having performed the moft ex- 
cellent fcrvices againft the Goths, who had long con- 
tinued to make their irruptions into the empire. He 
was now above fifty- five years old, equally remarka- 
ble for the flrength of his body and the vigour of 
his mind ; he was chafte and temperate, a rewarder 
of the good ; and a feverc punifhcr of fuch as traof- 
greflcd the laws. Thus endowed, therefore, he in 
iome meafure, put a flop to the precipitate decline of 
the empire, and, once more, f^emed to reftore the 
glory of Rome. 

His firfl fuccefs, upon being made emperor, was 
againft Aureolu*, an ufurper of the empire, whom 
he defeated near Milan. His next expedition waste 
oppofe the Goths, againfl whom he led a very nume- 
rous army. Thefe batbwiaw^had made their prin* 
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ctpal and mod fQCcefsful irruptions into Thrace and 
Macedonia, fwarmed o?er all Greece, and had pil- 
laged the famous city of Athens, which had long 
been the fchool of all the polite arts to the Romans. 
The Goths, however, had no veneration for thofe 
embellifhments that tend to foften and humanize the 
mind, but deflroyed all monuments of tafle and 
learning with the mod favage alacrity. It was upon 
one of thefe occadons that having heaped together a 
krge pile of books, in order to burn them, one of 
their commanders difluaded them from the defign, . 
alleging, that the time which «he Grecians fhould 
wafle'on books, would only render them more unqua- 
lified for war. But the empire feeraed 10 tremble, 
not only on that fide, but.alrooft on eveiy quarter. 
At the fame time, above three hundred thoufand of 
thefe barbarians' (the Heruli, ^ the Trutangi, the 
Virturgi, and many namelefs and uncivilized nations) 
came down the river Danube, with two thoufand 
fhips, fraught with men avd^ ammunitioDy (preading 
terror and devaftation on every fide. . 

Jn this date of univerfal difmay,- Claudius alone, , 
Teemed 60 continue unfhaken. He marched his dif- 
proportioned *army againft the favage invaders, and, 
litbough but ill prepajred for fuch an engagement, as 
.be forces of *the empire were then employed in dif- 
ferent parts -of th^ world, he came off viAorious, . 
ind made an incredible ilaughter of the enemy. 7'he 
Mrbole of their great army was either cut to pieces or 
:aken prifoncr?: houfes were filled with their arms, 
ind fcarce a province of the empire that was not fur- 
lifhed with'flaves, from thofe that furvived the defeat. . 

Thefe foccefifes were followed by many other* in 
iifferent parts of the empire ; fo that the Goths, for a 
}onfiderable time after, made but a feeble oppofition. 

He flhne time afcer marched againft the revolted 
Germans, and ovei threw them with confiderable 
(laughter. His iaft expedition was to oppofe Tetri- 
c:us andZenobia,.his twopuiiTaot rivals iu the empire* . 
But on his march, as he approachjed near the city 
Sirmium, in Pannonia, he was feized With a pdl*.- 
ential ftver, of which he died in ^ C^>n d^>j^, v:> ^Vv^ 
O 3 ^^^ 



398 THE HISTORY qF THE 

great regret of hit fubjedt, aid the irreparable \ofk 
of the Roman empire. Hi» reigo, which irat not 
auite two years continaaoce, was a^ive and fuccefs- 
ful ; and luch is the ch^rader giyen of him by hif* 
torianty that he is faid to hare united in himfelf, the 
moderation of Aaguflos, the valour of TrajaUi and 
the pit ty of Antoninus. 



CHAP. XXXVL 
AdreliaX) the Thirty- fifth Empbroa. of Rome. 

A. D. 370. Immediately after the death of 

Claudius^ the army made uoaBioMNii 
choice of Aoreliao, who was at that time mafter of 
the horfcy and etteemed the moft yaliaot coromander 
of his time. However, hit-promotion was not with* 
out oppofition, on the part of the feoate, at Quiotil- 
lusy the brother of the deceafed emperor, put m hit 
claim, and was for a while acknowledged at Rome. 
But hit authority was of very fliort duration ; for 
finding himfelf abandoned by tbofe who had firft io* 
fligated him to declare for the throne, he chofe to 
prevent the feverity of his rival, by a voluntary deadi; 
and caufing his veins to be opened, expired, after 
having reigned for feventecn days. 

Aurel'ian being thus univerfally acknowledged bv 
all the fUtes of the empire, aflumed the command, 
with a greater (hare of power than his pred<'ce£rors had 
enjoyed for fome time before. This adive monarch 
was born of mean and obfcure parentage in Dacia, and 
was about fifty- five years old at the time of bis com* 
ing to the throne. He had fpcnt the early part of bit 
life in the army, and had rilen through all the grada* 
tions of military duty. He was of unfhakeo courage 
and amazing flrength ; he, in oneiingle engagement, 
killed fofty of the enemy with his own luind, and 
;ibove nine hundred at feveral different times, lo 
Aort, hit valour and e^v^d^vuQiv >^t:\^ C>^<;^^ that be 
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was compared to Jdios Ccfar ; aod, in faA» only vant- 
ed mildneft and clemency to be every way his equaT, 

The. whole of this enterprifing monarch's reign, 
was fpent in repreffing the irruptions of the oorthein 
nations i in humbling every other pretender to the 
empire, and puniihiag the roonftrous irregularities of 
his own fubjeds. He defeated the Marcoroanni, a . 
fierce and terrible nation of Germany, that had in- 
vaded Italy, in three feveral engagements, and at 
length totally deftroyed their whole army. He was 
not lefs faccefsfal agaioit Zenobta. the queen of the 
£aft, a woman of the mod heroic qualifications, who . 
had. long difdaimed the Roman power, and cftaibli/h- 
ed an:empire of her own. Tooppofe this extraordi« 
nary .woman, Aurelian pafied his army over into Alia, . 
andliipprefling all the .obfhudions that were oppofed 
agaiofi him, he at length fat down before Tyaoa, a 
Gtty of Cappadocia, which feemed ;refoIved to hold 
o«t againft him, and adually for fome time flopped 
his progrefs.: The uoexpedted obitioacy of the be- 
fieged, ferved not a little to enrage the emperor, .who . 
was naturally precipitate and. furious. He: vowed, ^ 
that upon taking the city, he would fb punifh the in- 
habitants, >ii not to leave a dog alive among them, 
^fter fome time th^ city was taken : and when his 
whole: army expend the plunder of fo wealthy a : 
pUce^ and. put, him in. mind of his former proteila- 
tions,: he^efifained their impetuofity, and only or- 
dered all the dogs in the place to be deflroyed. He • 
a&erwards pretended thar he was reflraincd from fa-. 
tiaiing his releutment on the inhabitants, by an appa- 
rition .of the fainous ApoUonius, that warned him not 
to deflroy his birth-place. This excufe was no 
doubc fiditious ; but we can eafily pardon faifeho9d, , 
when ut is brought to the afHftance of humanity.. . 

FromTyana he marched to meet the enemy, who . 
waited. k:s approach, near the city of En^efa in Syria. 
Both armies were very powerful and numerous ; the 
one trained up under the mod valiant leader of his 
time, the other led on by a woman, that ieemed born 
to contropl the pride of man. The battle was long 
and obftijute ; victory at one tima ieancd on th/t Gd<. 
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of the Aflatics ; but the perfeverance of Aurelian'i 
general, at lad, carried the day. The enemy were 
defeated, and Zenobia was obliged to fly to Palmyra 
for fafety. But (he was fooo purfued thither by the 
conqueror, who did all in his power to induce her to 
fubmiflion ; but the haughty queen refafed his prof- 
fered terms of life and fecurity with fcorn, lelying 
on the fuccours which (he expeded from the Perfians, 
the Saracens, and the Armenians. However, Aure- 
Jian's diligence furmounted every obflacle ; he inter- 
cepted the Perfian auxiliaries and difperfed them ; the 
Saraceijs (bared the fame fate ; and the Annenians 
were, by plaufible promifes, led over to efpoufe bis 
interefl. Thus Zenobia, deceived in her fuccoar 
and defpairing of relief, attempted to fly into Perfia ; 
but was taken by a chofen body of hor/e fent to pur- 
fae her. The city of Palmyra likewife fubroitted to 
the conqueror ; and Longinus, the celebrated critic, 
and fecretary to the ^ueen, was by Atlreliao^s order 
put to death. Zenobia was referved to grace his tri- 
umph, and was allotted fuch lands, and fach an in- 
come, as ferved to maintain her in almoft her former 
fplendor. 

Aurcllan having thus brought back peace to the em- 
pire, endeavoured by the rigours of juflice to bring 
back virtue alfo. He was very ftridl in punifhing the 
crimes of the foldiery ; and in his orders to his lieute- 
nants, infided that the peafants fhould not be plundered 
upon any pretences ; and not even a grape* a grain 
of fait, or a drop of oil, (hould be exaifted unjuftly. 
He caufcd a loldier, who had committed aduhery 
with his hodefs, to have his feet tied to the tops of 
two trees, forcibly bent at lOp to meet each other; 
which being let loofe, and fuddenly recoiling, tore 
the criminal in two. This was a feverity that might 
take the name of cruelty, but the vices of the time, 
in fome meafure, required it. In thefe punifhments 
inf]i«5ted on the guilty, the Chriilians, who had ail 
akf.g been growing more numerous, were Carers. 
Apamft thefe he drew up feveral letters and edicts, 
v/j/c/j /hews thai he intended a very fevere pcrfecu- 
tion ; but, if we may \>«V\t\^\\i^ Q.\^^>i\Q>a^ Vvldorians 
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of the times, he was deterred juft as he was going to 
^Ijgn them, by a thunderbolt, which fell fo near his 
perfon, that all the people judged him to be deftroy- 
ed. 

But, however Heaven might have interpofed ob 
this occafion, it is certain, that his feverities, at Jaft, 
were the caufe of his deiiru^ion. Meneftheus, his 
principal fecretary, having been threatened by him, for 
fome fauh, which he had committed, began to con- 
(ider how he might prevent the meditated blow. For 
this purpofe, he forged a roll of the names of feveral 
perfons, whom he pretended the emperor had marked 
out for death, adding his own to (Irengthen him in 
the confidence of the party. The fcroll thus con- 
trived, was fhewen with an air of the utmoCl fecrccy 
to fome of (he perfons concerned ; and they to pro- 
cure their fafety, immediately agreed with him tp de- 
flroy the emperor. I'his reu>]utioQ was foon put into 
execution ; for, as the emperor pafTed, with a fmall 
guard, from Heraclea, in Thrace, towards Byzan* 
tium, the confpiratois fet upon him at once, and flew 
him with* very fmall refi fiance. He was ilain in the 
fixtieth, or as fome fay, in the (ixty-third year of big 
9ge, after a very active reign of almoft five years. 



CHAP. 
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Tacitus, xh% thiity-iixth Ewri&OA of -Romb*. 

A,D. 244. J- H E oamb^rrof prcteodert- to the 
throne» which had formerly iofeftedtbc 
empire, were by the laft monarch's adiTUy^ fo en- 
tirely reroovedy that there now feemed to be oooe that 
would even venture to declare him/elf a candidau; 
The army- referred the choice to the feoate ; and, oo 
the other ffde, the fenate 'declined it ( (b that tt fpace 
of near eight months elapfed in thefe imerchangiDgi of 
mutual difference. At length, however, the feoate 
made choice of Tacitus, a man of great men't, and 
no waj ambitious of the honours that were offered 
him. Upon being folicited to accept the empire, he 
at fiiil refufed, and retired to his country- houfe io 
Campania, to avoid their importunities ; but being at 
length prevailed upon, he accepted the reigns of go* 
▼ernment, being at that :ime fevcnty-five years old. 

One of the &rii z6k$ of his government, was in the 
punishment of thofe who had confpired againf^ the late 
emperor. Particularly Meneflhens, who was impaled 
alive, his body being thrown to be devoured by wild 
beads. His eftate alfo was conB^cared to the exche- 
quer ; and his reidy money, whic!> was cooliderable, . 
applied towards paying the army. Dnrioe this (hort 
reign, the fenate Teemed to have a large (hare of au- 
thority, and the hidorians of ihe timts, are one and 
all liberal of their praifes to fuch emperors as were 
thus willing 10 divide.their power,. Uj/on eodeavoor- 
iog to obtain the confuilhip for his brother Probus, he 
was rcfufed it by the fenate, at whk^ he fecmed no 
way moved, but calmly remarked, that the fenate bcli 
knew whom to choofe. 1 his nooderatioo prevailed in 

all 
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all the reft of bis coodud ; he was extremely tempe- 
rate, his table was plaio» and furnifhed with nothings 
expeafive ; he even prohibited his emprefs from wear- 
ing jewels, aod forbad the ufe of jewels and embroi* 
dery He was fond of learning, and the memory of 
fuch men as had deferved well of their country ; par* . 
licalarly the works of his namefake Tacitus, the Ifif- 
torian, were greatly hoooored 'by him, commanding 
that they (hould be placed in every public library, 
throughou^ the empire, and many copies of , them ^ 
fliould be tranfcrtbcd at the public charge* 

A reign begun with fuch moderation and jaftice, . 
only wanted continuance to have made the empire 
happy ; but after enjoying the empire about fiXv. 
months, he died of a fever in his march to oppofe the 
Perfiaos and Scythians, who had invaded the eaftcro, 
paru of the empire. 



CHAP. XXXVIIL 

PaoBus, the Tbirty-feventb £ii«Eaoa . of Romhi* 

vJ P O N the death, of Tacitus^, the army feemed 
divided in the choice of an emperor ; one part of it 
chofe Florian, brother to the deceafed ; but the ma- 
jority were for fome time undetermined. They aU 
Jedged aroongfl each other, the neceffity of choofing 
one eminent for valour, bonefty^ P^ty» clemency, 
and probity ; but the laft virtue being that chiefly in* 
iifted upon, the whole army, as if by.common con« 
fent, cried out, that Probus (hould be emperor. He 
was accordingly confirmed in this dignity, . with all 
the ufual foJemnities ; and Florian> his opponent, 
finding bimfelf deferted, even by thofe legions, wha 
h%d promifed to fland up in his fupport, opened his 
arteries and bled himfelf to deatiu 

P/obus 
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Probus was forty- four years old whetbihe afcfcnded 
the throne, being born of noble parentage: at Sirraium 
141 Pannonia, and bred up a foldier ftom his youth. 
He began early to diftinguKh himfelf for-his di/cipiine 
and valour ; being frequently the Ml man, that io 
be|peging towns^ feaicd the walls, or that burd into 
the enemy*! camp. Nor was he lefs remarkable for 
fingle combats, and faving the lives of many emineot 
citizens. Nor were his activity and courage, when 
elected to the empire, lefs apparent than io his private 
fiation. Every year now 'produced only oew calami* 
ties to the empire ; and frelh irruptions on every fide 
threatened univerfal defolation ; perhaps no other abi^ 
lities but thofe of -Probus were capaole of oppofing 
thefe united invaOons. He flew with an army tore- 
prefs the Germans in Gaul, of whom he flew four 
hundred thoufand. He then marched into Dalmatian 
to oppofe and fubdue the Sarmatians. From thence 
he led his forces into Thrace, and forced rhe Goths 
to fue for peace. He, after that, turned his a^mi 
towards Afia; fubdued the province of ifauria ; and . 
marching onward, conquered a peo])le called the BIc- 
mii ; who, leaving their native fore(ls of ^ihiof^ia, 
had pofTeflcd themfelves of Arabia and Judea. Nar- 
fes, alfo, the king of Perfia fubmiiied at his ap- 
proach ; and, upon his return into Europe, he divid* 
cd the depopulated pans of Thrace among its barbar- 
ous invaders : a circumdance that afterwards produce 
cd grdt calamities to the empire. 

His diligence was not lefs confpicuous infuppre/ling 
tntedine commotions. Saturninns^ being compelled 
by the Egyptians to declare hi mfelf emperor, was de- 
feated and (lain. Proculus alfo (a perlbn remarkable 
only for his great attachment to women, and who 
boadcd in a letter, that, having taken an hundred 
Sarmatian virgins pnfoners, he deprived itn of that 
name in one night, and all the red within a fortnight) 
fet up ag.iind ihe emperor, but was compelled to /ly» 
and at length delivered up by the Germans. At ii»c 
imnc lime, Bononus (who wm as remarkable a votary 

10 
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to Bacchus, being able to drink as much wine as ten 
could do without being difordercd) rebelled, and be- 
ing pvercomey hanged himfelf in defpair. Probus, 
when he faw him, imiAediately after his death, could 
not avoid pointing at him, and faying. ** There hangs 
•'not a man, but a bottle." Still, however, not- 
.wi'th(tanding every effort to give quiet to the empire, 
xlbe barbarians who furrounded it, kept it in continual 
alarms. They were frequently lepulfcd into their 
uativc wilds, but they as certainly returned with frefh 
rage and encreafed ferocity. The Goths and Vandals 
finding him engaged in quelling domtfHc difputes, re* 
newed then* accufiomed inroads, and once more felt 
the punishment of their prefbmption. They were 
conquered in feveral engagements, and Probus retum- 
cd in triumph to Rome. His adtive temper, however, 
vfoM not fuffer him to continue at reft while any of 
ttie enemy were left to conquer. In his lafl expedi- 
tion, he led his foldiers againfl the Perfians ; and go- 
ing through Sirmium, the place of his natjvity, he 
there fet ^vetal thoufands 01 his foldiers upon drain- 
ing a fen that was incommodious to the inhabitants. 
The fatigues of this undertaking, and the great re- 
Araint that was laid upon the foldiers licentious masr 
ners produced a confpiracy, which ended in his ruin. 
For taking the opportunity as he was marching into 
Greece^ they fet upon and flew him, after he had 
reigned fjx years and four months, with general ap- 
probation. As an indance of the efleero, which even 
Lis rebellious army had for him, they ereded him a 
famptuous monument with this epitaph. '* Here lie» 
«« the emperor Probus, truly delerving the name j a 
** fubduer of barbarians and conqueror of ufurpers.'* 
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CHAP. XXXIX, 



Carus and his two fons, Carixus and Numbriav,. 
making together die Thiny-eighth Emperor of 
Rome. 

A. D. 282. X HE (hortcoDtinuanc^ofthistriam- 
virate^ has given hiftoi tans but iittie room 
for any thing very material concerning their rdgo. 
Carus» who was pnetoriao prefeA to the deceafed em* 
peror, was chofen by the army to fucceed him ; and 
hey to ftreogthen his authority, united his two fool, 
Carious and Numenan, with him in command ; the 
former of whom was as much fullied by his Ticesy as 
the youngefl was virtuonSy modeft and courageoas« 
The new emperor had icarce time to punifh the mar- 
derers of the late monarch, when he was alarmed by 
a frefh irruption of the Sarmatiansy over whom he 
gained a fignal victory. The Perfian monarch alfo 
made fome attempts upon the empire ; but Carus af* 
fured his ambaffadorsy that if their mafter perilled in . 
his obdioacy, all -his fields (hould be as bare as bit 
own bald head, which he (hewed them. In confe- 
quence of this threat, he marched to the rery walls 
of Ctefiphoo, and a dreadful battle enfuingy he once 
more gained a complete victory. What the refult of 
this fuccefs might have been, is not known ; for he 
was fhortly after (Iruck deady by lightning, in his 
tent, with many others that were reund him. 

Numerian, the youngeft fon, who accompanied his 
father in this expedition, was inconfolable for his 
death, and brought fuch a djforder upon his eyes, 
with weeping, th^ he was obliged to be carried along 
with the army, fKut up in a clofe litter. The peculi- 

Vvitj of his (Ituauon, after fome timei excited the 
•wsiiaoa. 
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ambition of Afper, his father-in-law, who fuppofed 
that he c«uld now, without any great danger, aim at 
the empire himfelf. He therefore hired a mercenary 
villain to murder the emperor in his litter ; and the 
better to conceal the fadt, gave out that he was AiU 
alive, but unable to endure the light. In this man- 
ner was the dead body carried about for (broc dayty 
Afper continuing to attend it with the otmoft appear- 
ance of refpefl, and to take orders as ufiud. The 
offeBfivenefs, however, of its froell, at length, difco* 
vered the treachery, and excited an univerfal uproar 
throughout the whole army. In the midd of this tu- 
mult, Diocleiian, one of the mod noted commanders 
of his time, was chofen emperor, and with his own 
band flew Afper 1 having thus, as it is faidf fulfilled 
4t pr^)fae€y» which had faid» that Dioclefian Ihould 
be emperor after he had flaio a boar, 

Catinoiy the remaining fon, did not long furvife hit 
lather aid brother 1 for giving bimfelf op to bis vieet 9 
and yet at the fanoe time, oppofing the new-made em- 
peroTi the competitors led their forces into Msifia, 
where Dioclefian being f iAononif Carious was ihto 
by a tribune of his own armyi whofe wift he had for* 
merJy abufed. 
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CHAP. XL, 



Djoclesuk» the Thirty-ninth Cmperor of Rome, 

A. D. 284. JDjOCLESIAN was a perfoi of 
mean birth ; being accounted, according 
to fome, the fon of a fcrivencr ; and of a flave, ac- 
cording to others. He received his name from Oio« 
clea. the town in which he was born^ and was aboat 
forty years old when he was ele^ed to the empire. 

He owed his exaltation entirely to his merit , har* 
log pafled through all the gradations of oificey with 
fasacityi courage and fuccefs. Nor did the begioDiog 
ofhis reign* in the lead* deceive the expe^ations his 
fubjeds had formed in his favour. He pardoned all 
his enemies that had joined with Carinus, without in- 
juring either their fortunes or honours. Confcioos 
aifoy that the weight of empire was too heavy for one 
alone to fudain, he took io Maximian, his generali as 
a partner in the fatigues of duty, making him bis 
equal and companion on the throne. Thus mutually 
amding each other, thefe two continued to live in 
ftrift friendfhip, and though fomewhat differing in 
temper (as Maximian was rather a man 6f vicious in- 
clinations) yet they concurred in promoting the gene- 
ral goody and humbling their enemies. And it mud 
be obferved, that there never was a period, in which 
there were more numerous or formidable enemies to 
oppofc. ' 

The pcaGints and labourers in Gaul, made a dan- 
gerous kiiarredion, under the condu(5l of Amaodus 
and Helianus, but were fubiued by Maximian. 
Achillcus, who commanded in Egypt, proclaimed 
bimfclf emperor ; and it was not without many bloody 
cng2gem^nit, ihai he >nw oNWCome, and condemned 
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^y DiocIeGan to be devoured by lions. In Africa, the 
koman legions, in like manner, joining with many of 
the natives, feized upon the public revenues, and plun- 
dered thr>fe wh6 continued in their duty, i hefe were 
ftlfo fubdued by Maxim ian ; and, after a long dubious 
war, conflrained to fue for peace. About the fame 
time, a principal commander in Britain, named Ca- 
raufius, proclaimed himfelf emperor, and poffefred 
himfclf of the ifland. To oppofe this general's claims, 
Maximian made choice of Condantius Chlorus, whom 
be created Caefar, and married to Theodora, his daugh- 
*tcr-in-law. He, upon his arrival in Britain, finding 
Caraufius extremely politic, and continually reinforc- 
-ed from Germany, thought proper to come to an ac- 
commodation ; fo that this ufurper continued for feven 
■years in quiet pofleffion of the whole ifland, till he 
was (lain by Aledlus, his friend and intimate. About 
this time, alfo, Narfes, king of Perfia and Parthia, 
began a dangerous war upon the empire, and invaded 
Mefopotauiia. To ftop the progrefs of the enemy 
upon this quarter, Dioclefia'n made choice of Galerius, 
furnamcd Armentarius ; from the report of his being 
born of a cow-herd in Dacia ; and he llkcwife was 
"created Casfar. His fuccela alfo, though very doubt- 
-ful in the beginning, was in the end, terminated ac- 
cording to his wiflies. The Perfians vrere overcome 
in a decifive engagement, their camp plundered and 
taken, and the king*s wives and children made prifo- 
ners*6f war, there only remained, of all the enemies 
of the Roraaii empire, thofe that lay to the north 
ward unfubdued. Thefe were utterly unconquerable, 
as well upon the account of their favage fiercenefs, as 
the inhofpiiable feverity of the climate and foil from 
whence they ifTued. Ever at war. with the Romans, 
they ifTued forth, when the ^Mies that were to reprefs 
their invafions, were called away ; 'and upon their re- 
turn, they as fuddenly withdrew into cold, barren, 
«nd inacceffible places, which only' themfelves could 
endure. In this manner the Scythians, Goths, Sar- 
matians, Alani, Carfii, and Quadi, poured down in 
incredible numbers; while every defeat fcemed but 
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to encreafe their (Irength ind perfeveraoce. Of tbdTe, 
multitudei were taken prifoners, and Tent to people 
the more fouthero parts of the empire; AiU sreater 
numbers were deftroyed ; and though the reft were 
driven back to their natire foretts, yet they condnoed 
ever mindful of their inveterate enmity^ and, like a 
favage btzfkf only continued inadivcy till they had 
licked their wounds for a new encounter. 

During this interval^ as if the external mileries of 
the empire were not fufficient, the tenth and laft £reat 
perfecution was renewed asainfl the Chriftians. ffaii 
IS faid to have exceeded all the former in feverity : 
and fuch was the zeal with which it was purfoedi thar, 
in an ancient infcription, we are informed, that tbey 
had effaced the name and fuperflition of the chriftiaos, 
and had reftored and propagated the worfhip of the 
Gods. 7 heir attempts, however, were but the ma- 
licious efforts of an expiring party ; for Chrifliaoity 
fhortly after was eftablifhed by law, and triumphed 
over the malice of all its enemies. In the midil of 
the troubles raifed by this perfecution, and of the 
contefis that (truck at the external paf ts of the (late, 
Dioclefian and Maximian furprifed the world by re- 
figning their dignities on the fame day, and both re- 
tiring into private Rations. Hiflorians are mut.h di- 
vided concerning the motives that thus induced them 
to give up thofe honours which they had purcbafed 
with fo much danger. Some afcribe it to the ^hilo- 
fophical turn of Dioclefian : and others, to his beiog 
difgufled with the obftinacy of his Chriflian fubje^s: 
but Ladantius afTerts, that he was compelled to it, 
together with his partner, by Galerius, who coming 
to Nicomedia, upon the emperor's recovery from a 
great (icknefs, threatened him with ancivil war in cafe 
he refufcd to refign. However, this we are well af- 
fured, that he ftill prefervcd a dignity of fentiment in 
his retirement, that might induce us to believe he 
had no other motive for rcfigpation. Having retired 
to his birth-place, he fpent bis time in cultivating hik 
gardetif afTuring his vifitors, that then only he began 
to enjoy the world, wVitti Vve. vi^^ xiiou^hi by the re.l 
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of mankind to forfake jt. When alfo fome attempted 
to perfuade him to fefume the empire, he replied. 
That if they knew his prefent happinefs, they would 
rather eodeaTOar to imitate than difthrb it. In this 
contented manner he lived fome time, and at lad died 
either by poifon or madnefs, it is uncertain which. 
His rden, which continued twenty years, was a^ive 
and ufeful ; and his authority, tindlured with feverity, 
«irai well adapted to the depraved (late of morals ac 
that time. 

Maximian, his partner 10 the empire, and in reijg- 
nation, was by no means fo contented with his fitua« 
tion. He longed once more for power, and diftnrbed 
the two fucceeding reigns with various efforts to re- 
lume it ; attempting to engage Dioclefian in the fame 
defign. Being obliged to leave Rome, where he had 
bred great confulion, he wen^ over into Gaul, where 
he was kindly received by Conflaniine, the then ac* 
knowledged emperor of the weft. But here, alfp, 
continuing his intrigues, asd endeavonring to force 
his own daughter, and deftroy her hufband, he was 
deteded, and condemned to die, by whatever death 
he fhould think proper ; and Ladarrius tells tts that 
be cboie hanging. 



c:ys.k^' 
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CHAP. XLI. 



CoNSTANTius and Galerius, making together the 
Fortieth Emperor of Rome. 

A, D, 304. ^ PON the refignailon of thetwoeni- 
pcrors, the twoCacfars whom they had for- 
merly chofen were univerfally acknowJedged as their 
rucceflbrs. Confbntius Chlorus^, who was fo called 
from the palenefs of his complexion, was vinuous, 
valiant, and merciful. Galerius, on the other hand, 
was brave $ but brutal, incontinent, and cruel. As 
there was fuch a difparity in their tampers, they rea- 
dily agreed, upon coming into full power, to divide 
the empire ; Conrtaniius being appointed to govern 
the weitern parts ; namely, Italy, Sicily, the greateft 
part of Africa, together with Spain, Gaol, Briiaio, 
and Germany : Galerius had the eaflern parts ailoticil 
to his fliare ; to wit, Illyricum, Pannonia, Thrace, 
^lacedonia, all the provinces of Greece, and the 
lefler Afia, together with Egypt, Syria, JuJea, and 
all the countries eaftward. Ihe grealnefs of tiie di- 
vilion, however, foon induced the emperor to take in 
two partners more, Sevcrus and Maximin, who were 
madeCaEfars, and alTifted in the conducing of affair?; 
fo that the empire now was under the guidance of four 
perfons, all inverted with fupreme authority. 

We are informed but of few particulars of the rei^n 
of Conflantius, except a detail of his chara^fler, which 
appears, in every light, mo^l amiable. He was ffug^!, 
chafte, and temperate Being one day reproached by 
Dioclefian's ambafTadors for his poverty, he only inti- 
mated his wants to the people, and in a few hours the 
^ums prefeaud h\u\ ?im^i.td \.l\^ beholdersi and ext:eed- 
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beholders, and exceeded their highefl exped^atiooi. 
<* Leaf n ftx)m bence," faid he theo ta the embaflk- 
dorty *< that the lore of the people it-thericheft trea* 
** (ore, and that a prioce*s wealth i^ never fo fafe at 
** when hi» people are the guardians of it." His 
mercy, and Ju (lice were equally coofpicuous' in hit 
treatmeot of the ChridianS} whom he would not faf- 
ftr to be injured ; and whed* at length, perfuadcd to 
difplace all the Chrifiian officers of his houfhold, that 
would not change their religion, when fome of them 
compKed, he fcot them away in difgrace ; alleging, 
that thofe who were not true to their G<xi| would oe» 
ver be ^tbfolta their prince. 

In the fecond year oi his reign be went ever iota* 
Brttdn^ and leaving his fon Conftanttne as a kind of 
hoftage in the court of his partner in the empire^ took 
up ht» refidence at York. He there^ continued in the 
piradiee of his oibai virtues, till fallmgfick^ l>e began 
to think of appointing his (en for his racceflt>r. He 
accordingly lent for him with all fpeed ; but he wa»: 
paft recovery before bis arrival ; notwitbdandtng, he 
received hinnt with marks of the utmo(b afFedioo^ and 
ratfiag himfelf in his bed, gave him feverai ufeful in- 
(tni^ons, particularly recommending the Chriflians 
ta bis care< He tbenr bequeathed tht enlpire to his 
Cfwe, and crying out that nOne but the piotM-Coofbu't' 
tine (hoold Uurceed him^ he expired in his arms. 

In the meantime* Galerins» his partner in the era* 
pire, being informed of Conftantine's advancement, 
teflified the mod ungovernable rage, aod was even 
going to condemn the roefTenger who brought him the 
account : but being difFuaded, he feemed to acquiefce 
in what be could not prevent, and fent him the marks 
of royalty : but at the fame time, declared Severus 
emperor, in oppofition to his interefls. 

Jufl about this time alfo, another pretender to the 
empire darted up. This was Maxentius, a perfon of 
mean extra^ion, but very much favoured by the fol- 
diers, whom he permitted to pillage at difcretioa. 
Thus there were Icveral interefts at the fame time, in 
oppofition to each other / and all confpiring eacb 
oilier's downfall. 

voLat. p \^ 
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'In order to oppofe Maxentias, Severus led a noroe- 
roas army towards the gates of Rome ; but his foldiers 
coniidering agaioft whom they were to iight, immedi- 
ately abandoned hfro ; and fhonly after, he put an end 
to bis own life, by opening his veins. 

To revenge his death, Galerius marched into Ita!y« 
refolving to ruin the inhabitants, and to dedroy the 
whole fenate. His foldiers, hoWever^ upon their ap- 
proaching the capital, began to waver in their refolu- 
tions : wherefore he was obliged to have recourfe to 
entreaties, imploring them not to abandon him ; and 
retiring by the fame route by which he had advanced, 
made Licinios, who was originally the ion of a poor 
labourer in Dacia, C aefar, in the room of Severas, who 
mras flain. This feemed to be the lafi ad of his power; 
for (hortly after he was feized with a very eztnordi* 
nary diforder in his privities, which baffled all theftiU 
of his phyficians and carried him off, after he had Ian- 
guiflied in torments for near the (pace of a year. 

His cruelty to the Chrifiians was one of the many 
crimes alleged againft him ; and their hiflorians have 
not failed to aggravate the circomtlances of his death 
as a judgment from heaven for his former impiety. 
However this be, he abated mach of his feverides 
againft them on his death- bed, and revoked thole 
edids which he had formerly publiflied, leading iB 
their perfecutioD, a littk before his death. 
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CHAP. XLir. 



CoKSTAMTiNE thc G&EATy thc Foity-firfl Empermr 
of Rome. 



V^ONSTANTINE being thus delivered A. D. 3 1 f . 
from hisgreate() opponeot, might now be 
confidered as poffeffing more power than any of his 
rivals in aathorityr who were yet remaining. The 
empire was at that time divided between him and three 
others : Maxentius, who governed in Rome ; a per* 
fon ckT a cruel difpofition, and a ftedfaft fupporter of 
Paganifm : Licinius, who was adopted by Galerius» 
and commanded in the £a(l ; and iikewife Maximin-, 
who had formeily been declared Cacfar with Severus', 
and who alfo governed feme gF the eailern provinces; 
Whether the empire was by this time fick of.intef- 
tinediviGonSy or whether each of its commanders was 
content with his fhare, is not material to enquire ^ 
but, for a time, all things feemed to wear a peacefiil 
appearance ; till, at length, either ambition, or the 
tyrannical condud of MaxentiuS, induced Conftaa- 
tine to engage in an expedition to expel that com- 
mander from Rome ; and to n^akc the proper prepara- 
tions for marching into Italy. It was upon this occa- 
(ion that he formed a refolution which produced a 
mighty change in the poiiticsi as well as the morals 
of mankind ; and gave a new ti^irn to the councils of 
the wife, and the purfuits of ambition. Oae eveo« 
ing, as we are told by Eufebius, the army being upon 
its march towards Rome, Conflantine was taken up 
with various confideratioos upon the fate of fubluna* 
ry things, and the danger of his approaching expedi- 
tion : fenfible of his own incapacity to fucceed with- 
P2 o«t 
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out divine affidance, he employed his meditations 
upon the opinions that then were chiefly agitated 
among mankind, and fent up his ejaculations to Hea- 
ven to infpire him with wifdom to choofe the path to 
purfue. it was then as the fun was declining, that 
there faddenly appeared a pillar of light in the Hea- 
vens, in the faihion of a crofs with this infcriptioo, 
TOrra NIKA^ ** To this overcome.'^ ' So extrnMr* 
dioary an appearance 6id not fail to create adonifli- 
menc both in the emperor and bis whole army, who 
confidered it as their various difpofitions led them t9 
believe. Thofe who were attached to pagaoifn, 
prompted by their aufpicet^ prooounced- it to be a 
moft inaufpicious omen, portendiojg the raoft unfbmu 
nate events. But it made a different iminreffion oadic 
emperor's mind } who, as the account goes, wis fbr# 
ther encouraged by viGonift the fame night. He there- 
fore, the day followiiig, caufed.a royai (iandardtobe 
made, like that which lie had fecn ia the Heavcos, 
and commanded it to be carried, before him io bit 
wars, as an enfign of vidory andicelcftial procedio*. 
After this, he confulted with feverai of tiw prrncipal 
teachers of Chridianity^, and made a poblic avowed 
of that facred perfuafioo. 

Condantine having thus attached his foidiers to bit 
iotereft, who were moflly of the Chi ifliao pcrTuafioa, 
iod no time in eiKering Italy, wtth ninety thoufaod 
foot ajid eight thoufaod horfe ; and fboo advanced 
almod to the very gates of Rome. The iinfonuoite 
Maxeniius, who had loeg given himfeJf up to eafe 
and debauchery, now began to make preparatioos, 
when it was too late. He ftrft put in pra^ice all the 
fuperflitious ritea which paga0ifm taught to be nccef- 
iary ; and then confulted the Sybiiliue books» firom 
whence he was informed, thait oa that great day the 
enemy of Rome (houlcl peri(h. This predidioa, 
which was equivocal, he applied to Conftantine; 
wherefore, leaving all things in the bed poilore* he 
advanced from the city, with an army of ao hundred 
and feventy thoufand foot, and eipitcea thou£uid 
^rfe. The engagement was, for lome time, fierce 

sod 
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andrUoody^ till hts cavalry being rourecFr vnftory d«- 
lokrcd mpon the (tde-of -his opponentv and be hirofcK' 
^wn drowoed to his Eighty by (he breaking dowo of a 
'Ividge as be attempted to crofs the river Tiber. 

. GonftantiBe, in coofequence of this vidory, enter- 
jog the city 9 difclaimed all .praifes Mr hie h the fenote 
4iiid people were ready to offer f aicribiog his fucoefs 
.to a luperior power« He^even caufed the crois, which 
im WM £iid to have feen in the Hea^vens^ to ibe plac* 
mA -tk the right of all his ilataes with this infcriptiott. 
U That nnder the mAiience of Ihat^vtftorioas crofit 
'^ Confiantine ihad deiivored "the city /from the yoke of 
•** ^tyrannical power, and had re(lored the fenate and 
^ jpeople of iRonae so their ancient ^rarfaority^" He 
ittfterwanda ordained that m crimrnal fliould, for i3tK 
.fttlttre» rofl«r (death Iwtbeicrofe, ^hich had formerly 
tkeeo the •mott 'ufnal ^ay of iponinnnt ifhrrss convtAed 
ictf 'eaf>ital fences. Ediif^ were &aa aiter ifloedy 
deckkf ing tint tiie Cfariftiana fliould be tzkd from ail 
>ilieir grievances, and seceiaed mso places of traft and 
ftnthorit^. Thns the new religion incas ften at oooe 
to prevail o^r the whole ,Roman empire ; and, as 
.that enoMDonsiahic bad been built and guMed apon 
ftigapipriiiGciplea^t loft a^^teat deal of hs ilrength 
4indiCoiicrfioce, when >lhoie frmtipkn wiere thoa ^at 
(Onaf^bvfvftcd. 

TJii^^onftiwiedio thiaflatefcr Tome time. Con- 
fta«tiAe» iajl tibe ^iie« oontiibistiiig twbat was an bis 

Efver to tkfi iniereil .j>f wttgion, .andtdie rctmlof 
i^iogf 4vhidif bad long ibeen npoo .the dccUne, and 
•vitaa aimoft wboUy estindiinrtbe^eropiae. fiat is .the 
wsid -of iKeie affidnitii^s, itiie -peace tcf itbeiemfare 
,was ^aifi difturb^ by (hcipr!epa«attoos of MnttmWf 
who :gov^«fied in the Xaft, And whc^ defirous of 
^ -fall pariic^tion of -poAvier, imancbed ngaWt 
Xicioius, OKiih a very nuioenQos army, in iceofe* 
^wc< qf this ikip^ after ttmntf confiidU, a geoeeal en- 
^agcmeot enfued, in which Masdmin itdfcfed A:total 
defefii.; iraaayflf his Jroops iMorc cut to paeces, and 
cbofe thitt furviired fobmittedtothecoiuinerDr. jMbs- 
im/h bVfWPftt, (having icfcaped the ^neral xatoa^^, 

f once 
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once more put himfelf at the head of another armf, 
refoiving to try the fortune of the fieM ; hoc his 
death fn-evented the defign As he died hj a very 
extraordinary kind of roadnefs, the C'hrimansy A 
whom he was the declared enemy » did not fail to 
afiiribe bis end to a judgment from Heaven ; but this 
was the age in which falfe judgments, and falfe mira* 
cles, made up the bulk of their unindru^ive htflory. 
Conftanttne and Licinius thus remaining andifpuc- 
ed poiTcfTofs and partners in the empire, all things 
promifed a peaceable continuance of friendfhtp and 
power. However, it was foon found, that the fiine 
ambition that aimed after a part, would be cooteot 
with nothing lefs than the whole. Pagan writers 
tfcribe the rupture, between thefe two t>otent8tes, to 
' Conftantine ; while the Chriftians, on the other hand, 
impute it whollv to Licinius. Both, perhaps, micht 
liave concurred, for Licinias isconvifted of haviof 
perfecuted Chriftiaoity, which was fo highly fafoor* 
cd by hit nral ; and Conftnocine is known co btff 
been the firfl to begin the preparationi for ao open 
rupture. Both (ides exerted all their power to make 
oppofition ; and, at the head of very formidable ar« 
' mies, came to an engagement near Gbaiis, in Fan* 
monia. Confhnttne, previooi to the battle, in the 
midft of his Chriftian bifliops, begged the affiftairce of 
Heaven ; while Licinius, with equal zeal, called 
upon the pagan prief^s, to intercede with the gods 
in his favour. The fuccefs was on the Gde of truth; 
Condantine, after an obftinate reddance from the 
enemy, became vid^orions ; rook their camp, and, 
after fome time, compelled Licinius to fue for atrucci 
which was agreed upon. But this was of no long 
coritinuance ; for foon after the war breaking out 
afrefh, and the rivals coming once more to a general 
engagement, it proved decifive. Licinius was entire* 
]y defeated, and purfued by Conflantine into Nico* 
media, where he furrendered himfelf up to the vic- 
tor; having firfl obtained an oath that his life (hould 
be fpared, and that he (hould be permitted to pafs the 
remainder of his days in retirement. This, howe* 

ver, 
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▼cr, Condantlne fhortly after broke ; for cither fear- 
ing his defigns, or findiog him adtuaily engaged in 
fre(h confpiracies, he commanded him to be pur to 
death, together with Martian, his general, who fome 
time before had been created Cxfar. 

Conflantine being now fole monarch of the empire, 

'Without a rival to divide, his power, or any perfon 
from whofe claims he could .have the lead apprehen* 

'fions, refolved to eflabli(h Chridianity ctttvfo fure a 

• bafisy that no new refoiutions fliould Aiake it. lie 

• commanded that in all the provinces of the empire the 
orders of the bifhops (hould be exadly obeyed ; a 

• privilege of which, m fucceeding times, thefe fitthcri 

• made but a very indifferent ufe. He caofed alfo a 
general conncil of thefe, in order to reprefs the he- 

• refies, that had already crept into the chnrch, parti- 
enlarly that of Arius. To this place repaired about 
three hoodred and eighteen bifKops, befides a roulti- 
tode of preibyters and deacons, together with the eni- 
|>eror himftlf ; who all to about feventecR concurred 
in-condemning the tenets of Arius» wboy with hit 
aiTociates, was baoiibed into a remote part of the em«^ 

. gire. 

Hating this reftored unhrerfal tranquillity to tbe 
cmpirey be was not able to ward off the calamities of 
a more doroefttc nature. As the wretched hiftoriane 
of this period are entirely at variance with each 
other, it is not eafy to tell the motives which induc- 

. ed him to put his wife Fauda and his (on Crifpus to 
death. The mod plaufible account is this. Faufta, 
the emprefs, who was a woman of great beauty, but 
of extravagant defires, had long, though fecretty* 
loved Crifpus, Conflantine's fon by a fotmer wife, 
bhe h^d tried every art to infpire thii youth with a 
mutual paflion ; and finding her more di/lant efforts 
ineffectual, had even the confidence to make him an 
open confeflion of her defires. This produced an ex- 
planation, which was fatal to both. Crifpus received . 
her addreffes with deteftation : and (he, to be reveng- 
ed, accufed him to the emperor. Conflantine, fired 
at once with jealoufy and rage, ordered him to die 

without 
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Without a hearing $ nor did hia ionoc«nce appear till 
it was too late for redrds. The ooly repamtioo 
therefore that remaisedt was the puttiog f au(bi» -the 
wicked in Am tnent of his former crueUy, to death; 
which was accordingly executed upon her, together 
with fbme others, wlio had been accompUctt in her 
faifehood and treachery* 

But the priTate misforcHnes of a kw^ were not lo 
be weighed agaioft e? ils of a more general nature, 
which the Roman empire (hortly after experienced. 
Thefe ardfe from a meafure whioh this emperor. cm- 
ceived and executed^ of transferring the (eat Cjf the 
empire from Rome. to Bvzantiam, ^r Conftantiocple, 
as It was afterwards called. Whatever migSt bare 
i^en the reafona which induced him to this imderttk- 
' ing ; whether k w^ becan(e he was oSended u fome 
affi-onts he received at Rome s or tbat he [pffq/id 
Conftantinople more in the center of the empirei er 
that he thought the eaftcrn pacts more required bit 
f rcfenee ; experience has (hewn that tbty were wesk 
and gronndlels. The empire had .long, before been io 
ibe rooft declining ftate ; but this, in a great meafiirf, 
gate precipitation to its downfall. After this it oe- 
^er refiimed its former fplendor» but like a flower 
Iranrplanied into a foreign clime* btnguifliedby de- 
'greesy and^it length iunk into nothing* 

His fii fl defign was to build a city, which he tmight 
m^e the capital of the world ; and for this poiipoie, 
•he made choice of a fituation at Chaicedon in Afia 
Minor; but we are told, that in laying 'Oot the 
.ground plan, an eagle caught up the line, aqd Aew 
with it over to Byzantium, a city which lay upon the 
oppofite fide of the Boff horus. Here, therefore, it 
was thought expedient to (ix the feat of the empire; 
and, indeed^ nature feems to have formed it with all 
the conveniencies and all the beautie's, which migbt 
induce power to make it the fcat o( rtfidence. It 
was (ituated on a plain, that rofe gently from the wa- 
ter ; it commanded that Areight which unites the 
Mediterranean with the liuxin': (ea, and waafurniHi- 

ed 
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ed mxb all the ;id^antages whkh th^ mod indul^eiK 
dimare could beftow* This ci(y». tl^refpr-e, be 
i^eaotified with the.moft magnificeiit <dific.es ; he4i* 
Tided it into fourteen cegipns j built a o^pitol^ an 
amphitbeatre, many chvirohesy and other piiblip 
works^ and having .thus rendered it equal 
to the magiiificen.c.c of his idea, he dedi- A. U. C 
c'ated it in a Yery folemn iqaaoer to jtbe 1,084. 
"God of martyrs; in abouf two jr^af softer A. P. SJfl* 
repairing thither with his whole cojurt. 

Thjs removal produced 00 immediate .aItera:tion in 
the government of the empire ; the inhabitant? of 
l^ome, though with rclu^aoce, fubraitted to ih.e 
change ; nor was there for two ,or three years ra^ 
diflurbance in the ({ate, until>,at lengthy the Coth^ 
linding that the Romans had withdrawn ail their gar- 
rifons along the Danube, renewed their inroads, ujoA 
ravaged the country with uaheard of crjachy. Cpn,- 
flantine> however, fopn repr^ed their incurnon^y. 
and fo (Irajtencd ibem> that near ;an hundred tboMr 
fand of their number perifbed by cold and hunger:, 
Thefe, and foQie other inturredlions, being iuppily. 
fuppreffed,. the government- of the empive was divid,* 
cd as follows. . Conf^antine, the emper^f's eldeft fon, 
commanded in Gaul and the Wedern provinces,. 
Con(lantius governed Africa and lllyricum, and Con- 
flans ruled' in Italy. Dalmatius, the emperor's bro- 
ther, wasfent to defend thofe parts that bordered 
upon the Goths; and Annibalianus, his nephew, had 
the charge of Cappadocia and Armenia Minor. This 
divifion of the empire ftill farther contributed to its 
downfall ; for the united ilrengrh of the ftate being 
no- longer brought to rcprefs invafion, the barbarians 
fought with fupcrior numbers, and conquered at la(l, 
though often defeated. Conftantine, however, did 
not live to feel tlitfe calamities. The latter part of 
his reign was peaceful and fplendid ; amb^ifradors 
from the remotefl Indies came to acknowledge his 
authority; the Perfians, who were ready /or frerti. 
inroads, upon finding him prepared to oppofe, fent 
P J humbly. 
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humbly to deiire bit friendflitp and forgivenefs. Hf 
was above (ixty yean old, and had reigned above 
thirty yean, when he found hit health began to de- 
cline. To obtiate the efFe^i of hit diforder, which 
was ah intermitting fever, he made ufe of the warm 
baths of the city ; but receiving no benefit from thence, 
ht removed for change of air, to Helenopolis, a city 
which he had built to the. memory of hig mother. 
Hit diforder increafing, he changed again to Nicom- 
dia, where finding himfelf without hopes of a reco- 
very, he caufed himfelf to be baptized ; and having 
ibon after received the facrament, he escnired after a 
memorable and a^ive reign of almoft thinv-two 
years. This monarch's character is reprefentedto as 
tn very different lights ; the Chriflian writers of that 
time adorning it with every drain of panecyric ; the 
heathent on the contrary, loadinff it with all the viru- 
lence of inventive. In fadV, it ieems to be compofed 
of a mixture of virtues and vices* of piety and cre- 
dulity, of courage and cruelty^ of judice and amlyi- 
tion. He edabiifhed a religion that continues the 
bleffing of mankind ; but purfued a fcbeme of poli- 
lics that deAroyed the empire. 
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C H Jl P. XLIII. 



•^Of the deftni£tion of the Roman Empire, after the 
death of Constantimb, and the events which 
hadened its Cataftrophe. 



H. 



I ITHERTO the charaaers of the Roman em- 
'fierors have been intimately conne^ed with thbhidory 
of the (late ; and its rife and decline might have been 

* Jaid to depend-on the virtues and vices, the wifdoni 
.' or the indolence, of thofe who governed it. But from 

* this dreary period its recovery was becoitie defperate; 
no wifdom could obviate its decadence, no courage 
eppofe the evils that furrounded it on every (ide. In- 
ftcad therefore of entering into 4 minute account of 
the charaaers of its fucceeding emperors, it will at 

' prefent fuffice, to take a genei^l furve'y of this part of 
the hidory, and rather defcribe the caufes by which 
the flate was brought down to nothing, than the pcr- 
fdns who neither could haftcn nor prevent its decline. 
Indeed, if we were to enter into a detail concerning 
the charaaers of the princes of thofe times, it (hould 
be thofe of the conquerors, not the conquered; of 
thofe Gothic chiefs who led a more virtuous and more 
courageous people to the conquefl of nations cor« 
nupted by vice, and enervated by luxury. 

Thefe barbarians were at firft unknown to the Ro- 
mans^ and for fonre time after had been only incom- 
modious to them. But they were now become for- 
midable, and arofe in fuch numbers, that the earth 
fecmcd to produce a new race of mankind to cont- 
plete the empire's dellrudlion. They had been in. 
creafing in their hideous defcrts, and amidft regions 
frightful with eternal fnows, had long only waited the 
opportunity of confiiag down into a more favourable 
clunatc Againft fuch an enemy no courage could 

avail, . 
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avail) nor abilities be ruccefsFuI ; a ?idory only cot 
off numbers, witboat an hakitatiorif and a name, 
foon to be fucceeded by others equally dtfperate and 
obfcure. 

The «mperort who had to contend with this.peoplei 
were moft of them furni(hed neither U[ith courage oor 
condu^ to oppofe. Their rcGdence in Ada leemed 
to enervate their manners » and produced a defire io 
them to be adored like the monarcbs of the eaft. 
Sunk in foftoe^y they (hewed themiclvet ^ih kfs 
frequeiky to the (oldiers» theybecame more indoleni, 
fonder of doroe/lic pleafures, and more abdra^ed 
from the empire. Condaotius^ who reigned thirty- 
eight years, was weak» timid » and aafuccefsfoly go* 
Terned by Us eunuchs and his wives, and unfit to 
prop the falling empire. Julian his jfucceflbry for- 
samed the Apoftate, upon .account of his relaofipg 
into pagamfm» was« noiwithdandingy a very good and 
a very valiant prince. He> by his 'wifdoaa, coixdod* 
and oeconomy, chafed ^he barbarians^ that had taken 
fifty towas ppon the Rhine» out of their new fettle- 
ments ; and bis name was a terror to them during 
his reign, which lafted but two years. Jovian aod 
Valentintan had virtue and Arength fufHcient to pre* 
ftrvt tbe.e.npire from immediately falling under its 
enemies. No prince faw the oeceiliLy of reAoring the 
ancient plan of the empire more than Vakntinian ; the 
former em^perors had drained away all the frontier 
garrifons, merely to (Irengthen their own power at 
home ; but his whole life was employed in fortifying 
the banks of the Khine ; making levies, raifing cailles, 
placing troops in proper ftations, aud furoiihing them 
with (ubfiflence for their fuppoit; but an even*, that 
*ino human prudence could forefee, brought up a nevrt 
enemy to aifid in the univerfal deflrudllon. 

That trad of land which lies between the Palus 
Msotis, the mountains of Caucafus and the Cafpiaa 
fea, was inhabited by a numerous favage people^ that 
went by the names of the Huns and Alans. 1 heir foil 
was fertilci and the inhabitants fond of rcbbery aod 

plunder. 
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plifnder. As they imagined it impradtcable to crofi 
ibe Palus Meotis, they «were altogether unacquainted 
'\iritfa the Romans ; To that they rcnuuned confined 
within the limits their ignorance 4iad affigned them, 
while other nations plundered >^ith fecurity, it i»as 
-been the opinioo of fome, that the dime which was 
rolled down by the carrent of Taoais, had, by de- 
greesy formed a -kind of incruftation on the furface of 
the Cimmerian Bofphorus, oter which thofe people 
are fuppofed to have pafTed.^ Others relate that two 
young Scythians, being in full purfuit of an heifer, « 
the terrified creature iwam ov«r an arm of the (c«i, 
and the youths immediately following her, found 
themfelves in a new world upgn the oppofite (bore. 
Upon their return they did not fail to relate the won- 
ders of flrange lands and countries, which they had 
difcavered. Upon this information, an innumerable 
body of Huns paiTed thofe (Ireights, and meeting fiHl 
with the Goths, made the people fly before them. 
The Goths, in conAernation, prefented themfelves 
on the •banks of the Danube, 'and, with a fuppliant 
air, entreated the Romans to allow them a place of 
refuge. 1 his they eafily obtained from Valens, who 
aifign^ed them feveral portions of land in Thrace, but 
left them deflitute of all needful fuppiies. Stimulat- 
ed, therefore, by hunger and refeotroent, they foon 
after rofe againlt their protestors, and in a dreadful 
engagement, fought near Adrianople, deflroyed 
Valens himftlf, and the greated |>art of his army. 

It was in this manner the Roman armies grew weak- 
er ; fo that the emperors, finding it difficult, at ktt^, • 
to raife levies in the provinces, were obliged to hire 
one body of barbarians to oppofe another. This ex- 
pedient had its ufe in circumflances of immediate 
danger ; but when that was o^r, the Romans found 
it was as difficult to rid themfelves of their new allies,.: 
as of their former enemies. Thus the -empire was' 
bot ruined by any particular invaiion, but funk gra- 
dualiy under the weight of feveral attacks made upon 
it. \Vben the barbarians had waited one province, 
thofe who fucceeded the firft fpoilers^ proceeded on to 

aBoiher. 
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another. Their devadations were at firft limited to 
Thrace, Mflcfit, and Piinnonta ; bat, when theiecoan*^ 
tries were rained » they deilroyed Macedonia^ Thef* 
faly and Greece ; and from thence they expatiated to 
Noricnm* The empire was in this manner contiflo- 
alty fbrinktngt and Italy, at laft» became the frontier. 
The valoar and condud of Theodoiiuty jo fome 
meafure retarded the deAradion that had begun in the 
times of Valens i but upon his death, the enemy be- 
came irrefiftible. A larae body of Goths had beco 
called in to aiEli the regular forces of the empire, oo« 
der the command of Aiai ic, their king ; bnt what was 
brought in to flop the uni?erfal dedinet proted the 
mod mortal Hab to its fecuritv. Tliis Gothic prince, 
who IS repre(ented as orave, impetuous and enterpriZ' 
>'>g« perceifed the weaknefs of the (late, and botr 
little Arcadius and Honoriu8,.the fucceflbrt of Tbeo* 
dofius, were able to fecure it ; being infHgated alfo 
ilill further by the artifices of one Rufinus. who had 
defigns upon the throne hirofelf ; this warlike prince, 
I fay, putting himfelf at the head of his barbarooi 
forces, declared waragainfl his employers, and fought 
the armies of the empire for fome years with vahooi 
foccefs. However, in proportion as his troops were 
cot off, he received new fupplies from his naiire fo- 
redi ; and at length, putting his mighty defigns io 
execution, paiTed the Alps, and poured down like a 
torrent, among the fruitful valleys of Italy. This 
charming region had long been the f^ai of indolence 
and (enfual delight ; its fields were now turned into 
gardens of pleafure, that only ferved to enervate the 
pofTeflors, from having once been the rurfery of mil** 
tary (Irength, that furoifhed foid'crs for the conqadl 
of mankind. The timid inhabitants, therefore, be- 
held with terror, a dreadful enemy ravaging in the 
midfl of their country, while their wretched empeior, 
Honorius, who was then in Ravenna, Aill only feem- 
ed refolved to keep up his dignity, and to rcfufe any 
accommodation. But the inhabitants ofRomefdt 
. the calamities of the times with double aggravation. 

This 
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TThw great city, that had long fat as iDidrefs of the 
worlds DOW faw h«rfclf bcfiegcd by an army of fierce 
and terrible barbarians ; and being crowded with in* 
habitants, it was redaced by the extremities of pedi- 
lence and famine, to a rooft deplorable fituation. In 
this extremity the fenate difpatched their ambaifadors 
to AlariCt defiring him either to grant them peace 
upon reafonable terms, or to give them leave to fight 
it with him in the open field. To this meffage, how- 
ever, the Gothic monarch only replied with a bur({ of 
laughter, ** That thick graft was eafier cut than thin," 
implying that their trpops, when cooped up within 
the narrow compafs of the city, would be more eafily 
•verconie, than when drawn out in order of battle. 
When they came to debate about a peace, he demand- 
ed all their riches, and all their flaves. When he 
was afked, ** What then be would leave them ?*' he 
ftcroly replied, " Their lives." Thcfe were hard 
conditions for fuch a celebrated cit)r to accept ; but, 
compelled by the necefEty of the times, they raifed 
an iromenfe treafure, both by taxation, and by flrip* 
ping the heathen temples ; and thus, ^ length, bought 
off their fierce invader. But this was but a temporary 
removal of the calamity; for Alatic now finding that 
he might become mafler of Rome whenever he 
thought proper, returned with his army a fhort time 
after, prefTed it more clofely than he had 
.done before, and at lafl took it; butU. C 1163. 
whether by force or (Iratagcm, is not A. D. 410. 
agreed among hiflorians Thus that city 
which for ages had plundered the world, and enrich- 
ed herfelf with the fpoils of mankind ; now felt, in 
.turn, the fad reverfe of fortune, and fufHrrcd all that 
b&rbarity could infli^, or patience could endure. The 
foldiers had free liberty to pillage all places except the 
. Chridian churches ; and, in the midfl of this horrible 
defolation, fo great was the reverence of thofe barba- 
rians for our holy religion, that the Pagans found 
fafety in applying to the Chriflians for prdtedlion. 
. This dreadful devaftattoo continued for three days ; 

tod 
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itnd unTpcakabl^ were the precious roonumentfy boih 
of arc and learning, that funk uoder the fury of thofe 
conquerors. However, there were ilill Jen number- 
kfs tracer of the city> fornocr ^eatnefs ; fo thattbi? 
.qapture feeined lather a cprredUoo than a (otai over- 
.throw. 

But the .Gothic conquerors of the Wefl, ^ho0|h 
they bad fufTered Rome to furvivc its fiifl captorr, 
now found how eafy it was to become mailers of it 
upon any other occaHon. The extent cf its walls had 
in fi&t made it almoft impra^icable .fur the inhabi- 
tants to defend them ; and as it was fituated in a plaio, 
it might be Aormed without mJch difficulty. Refides 
this, no fuccours were to be expeded from wKhcut; 
for the n^jmber of people was fo extremely dimintfhed, 
that the emperors wtre obliged to retire to Jflareona ; 
a place fo fortified by nature, that they copld be fafc 
without the a/fi((ance of an army. What Alaric, 
therefore, fpared, Ceoferic, king cf the VandaK 
not long after contributed to deflroy 1 his mercilefs 
foldiers for fourteen days togeth';r, raged with impU* 
cable fury, in the roidil of that venerHble place. Nei« 
ther private dwellings, nor public buildings ; neither 
fex nor age, nor religion, were the Ical^ protection 
againft their lufl or avarice. 

The capital of the empire being thus ranfacked fc- 
feral times, and Italy over-run by barbarous invader?, 
imder -VHMOUS denominations, frum the remotell fkirts 
of Europe ; the w^ftern emperors, for fome time, con- 
tinued to hold the title, without the power, of royalty. 
Honorius lived till he faw himfe If (tripped of the great- 
er part of his dominions ; his capital taken by the 
Cloths; the Huns feized of Pannonia, the Alars, 
JSuevi, and Vandals eflabliflied in Spain ; and the Bur- 
gundians ftttled in Gaul, where the Goths alfo fixed 
themftlves at lad.. After fome time, the inhabitants 
of Rome alfo, being abandoned by the princes, feebly 
attempted to take the fupreme power into their own 
hands. Atmorica and Britain, feeing themfelves for- 
faken, began to regulate themfelves by their own 
laws. Thus the power was entirely broken, and thofe 

who 
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who aflumed the title, only encountered certain de* 
({ration. At lengthy^eten the very name of emperor 
of the weft expired upon the abdication of Auguftulus ; 
and Odoacer, general of the Heruli^ aflumea the tide 
of king of all Italy. Such was the end of this great 
empire^ that had cooq^uered the world with its arms^ 
and inAruAed them with its wifdom $ that had tifen 
by tempeiancey and fell by luxury \ that had been ef- 
tabliflied by a fpirit of patriotifmy and that fell into 
Tula when the empire was become fo extenfive, that a 
Roman citizen was but an empty name. Its final dif* 
foltttion happened five hundred and twenty two yean 
after the battle of Pharfalia^ an hundred and forty-fix 
after the removal of the imperial feat to Condantinople, 
and four hundred and fevcnty*fix after the nativity of 
our Saviour. 
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kingdom!, 40* Captivated by Cleopatra, 41* 
Marries Odtavia, Augti(loa*s fifter, 4). Goes saainii: 
th« Parthiaos, 44. Giffs Cieopfttra fcvcral aiog* 
doms, 47* Hit preparations for war with Odavi- 
anos, 40. Defeated at Adioni^ $1. Retaraito 
Akxandria, .5a* PrepauM to continae the war, 

fif. His floet and part of his army ctrolt firon 
tm, 55. His death, 57, fff. 
Jntonifiui Piiu, HiichfLri&tfftii* His dcatbr 130. 
jfqueJufff That of Claadias defcribed, 123. 
;fWf//, His herefjT condemned in a general coooci), 
and bimfelf baniHied, jio^ 

r. His( 



Jutu/lu/f See OSavsanus, His condvd 00 becomiog 
folely poflefled of the empire^ 64* His coofoha- 
tion wttb Agrippa and Maecenas, 66* His deceit 
and aitilice to feeure himfelf in the empire, 671 
63. Has the title of Augoftas with other honours 
conferred 00 hioi, 68. Makes federal edids to 
fupprefs corruption in the fenate, 69, llcentionfneft- 
in the people, and for feireral other porpo(es, 691 

70. Other ioflances of his good gofernment, 70, 

71. Senral nations who had revolted fubdned, 
•71, 7^ His domtftic trottblei^ 75^ 74. Hat 
twenty privy- counfeilora afBgoed him^ 75* Hil 
dcatii, ii. The honours paid tohis rofmory, 76, 77* 

jiureliut M. -Makes L. Ver.ui Jii»sirodaie,ja;)0* His 
excclJepc igovornmeot. ^32. Defeats the Marco- 
III foni and Quadi, 2.35, 254. His army relieved 
by the prayers' of a Chrtftian legion, a37. Avidiof 
^.afTiud rebels ag^o(l him, i^. 258. Coesi^ioft 
the Scythians, 241. His death, 242. 

Aurelian^ Cho(en iDOiperor ^ the army, ^98. liit 
chara^er, 299. Defeats and takes Zenobia pri- 
foner, 300. Lnftances of bis jnfttfie aod good go* 
vecAment^ 301, His death, ih» 



I N D E X^ 



B> 



Brkmth The emperor Gltmdmf'fveTfttded to iafiRde 
it'bjrBtnciHi a naiivfy iz^, Rexwittuador Ntro^ 
152. Subdued by Paulinus, 153. Entirely fub- 
diiedanddvilised by Agr(€oJa« i^5» aod by- hkn 
firft difcovered to be an i(laod» i^%* 

MhtfUM Gonfpkci^ ag|aiiiftC«(ar, i6, HU ohandter, 
33. Defeatt ftt Pbilippf^aoddMtby 37'-*39« 

BjitMrntimiti or^ Can/iimtiff^tf ItffitUatioB de6ribed» 
520, 3,21. 



CoHpthi Whfy* (b caHed; les. Bi^gios his reign 
urel)^ re3. Hit jcruclties^ and* other mooftrous 
enof ibitieft^ 105^-^1 1 3. Hir^wpedition into Ger- 
matiyi 1 1'4. A con(}>iraey formed againft* him^ 
117^ H}s death. 1 ig< 

CtiVMi/A*^ KAlUGeta, 292. His otber ctueltieft and 
extravagancies, 263 — 265^. His deaths 266. 

<2araEtmcui^ Defeated and carried to'Rome, 125. 

^Carus^ Chofen emperor by the army, 306. His 
death, 307. 

(Cttfar^ JuUui^ His chara^er^ i. Purfues Pompey 

into Egypt, 2. His atchievements there, 3 6. 

Goes againfl Pharnaces, 7. Gains an eafy vidlory, 
iUk Goesin^o Africa, 9. Defeats Sdpio, 9.. R«» 
twniSr in 'triumph to Rome, m. Goe» again into 
-Spaioj 1 2. Defeats Pom pey-*s foM at Munda, 1 3, 
His return to Rome, and condud there, I4f<-i6. 
A confpiracy* formed againft him, i8. His dettb» 
19. 

fCMfiiatUf A feiwre perfecution of them tii>der Nero, 
J48; D#aiitiaii> 201. TraJAB^ 4J4« Aiirdius, 

2133. 



INDEX. 

233. Valerian, 292. Edids iflued in fafourof 
them by Cooftaotioe* 317 — 319. 

Cicerof jHf- T. Profcribed and murdered, 28, 29. 

C/muihiit Proclaimed emperor, 122* Begins bit rejgo 
well, 15. Goes intoBriuin, 124. Puts federal perloni 
to death, 127—129. An inftaoee of bit cruelty, 
f^« Marries Agrippina, 133. His death, 135, 
136. 

CloMttu Fiaviui^ His excellent charaAer, atchieve- 
menu and death, 296— 2o8« 

CleoMra^ Deferiptioo and charader of her, 4— 47* 
Flies from Afltum, and » followed by Antony, 51. 
.P^lls into the power of Auguftns, 57. Her inter- 
Tiew with him, 59. Her death, 61 • 

CommoJuif Succeeds Antonine, 243. His horrid 
crneltiet, and other enormities, 244^^247. His 
death, iL 

Co^anttne the Great, Succeeds his father, 315. Con- 
ferted to Chriftianity, 3 16- Defeau Licinius, 318, 
Contenes a general council of Bifliops, 3 19. Pau 
to death his wife and fon^ ib. RemoYes the feat of 
4he empire to Byzantium, 320, 321 . Difi'det the 
empire, 321. His death and charader, ^2z. 

Conftantine ChiortUt Divides the empire with Gale- 
rius, 313. His cbartAer, lb. Death, 315. 

Cremutiiu Cordut^ Defeats the malice of Tiberius by 
a voluntary death, 90. 



D. 



Decw/9 Voted by the feoate not ioferior to Trapo, 

289. Gains a great vidlory over the Goths, but is 
afterwards routed by the treachery of his general, 

290. His death, ib, 

DlSator, The title when abolilhed, 68. 

Diociefian^ His defcent and charadler, 302. Subd«cs 

the Perfians, 309* Perfecutcs the Chriflians, 310. 

Refigns the government, lb. i\h death* 311. 

DbnusUn, 



INDEX. 

Domttiotis The good beginDing of hit reigiiy 196. 
Soon renders himfelf odioas* 1 97. ScYeral nttions 
ioTade the empire, 1989 199* Hit arrogance and 
crueities» ii. — 201. A confpiracy formed againfl 
hiin» 203. His death, 204. 



F. 

Fidensp Fifty thoaland perlbns killed by the falling; 

of an aniphi- theatre there^ 93. 
JFucinui, DefcriptioD of the draining this IsJce, I2j. 



G. 

<^alba^ Declared emperor by the lenate, 1 6o* Is go- 
verned by his favourites, 165. Adopts Pifo to inc- 
ceed him, 166. His death, i68. 

<Sakrtus, Has the eaAern parts of the empire for his 
(hare. of government, 312. His death, 314. 

CaiHenuSf His diflolute coodu^ when chofen empe* 
ror, 294. Names of the thirty tyrants who pre- 
tended to the empire, 295 -His deaths ii. 

Callus^ By his* treachery occafioos the defeat of the 
Roman army, 29P, yet is declared emoeror by th« 
furviving part, 291. Buys -a peace ol the Goths, 
ib. His character and death, 292. 

Gavlsf Several nations of them, 89. Are defeated,/^. 

CermanicuSf His charader and atchievements in Ger* 
many, 81 — 83. The provinces of Afia decreed 
to him, 85. Goes into Egypt, 86. His death, 87. 

Gladiators y Edicts made by Augudus to reftrain the . 
immoderate exhibition of them, 69* 

Oordian^ He with his fon created Emperors, 280. 

. Their deaths, 2^2. 

ConSan, the Youoger. His character, 286* And 
deatli, 287. 

tCothsf invade the empire, but are diiven back by 
^GordiaDr286* Undertake another invaiion, 288. 

Arc 



INDEX. 

• Are defeated, bat afterwardi through treacherf, 
r<^ut the Roman armjr^ zgo* OUife the Roomim 
fopurehafea peace,. 391, ivhicb they foon break 
and again ioftde tho empirci it. Rrtiew their io- 
f o«lt mider Coaftaminei 39 1 . Admitted by Va- 
lent into Thrace, 325. 



HeliogahalmSf Chofen emperor, 299^. His MKei, 
prodigality and cruelty, ik.^'-^i'ji. Hit death, 

Her§d Agrifpaf Jadea refiored to him by Claadiuf 
123* 

J. 

Jtrufalemf Befleged and ts^en, i&4r-^i87. 

Jews^ RcToh under Nef», 154, Trajan, za^ Adrian, 
223, 224. 

Julia^ Daughter of Augijftus* Her inAmoua ooo- 
dua, 73. Banifhcd by Augoftus, 74. 

Julian^ Farchafed the cn»pire of the army, for the 
Turn of one million of our money, 2<;2. Hia cha- 
racter, and in'capacity for reigning, ih. Tlie feoaM^ 
decree that he (hotrld be deprived of the empire, 
255. His death, ib. 

Julius Sabinus^ Tlie fc verity ufed to him, 189. 

Julius Findex^ Revolts from Nero, and proclaims 
Galba emperor, 155. His death, 157. 



L. 

Leindas^ Unites with Antony and Od^avianns, 26. 
Has Spain afligned to him for his fhare of the 
triumyirate, 27. In a new divifion of tho empire, 
has the provmces in Africa, 44^ His army revolts 
to O^avianus, 46. 

Lhy^ Hit chara^eras an hiftorian, 63. 

JLonginus, 



I N D E X. 

i^ginus^ Put to death by Aureliao, 500. 
Uwcsot Put ta dtath by Nero, 151. 

M. 

MacnrntSy Chofen Emperor, 267. His death, 26S. 

Piaxtman^ Made partner va the empire by Diodefian, 
308. With htm refigas the goveromenty 310. His 
death, 511. 

M^cenasj His rational advice to Auguftus, 66. 

Maxtmin^ His pcrfon and charafler, 276—279. 
Cruchy, 279j 280. The provinces of Africa re- 
volt, and create Gordian Eniperor, ih^ %«hich tlie fe- 
nafte And people confirm, 28 k Marches with his 
army towards Rome, i^. His death, 284. 

Meffafma, Her infamous ccDdu^ i26<*i3i . Her . 
death, 1 32,. . 

N;:. 

Narciffur^ Procures the death of the cmprefs Mefla- 
lina, 131, 132. Being' profecuted by Agrippina 
goes into voluntary exile, 155. Hisdeath, 138. 

Nero^ Marries OflaVia, . daughter of Claudius, 134, 
pVoclaimed Em^ror, 1 37. The excellency of 
hfs government at M\^ 138. Breaks out into ex- 
travagancies, 140. Marries Poppxa, wife of Orho, 
140, 141. Puts his mother to deani, 142, 143, 
Goes into Greece, 145.- Returns to Rome, 146. 
His palace defcribed, 14^. Pats great numbers 
to death, 150, 152, 154, 155^ Defigns againfl 
him in Gaul, J0.. The revolt becomes general, 
157, His death, 161. 

Nerva^ Chofen . emperor by the fenate, 205. His 
chara^cr, ih» His niild and good- government, . 
1146, 20S. His death, 209^ 



Otlan;tanusy Claiflis the inheritance of his uncle j/ 
Ccefar, 24". His chara^cr, /3. Oppofed in his 
Vot. II;. CL defigns 



INDEX. 

dcfigns by Antony, ib. Joins Antony and Lepi^ 
dus, 26. 7 he fenate confer on him abfolute pow^. 
cr, ilf. With Antony and Lepidus form iht k' 
cond trium?iratc, 27. Marches with Antony 
againd the confpira tors, 29. War commenced be- 
tween him and Antony, 42,43. Are reconciled, 
and divide the empire between them, 43. Deprives 
Lepidus of his (harelo the triumvirate, 45. His pre- 
parations againfi Antony, 49, 50. Defeats him at 
A'<5liuni, 52. Goes agaioft him to Alexandria, 54. 
Puts two fbns of Cleopatra to death, 59, Returns 
to Home in triumph, 62. See Au^u/iut. 

Ojiia, An haven made there by Claudius, 125. 

OJlorlus^ Succeeds Plautius in the government of 
Britain, 124. Defeats Caraflacus, 12 ^. 

Othof Declared emprror by the foldiery, 167. Begins 
Jiis reign with a (ignal a^ of clemency and juQice, 
) 69 Marches againfi Vitellius, ib» His army de- 
feated by that of VitcJiius, 1.71. His death, 173. 

P. 

Periinnxy His chara6ler,.248. Proclaimed emperor, 

249. His death, 25 1. 
PiiroriiuSf His chara<fttr and death, 154. 
nytltpt Declared emperor by the army and fenatc, 

207. His death, 2M9. 
rJjilijft, I'hc battle fought there, and defeat of Bru- 
tus and CufTuis, 34 — 38. 
rifoy Accufcd before the fenite of the death of Germa- 

nicu.?, ?nd other crimes, 88. Kills himfcif, ib, 
riularchi His excellent Jeiter to Trnjan, 210. 
Pompey (.Vitus ^ 1 he rcfpc^l paid to his memory by ' 

C'^l'tr, 2. 
}\mpty Sesius, Defeated by Aj^rippa, and fl.iin, 4^. 
J^onliui PHate, iJaniflieJ into Gaul, 133. His death 

by fuicidf.', ib. 
Parent^ wfz of Brutus, Her death, 3^. 
Prolusy Choftn cmj)cror by the army, 303. His 

chiira<flcr, atcliievments, and death, 304, 305. 

PtipinwSf 



INDEX. 

'•^ptfttufy Chofen Emperor with Albinus, by tbe fe- 
'oate, 282. 7 heir characflers, 283. March to flop 
the progre(s of Maximin, ib. DifTenfions between 
the two emperors, 285. Their deaths, ih. 

^ . 

^IntiUut FaruSf Cut off, with his whole army, by 
the Germans, 72, 73.. 'I'hclor8,of which greatly, 
afFedls Auguftus, 73, • 

R. 

Rome, The wretched ftate of it ur>der the fecond tri- 
umvirate, 28. In the beginning of the reign of Au-^ 
guflus, 62, 63. L<e?enues and number of its citi- 
zens, 63. None to be admitfced to the frfrcdomof 
it without previous examination into their charac- 
ter, 69. The number of its inhabitants at a cenfus* 
taken by Auguftus, 75. Their luxuiy and prodi- 
gality, too. Number of its inhabitants in the reign 
of Claudius, 136. A great, part of it -burn r, 148. 
.-• Another fire and great plague, 195. When firfl 
governed by two fovereigns, 230. Suffers greatly 
by a fedition and fire, 283. Taken apd pillagcdv 
by Alaric, 327 j aad again by Gcaferic, 328. 

S. 

Sejanus, His chara<fter and promotion, 90* 91. Pro- 
cures the death of Germanicus's two fons, Nero, 
and Drufus, 94. His death, 96. 

Senate^ Their fcrvilcaduJationof Auguftus, 68. Se- 
veral edifts made by him to fupprefs corruption in 
it, 69. Maximin the firft emperor who reigned^ 
without their concurrence, 179, Permitted by 
Decius to chufe a cenfor, 289. 

Seneca, Appointed tutor to Nero, 134. His -death, 
151. 

Sevtrus^ Declared Emperor by the fenatc, 2 0. His 
character, /^ Defeats Niger, 257. Albinusr2 58. 
7 he Parthians, 259.' Goes into Britain^ z6o. 
Dies th^re, 262. 

SuiJy^ Invaded by Qdayianus, 45;. . 

TacUusx 



I' N D E- X. 

7acUutf Cho&n Emperor by the fenate, 302. Hi| 

charaAer ftod death, .305. 
7arfus^ Antony*! ^t^ interview wiih Cleopatra there, 

4»- ■ 

Tiberiuf, Succeeds Auguftus in the empire, 78. 
His di(fimalation, atkd the fervile flattery of the 
. fenatef 79«-8u Hi&^eOgas agaiiUi Germanicus, 
83— 85, fiegios to appear in bis natural charac- 
ter, 89. Retires to Capraea, 92! Pats great num- 
bers to d^-ath, 96 — oS, Samcs Caligula for his 
fucceflbr, 09 His death', 100. 

Tifuff Lays hcge to J^hifidettr, 1^5. Takes it, 187.- 
Enters Home in triumph with his fiuher, jB8. 
SucceeHf hini, 194. His esrtjnptary gcvcrDmenr, 
193. Hisdcadi, iq$, 

Trajan^ Adopted by hierHi to fuccecd Iiim, 208. His 
cfaara^er, 209-^21 1. Defeats the Dacians, 211 

,—213. Panhians and ot»her kingdoms, 215; His 
deaih, ai7« The honoars paid to his mtmury, 219. 

V. 

VaUnSf Admits the Goths to fettle in Thrace, 525, 

Defeated and (lain by them, tk 
V^lertan^ Chofen Emperor by the army, 292. His 

death, 293. 
Verut Luc'ws^ His chara^cr and cordn<5l, 23c — 214. 
y^Jpaftan^ PK>claifned Kmperor in :l.e Iiafl, 17-, 

•Sets out for Rome, 184. Corrcfls many abufts, 

i88. His good government, charadler, and death, 

FUelUutf Proclaimed Emj^eror in Geffnany, 169. 
By rhe fenate, 173. "f he Irgions in the Eall re- 
volt, 176. His army routed at Cremona, 178. 
His death, 181. 

X. 

Xanthiant^ Being befieged by Brutus, deftroycd tliclr 
city and themfclves, 31. 

FINIS.. 



